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Engagement Contract — "Tenaim" document (translation to English)

These are the terms that were agreed between the two sides, that is, between Reb
Simcha son of Reb Shraga from the side of his son - the groom Mr. Israel Yisser, and
Reb Yitzchak son of Nachman from the side of his daughter - the bride Ms. Beile-

Leah monnw

Reb Israel Yiser will engage in Mazal Tov the blessed maid Ms. Beile-Leah in
marriage ceremony ("Chuppa and Kiddushin") and they will not smuggle or hide one
from each other money in the world; they will only decide between them everything

on equal basis.

Reb Simcha Hamagid son of Shraga commits himself to supply the groom with
Shabbat cloths and ordinary cloths till the marriage ceremony, as customary, gifts to

the bride, as customary.

Reb Yitzchak son of Nachman commits himself to allocate the dowry ("Neduniah") of
his daughter of sum 250 rubels for the groom on the coming Nissan 1* this year and
also a "wechsel" (in German: bill of exchange) of sum 50 rubels after a long life and
he also commits to supply his daughter with Shabbat cloths and ordinary cloths prior
to the wedding ceremony as customary, [two unclear words], as customary. The
wedding will take place in the town Berestovitsa on the 9™ of Sivan this year on the
expenses of the bride's father. [3 unclear words]

Penalty of half dowry from the side who violates to the side fulfills [4 unclear words].
The groom's father commits to give "wechsel" of sum 250 rubels to Reb Yitzchak -
the bride's father - which will be given back to the groom's father after the wedding

ceremony.



.....and all this was agreed in the town of Berestovitsa by the groom's father, the
bride's father, and the bride and by the groom on Tuesday, Parashat "Tzave", 4™ of
Adar, in the year "Shin Shin Vav Nun" [in Hebrew: joy, in Gimatria, the Hebrew
letters: Taf, Reish, Nun, Vav].

Simcha son of Reb Shraga Katz [abbr. Cohen Tzedek]
Avraham Yitzchak son of Reb Nachamn [four unclear letters]
Israel Yisser son of Reb Simcha

Beile Leah daughter of Reb Yitzcak

Notes

Note 1: According to the Gregorian calendar, the contract was signed on Feb. 18,
1896 and the wedding was scheduled to May 21, 1896

Note 2: According to Mr. Moshe Alperstein, a former Grodno resident, the average
monthly salary of a shopkeeper in the year 1900 was 20 rubels. Thus, a sum of 250
rubels is equivalent to around a yearly salary.

Note 3: The handwriting (in Hebrew) of the engagement contract document was
deciphered by the children of Libe Friedman-Ahuva Glick and was partially translated
into English by Ruth Marcus.



