
*** 

Who Donated to the Mlynov-Mervits Memorial Plaque in Tel Aviv? 
 

(From the desk of descendant Howard I. Schwartz, PhD, July 2025) v. 5 
(posted to the Mlynov-Mervits website https://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Mlyniv/index.html) 

 
*** 

In 1955, individuals in the US who were born in Mlynov and Mervits raised money to support a commemorative 
plaque to be placed in a shul in Tel Aviv on Rothchild Street.  
 

The Fishman family in Baltimore preserved records of these donations in the US to the “Mlynov-Mervitz 
Society of Israel” in 1955. In 2021, the digitized records and a few photos were sent to me by Ted Fishman, 
son of Benjamin Fishman and Clara (née Shulman), both born in Mlynov. A photo of this commemorative 
plaque (below) was among photos preserved in the Fishman family archive. Mlynov family descendant Mark 
Gelberg, who lives in Israel today, remembers going to commemorations there with his father and other Mlynov 
born individuals. It is unknown if the memorial is still there.  
 

 

Figure 1 A Commemoration Plaque in a synagogue on Rothchild Street in Tel Aviv 

The Hebrew on the plaque reads: 
Yad Vashem [A Memorial and a Name] 

to the martyrs 
Mlynov 

          Mervits 
and the surrounding areas 

beloved and fine 
in their lives and in their deaths they were not separated  

 
destroyed and buried alive 

on the 28th of Tishrei, 5703 [Friday, Oct. 9, 1942]1 
Remember them, our God, for good 
with the other righteous of the world 



2-From the desk of Howard I. Schwartz 
 

A photo in the Fishman collection shows Mlynover Benjamin Fishman presenting a check for the memorial plaque to a 
group of other Mlynov family descendants in Baltimore who made contributions and whose names are listed in the records 
below. 
 

 

Figure 2 Ben Fishman presenting a check of the donations to Samuel Fox with other Mlynov-born individuals in Baltimore 
Seated (left to right): Minnie (Hurwitz) Fox, Samuel Fox, Rose (Hurwitz) Finkelstein, Maltza (Gruber) Herman or Gulza Mazer2  

Standing (left to right): Ben Fishman, Frank Settleman, Gulza (Hurwitz) Mazer (or Maltza Herman), Harry Shulman, Clara (Shulman) Fishman.  
Handwriting of Ted Fishman. Courtesy of Saul Fishman 

Two photos of the dedication ceremony in Israel were preserved in the Fishman collection as well.  
 

 

Figure 3 (left to right): Shmuel Mandelkern, Moshe Fishman, unidentified, Nahum Teitelman 
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Figure 4 Mlynov-born women attending the dedication ceremony in Israel 
 (left to right) [Demb descendants] Mollie (Demb) Roskes, Rose (Hurwitz) Finkelstein, Gulza (Hurwitz) Mazer, Minnie (Hurwitz) Fox 

The exact date of the dedication ceremony is not certain but probably was in the fall of 1955.  A passenger 
manifest from July 1955 shows Gulza Mazer, who appears in the photo of the dedication, leaving New York 
and heading to Cherbourg France. This was probably the same trip that took her and her sisters to Israel and 
the dedication ceremony. 
 

*** 
 
Donors and Donations 

Included below, for posterity, are copies of the bank records preserved by the Fishman family as well as a 
handwritten summary list of the people making donations (probably in Ben Fishman’s handwriting). The 
records are of interest historically for descendants who may not know their families were involved in funding 
the memorial plaque, and in showing the ongoing connection of Mlynov-Mervits immigrants to the US into 
the 1950s following the Shoah.  
 

The table below follows and transcribes the donor names and donations from the handwritten page in the 
records.  I added a column of notes summarizing what I know or have learned about each of the donors. 
Some assistance was provided by descendant Joyce Jandorf (née Schuchman) and her family. The order of 
names in the table follows the handwritten last page of the records with some corrections based on the typed 
records as well. Many of these family lines are documented on the Mlynov-Mervits website cited above.  
 

Names  Donations Identifications and Notes 

Morris Katz $5.00 

Born in Mlynov as “Moishe Katz,” he became Yiddish poet who took 

the pen name “Aleph Katz.” He came to New York in 1913. Brother of 
Sam Katz listed below. His mother was Anna Hirsch who was born in 
Mlynov.  

Morris Newman $25.00 
Maurice Morris Newman (original surname Iskiewicz) who was born in 
Mlynov in 1900 and arrived in the US in 1924.  

