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The study of Jewish agricultural
settlement in an organized form In
the European diaspora contributes
an understanding of the endeavors
Jews to Improve their social and

economic situation under the
restrictive and oppressive Tsarist
regime.



The Jewish farmecefforts were a
unigue episode In the struggle for
Jewish survival in the Diaspora,

whilst retaining Jewish values anc
ife style. This phenomenon puts

INto perspective the positive
character of Jewish activities In the
Diaspora, often besmirched and
denigrated



Childhood

memories
and connections
to the colonies



With my grandfather Zalmen Komesaroff,
Melbourne, Australia, €952




My grandparent&ining room
photos of greagrandparents MenakheMendel and
Beila-Reeva Komisaruk
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Family of Shlomo-Zalmen and ChanaReizel Komisaruk
Berdyansk c1913

w




T essie) Freedman, nee Komesaroff / Komisaruk
Ancestry from Colonist Families.
en Komi:
| Bol 1798 Rassein, Lithuania
Pinkhas Komisaruk | Died
| Bomn 1830 | G fskay. Ysk Russia
| Rassein, Lithuania |Y:
| Died 1897 Grafskoy Bom 1798 Rasseln Lithuania
Menakhem Mendel Komisaruk | Died, Grafskoy, Yek. Russia
| Bom 1864 |
| Grafskoy, Yek. Russia | _Meir (Markus) Lovin_____
| Died 1918 | | Bom 1780 Salant, Lithuania
| Grafskoy, Yek. Russia | Klll-Slnh Levin | Died 1850
| | Nechaevka, Ukraine
| Salam Luhuama |
Shlomo-Zalman | Died 1873 Grafskoy
Komisaruk/KomesaroffiKaye |
| Born 1886
| Grafskoy, Yek. Russia Saadiah Meir Pogorelsky
| Marr 1907 | Bom 1810 Nezhin, Ukraine
| Grafskoy, Yek Russia _Zev (Velvel) Pogorelsky | Died 1878
| Died 1958 | Born 1835 | Kobilnye. Ukraine
| Melbourne, Vic. Australia | Nezhin, Ukraine |
| Died 1876

|_Beila-Reeva Pogorelske | Kobilnye, Ukraine
Bom

Kobilnye, Ukraine = _Benyamin Gordon
Died 1935 | | Bomn 1810 Salant, Lithuania
Melbourne, Vic. Australia IMMP_L_I Died 18!
| Nechawka Ukraine
Salant Lithuania |
Died 1912

|_Tybel (Tessie) Komisaruk/Komesaroff/Kaye Tsarakonstantinovka, Ukraine

_Shlomo Zalmen Komisaruk
Born 1798 Rassein, Lithuania
| Melbourne, Vic. Australia Died 1853
| Marr. 1937 John.R.Freedman |Born 1830 | Grafskoy, Yek. Russia
| 1910-1999 | Rassein, Lithuania Y F
| Died 1897 Born 1798
Meir Komisaruk | Grafskoy, Yek. Russia
| Born 1858 |
| Grafskoy, Yek. Russia | Meir (Markus) Levin
| Died 1907 | | Born 1780 Salant, Lithuania
| Andreyevka, Tav. Ukraine |_Khaya-Sarah Levin | Died 1850
Born 1834 | Nechaevka, Ukraine
Salant, Lithuania Rakhel ?
| Khana-Reizel

Bom 1887
Andreyevka, Tav. Ukraine _David Zhmuydya (Zhmood)
Died 1955 | Born 1818 Lutzin (Ludza) Latvia
Melbourne, Vic. Australia _Koppel Zhmood | Died 1880
| Born 1839 | Andreyevka, Tav. Ukraine
| Lutzin {Ludza), Latvia |_Khana-Reizel Komisaruk
| Died 1900 Born 1820 Rassein, Lithuania
|_Tybel Zmood | Andreyevka, Tav. Ukraine Died 1885
Born 1866 | Andreyevka, Tav. Ukraine
Novozlatopol, Yek. Rusual
Died 1906 | Bomn 1738 Plunge, Lithuania
Andreyevka, Tav. Ukrama Deverah Yovel | Died
Born 1830 | Plunge, thhuama
Plunge, Lithuania
Died 1898 Born 1784 Plunge, Lithuania
Andreyevka, Tav. Ukraine




. Yosef Halevypre-surname ¢.1695
. Meir c.1720 m: Beyla

1
2
3. David Komisarukec.1747 m: Khana
4. Rabbi DowBer (Berel) 17761843

m: Ester grand-daughter of Vilna Gaon (17261797
5. Rabbi ShlomaZalmen 17981853m: Yokhved
6. Rabbi Pinkhas 183032-1897m: Khaya-Sarah Levin
7. MenakhemMendel 18641919m: Beila-ReevaPogorelsky

8. Shlomo-Zalmen Komesaroff1886:1958m:Khana-ReizelKom.
9. Tybel (Tessie)19091996 m: Yaakov-Reuven

(John) Freedman
19101999

10. Khaim Koppel (Keith)b 1947m: Sheindel (Jane)Berliner



One item held the key to
revealing the scenario of the
colonies.This was my
grandfatheas personal stamm
a set of old Hebrew books.







nZelman Mendelevitch Komisaro
Kol. Grafskoy Ekat. Gub

My mother explained:
Grafskoywas where her father was born.
Ekat stood for Ekaterinoslav, the province.

