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The study of Jewish agricultural 

settlement in an organized form in 

the European diaspora contributes to 

an understanding of the endeavors of 

Jews to improve their social and 

economic situation under the 

restrictive and oppressive Tsarist 

regime. 



The Jewish farmersô efforts were a 

unique episode in the struggle for 

Jewish survival in the Diaspora, 

whilst retaining Jewish values and 

life style. This phenomenon puts 

into perspective the positive 

character of Jewish activities in the 

Diaspora, often besmirched and 

denigrated. 



Childhood 

memories

and connections 

to the colonies



With my grandfather Zalmen Komesaroff, 

Melbourne, Australia, c.1952



My grandparentsô dining room

photos of great-grandparents Menakhem-Mendel and 

Beila-Reeva Komisaruk



Menakhem-Mendel Komisaruk and Family, Grafskoy 

Ukraine, 1913



Family of Shlomo-Zalmen and Chana-Reizel Komisaruk

Berdyansk c.1913





1. Yosef Halevy pre-surname c.1695

2. Meir c.1720  m: Beyla

3. David Komisarukc.1747  m: Khana

4. Rabbi Dov-Ber (Berel) 1776-1843 

m: Ester grand-daughter of Vilna Gaon(1720-1797)

5. Rabbi Shlomo-Zalmen  1798-1853 m: Yokhved

6. Rabbi Pinkhas  1830/32 -1897 m: Khaya-Sarah Levin

7. Menakhem-Mendel 1864-1919 m: Beila-Reeva Pogorelsky

8. Shlomo-Zalmen Komesaroff 1886-1958 m:Khana-Reizel Kom.             

9. Tybel (Tessie) 1909-1996  m: Yaakov-Reuven 

(John)                                                                                       Freedman

1910-1999

10. Khaim Koppel (Keith)b 1947 m: Sheindel (Jane) Berliner

11. Avigayil-Khana b 1980



One item held the key to 

revealing the scenario of the 

colonies.This was my 

grandfatherôs personal stampin 

a set of old Hebrew books. 





ñZelman Mendelevitch Komisarov, 
Kol. Grafskoy Ekat. Gub.ò

My mother explained:

Grafskoywas where her father was born.

Ekat. stood for Ekaterinoslav, the province.

Kol. stood forñKolonyaòor colony.



In the late 18th century territories in

south-east Ukraine came under the

control of the Russian Tsarist regime.

This area was known as Novorussia,
consisting of three Guberniyas

Kherson

Yekaterinoslav

Tavritch





Origin of Settlers 

ÅTown of Origin Number of Families

ÅMogilev & Orsha     83

ÅLutzin                  160 

ÅPoloksk                1

ÅRassein 11

ÅSalant                  30

ÅTOTAL           285



Lutzin (now Ludza, Latvia)
major community of settler origins



Lithuanian Origins - Rassein

ÅThe Rabbi,Light of the Exile, our teacherPinkhasKomisar,from
the city of Rassein,who wasAv Din, and Shokhetand examiner
in Grafskoy, a Jewish colony in the district of Yekaterinoslav,
passedawayin the year 5657[1897], 27th Adar, aged67, the son
of the outstanding one, our teacher the Rabbi Shlomo-Zalmen
from the city of Rassein,who passedaway in the year 5608
[1848]. And RebShlomo-Zalmen wasthe son-in-law of the great
rabbi, the Kabbalist, our teacher the Rabbi Menakhem-Mendel
from Rassein, who was Shokhet and examiner in the holy
communityof Girtegola and afterwardsabandonedthe labour of
slaughtering and settled in our city to study in the Great Beit
Hamidrash for 20 yearsuntil his last day,and passedawayin the
year 5596 [1835/6], and his honoured resting place is in the old
cemetery.



Colony Region ïYekaterinoslav Guberniya



Aleksandrovsk (Zaporozhe) and Mariupol Uyezds



Mariupol Uyezd Colonies, aerial photograph 1943



Grafskoy: aerial photograph 1943



Grafskoy c.1913 ïplan from memory of 

relatives



Satellite view



Grafskoy region 1865


