The Hammar Family
Sonny and Myrtle
and children Leonard Madelene and Dennis

When Sonny (Isidore) and Myrtle married in 1940, they first settled in Warrenton where Sonny
practiced as a doctor. Myrtle went back to her family in Cape Town to have her babies. Their first
son Leonard was born in 1941. When he was four the family moved to Kimberley where Sonny
joined the General Practice of Julius Kretzmar and Shim Klein. Their daughter Madelene was born
in Cape Town in 1946. Their second son Dennis was born in in Kimberley in 1948. The family lived
at 8 Olympia Street, Herlear, Beaconsfield. Here are the three children in that house in 1950.
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Dennis found the photo of our family on holiday with the Klein family

On the left are Shim and Grace Klein, with children, Jack, Barbara and David (Alan not yet born),
and on the right, my parents, Sonny and Myrtle Hammar, with Leonard, Madelene and myself.

Here are Sonny and Myrtle with their children at their 25th wedding anniversary celebration in
1965.
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Leonard writes from Israel: | attended Kimberley Boys High matriculating in 1959. |
volunteered in the Israeli army for a year in 1961, returning to South Africa to study accountancy. |
am married to Estell (Friedman) and we have been living in Israel since 1973. We have three
children Steven, Robert and Oren (below) and seven grandchildren all living in Israel.

Madelene (Albert) Writes from Israel:
| was born in Cape Town in 1946. We were living in Kimberley at the time, in Olympia Street
Beaconsfield.

Here is a photo of Rabbi Oscar Werners' first Bat Mitzvah group in 1959 proudly carrying their

presentation siddurim in the foyer of the Kimberley Memorial Road Synagogue. From the left:
Brenda Frank, Jose Shapiro, Sharon Werner, Madelene Hammar, Pam Hotz, Delia Brown and
Pearly Goldenbaum.
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I went to Kimberley Girl's High School until 1962. | left for Cape Town in 1963 where | met my
husband-to-be Philip Albert. We were married in 1966. | have three children and four grandchildren
They are Mark, Kevin and Luanne. Two grandsons are in Cape Town one at varsity in Israel and a
granddaughter in France. We are now living in Israel. My husband is a retired pharmacist and |
studied hairdressing in Cape Town. My two sons did their army training in Kimberley

Dennis writes from Bantry Bay:

From my side, | was born in Kimberley on November 5, 1948. | attended Kimberley Boys High and
matriculated in 1965. In 1966 | left Kimberley at age 17, for Cape Town, where | studied for a
degree in Chemical Engineering. | graduated in 1969 with a BSc ChemEng. | married Cynthia Sher
in December 1971, and have four children:

Tamara (Tami), married to Justin Morris and living in Sydney, Australia. They have 4 children,
Samantha, Matthew, Isabella and Benjamin.

Gavin, married to Martine Lazarus, and living in London. They have 2 daughters, Zoe and Cayley.
Stuart, still single, is currently working in Singapore.

Mikaela, married to Stephen Joffe and living in Sydney, Australia.

Cynthia sadly passed away in January 2015. | re-married in January 2021, to Sharon Levin and we
live in Bantry Bay, Cape Town. (Read the article on Dennis’s school-boy radio scoop about
Kennedy below on pages 5 and 6).

When our Dad retired from practice in Kimberley, they moved to Cape Town where he continued to
work until he finally retired. They eventually settled in a retirement home called Woodside Village
in Rondebosch.

The Hammar family, compiled by Geraldine Auerbach MBE, London August 2021 thanks to
my cousin David Kretzmar who put me in touch with Roger Hammar and through Roger his sister
Laura Konviser, (hnée Hammar) who connected me to their cousins, Leonard, Madelene and
Dennis (above) who have sent their wonderful stories and pictures of life in Kimberley and after.

Page 4 of 6



Laura also gave us material for the story of her father-in-law, the remarkable Rev Maurice
Konviser who served with distinction in Kimberley from 1927 — 1935. You can read it here
https://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/kimberley/Families _files/Rev%20M%20Konviser.pdf
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| Kimberley youth hears
U.S. radio description

IMI ERLEY boy was one of the first people in South Africa to hear of yesterday’s |
. A iffﬁgng in Daﬁzs, Texas, of the President of the United States, Mr. John F.:

Kennedy.
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