A
HUNDRED YEARS
OF
KIMBERLEY JEWRY

by

Cyril B. Haberfeld

It i« a malter for regret that this essay an 100 vears of
Kimberlev Jewry is not as complete as it would have been
Jesired,  This is due to the [act thal, shortly after the vut-
break of World War T1, a call went oul for the salvage ol all
old. and waste or serap paper. I a burst of (perhaps mis-
euided) patrictism mosl of the old records, minute books,
correspondence, el prior fo 1940 were given to Anti-Waste,
pulped down and thus irretrievably lost

C. Ii. HABERFELD.



{]NF. HUMNDRED years in the many thousands of years of Jewazh
T history, is but & short period. Seen however against the back-
ground of the fact that the totul period of Europesn presence or
oocupation of South Africa is mersly a littdle more thon MM years
and that Kimberley itself is only o hundred vears old, the istory
of a4 hundred vears of Kimbecley Jowry does assume some import
angd significancs.

The history of the Diamond Ficlds or Kimberley is inextric-
ably bound up snd interwoven with that of Kimberey Jewry,

Sinee time immemorial Jews have been connscled with the
dismcnd and jewel frade. It is, therelore, nol surprising and is
understandable, that with the discuvery and cxploitation of the
Diamond Fields, Jews fmom all over the world. with the major
propuertion [rom England and Germany. flocked o Kimberey.

Dating back from 1870, Jews were connecled not only with
the trading in diamonds and the development of the Diamond
Fields, bul also perhaps with the discovery of mines. It may mol
be common knowledge, but one of the [owr ongingl discoverers of
the Kimberley Mine was one by the name of Kisch.

Tt ooy Jews connecled or interested in the dismond trade or
mining were allracled 1o Kimberley by the news of the discovery
of diamonds, bul alse people from all walks of Tife,  Tinerant
traders. stwrckeepers, artisuns and iradesmen, nﬂ'rfc}iinlmal WECT,
adventurers, cic., all found their way there. A very colourful and
celebrated character of the very carly days was one by Lhe name
of “Tkey™ Sonnenberg. an American Jew whoe had fought in the
Aumerican Civil War. A giant of o moao, be was said to have had,
apart from his other remarkable characteristics and qualilies,
pair of amazingly big feel matched only by “The stz o sofimess
of s heart™

Ope of the carliesl mosport companies W COnvey PUssengers
and goods from the Cape to the Fields, was operated by a Jew
from Ceres named A, Ambolte,

Amonz the best known of the first Jews to armmive from
Eneland and 1o embark in prospecting. digging and irading in
dia-mnm:l;. amd also finuoee was David Harms (subzequently Sir
David Harris) who ammived in 1871, He was followed a year later
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by his cousin Harry Barnato and in 1873 by Rarney Bamato. A
few years later the nephews of the Burnatos, Solly and lsuae Joel
arrived on the Ficlds,

Oiher carly Jewish arrivals, whoe made and Teft their marks.
nol only on the Kimberley scene, bot also on the national scene
of these early and subsequent years, were men like Maurics
Marcus, a pariner of Sir I. B. Robinson.  Alfred Beit, a member
of o well known Hamburg familv, who became 3 cluse associate
and ¢onfidant of Ceeil Jobn Rhodes.  The Masenthal family who
had come o South Africa in 1841 and who wore invalved in
trading, the hide. skin and wool trade and transport. and who were
instrumental in impurling the fiest Aogora goats into South Afric,
soun mads their presence felt in Kimberley.

[Larry Mosenthal, son of Adolph Muosenthal, and oone of the
firrl Sewlh African born members of the Tamily, was eonccrned,
together with John X, Merriman. in vosuccessful allempts to
amalgamile the various diamond imterests.  Something afterwards
seeomplished by Barney Barnato and Ceeil Tolin Bhodes,

Several vther Jews who attained prominence in mining and
financial circles in Kimberley in the very early days were Lionel
Phillips (later 8ir Lionel), Georpe Albu (later Sir Cieorge) and the
well known combination of Lewis and Marks.

