JEWS SLAIN

IN UKRAINE

Their Former Minister in That Country
~Sends a Review of the Posroms

fo:mer Jewish Minister of Gkraine
in -the Jewish newspaper, The
Dny, of - Now York.

N Nov. 15, 1918, the rebeilion
- the Ukrainian peasants "AEA]
the aristocratic government

Hetman Skoropadsky broke ¢

..and it struck a sympathetic ch
in the various sirata of the Jewish r
ulatfon. Except for the few sugar m
nates and several other hig speculatc
Who were organized in a reaction.
group, the Jews were unanimously
posed to Skoropadsky.. In a few o
Vinclal towns groups of Bundists (Js
{sh Social Democrats) and Poale Zl
I1sts even armed themselves and Jota
the rebels. .

The Direttorate, svhich gave to the
volt its initial momentum, showed a .
- cfdedly friendly attitude toward
Jewa, Its first decree, which beca
te gospel of the rebels, contained t
tlause about the Jewsg: ** Do not har
the Jewd' They are our allies in
struggle against the Polish clique
QGalicla, and here, too, they will be w
us.”’

Two wéeks‘ later, when the rebell
had spread through the greater part
Ukrairie, the Directorate, at that ti
sltuated at Vinitza, re-enacted, by s
c!a_l decree of Dac. 9, the natlonal-p.
sonal autonomy law, which six mont
previous had been revoked by the I

man. The Poale Ziohist, Sholen Go!
man, was appointed temporary direct

of natlonal affairs.

The rcbellh_m was a complete succe
It séemed that the German army
occupation, which, fncluding the A
trians, represented a force .‘-..’5'0.000 stror
would soon become insufficient protq
tien for the Hetman, cspécially after i
ports of the revolution in Germany 1
Ean to be circulated.  On Dec. 13, wh
the Directorate victoriously march
Into Kieff, {t had under its flag an arr
from the lower ranks and had no stro
of tome 300,000.

Although the revolt was organiz
d!scipline, no violations were committ
on theg Jews at this perfod. This fact
particularly noteworthy becausec
many places the Jews were the c;nly on
who could understand and speak t
QGirman language, and this gave the i
norant peasant masses, who loathed t
Germans fearfully, an impression th
they were helping the foreigners.

That period was too good to last. (
Jan. 1, just a month and a half aft
hoestilities had begun, the first Jewi:
pogrom occurred in Avrutch, a city
the DProvince of Wohlin. During th
first pogrom forty-five Jews were kille
and the lozs in property was conside
ghle 1n the middle of June this POgro:
was repeated, and during the terrib
prriodt that ensued this unfortuna!
ity suffered heavily from niassacre
Hceveral times 1t passed from the Ukrair
iins to the Bolsheviki, and vice Vers;
The leader of the first DpoRrom was
certain Kozir-Zirko, an ‘‘ ataman * whi
by the way, disobeyed the orders of th
Central Government.

The second pogrom occurred a wee
later in Berditchew. It took place g
the railroad station, and about twenty
five transient Jews were killed. Withi
the city this pogrom was wiot so signifi
cant in its immediate results—only a fex
lives were lost and little property wa
destroyed—as in its character, whic
brooded of evil. It was ecarried on en
tirely by soldlers of a special ‘* Battsl
tun of Death " which claimed to perforn
8 °° sacred mission "'—namely, fighting
Bolsheviki.

The feays of the Jews were realized
A few days after the Berditchew affai:
the same military band made a fero
clous massacére in Zhitomir. A Bolshe
vist revolt which had occurred the day
befere served as a pretext for this atroc.
it 1t is significant, howev::r. that thi:
revolt was started not by Jews but by
soldiers of locdl regiments.

The pogrom in Zhitomir lasted for te
days, and resulted in ninety deaths an
about 100,060,000 rubles in loises. The
plundering of the shops was so syste.
matle that afterward it was impossible
to buy 4 collur or a box of matches
anywhere in the town.