Kol stood for iKolonyao or colony.



In the late 18th century territories In
south-east Ukraine came under the
control of the Russian Tsarist regime.

This area was known as Novorussia,
consisting of three Guberniyas

Kherson
Yekaterinoslav
Tavritch
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THE JEWISH PALE OF SETTLEMENT | | 1882 500,000 Jews Iiving in

rural areas of the Pale were forced
IN RUSS'A, 1835 - 1917 to leave their homes and live in

towns or townlets (shtetls) inthe
Pale. 250,000 Jews living along
the western frontier of Russia
R were also moved into the Pale.
3 700,000 Jews living east of the
St. Petersburg | Pale were driven into the Pale

BRI | by 1891.
Lake Pskov

7] Novgorod \
2 T ‘5;7 1891 2,000 Jews deported
e . many of them in chains.

kg 80,000 Lake

S /lmen

Wit 8 &
S ALTIC

| 1891 20,000 Jews expelled.l

® Moscow
9,000

Smolensk

® Tula

MOGILEV

s | A

=/ Voronezh
o ” 2,700

Kursk

e Kharkov
14,000

7 5

By 1897 there were 5million
Jews living in the Pale, and
320,000 outside it, of whom
100,000 lived in Siberia,
80,000 in Baltic Provinces,
50,000 in the Caucasus,
10,000 in Russian Central
Asia and 10,000 in
Astrakhan and the Terek
region.

EKATERINOSLAV

KHERSON
Nikolaev

®

0000000000 KUBAN

D The Pale of Settlement. Russian Jews were ®
confined to this area by laws of 1795 and Yaita
1835. By 1897 there were more than
Smillion Jews in the Pale.

® Towns within the Pale which were them-
selves barred to Jews without special
residence permits.

e} 100m
[ ———...
| TR |

100km

® Towns outside the Pale with Jewish
inhabitants (figures for 1897).

,/

© ‘Martin Gilbert 1976 2




Origin of Settlers

A Town of Origin_ Number of Families

A Mogilev & Orsha 83

A Lutzin 160
A Poloksk 1
A Rassein 11
A Salant 30

ATOTAL 285




Lutzin (now Ludza, Latvia)
major community of settler origins




Litquanlan Orlglns Rassein
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A The Rabbi,Light of the Exile, our teacherPinkhas Komisar, from
the city of Rassein,who was Av Din, and Shokhetand examiner
In Grafskoy, a Jewish colony in the district of Yekaterinoslav,
passedawayin the year5657[1897, 27" Adar, aged67, the son
of the outstanding one, our teacherthe Rabbi ShiomaZalmen
from the city of Rassein,who passedaway in the year 5608
[1848. And Reb ShlomaZalmen wasthe sontin-law of the great
rabbi, the Kabbalist, our teacherthe Rabbi MenakhemMendel
from Rassein, who was Shokhet and examiner in the holy
community of Girtegola and afterwardsabandonedthe labour of
slaughtering and settledin our city to study in the Great Beit
Hamidrashfor 20 yearsuntil his last day,and passedawayin the
year 5596 [18356], and his honoured resting placeis in the old
cemetery
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Aleksandrovsk (Zaporozhe) and Mariupol Uyezds
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v -‘-l :
ro Mariupol (Zhdanov) and Alexandrovsk {(Zaporozhe! regions,
Yekaterinoslav Government (Dnyepropetrovsk), Ukraine.
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Mariupol Uyezd Colonies, aerial photograph1943

597 Photo

NARA photo RG 373 GX 13115 (SK)-#2 | | | I | | | | | l
Exp 597, Sept8.1943
-

- 6,000 m
Scale = 160000 lcecm=600m




Grafskoy: aerial photograd@943

Grafskoy/Proletarsky

New development |

after 1922

‘ Road to 3@. \‘

Road to Pennes/Gorki
and HichurMovoukrainka
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\\ Mendel Komisaruk yarg
Mayer Comisarow yard (1912)
Berel Bruser yard (1912)
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NARA photo RG 373 GX 13115 (SK)-#2
Esp 597, Sepr 8. 1943




rafskoy ¢c1913i plan from memory o
relatives
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Satellite view
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Grafskoy region 1865