Sam Katz  $10.00 
Probably Samuel Katz, the brother of poet Morris (“Aleph”) Katz, born 
in Mlynov in 1896 who lived in Delaware [Del] 

Shuchmans  $10.00 
This is the family of Joseph Schuchman and Jesse (Chissa) (née Klepatch) 
both from Mlynov.  

Mr. Rothstein $25.00 Unidentified 
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Standard Laundry $50.00 
This is the laundry business of the Hirsch family brothers from Mlynov 
who arrived in New York and settled in Jersey City. 

Beatr. Steinberg $50.00 
Beatrice, the eldest daughter of Gedaliah and Rikel Alman (originally 
Gelman). Born in 1902 in Mervits. Beatrice married a man named Harry 
Steinberg. 

Isador Luvisher $25.00 
Identified by the Schuchmans as a cousin of their grandmother Jesse 
(Chissa) Schuchman 

Sam Katz $5.00 
Born David Goldseker in Mlynov about 1904, son of Shimon Goldseker 
and Anna (Fishman). Brother of Morris Goldseker listed below. Arrived 
in the US in 1926 via Buenos Aires.  

Rose Finkelstein $10.00   
Demb descendant born in Mlynov in 1899, daughter of Pessie (née 
Demb) and David Rivitz (aka Hurwitz in America). Arrived in Baltimore 
in 1909. Sister of Gulza Mazer listed next.  

Mrs. Gultzie Mazer $10.00 
Gulza/ Gulzia Mazer (short for Margalit), Demb descendant, born in 
Mlynov in 1884. Oldest daughter of Pessie (née Demb) and David 
Rivitz (aka Hurwitz in America).  

David Greitzer $10.00 Unidentified 

Sadie Volinsky 
[Wolinsky] 

$25.00 

Born Sadie Pincus (Pinchosowicz) in 1898, her mother was Yenta 
Settleman. Sadie was sister of donor Ely Pincus listed below. Their 
immigration manifest from 1912 indicates she and her siblings and 
mother lived in and were born in Mlynov. Her father Beryl appears to 
have been born in Mervits. 

Leon Schwartz (Carpel) $15.00 
Demb descendant, son of first cousins Paul H. Schwartz and Pepe (née 
Shulman), both born in Mlynov. “Carpel” was the name of Leon’s work 
which made the donation. Leon was father of Howard Schwartz. 

Norton Schwartz $10.00 
Demb descendant, son of Chaim Schwartz and Yenta (née Demb), 
brother of Paul H. Schwartz. Arrived in Baltimore in 1912. 

Mrs. Philip Fraum $10.00 

Referring to Clara Fram. Demb descendant born in Mlynov in 1902. 
Clara was the youngest daughter of Pessie (née Demb) and David Rivitz 
(aka Hurwitz in America). She arrived in the US in 1909. Sister of Rose 
Finkelstein and Gulza Mazer listed above. 

George Steinberg $25.00 
Survivor Getzel Steinberg, born in 1907 in Mervits. Survived Mlynov 
ghetto liquidation with wife Pessia (née Wurtzel) and son Zelig (Gerry) 

Boruch Meren $5.00 

Born in Mlynov in 1908. Son of Ben Tzion Meren and Miriam (née 
Goldseker), grandson of Hersch Goldseker, migrated to Baltimore in 
1940 from Palestine, married Amelia (née Shargel) who was also born in 
Mlynov 

I. Kozak $5.00 
Icek Kozak, his entire family survived the liquidation of Mlynov ghetto 
and settled in Philadelphia 

Frank Setelman 
[Settleman] 

$20.00 

Frank Settleman (originally Zutelman) born in 1901 in Mervits, arrived 
in 1923 in Baltimore via Buenos Aires. Brother of Paysee / Paul 
Shulman listed below and nephew of Ely Pincus and Sadie Wolinsky 
(née Pincus) who are also contributors. 

Sarah Berger 
 

$10.00 

Listed as Sarah “Bergeld (Cal)” on the typed pages. Probably refers to 
Sarah Sheindel Berger daughter of Ben Zion Berger and Zelda (née 
Hirsch), one of the Bergers who migrated to Chicago in 1913. She 
married a man with the surname of Berger as well. She passed away in 
Beverly Hills, Ca. 