The Zhitomir pogrom forced the Gov-
ernment., then entirely socialistic, tc
take steps. Unfortundtely., however, the
real potwver was not in the hands of the
Gove_:'-nme.nt._but in the Directorate, and
the Directorate, which consisted of five
members, was torn by internal strife.
Its twd principal leaders, Vinichenko and
Tetlura, were divided. While the former
vas in faver of joining the Bolsheviki,
the latter sought the aid of the ntente
ggainst the PBolsheviki. 'I'his, torn by
irternal strife and dependent upon re-
activriary, anti-Semitic military leaders,
the Directorate wds unable to ston the
meazgacres.  Iis  proclamation omajnat
pocromnn, (issued Jan. 16,) which was
tndoubtedly prompted by honest mo-
tivés, failed to satisfy Jewish public
opinion.

The last clause of this proclamation
vas an appeal to the Jéwlah Democrats
‘16 crugh the individual Anarchist-Bol-
shevist Jews, who are antagonistic to
the Ukrainian working people and the
Ukrainian Government, thereby giving
the Hetman and the provocators a
chénceé to hgitate aganinst the peace-lov-
ing Jewish race, and causing misunder-
standing bétween the Ukrainlans, the
resl defenders of the working people,
and tlhe Jewish IDemocrats, who are not
Anarchist-Bolsheviki and are loyal to
tiie UKrainian Government.”

It was fearcd in Jewish clrcles that
sich an ending to a proclamation, the
beginning of which was decidedly op-
pgifséd to pogfomé, might serve local mil-
itary leaders to justify thelr indifferénce
to outrages comimitted on Jews, and an
effort was made immediately to check
the spread of the proclamation in the
army. At the same time a second proc-
lamation was issued, signed by Melnick,
thé commander of the Artillery Corps,
&aiinctly condémning pragrums or vio-
ielivs of ahy wind.

This was followed by a number of
othar measures by the Minlstry to check
tae pogrom wave, and for a while it
seemed to be effectlve. During the latter
part of January, the pogroms were less
frequent and less bloody. But then be-
gan a regular, .systematic persecution of
Jews on trains. At a number of large
rallroad stations Jewish passengers
were dragged out of cars, robbed,
beaten, and often shot. To find the
offenders wds, of course, impossible, as
the trafiis were all In a satate of siege,
dite to the war against the Bolsheviki,
and orders of the civil Government were
disrégarded. The number of Jews killed
on traing during the month of January
and to Feb. 10/wns no less than’ 200.

It i5 fair to ghy here that many Yil-
lages which were suspected of Molsha-

viem. or failed to mecét the passing
troopd with bread and ‘porndge. suf-
fered the s fate as some of the

smaller Jewis®: towns, The only dif-
fetence is thdt, while for the villages

some -pretext was necessary, in the case
of the Jews thefr racé was sufficient.

The Iatter part of Jamiary and -the
beginning of February brought reports
of minor pogroms in the ‘Cherubilov
section, in Slavuta, in unfortunate
Avruteh, in Letitchew, and tn a number
of smaller towns near the front., .About
these pogroms I have no official facts
or data, as they usually occurred just
before the towns were aurrendered to
the Bolsheviki, )

All this took place in that part of
Ukraine which prior to the revolution
belonged to Russia, In Western UKraine,
(Eastern Galicla,) where there was a
separdte Government, (Secréta,rlate.)
with headquarters at Stainslaw, all was
comparatively quiet. The Secretarinte
at Stainslaw had more power than the
Government at Kieff, and it fought the
pogroms energétically. On Feb. 13 and
14, when a band of soldieras arrived from
Russian Ukraine, and started a pdgrom
in Tarnopol, it was at onca queiied by
the local military power, and the Insti-
gators wére tried by court-martial and
shot. The losses of this pogrom amount-
ed to about thrée million erowns.

- The flrst of a new series ‘of events

which leave the scope of ordinary po-

groms and abksume the character of

slaughter occurred in a city which will

forever be written in letters of blood on

the pages of Jewish history. '
Prorkurovw.

It happened in Proskurow. The
slaughter began immediately after the
crushing of 2 Bolshetist rebellion in
which the Jews by no meens playaed a
prominent pdrt. But there is good
ground for believing that the Bolshevist
revolt was a convenient excuse for car-
rying out a scheme long planned. When
I was in Proskurow in Maych--a month
after the massacrc—I was shotn a
printed ‘' command ' from the ‘' ata-
man,”” Semecsefiko, that was dated Feb.
7, (@ week before the pogrom.) This
" command,”’ conspicuous for ita iiliter-
acy, containéd a special point in which
the Jews are svarnéd not to * incite the
Christian populace; such a wretched na-
tion and it seeks to overturn the whole
world. Why don't'yeu value your lives?"’

