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State Attorney Bach: The next witness is Ms. Elisheva
Szenes.

Presi di ng Judge: Madam do you speak Hebrew?

Wtness Szenes: Not too well.

Presi di ng Judge: What |anguage do you w sh to speak?
Wtness Szenes: Hungari an.

[ The witness is sworn. ]

Presi di ng Judge: What is your full nane?

Wtness: Erzsi Elisheva Szenes.

State Attorney Bach: Ms. Szenes, you were born in
Sl ovaki a, were you not?

Wtness Szenes: Yes.

Q Did you study journalismas a profession?

A. Yes.

Q And, in fact, you worked for a Hungarian newspaper?

A. Yes.

Q Perhaps you would tell the Court, when the deportations
from Sl ovaki a began, how you succeeded in escaping to
Hungary? Pl ease describe, in a general way, the manner of
your escape

A. In Slovakia, in Mchal ovce, they first of all arrested

the young girls. This severely shocked the famlies, since
they had not believed that they would actually take the

girls, the young wonmen and the single wonen, first. | was
al so anong them During those days | still nanaged to escape
and to hide. But later on, | nevertheless fell into their

hands and I was included in one transport which had al ready
been deported, but at the very last mnute | succeeded in
getting away fromthere as well. | should say that, on 5
May, as far as | know, about 3,000 Jews were deported from
M chal ovce

Q In what year?
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A. This was in the nonth of May 1942. The Jews were deported
from M chal ovce and | ater on they sent postcards saying that
they had been deported to Lublin. On the postcards it said:

"Alnost all of themare already in the Hradok." This was the
nane of the cenetery in Mchalovce. It also said: "W have
not yet net Wesner." Wesner was the baker, hence this
meant that they had hardly eaten any bread.

Q Perhaps you would tell us how you managed to reach
Hungary?

A. The Hungarian witers sent a cabl ed application on ny
behalf to Tiso, the President of the State, requesting that

I should not be deported, but they received a negative

reply. Thereafter | received advice fromthe well-known
writer Sandor Marai, that | should try to escape to Hungary.
I also want to add that the deportations from Sl ovakia were
carried out with absolute brutality. They hurled the girls
who were half-fainting on to buses and fromthere to freight-
cars.

Q Ms. Szenes, would you nevertheless now reply to ny
specific question - how did you succeed in reachi ng Hungary?

A. | crossed the border on foot and managed to reach
Budapest. There | subsequently obtained fromthe Foreign
O fice, in other words from the governnent, the right of
asyl um

Q Wiere were you when the Germans entered Budapest on 19
March 19447

A. I was living in Pension Darday, at No 2 Rothernere
Street.

Q What happened to you?

A. The Germans arrived on Sunday 19 March. On the Tuesday of
that week, at 5 o'clock in the nmorning, | was awakened by SS
men who entered ny roomand said: "Cone with us."

Q Whiere did they take you at first?

A. They took nme, together with a few Polish refugees who
were also living in the same pension - they took ne to
Koshot Street, to the Astoria Hotel, the headquarters of the
Cest apo.

Q How nmany days were you there?

A | was there four days, until Friday afternoon. They did
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not give us anything to eat or drink.

Q Throughout the four days, you did not receive anything to
eat or drink?

A. W received absolutely no food or drink. I also want to
stress that then, on the first day, | was the only Jewess
there. There were Hungarian mnisters, Ferenc Keresztes-

Fi scher, Mnister of the Interior, Count Gyoergy Apponyi,
Ferenc Choren, and |ater on menbers of the editorial staff
of the newspaper Nepszava, and Mano Buchi nger, a sociali st
menber of the Legislative Assenbly.

Q Ms. Szenes, where did they take you?

A. Later on - when there were already nore of us Jews - they
took us to the gaol on Zrinyi Street.

Q Can you tell the Court what they did to you there?

A. Already at the CGestapo headquarters they stood us up
against a wall for hours, and they threatened that if we
turned our faces they would use their weapons. Wen | cane
out of the baserment of the Astoria and a van for

transporting prisoners was waiting there, | shouted out in
the street to passers-by that they should stop since |
wanted it to be known that | was still alive. Wien one of

t he passers-by stopped, a SS man threatened ne with his gun
and threw ne on to the truck. In the prison on Zrinyi
Street, there were 16-18 of us in a cell of two and a half
nmetres.

Q Do you remenber that the SS nmen acted in a certain way in
order to enbarrass the wonen in the presence of the
sol di ers?

A. Yes. Every norning we had to rise between 4 and 5 o' cl ock
and to wash ourselves in the corridor while naked, which was
exceedi ngly enbarrassing to us.