While Kimberley was still in the process of sctiling down after
the heetic and wild days of the Rush, and developing [rom a
mining camp ol o wwn, o number of Tews fell the noed and the
urge to form a Congregation,  To hold Divine Services and to
perform such religious acts as the imiliatory rite of Circumeision.,
Garmitevahs and marriages and burials o accordance with the
tenels and teadiboos of Judaism.

The Mirsl sleps wowards bringing this desire o fruition came
about in 1871 when @ lemporary or loose congregation called “The
Griqualund West Hebrew Associalion™, came into being.  Divine
Servives were held and circumcisions and marriages were per-
[ormed by Bev. Juel Kabinowitz of Cape Town and Bev. Samuel
Rappaport of Port Clizabeth, on their rather infrequent pastoral
visizs.

At this stage the Jewish community numbered some | 400
aonls of whom =ome M were adull males.  This s awoording to
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the writings of Dr. J. W. Mathews who is cited by the historian
of the carly days of Kimberley, Mr George Bect.  Mr Beet goes
an o sy, further, “There was no Synagosue, Rabbi or Reader.
The Congregatipn uliized a Hall in Woodley Siresl whers services
were held and conducted by luy members on High Holydays.
These lay members were young men who gave their services
gratuitously,”™ A Burial Ground was commenced in 1871 by Mr
C. Sonncnberg and completed by Mr E. R. Maoses.  The firs
burrul w lake place in this cemelery was that of a youth Arthur
Marcus whe died at the age of 17 oo 27ih December 1871,

The carlicst birth to he recorded is that of Victor Albert
Rosellensiein who was born on 22nd Avgost 1873 and cireumigsed
by the Rev. Joel Rabinowitz of Cape Town on one of Tis visits.

Eighicen sevenly-lhree saw the formation of a permancot

congregation and the first full tirme minisier was the Bev, Berthold
Albu who served the community ungil 1E76.

Aoprant of 4 site (nowr occupied by the statee of Ceoll Rhodes)
was mieds by the London and South African Exploration Com-
pany [or the purpose of erccting a Svnagogue. The foundation
stemz of 1his huilling was laid in 1875 by Mrs . Sonnenberg.
wife of the first President of the Congregation i the presence of
5ir Henrv Barkly, Governor of the Cape Colony and Sir Richard
Sowihey, Admimsicator of the Diamond Fields.  The building
which held 250 and proved muech o smsll, was o miher unperes
tentious, galvanised iron structure and cost £3 000 (Be 0001 Eey,
Alha performed the conseeration in 18T, The President then in
office was Mr L. Goldsmith.

Rev. B. Albu. who ministersd o the congregation [or almaost
three vears, was succecded by Rev. M. Mendelsoho, whe made
2 terrific impact on the community. Born in 1833 he was distantly
related to the composer and also to the fmous plilosophber, Moses
Mendelsohn, He armived in Britain, [om Germany, in 1830 a1
the age of 17, Adter completing bis studies be hecame the minisoer
of Exeler Hebrew Congregation at the age of 220 In 1E78 he wus
chosen by the then Chief Rabbi of Greal Britain, Dr Adler, 10
replace Rev. Albuw, his brother-in-law, in Kimberley. He remained
i this post until 1884, when he retired [rom the mimsiey, Adihough
he had retired [rom Lhe minisicy. he resamed office for a short
while aller the death of s swecessor, Reve Ornstein, and from
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tme te time, he performed the duties of Minister in acting
Gapacity.  Fle died in 1889, Apart from his dulies 25 Minister
he ook an aclive part in non-Tewish activities such s Lhe Libeary
Board, the Hospital, Education Bowrd and other local affairs.