This * command.” and particulariy
the wverbal threats .of the self-styled
*““ataman,’”” created much uneasiness
among the Jewish population. In addl-
tion to that, it was learned that Scme-
genko had twice refused to obev arders
from higher p. to leave with his troops
for the front, on the ground that he ex-
pected a Bolshevist revolt in Proskurow
any day-. -

The datk forebodings became a real-
ity. On Feb. 15, after a- Bolshevist up-
rising which lasted several hours, Seme-
senko, at the head of several hundred of
his Cossacks, marched victoriously into
the clty. Immediately the slaughter of
Jews began, and the killing was marked
by terrible ferocity and unusuat rapidity.

Within four hours (from 2 to 8) dp-
proximately 3,000 beings—men, women,
children, and aged—were slaughtered.
This figure was given to me by the
Elder of the Jewish community of Pros-
kuroff, Dr. Lisser, and the President of
the local Poale Zionists, Dr. Greenfi€ld.
This figure is absolutely authentic. It is
charactéristic that in Proskuroff no pil-
lnge was done; there swas no time for
that. This was not a pogrom in the old
sense of the word: there was no torn
bedding or ruined stores—it was a
slaughter. After the bloody spectacle
the troops remained in the city another
week and disappeared. On their way
they made another slaughter in the
neighboring town of Felshtin, where 600
victims fell. N

Simultaneously with the slaughter in
Proskurow and shortly théreafter po-
groms occurred in Ralta, Golta, ‘l_fas_ll-
koff, and Christlnowka. The exact num-
ber of victims is unknown, as the fig-
ures vary and I was unable te ascertain
them, belng by that time (the middle of
February) already out of office. The

Jewish JMinistry was taken over by =
metiiber of the People’s. Party, Mr.
Krasny.

On Feb. 5 the Bolshevist Army entered
Kiefl; by the middle of March it redached
Zhmerinka. After that time, the Di-
rectorate was in power only in parts of
Podolien and in Wohiin, wherc the front
constantly kept shifting from east to
west and -back. The anarchy that
reigned In these sections was terrific. It
stands to reason that the Jews drained
the bitter cup to the last.

The early part of April, Berditchew—
according to Ukrainian official rceports
—was largely destroyed hy a.r_tilleljy" fire.
Berditchew, Zhitomir, Dubna, Rovna,
and other thickly populated Jewlsh
cities passed several time from onc to
the othéer of the conteriding forees.

According to various reports, the Gov-
erhment of Martos, (Ukrainian Sociil
Democrat,) gince theg beginning of April
the nominal ruling power in that sec-
tion, did everything within its power
to stop the pogroms, but it is impossible
to say to what extent it aucceeded._Au-
thentic reports are harder to get from
that part of the world than from the
wilds of Africa. '

However, from all the reports that
have reached me, it is clear that since
April the bloody pogrom wave has been
swept over to those parts which were
occupied by the Bolshevikki, Due to the
constant bread requisitions and other
causes, a series of peasint revolts be-
gan, the character of which. socon be-
came anti-Semitic. The pogroms and
masgacres were carried on not only by
rebellious ébldl‘e‘rs“ but also by large
masyuses of the.peasant population. Xeére
atrocities were committed that recall to
inind the bloody persecutions of Bogdan
Chmielnitzki. Thousands of peasants,
armed withh scythes and pitchforks,
swooped down upon the surrounding
Jewish towns.

