Jocum family

Farming near Taung by Hirsch Jocum and others 2016 — 2025

Hirsch Jocum wrote in April 2016

| was born in 1953 . | Went to Kimberley Boys' High School where | was | was a border as my
parents, Cyril and Taube were farmers in the Taung Area. | have very fond memories of Barney
Horwitz and his parents; of Franklin Dubowitz and his parents who were very good to me. Had
my Barmitzvah in Kimberley on 26 March 1966 Parsha Va Yikrah. | was taught by Rabbi Oscar
and Mrs Leah Werner. | remember them very fondly. | matriculated in 1971.

| left Kimberley in 1971 after matric at the age of 18 when | went to Pretoria University. | Did a
BSc and then medicine MBChB and have been practising as a General Practitioner in Pretoria
ever since.

| Married Hilary, nee Abratt, in Pretoria in December 1979. Hilary was born in Pretoria and is a
French Teacher.

Our children, are Darren born 1982, an Actuary married and living in Camps Bay.

Jonathan, born 1984, an anaesthesiologist at Washington University Medical School and Barnes
Jewish Hospital in Saint Louis, Missouri, USA and Gary, born 1988, a Veterinary Surgeon in
Private Practice in Sydney, Australia.

"

My father, was Cyril Jocum who y
was a farmer in the Taung area . £
near Kimberley later lived in .

Umhlanga Rocks. He passed away “ \
E ‘ '
o % yy
i \
.

26 February 2017, four months
short of his 90th birthday. My
mother, Taube nee Herzenberg
passed away 1981.

The Farming Jocum Family

Leon Chonin recalled that his
great-uncle Sam’s other daughter
Dinah, married Mike Jocum who
came from the Beaufort West area.
He was encouraged by his brother-
in-law, Israel Oshry also to enter
the farming business in the Taung
area. Mike Jocum purchased
farmland in the Reivilo district 50

G0 Gl bR B UEWIE 17 R3S, The Jocum family — Isaac, Liesel, Anita and

Mike and Dinah Jocum had four 2 :
children, Laurie, Maisy, Mildred Cyril on their farm. (Courtesy Isaac Jocum)
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and Cyril. They were very friendly with Kimberley folks, Jeff Geller and the Goldenbaums,
Myra and Joseph. Laurie went into the farming business with his father Mike.

Liesel Jocum answered Jane Beth Cantors question if any Jews still lived in the Taung area:
my husband Isaac and |, live near Taung on a farm. My father-in-law was Laurie Jocum. We
are the only Jews still living near Taung. We live on the farm Kokwaan. My father-in-law spoke of
a Jewish shop owner by the name of Abrahams? (Perhaps it was Abe Bayer)

Jane replied to Liesel: Wow Liesel, glad to hear from you still living in the area. When my mom
lived in Taung she said there were only a few Jewish families. | don't know about Abrahams.

Liesel said: Hi Jane, we live on a farm 50km from Taung and not in Taung itself. Unfortunately,
none of your family's names do we recall as we are the third and probably the last generation.
My father-in-law Laurie Jocum started farming here in 1938 and the only other Jewish family he
mentioned was the three Rauff brothers. Another Jewish shop trader near us was called Natie
Bayer. Very interesting to hear the history of Taung.

[Geraldine says in the early 50s she

: " was at school with Adele Bayer from
Taung (Natie’s niece, Abe’s daughter)

: who was at Beit House, the GHS
boarding school (left). Her Brother

= Arnold was also at school in Kimberley
as a boarder at CBC.]

Hirsch Jocum, son of Cyril and Taube
Jocum, who was born in Cape Town in
1953 wrote: Michael and Dinah Jocum
and their son, Laurie, farmed 50 km
from Taung Station, in the direction of
Reivilo (to the west). Taung Station and
Taung Village were roughly five km apart, each with its own post office. In 1958 my father Cyril
joined his brother Laurie and their father Mike in the farming business. Their business was
cattle ranching. (Cyril later married Anita)

Hirsch continued: | vividly recall my father, Cyril Jocum, after collecting the post, at Taung
Station going to greet Abe Bayer and his sister Rita at their general dealer store, which if | recall
accurately, was very close to the station post office. There was also a daily South African
Railway bus service between Taung Station and Reivilo. One of the stops was officially called
Bayers Halt. It was close to Nathan Bayer’s farm “Quo”. These memories stretch back to the
very early 1960’s.

The farms exist to this very day still owned by the family. Hirsh said: | went to school in
Kimberley. | was at KHS with Franklin Dubowitz and Jeff Katz. | was a border and remember
the Schatz , Lenhoff and Kurland boys from Upington also boarders very well. | was friendly
with Barney Horwitz (grandson of Polly Horwitz). Barney unfortunately went to CBC. | say
‘unfortunately’ because CBC just could not beat us at rugby or swimming! The Chonin family are
cousins of mine.
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Hirsh Jocum said: After matriculating | went to further
my studies at Pretoria University. | am a practising
General Medical Practitioner in Pretoria. | have 3 sons,
all professionals, and 3 beautiful granddaughters. They
reside in Cape Town, Sydney and Saint Louis.

