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Jeno HITESI 
b. 1880 

Debrecen, Hungary 
 

 
 
Jeno HITESI was born in Debrecen in 1880 and served in the 
Honved in WWI.  Before WWII, Jeno owned Hungary's largest 
shoe importing business.   
 
Following are historically significant photographs and documents 
concerning Jeno’s WWI military service and from the time he 
lived in Debrecen.   
 
NOTE:  I have been unable to substantiate the 2 First Class Silver 
Bravery awards and the Second Class Silver Bravery Award.  The 
Silver Merit Cross with Crown has been substantiated and the 
document follows a few pages later. 
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Military record  
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Award of the First Class Silver merit cross with crown medal 
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Award of 2 first class and one second class silver bravery medals 
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Award of the Charles Troop Cross 
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His medals (according to his paperwork) that I have purchased.  
He had the miniatures all along, I did not purchase those. 
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Official record of earning the Silver Merit Cross 
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Postcard sent by Jeno to his family while he was away with the 
army in WWI.  Jeno was away for the full 4 years, without a single 

day's leave. 
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Front of the postcard showing Guha Jozsef,  
probably Jeno's commanding officer 
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Wording on the postcard in both Hungarian and English 
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The only photo of Jeno in uniform taken after WWI in Budapest.  
It shows the merit cross and the Charles troop cross medals. 
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Jeno's birth certificate 
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Jeno's citizenship certificate 
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Jeno’s apprenticeship document, contracted to employer by Lajos  
Page 1 of 2 
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Jeno’s apprenticeship document, contracted to employer by Lajos  
Page 2 of 2 
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Jeno’s apprenticeship document, contracted to employer by Lajos  
Reverse of page 2 of 2 
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Jeno's completion of apprenticeship/training certificate 
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Jeno's certificate of attachment to a district of Budapest 
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Jeno was the host at this international  
shoe industry congress in 1938 
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Jeno's passport 1 of 2 
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Jeno's passport 2 of 2 
 

NOTE:  This image interestingly appears to show his religion as 
Lutheran, whereas he was most definitely Jewish. It may have been 
arranged by him to enable him to travel extensively in 1938-39 as 
the passport stamps show. 
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Jeno's immigration landing permit for Australia 
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Jeno and wife Fanny shown on ships passenger list to Australia 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



24 of 28 

Letter written by Jeno’s wife, Fanni HITESI to Jeno while he was 
in the army.  The last part is written by Ilonka HITESI, age 8, who 

refers to her brother Endre/Bandi HITESI, age 4. 
Letter page 1 of 4 
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Letter page 2 of 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 



26 of 28 

Letter page 3 of 4 
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Letter page 4 of 4 
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Attempted translation of the letter 
 

 