Ben and Clara 
[Fishman] 

$10.00 
Refers to Benjamin Fishman, son of Moshe Fishman, and his wife Clara 
(née Shulman) both from Mlynov. Ben and Clara are in the photo with 
the donation check. 
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Isadore Lerner $25.00 
Also known as Itzik Lerner, son of Joseph Lerner and Rose (née 
Kuperstein) all from Mlynov. Itzik Lerner assisted his family and two 
other families migrate to Baltimore in 1920 including Ben Fishman. 

Joe Fishman $10.00 
Son of Nathan Hyman Fishman and Malke Ida. Born in Mlynov in 
1884. Cousin of Ben Fishman. Arrived in Baltimore in Aug. 1912, father 
of Benjamin J. Fishman who married Doris Gruber both from Mlynov. 

Herman Roskes $10.00 
Demb descendant, son of Mollie (née Demb) and Samuel Roskes, 
arrived in Baltimore in ~1908. His mother was born in Mlynov. 

Nathan Berger (Cal) $25.00 

Son of Ben Zion Berger and Zelda (née Hirsch), brother of 
Sarah/Sheindel Berger, migrated to Chicago via Baltimore in 1912. 
Married Rose Steinberg also from Mlynov who was a daughter of 
Abraham Steinberg and Sarah Hannah (née Shulman) 

Paul H. Schwartz $10 
Demb descendant, born in Mlynov. Son of  Chaim Schwartz and Yenta 
(née Demb). Father of Leon Schwartz. Married his first cousin Pepe 
Shulman from Mlynov. 

Ely Pincus $20.00 

Full name Chaim Yitzhak Pinchosowicz aka Israel H Pincus in the US. 
His mother was a Settleman/Zutelman. Brother of Sadie Wolinsky, who 
also contributed. Their 1912 immigration manifest indicates they lived in 
and were born in Mlynov. Ely Pincus lived in Philadelphia.  

S. Schuchman $10.00 
Samuel Schuchman, son of Joseph Schuchman and Jesse (née Klepatch) 
arrived in Baltimore in Nov. 1921 

Ben Gilden $5.00 Unidentified. Called Golden on the typed records.  

Dr. Michel  $15.00 Unidentified. Called Dr. Mitchell on typed records 

Mr. and Mrs. Semiatin   $15.00 
Theodore Semiatin and his wife Anna (Henye/Chana) (née Fishman). 
Anna was born in Mlynov, daughter of Nathan Hyman Fischman and 
Malke. She was a cousin of Ben Fishman. 

 
Column 2 of handwritten record 
 

Israel Genus $5.00 
Israel Genut, husband of survivor Mamtse (Miriam) Teitelman who 
was born in Mervits in 1917, daughter of Abraham Teitelman and 
Rivka (née Halperin).  

S. Korn $5.00 
Sadie /Shava Korn (née Herman), daughter of Moshe Herman and 
Goldie (née Lerner) born in Mlynov in 1899. Came to Baltimore in 
1940s after living in Canada. 

Sam Edlavitch $5.00 
Husband of Betty Shulman who was born in Baltimore in 1924. She 
was the daughter of Paysee Paul Shulman (née Zutelman) from Mervits 
and Sarah Shulman, from Mlynov 

Sam Schwartz $5.00 
Samuel “Zavel” Schwartz, born in Mlynov in 1896, son of Michael (aka 
“Heschie” or “Mischel”) and Sheindel Schwartz, arrived in Baltimore 
in 1912. His daughter, Mildred, married Joseph Luskin. 

Ger. Goldberg $10 

Gershon George “Joe” Goldberg, born in Mlynov in 1896, son of 
Labish Gelberg and Eta Lea (née Schuchman), arrived in US in 1921, 
married Sylvia Barditch (whose maternal grandparents were from 
Mlynov and who was on editorial committee of the Memorial Book) 

Libby Eistend $10 
Survivor Liba Tessler, married name Eistendig, born in Mlynov in 
1912, arrived in Baltimore after WWII. 

Beily Feldman $10 
Identity uncertain. Perhaps survivor Sarah Feldman (née Teitelman) 
from Mervits, daughter of Mordechai Teitelman and Freida (née 
Horowitz). She married Rabbi Israel Feldman and settled in Wisconsin. 

Karl Berger $25.00 
Born in Mlynov as Kalman Berger in 1906, son of Wolf /Zeev Berger 
and Golda (possibly née Kentor) arrived in US in 1926 after a stay in 
Bueno Aires and headed to Chicago. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Fox $100 
Samuel Fox and his wife Minnie (née Rivitz/Hurwitz). Minnie was 
born in Mlynov and was daughter of Pesse (née Demb) and David 
Rivitz (aka Hurwitz) and sister of Rose Finkelstein and Gulza Mazer. 