Leon Chonin asked if they were related to Neil Odes
who is now in Toronto (where Leon is). Jane replied: |
think my cousin Dr lvan Cohen is related to Odes
family. Dov Senderovitz had a sister Lulu and when
they were very young their mother Dinah was
electrocuted aged 33. | think Dinah was an Odes.
(See confirmation on her gravestone in Kimberley.)
Their father was Heyman Senderovitz brother of
Aaron. Lulu had three sons lvan Cohen and Alan and
David Alperstein. All became successful doctors and
Lulu and Henry Alperstein were Mayor and mayoress
of Kingwilliamstown. Alan is a top fertility gynaecologist
in Cape Town and David a plastic surgeon in America.
Also, there are many Senderovitz or Sender family
members in Cape Town and Israel.

Taung is famous — for discoveries regarding the origin of man

Taung is well-known for an paleo-anthropological discovery of international renown.
In 1924 a fossil of a juvenile skull was discovered having been blasted out of the local limestone
quarry. It found its way to Professor Raymond Dart at Wits University who immediately
recognised it as a hominid species — a missing link between ape and man. The skull became
known as the Taung Child.

The Taung Child’s fossilised skull showed the first evidence of early human-like upright, two-
legged (bipedal) walking. The evidence was the position of the Taung Child’s foramen magnum,
or the hole through which the spinal cord connects with the brain. This spinal cord hole is
positioned toward the front of the Taung Child’s skull, a characteristic associated with bipedal

N, locomotion. This bipedal adaptation allows the
head to balance atop of the neck and leaves
the arms free; while contrastingly, a four-
legged ape has its foramen magnum
positioned toward the rear of the head to keep
its eyes facing forward (and not down) when it
moves. The cast of the brain is preserved by
the filling of the skull with limestone breccia.
The little Taung skull is thought to be from an
approximately three-year-old child that had
lived in Southern Africa around 2.5 million
years ago.

?,

Professor Phillip Tobias and the “‘Taung Child’ skull.
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This species was named Australopithecus africanus, supporting Charles Darwin's concepts that
the closest living relatives of humans are the African apes. The skull is housed at the University
of Wits in Johannesburg.

When this 3-year-old child's skull was found in 1924, it was among the first early humanoid
fossils to be found in Africa, and the first to draw major attention to this region as a place of
origin of the human family tree. Scientists did not want to believe that man might have evolved in
Africa. They had been taken in by a fake skull called the Piltdown Man of a proposed human
ancestor from England. It took more than 20 years for Raymond Dart to be vindicated and for the
Piltdown Man to be exposed as a fake, and for scientist to accept the importance of Africa as a
major source of human evolution. The Taung Child is thus among the most important early
human-like fossils ever discovered.

Palaeoanthropologist, Professor Lee Berger from the University of the Witwatersrand
demonstrates on video in 2020, the original Taung Child fossil (seen above in Professor Tobias’s
hands). It is one of the many original fossils housed at Wits University Museum. He explains how
it was found and how it came to be that Professor Dart — the one person who would be able to
recognise what it was, was able to see it. It seems there was a Jewish aspect that connected up
all the dots: see what this is in this fascinating lecture by Professor Berger by clicking here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0mWOJ56 Et0

How do we know how the Taung Child died?

The Taung Child is thought have been attacked and killed by an eagle. Scientists suspect an
eagle killed the Taung Child because puncture marks were found at the bottom of the 3-year-
old’s eye sockets. These marks resemble those made by a modern eagle’s sharp talons and
beak when they attack monkeys in Africa today. Other evidence for the eagle kill hypothesis
includes the presence of eggshells at the site and an unusual mixture of animals bones found
alongside the Taung Child’s skull. Many of these small animal bones also have damage
resembling that made by modern birds of prey.

Read also

Taunqg Jewish families and connections

Compiled by Geraldine Auerbach MBE, London, June 2024 from information supplied by
Arnold Bayer, Jane Beth Cantor, Leon Chonin, Liesel Jocum, Hirsch Jocum,

as well as information and pictures from Volume 2 of Jewish Life in South African Small
Communities researched and published by the South African Friends of Beth Hatefutsoth.

(Also, from Wikipedia and other internet resources).

On the next pages you can read Pearl Senderovitz’s personal memoir of growing up in Taung.
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Pearl Senderovitz wrote about her life in Taung
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Pearl's Memoirs 2

packed in ice and it arrived b i : A
SR T Y train at the station four miles away wh

it '}‘:"ed 't up. My mother was very kosher. We had poultry in thes),'ard:sdwe

t\)’v er}: We needed a chicken to eat, Dad would cut its throat while saying a
rocha. The chicken would go into convulsions and died a few minutes

later.