Q To wash yourselves - that nmeans in the presence of the
sol di ers?

A. Yes, in the presence of the soldiers. And if anyone did
not undress and did not wash herself in a way that was
satisfactory in their opinion, they would throw a bucket of
wat er over her.

Q Ms. Szenes, in those years, 1943 and 1944, did you
al ready know what was happening to the Jews in Auschwitz?

A. Yes. | knew. Already in 1943, when | was no longer in
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M chal ovce, a man nanmed Kl ei n- Kl i nowski, who had a Hungari an
passport, and who now lives in Herzlia, noved to Budapest.
He brought the news that a nenber of the Slovakian Guard had
brought a letter from Auschwitz for the Blei famly.

Q Perhaps we do not need all these names - sinply tell the
Court what you know, in fact, of what was happening to the
Jews in Auschwitz.

Presi di ng Judge: Were you, at that tinme, already in
Budapest ?

Wtness Szenes: Yes. It was stated in that letter that gas
chanbers existed there and that they were taking the girls
to houses of prostitution.

State Attorney Bach: Did you attenpt to tell responsible
peopl e i n Budapest about these matters?

Wtness Szenes: Yes. | acconpani ed Klein-Klinowski to Dr.
CGeorg Pol gar, who was then in the social welfare departnent,
and | informed himof it. | told himabout it since danger

again threatened the Jews of Slovakia, and | very nuch
wanted themto be brought en nmasse to Hungary.

Q Ms. Szenes, what was the response to this story of
your s?

A. He said sinply: "You are a great poetess and possess a
broad i magi nation.”

Q Ms. Szenes, when did you arrive at the Kistarcsa canp?
A | also want to relate that they took nme fromthe prison
in Zrinyi Street firstly to the Schwabenberg. That was where
the Gestapo was situated. There | was seriously tortured.
And ultimately they returned ne to the prison on Zrinyi
Street.

Q Now please tell us when you were transferred to
Ki st arcsa?

A. | do not renenber the exact nunber of days, but | was in
the Zrinyi Street prison for about six weeks.

Q What happened at the end of these six weeks?

A. First of all, we Jewi sh wonen there, at Kistarcsa, were
in the hands of the Gestapo.

Q After that you cane to Kistarcsa?
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Presi di ng Judge: She has already spoken of what took place
in Kistarcsa.

State Attorney Bach: You were in the hands of the Gestapo.
Can you tell the Court when you were put, for the first

time, on a deportation train from Ki starcsa?

Wtness Szenes: Fromthere they passed us on to the
Hungari ans, and we were there for a few weeks under their
control, until July. Then they apparently knew that a
deportation transport was |eaving, since they took certain
steps. At first they took us to the Kistarcsa Kel et
station. W travelled by train to Budapest, but not to the
eastern Keleti railway station but to another station, on
the outskirts.

Q How | ong were you in Budapest?

A. They then put us in a so-called place of detention, and
there we already net nany wonmen and men who had been
transferred there from Roekk-Szilard Street and other places
of detention. After that we were taken to the Keleti railway
station and were | oaded on to railway waggons used for
transporting animals. W were about 70 people or perhaps 80
in one waggon. W stood for a very long tinme at the Keleti
rail way station. Then, neverthel ess, we were sent away. At a
| ater stage, we were held up at a station for a very |ong
tine.

Q After you were held up at that station, what happened to
the train?

A. Since we were in railway waggons desi gned for conveying
animals, we did not see, we could not observe what was
happeni ng outside, there were no wi ndows. But |ater on,
despite that, when the train began novi ng, we sensed that
the train was now travelling in the opposite direction

Q Did the train in fact go back, and were you returned to
Ki st arcsa?

A. Yes - we returned and in the evening we reached
Ki starcsa. The next norning we heard runours that we had
been sent back on Horthy's orders.

Q Ms. Szenes - what happened to you a few days later?
A. After about four or five days - | do not renenber exactly

how much tinme el apsed neanwhile - it was precisely during
lunch that SS soldiers entered and shouted "Heraus mt euch"

(Qut with you).
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Q Didthis come to you as a total surprise?

A It was a total surprise. Aterrible panic arose

Q What did they do with you?

A. By then buses had al ready been prepared and they forced
us to board the buses very quickly. A few, who were unable

to wal k, were thrown on the buses.

Q Was any consideration at all given to the sick and the
aged?

A. No, no. The wi dow of Dr. M chael Foeldi, the well-known
writer, had previously taken poison, and therefore was
unable to wal k; so they threw her up onto the bus. At great
speed we reached the railway station of Keleti and were put
into the railway waggons.