According to Mr Frank Bradlow, Rev. Mendelsohn's sum. Mr
Sidney Mendelsohn came 1o South Alrica about 1880, Lle entercd
the Dianmond Trade in which he prospered, and beeume @ direclor
ol the Bullfontein Mining Company, of which he wus later clinir-
man until 1900 when il was taken over by De Beers Company.
He was also chairman of New Vaal River Diamonds which Lid
oul the township of Sydney-on-Vaal some 40 miles from Kim-
berley.  The wownship was mamed affer him. Always @ great
collector of biblingraphy and Africuna he established o Publig
Library at Sydney-on-Vaal, His enormous personal collection of
Alricana bibliography znd paintings was bequeathed by him, to-
gether with a large sum of money te be utilised for the oy uisition
of further books. to Lthe South Alrican nation.  This collsclion
is presently housed in the Mendelsohn Library (opened in 19232)
m the Sewth African Houses of Parliament,

T the fover of the Memorial Read Svnaguozue i5 a beutiful
brasy and enamelled mural memorial table, commemaorating the
memory of the 114 members of the Jewish [aith who fell in the
Anglo-Boer War,  This was presenled by Mr 5. Mendclsohn “in
bowig and filial memory of his father, Rev. M, Mendelsohn and
also lis daughter Ruby"™ who was drowned when the Drummond
Castle sank n 189G,

Rev, A Omstein, a yioung man of 21, replaced Rev. Mendel-
sohn in 1884 and in the words of Mr George Beot “Tilerally
worked himsell 1o death™ Deseribed by Dr Muithews (2 non-Jew,
previously quoted), as a “voung man of infinite ¢harm and eapa-
bility™ he was full of enthusizsm and threw himsclf inio his dutics
with great zeal and conscientiousncss. He disd a year afler his
appomntment on the 18th June 1885 at the carly age of 22, Refer-
ence Lo the marriage regisier of the day. reveals the rather poignant
[act that he was marricd 10 @ voung girl of 18 named Belly Cohen,
vnly six months prior to his death,  The marriage ccremouy had
been performed by his uncle, the Rev, AL I Ormstein of Cape
Town. He had so endeared himself to his congregants and other
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seclions of the town, that o memorial tombslione was crocted (o
him which had been subscribed to by members of all denomina-
Lans,

Rev. Mendelsobm, as mentioned carlier, siepped into the
bresch until the arrival of Rev., Mark Harris in 1887 who con-
tinued Lo serve until his departure for Jobanneshurg in 1389

Then cime a reverend genileman who was perhaps Lthe doyen
of Kimberley Jewish Ministers — the Rew. Hurris Tsaacs who
arrived From Londen in 1890, Aller serving for three yeurs, he
left [or Johanmesburg in 1893, Retwrning w Kimberley i 1897,
he ministered Lo (he wants of the Congregation with unflagging
amd indefatigable Feal and devotion until his retirement in 1927,
A total perivd of service of 33 years spread over o perind of 37
years. During his incumbency, he lock an active mlgrest in comm-
munil affairs in the town — Jewish as well as non-Jewish. A
great scholur and a brilliant orator he wok a deep iolersst W
education. Ile was instrumental in collecting [unds for e
establishing the Stockdale Street School and wus. for wery many
years Vice-Chairman of ihe Kimberley School Buard. He was
“mentioned in despatches” for his services to the Town during the
Sizge of Kimberley. He also rendered yeoman seTvices to the
wown and the community during the terrible 1918 Flu epidemic.

An interesling sidelight in connection with Rev, Tsaacs is a
phuosiat copy, reproduced in this pamphlet, of a page from his
nolehook. dated RS, just prior to his arrival in Sputh Africa. The
calary paid Lo him of £25 (RS0) per genuer, and the conditions
of service s rather revealing.  Furiher investigations show 1lhat
e was then a marmied man with two children.

Following the death of Cecil John Rhodes, the D Beers
Company was degirous of erecting 2 slalug 0 his memory on the
site then oocupied by the Synagogue,  Tn exchange they ollercd
the Congegralion the ground in Memorial Faoad where the present
Synagogue slands.  The laying ol the foundslion stong Was per-
formed by Mr G. H, Bonas, 1P, in 1901, President of the Cnngre-
gation at the time, Consecralion of the Synagogue was performed
by Rev. lsaacs, on Scplember 14th, 1902,

