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Putting a Face on Family History



Radom Kehilalink – Names Page
https://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/radom/FamilyNameLinks.html

• 1934 Identity Papers – Polish Archives

• 1940 Teachers’ Questionnaires – Polish Archives

• 1941 Identity papers with photos – Polish Archives

• 1941-42 Bata Shoe Factory – forced labor  USHM

• 1941-42 Auschwitz Prisoner Pictures – USHM

• 1945 Dachau Survivor IDs – Arolsen Archives 

• Contributed images – Kehilalink Pictures Page

• Yizkor Book – JewishGen

Handout is available next to Photos of Radom Residents



Birth of a Project 
ID Papers

• An idea was hatched Aug 5, 2021, at Radom BOF

• Post meeting conversation  on ID records from 1930s

• Searched archives to check on on-line availability

• Spoke with Steve Taubman, Radom Town Leader for JRI-Poland

• Connected with Judy Golan, Area Coordinator for JRI-Poland

• Located complete record set in 1934, others yet to be digitized

• A 24/7 operation – Susan and Judy tag teamed on links and extraction

• Susan pulled relevant links for Google spreadsheet in Minnesota

• Time difference allowed for seamless handoff maximizing use of time

• Judy extracted information from links into shared spreadsheet

• Stanley Diamond fast-tracked it for JRI-Poland

• Took flight  -accessible online through JRI-Poland on Aug 22, 2021 



1929-1934 Identity Papers

• 1929 –1934 Radom PSA holds municipal 
ID cards, these are distinct from passports

• Only 1934 is completely scanned

• Folder content
• ID Card Application Forms 
• Address Cards (proof of residency)
• Permanent resident details
• Birth affidavits



Identity Papers 
1918-1928

• 1918 -1928: ID booklets had a dual function 
as municipal ID Card and Polish Passport

• Issued by district on behalf of the country

• Some are included in the 1929-1934 Radom 
municipal ID filings



Pre and Post 1929 Identity Papers

Religion noted on pre-1929, but not post

Pre-1929

Post-1929



Temporary 
Pre-1929
ID-Passport



1934 Identity Paper Contents 
Identity Card Request Form

• Municipality assigned a sequential number to each application
• Total number of forms: 1184
• Total number of Jewish forms: 470 (40%)
• 1/3 Jewish applicants born in towns outside Radom

• Vital content
• Name
• Date of birth
• Name of father
• Name of mother
• Occupation
• Address of residence
• Photo

• Physical Description



1934 Identity Papers Contents
Address Card

• Total number of Jewish Address cards: 448 
(not all survived for each ID Request form)

• Vital content
• Surname
• Given Name
• Names of parents
• Occupation
• Date of birth

• Address 



1934 Identity Paper Contents
Permanent Resident Stamp

• Located on backside of application

• About 60 in 1934

• Name
• Parents
• Dates of birth
• House number and street number
• May include maiden name



And One Calling Card for the Rabbi

Rabbi Yechiel Kestenberg and his Personal Tragedy

Whose controversial tale is told in the Yizkor book

https://www.jewishgen.org/Yizkor/radom/rad041.html


1941 Identity Papers

• Required by the Nazis

• 14,077 Radom ID applications 1941-42

• Address

• Birthdate

• Profession

• Father’s name

• Mother’s maiden name



1941 Identity Papers
Navigating the Polish Archives

Page down past scans to come to extracted information



Bata Shoe Factory 
Records
• The Radom branch of Polska Spolka Obuwia

“Bata" S.A. footwear manufacturer

• In early 1942, it employed 2400 people, 30% 
were Jewish forced laborers

• The Jews were craftsmen (tailors, 
shoemakers, leather stitchers, furriers), who 
received a small amount of cash and a bowl of 
soup for their work.

• In August 1942, the Nazis liquidated the 
ghetto, and most were sent to Treblinka 



Bata Shoe Factory Records
• Forced Labor records 1941-1942 for 840 Jewish workers, many with photos

• Can search through JRI-Poland which extracts the data and provides the link to the Survivors 
and Victim Database at the US Holocaust Museum 

• Name search will locate the record. Be sure to set the search to D-M Soundex to allow for 
varieties of spellings. You can order it by email for no cost and immediate email delivery.

Contents:

• Birthdate
• Parents’ names and birth years
• Siblings’ names and birth year
• Military service
• Marital Status
• Date terminated – often corresponds to deportations





Teacher Questionnaires – 1940 –Archives
• 21 surveys of Radom Jewish teachers

• Photos

• Extensive family history

• Educational history

• Work history

• Handwritten in Polish

• Unscanned at archives, but photos available

Royza Felzenszwalbe – Marya Frydman – Rachela Sokolower Frydman – Ida Gelblum–Freda 
Goldsztajn– Ida Gutman – Izrael Majer Gutman –Idessa Landau – Chana Levin –Fajga Lewi –
Ryfka Landau Lewkowicz – Ruchla Loti – Jachela Malc – Kadys Malc – Laja Pines – Nacha 
Richter – Festvel Schuster – Elka Sobel – Ita Sokowlowska – Izaak Szelubski – Hirsz
Zameczkowicz



JRI-Poland Search



JRI-Poland Search



JRI-Poland Search



JRI-Poland Search: Birth Record



JRI-Poland Search : Book of Residents



1929-1934 ID Cards

• Application
• Address Card



JRI-Poland Search: Bata Shoe Company



JRI-Poland SearchYad Vashem



Concentration Camp Photos



Auschwitz Photos - USHM

• Auschwitz prisoners whose photographs were taken upon arrival

• Data includes names, dates and places of birth, nationalities, 
professions, dates of entry and death, and prisoner numbers

• 2530 images from 1941-42

• 73 from Radom



Auschwitz Photos



Dachau Survivor IDs - Arolsen Archives
• A photo card file from the former Dachau concentration camp post-war

• 2,000 photos of survivors

• Created for victims of Nazi persecution who needed certificates of their imprisonment to receive 
support from relief organizations. 

• To prove that they had been in the Dachau camp, and how long they had spent time there, they 
had to submit two photos of themselves—one for the files, and one to glue to the certificate. 

• Digitized and indexed, can search by name or birthdate. 



Dachau Survivor IDs - Arolsen Archives
• Alternatively go to
• https://collections.arolsen-archives.org/en/archive/1-1-6-11
• Scroll to Dachau index for photographs, click on it and sections by name ranges will appear

https://collections.arolsen-archives.org/en/archive/1-1-6-11


Dachau ID Certificate



A Photo Application – A DNA Puzzle
Beginning With Photo Comparisons

• Contacted by Possible Relative 
(PR) with a strong DNA 
relationship to father

• A likely first cousin once 
removed

• Began with photo 
comparisons which indicated 
resemblances

PR to father
PR to grandparents

Sources 1941 ID 
papers and Dachau 
ID card



A Photo Application – A DNA Puzzle

PW

Schimon

PR

PE

Didier

SW

• PR’s grandmother was a sibling to Schimon

• PR’s grandfather was a sibling to Didier

• PW and PE were both cousins to PR’s 
father, but on opposite sides, unrelated

• Both SW and TES tested comparably to 
Possible Relative (PR) with no overlapping 
DNA between SW and TES, all appear to 
be second cousins

TES

PR



Radom Kehilalink
Names Page – Names Index – links names to pictures
or go directly to Pictures



Yizkor Book Photos
At Radom in Pictures



Radom Yizkor Book

Project Coordinator: 

Anita Frishman Gabbay

https://www.jewishgen.org/Yizkor/radom/radom.html