Q How many were there this tine - how many people were put
into one waggon?

A. In the waggons? Like the first tine, that is to say
t oget her, about 70-80 wonen.

Q Ms. Szenes, where did the train take you to?

A. W reached Auschwitz via Slovakia. W crossed the border
at Ol ova.

Q What happened to the people of that transport who arrived
at Auschwitz?

A. They went off, group by group, to the right and to the
left. I was sent off with the group that was directed to the
side of life, and the others, as we know, went to the gas
chanbers. Mengel e was standing there - he indicated to the
right or to the left. As he divided up the groups, roughly
hal f by half, in each of the two directions, to the side of
life and to the side of the gas chanbers - roughly, | cannot
say exactly.

Q How do you know that one side led to life and the ot her
to death, to the gas chanbers?

A. They did not conceal that at all, they nade no secret of
it. They said that to us right away, when we were directed
to the side of life, the wonen who were there told us.
Incidentally, | met acquai ntances there. There was actually
no need for gas, since many people died in the first weeks,
even in the first days - within a few days they perished
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Q Do you know roughly how many persons of the transport
survi ved?

A. No. | cannot tell you that, since they were transferred
to various pl aces.

Q To what place were you transferred from Auschwitz?

A. | was transported as part of a group of 500 people, but
within this group there were only a few people |left of those

who had conme from Kistarcsa. They took us to Fallersleben in
West Germany, to a factory for war production.

Q Didyouultimtely reach a place called Sal zwedel ?

A. Yes. Ten days before the liberation, the group was

transferred to Sal zwedel ; but by that time the group had
al ready grown to 800 who had cone froma death march, had
stopped at Fall ersl eben and were joined together with us.

Q Do you recall a particular incident concerning rail way
waggons that arrived - waggons full of Jew sh men who cane
to Sal zwedel ?

A. Yes. They cane after us. But then they no | onger opened
the doors of the waggons.

Q What did that mean? What was the outcone?

A. Since the Americans only arrived ten days later - this
happened on 14 April - they all died there in these seal ed
trucks.

Q You nentioned earlier a place called Fallersl eben. \Wat
happened there to wonen who gave birth to children?

A. In Fallersleben there were two wonen who gave birth to
babi es. At the beginning the SS wonen nursed them fondly,
for about four or five days, but afterwards, they took them
away together with their nothers. As we | earned they brought
t hem subsequently to Bergen-Bel sen and to the gas chanbers.

Presi di ng Judge: Dr. Servatius, do you have any questions to
the wi tness?

Dr. Servatius: You said that they brought you to the
Schwabenberg and took you into the office. What office was
this?

Wtness Szenes Yes. It was sone villa.
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Q But there were several officers there. The chief of the
Cerman Security Police was there, as was the conmandant of
the Sipo and the SD in Budapest; there was sonmething there
call ed the "Sonder kommando Ei chmann" and the Gernan Gestapo
was there. Do you renmenber in which of all these offices you
wer e?

A. | did not neet any Hungarians there. SS nen interrogated
me, in one of the roons. Prior to that | was guarded by a
soldier of the SS. Then they placed nme against a wall for
three hours and said to ne that if | should turn ny face

around, they would shoot nme and kill me. But notwi thstanding
that, | could no longer restrain nyself, and | turned ny
face.

Q Madane witness, ny question was: Do you renenber in which
one of the offices you were? You did not see Hungarians. Do
you renenber in which office of non-Hungarians you were? Yes
or no? Either you renenber or you do not remenber.

A. | understand. There were high-ranking officers there, and
on the sanme day Budapest was bonbed. The Gernans | ooked at
the city through binoculars, and tortured nany peopl e there,
i ncluding both a Jew and a Franci scan nonk.

Presi di ng Judge: The witness did not understand the
question. Dr. Servatius referred here to several German
offices. Are you able to tell us whether it was in the
bui | di ng of the Sonderkommando Ei chmann or of the Commander
of the Sipo or in one of the other buildings - yes or no?

Wtness Szenes: | do not know. They did not tell me and
did not knowit, and |I don't know

Dr. Servatius: Thank you very much - | have no further
guesti ons.
Judge Halevi: You said that they were interrogating you

there. What were they interrogating about? Wat did they
want to know?

Wtness Szenes: M inpression was that they intended to
attach ne to their espionage service - since they asked ne
questions of that kind. May | point out further - they said
that a journalist should know that, to which | replied:
"Yes, | ama journalist, but | amnot a statistician."

Presi di ng Judge: Thank you very nuch, M s. Szenes.
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