Frank Gittelman  $25.00 Listed as from Canada in typed record but not identified. 

Carl Gaynor $10.00 

Born Kalmen Giner/Ganor, son of Elia Aron Giner/Ganor and Leah 
(née Goldseker) who was from Mlynov. His grandfather was Hersch 
Goldseker who lived in Mlynov. Karl was possibly born in Dubno and 
came to US in 1913 and settled in NY. 

Wasserman $10.00 

Listed as B. Wasserman in typed records. Bertha Basia Sklar (née 
Wasserman), daughter of Rose Wasserman (née Kuperstein) who was 
born in Mlynov. Rose’s sister Radie was married to Joseph Lerner from 
Mlynov.  

Sadie Volinsky $25.00 
Sadie’s name is repeated from column one. It is not clear if she gave 
two donations or this was simply a repeat of the same record.  

David Fishman $50.00 

Born in Mlynov, son of Moshe Fishman, brother of Benjamin 
Fishman, married first cousin Eta Goldseker who was also born in 
Mlynov and  daughter of Shimon Goldseker and Anna (née Fishman).  
David made aliyah from Mlynov  1921, married Eta in the mid-1920s 
in Palestine and then left for Baltimore in 1929. 

Morris Goldseker $200 
Born in Mlynov, son of Shimon Goldseker and Anna (Fishman) 
arrived in Baltimore in 1913, became successful real estate investor, left 
funding for Baltimore Goldseker Foundation upon his death. 

Pacy Schulman $10.00 

Born Pesach Zutelman / Settleman (“Paysee”) in Mervits in 1895. 
Brother of Frank Settleman. He kept the surname of his wife Sarah 
Shulman, daughter of Tsodik Shulman and Pearl Malka (née Demb), 
who was born in Mlynov in 1898. Paysee traveled with the Shulman 
family to Baltimore in 1921. 

Simon Schulman $5.00 

Demb descendant, Shimon Shulman, son of Tsodik Shulman and  
Pearl Malka (née Demb). Born in Mlynov in 1890. Brother of Harry 
Shulman, Sarah Shulman, Clara Fishman and Pepe Schwartz. Came to 
Baltimore in 1922. 

Harry and Yetta Shulman $10.00 

Demb descendant, Harry “Hertz” Shulman, son of Tsodik Shulman 
and Pearl Malka (née Demb). Brother of Simon “Shimon” Shulman, 
Sarah Shulman, Clara Fishman and Pepe Schwartz. Came to Baltimore 
in 1921 with his parents and siblings.  
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*** 
Additional Resources 
 

Mlynov-Mervits family lines https://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Mlyniv/families.html 

Immigration records and history  https://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Mlyniv/Migration-of-a-Shtetl.html 

Mlynov-Mervits Yizkor Memorial Book https://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Mlyniv/Mlynov-Yizkor-Book.html 

 
 

 
1 Writers in the memorial book for Mlynov-Mervits and descendants in the US and Israel give slightly different dates for 
the liquidation in early October 1942: October 8th (pp. 273), October 9th (=28th of Tishrei) (p. 47) Yosef Litvak (p. 47) 
recalls the date as the 28th of Tishrei 1942 which was October 9, 1942, though Litvak gives the date apparently 
mistakenly as August 7, 1942. The Steinberg family survivors who went to Israel also recalled the date of liquidation as 
October 9, 1942. (See A Struggle to Survive, p. 29 footnote, by Shoshana (Upstein) Baruch. The Steinberg family in the US 
commemorated the date as the 29th of Tishrei, which was October 10, 1942. Itzik Kozak identified Oct. 1st as the day 
they learned that graves were being prepared (p. 356) while Shaulik Halperin identified October 10th as the date they 
learned the ditches were being dug (p. 352). In David Sokolsky's book, Monument: One Woman's Courageous Escape from the 
Holocaust, 3rd ed. (pp. 1–2) the survival story of Liba Tesler (his step-grandmother), David quotes Liba as identifying 
October 8 as the liquidation date, 3 days after her October 5 birthday. – HS 
 
2 Based on looking at other photos, and feedback from the Herman descendants, I believe that two women may have 
been confused in the labeling of this photo. I believe the woman labelled Maltza Herman in the front right was actually 
Gulza Mazer and that the woman labelled Gulza Mazer in the back row was Maltza Herman.   
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