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There were eight children in the Ripkin family. However, only three sibling came to the United States. They 
are listed below, along with the spouses and children: 
 
(1) Hyman Ripling (1881-1961) m. Edith Koons (1890-1947) 
(a) Ida Ripling (1908-1996) 
(b) Walter Ripling (1911-1985) 
(c) Mary Ripling (1914-2007)   <— My great-grandmother 
(d) Eddie Ripling (1921-2003) 
 
—> Hyman immigrated to the United States around 1905, eventually settling in Reading, Pennsylvania. 
 
(2) Max Ripkin (1883-1957) m. Sarah Marcus (1883-1966) 
(a) Herman Ripkin (1904-1979) 
(b) Harry Ripkin (1906-1915) 
(c) Louis Ripkin (1908-1983) 
(d) Faye Ripkin (1914-1990) 
(e) Jules Ripkin (1915-1989) 
(f) Ida Ripkin (1919-1920) 
 
—> Max married Sarah Marcus1 in Manchester, England in 1903. The marriage index is attached below. He 
immigrated to the United States in 1911 and Sarah followed in 1913 with their first three children. They 
settled in Chicago, Illinois. 
 
(3) Sara Ripkin (1895-1985) m. Samuel Gordon (1892-1964) 
(a) Claire Gordon (1918-deceased) 
(b) Jacob Gordon (1918-deceased) 
(c) Ethel Gordon (1921-2006) 
(d) Alex Gordon (1923-1999) 
 
—> Sara immigrated to the United in 1907 with a cousin and resided in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Her 
daughter Claire supposedly knew a lot about the family, but has passed away. We are trying to contact her 
daughters to see if they know anything. 
 
 
My grandfather, Stuart, and his older sister, Sandy, remember their grandfather, Hyman, sending money to a 
relative in Israel after the Holocaust.  This relative then moved to Argentina and disappeared. They were 
never told anything about this relative because it was a very sad topic. My grandfather claims his parents 
and grandparents would only speak in Yiddish about these sensitive matters so the children would not 
understand. My Aunt Sandy talked with Claire before she passed away and believes that this relative was 
their grandfather’s nephew, possibly named Gerston. There might have been a second nephew who 
remained in Israel, but the rest of the family was supposedly killed in the Holocaust. 

 
  . 

1Sarah Marcus was the sister or Zacharia Marcus.  



 
I have tried many Holocaust databases, with very little success. I have, however, had some luck researching 
the family on JewishGen. I believe I have found some records about Hyman, Max, and Sarah’s father and 
siblings, but the records seem to stop in the 1930’s and there is nothing about who may or may not have 
survived. 
 
My family lives in Allentown, Pennsylvania. This is about an hour north of Philadelphia. However, I am 
currently in college near Boston. 
 
 
 

Articles and photographs appear on the following pages. 
 



 

 
 
 



 
  

  

  

  

  



  

The Two Brothers 
 



  

  

 