Dad Was a very learned man and knew the Torah as well as any Rabbi. At
one time when it was Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur people would come
from Kimberley and the surrounding areas for the services. At first we used
to make use of other semi Rabbis to conduct the proceedings but later my
father took over because he knew how to do it and also because he never
charged the community. The services were held at a hotel near the Taungs
station which was owned by Morris Bayer who had the same name as the
Morris Bayer who was married to Harriet, one of my mother’s sisters.

The white population of Taungs was made up of Roman Catholics, Seven
Day Adventists and Jews. Only one Afrikaans family lived in the area: they

had a daughter named Topsy who was a real bully. Once she forced me to
suck on a bone and then said to me that it was from a pig. I hated her! The

Seven Day Adventists were a fine group of people. Their minister was a Mr.
Cooper who once went on an overseas visit and on his return he gave my
father a present of a book which he had bought for him. Also from this
group, were the Renou family; father, mother and fourteen children. They
were all very good looking and I enjoyed visiting them. I was friendly with
one of the daughters by the name of Mona. They stayed some distance from
us and to get there I had to walk through a wooded area, but everything was
very safe in those days. The Roman Catholics had at the time what was
considered to be the best convent in the country in Taungs and often on a
Saturday afternoon the Father and Brothers used to come and visit my father
to discuss the Bible. The convent had a beautiful orchard and vegetable

garden and used to sell produce to the community.

My mother, Zlata, as I mentioned earlier was very religious and used to say
her prayers three times a day. We were not allowed to come to eat at the
table the if we had not washed our hands. We always had to say a Brocha
before meals. If the meat and milk knives and forks were ever mixed up, my
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] taken unc of sav 10 br g out
. Edelman from Latvia to South Africa. Well, he shouted at her
and the only break came when he stopped the next morning to pick
p Mendel and hugged him. But we learnt a great deal from him. Pesach
ghts were something special. He went through the whole seder first in
brew and then translated it into Yiddish - we never finished until about
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nid }?él Ve loveq
an S 0n X 2 Was I
, say farew, . 1S degy Spe,
\I\(fas Morrj el to hlm. bed Y one and a]|,
I s Baye by, by Person A long queye of esand white
1© Persisteq i i €T of the 1, er - Ple Waiting
problems e liquor o tel aungsag 200d bye to
day. We w, 1 and S Station because
of the one, 1. © Kimberjey o NEht until g, ¢ both had drinking
mother ¢ The is s Drhy funeral i 1y © Passed away later that
2 .
Th Sely insisteq A 00 Young 1o atrar 1S COffin on top
You M, is g m eenog oattendaﬁlnera,lbutm
sent Mike ¢, d 74 years ago ugh at ten and a haip to attend

time of yg i 1N one of the s Hiﬁh slchool. Dad had wanted him 1o
er ' el, my sister, had
ta very earj = Youth. She was only two ad the hardest

Y age : and a half when my dad d;
and contagioys . She contracted dipheherig Y tadighed.

, Which
© were all sent to stay with, ¢ Was then generally fatal

L0 overcome the situatio i e while the Doctor and

My mother had another sister, Harriet who was married to the other Morris
Bayer whose father was Ben Bayer who wanted to marry my mother when
she became a widow but she decided not to accept his offer. Morris and
Harriet lived in Border station on the border of the Transvaal and the
Orange Free State. Later the town of Jan Kempdorp was established

adjacent to Border and forty kilometres south of Taungs to cater for the

farmers who settled in the area covered by the Vaalharts irrigation scheme.
Vlorris and Harriet owned the hotel and shop in Border, and we all went 1
tay there on a few occasions. Harriet and her husband were responsible fo

ranging the marriage of my mother and bringing her out from Latvia.

ariet was a lovely lady and often gave my mom her dresses which she
\er wanted. She had two daughters, Taubie and Freda and a son Hart

o died at the age of twelve.
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\ now if he was d
ead or alj
(he South Coast, N alive. Isaac
2 > Nata 14C, my half
Vatican apd he heard i;:[ ed to listen to a stagff:fgsﬁ-wm was living down at
African Airforce and bec Mike was safe. Mendel 110h broadcast from the
Fhere was 10 other food am.e a navigator. Mom to?dsggomed the South
It Was more important toaVallable then it would be all rit;l?ffmtﬁm b
= 1
eaven.

Very recentl :
: ently I was visitin : :
eighty six years old and shge Ey ht'“e e
name of Ge er}tloned that she had met a family by the
rson, one of them said b : o
erandfather had aid by way of conversation that their
: once told them that he had
ago in Taungs. Thi o e had spent a few days, many years
Great D £B RIS got me thinking; and I then remembered that during the
i cpression my mom’s business went insolvent, a Mr. Gerson came
11 m the city to wind it up. He stayed in the house with us. One day he was
a al_one and he was undressing but our dog Jumbo, refused to let him take
off his trousers completely. He barked whenever Gerson wanted 10 make a
move, so the poor man had to sit still on the bed. ‘When we came home We
his clothes. It

got Jumbo out of the house and Gerson was able to change

was hilarious.
impressions that

d on, but the above I feel is the main

Well, I could go on an
n Taungs.

I have of my early life 1

Germiston, November , 2003.
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