In several places attempts were made
tc organizé a sclf-defense, but these at-
tempts were unsuccessful, for the rea-
gon that the Bolshevist power forbids
Jews to carry weapons. They contend
that if the Jews want to defend thelr
lives they must join the Red Army. But
such & step would have another efféct.
Should Jews fn large numbers joli the
Réd Army the terrjble struggle of the
pedsants against the Bolshetviki would
then openly take the form of a crusade
against the Jews. -

The fate that befell the Jewish popu-
lation of; those parts where the uprising
of Gregotiév occurred was particulariy
digastrous. In January this ‘* ataman "
was on the side of the Directorate, and
ht behaved fairly = destent, altliough
there is good ground for belifeving that
the massacre at the station Bobrinskaja,
(January, fifteen victlns,) took place
with his knowledge and corzent,

At the end of February, when the Bol-

sheviki ‘crossed the Dnieper, he joined
them with all his forces. iHe made him-
self famous by foreing the French and
the Greeks—in spite of the support of
the French fleet—to leave Cherson, Nich-
olaetf, Odessa, and Krim. By the end
of April, however, he again became an
opponent of the- Bolsheviki. He started
d rebellion against them on purely anti-
Semitic Erounds. At the same time =2
revolt broke out in the Province of
Kieff under: the leadership of Zellon.

During all these outbreaks Jewish blood

flowed most freely. In Yelisavetgrad
thore were 2,000 victims; in Cherkassy,
600. In several smaller towns nearly the
entirc Jewish population was exter-

minated. To these belong  Miedzebova,
Kuchlitch, Alexandrowka, Ziabokritch,

and Trostianetz. In the Jewish colony
of Babri the slaughter was so cruel that
only a woman and five children re-
mainéd allve.
Communication between
citles Is 8o bad that, from many places
where massacres occurred, exact data
or figures cannot he obtained. Among
these are Uman, Kremenchug, Balta,
Vasilkoff, Zvienigorodka. Altogother
there were registered from Jan. 1 to the
end of May no léss than 120 pogroms,
and the total numberof);qaths is esti-

mated at 80,000. These figures are au-
thentic and not exaggeratad.

Lately, a new series of pogroms was
startad on the left side of the Dnieper—
In the province of Ekaterinoslaw., ‘These
purts, which were  not affected very
much by the earlier pogroms, stffered

This remarkable—semi-savage _but
strong-willed—man underwent, within
one year, a tremendous *' development.!’
He changed from an extreme anarchist
to a disciple of Denikin, whom he now
supports. against his former comrades,
the Bolsheviki. _

He is a msort of Stenko Razin of the

- heavily from Machno’'s bands.
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the various

Al

twentieth century. - He exercised par-
ticular cruelty on ‘the Jewish colonies
of the Province of ilkaterinoslaw. :

To be accurate,. it must be said here
that in the Red Army, -too, there ap-
peared strong tendencies toward po-
groms. This army has lost a good ‘deal
of its former military ‘charzcter. Dire
need comf)elled' the Bolsheviki’' to re-

ceive within their ranks elements whose
clasgs ivistincts would place them among

their opponents.” Those are the peasants
0 Tentral. Russia. YWhelever uprisings
of these military bands take place, they
are directed against the Jews, and such
uprisings. oceur quite frequently. .

It ig true that the- Bolsheviki resort
to strong measures to crush such re-
volts and pogroms. Hundreds have been
shot- for participating in them. = But
until something is done the condition
of the Jews is deplorable. - .

- Finally, a word as to the condition of
the Jews in that part of Ukraine now
occupied by the Poles, which is now a
considerable arca. Besides East Galicia,
it includes a large part of the Province
of Wohlin. : o -

Pogroms in the full sensec of the word
have not been heard of during the last
few months. The Polish military power
is quite strong here, so that pogroms
cannot take place without its knowl-
edge. And the many protests against
the Polish pogroms all over the world
force, Poland to: be a litile more care-
ful, The hatred against the Jews, there-
fore, expresses itself in different forms.
Thousands of Jews from East Gallcia
arc interned in prison camps;, where
they are treated with terrible cruelty.
I'or the slightest offense they. are mer-
cilessly beaten. The camps are swept
by - o deadly typhoid epidemic—a result
of bad food and insanitary cenditions.
Jews who held Government posts
under UKkrainian rule have been. dis-

charged. Thousands of Jéewish teachers,
raflroad workers, postal employes, and
the like were thrown out of employ-
ment and are starving. Economic con-
ditions which formerly were bad enough,
are now intolerable. The trains are en-
tirely  in the hands of the anti-Semitic
Polish army, which stops at nothing to
provent the Jews from using them for

economic purposes,