While by no means one of the Jargest Svoupogecs in Lk
country. it is certainly one of the most beautiful. A high, graceful



dom: surmounts the building and the Ark of the Law is a glorinus
marbled  architectural fantasy of pillars, minarets and domes
presenting an Eastern smosphere, At the sume time as Lthe
Synagopue was erected 3 School room was crocied alongside, This
Hall now known as the Minor Hall was wriginally koown as the
“Oueen Vietoria Memorial Hall™. The first marrage o be
solemnised in the Synagogue was that between Mr Aaron Raolf
and Miss Selima Satisolsky on 11th Tanuary, 19903,

Afler the retirement of Rev, Harris Isages, the [ollowing
ministers held office: Rev. M. Konviser from 1927 to 1935 when
he left for Rhodesia. He laler became Chicf Rabbi of Rhodssda
and was awarded the O.B.E On his retirement he relurned o
Svuth Africa and olliciated in Cape Town wntil his death, Rabhi
Dr Wald from 1935 w 1936, Rev. W. Yesorsky from 1939 wmil
1941 when he enlisted in the Forces as a chaplain and served in
the Middl: Last as Tewish Chaplain to the Znd South Alrcan
Division. On his return to Sputh Africa in 1943 he returned to huis
post where he remained uatil 1945, when he took o pusition in
Bulawayo and where he died a few vears ago, Dwring his absence
on War service the wants of the Congresation were Inoked alter
by Rev. W. Wulf. Rabbi A, R. Abrahamson took over from 1946
to 1951, [ollowed by Rev, €. M. Bloch, 1952 1o 1957, Rabhki O,
Werner who served the Congregation for the sccomd longest il
in its history, remained for 13 years namely from 1937 to 1970,
until his departure (o become the Spiritual Head of Greenside
Congregation. The present incumbent is Rev. ). Matrner who
wis inducted by the Chiel Rabbi, Dr Cusper on Z4th September,
1571,

Mention must also be made of Rev. Ch. Goldbers who served
this Communily as Schochet, Mohel, Teacher amd  Assistant
Reader for 30 years [rom 1925 w 1955, Tobute musl also he
peidd Lo Mr Sam Levin who came out from Fogland at the tum of
the century 10 tuke up the position of Secretary Lo the Congrega-
oo, He rendersd invaluable servives in this (ull time capacily
from 1900 until 1935 and from then on after his retiremnent ontil
1952 as part time assislant

Menticn s also to be made of Mr L. Weinstein, happily still
with us und in his 84th vear who has, and still renders devoted
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assistance in the Svnugogue services on Sabbuths and Festivals,

Since the esmablishmend of the Congregation, the following
pentlemen have presided ower the interests of the Congregation
from its incoption to the present.  For the pericd from 18373 o
1914, the chronological order may oot be stoclly correct, doe (as
aloreszd o the prefoce) to the loss of reconds,

. Sonmenberg

Dr Louws Goldsmith

Mr Joseph Saber

Mr Flavien E. Lezard

Mr . Ll Bonas, 1P, (Lile Presideal)

Mr Sam Stone

Mr Twaae Lews

Mr Abrabam Gresnberg

Mr William Sagar, LT (TLife President)

Mr Sagar served wilth greal devouon as President for owver
25 wears.

Mr M. M. Aronson 1932-19346

D 5. Eweiback 1936- 1938

bir Bernard Goldberg (9381944

Dir Mool Kretmmar (944- 1947

Mr Ciustav Bowman Haberlfeld [947-1954

Dr Harry Walfeahn 1954- 1981

Mr Harew Stein 1961-1962

Dy Hymic Tocker 1962-1965

Mr Solomon Alofovitz 1905-19%66

Mr D lsadors Hammar 1966-1967

Mr Salumon Alulovitz 1967-1972

Wr Mathon Coben present Incumbent.

Furallel with the development) of (he Congregation came the
estublishment of Kindred Socictics.  Fighfeen eighly-five saw the
foumbatipn ol the Griqualand West Jewish Helping Hand and
Philanthrepic Society. This sowdely which has been wnder the
chairmanship of Mr A, Pollen for many years, has fortunately
only hod minimal calls on its funds for several vears,
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The Grigualand West Hebrew Burial Socicty came officially
into being as o separate entity in 1896, This society, which takes
care of the performance of the last rites aceonding to Jewish cos-
tom and also the mamienance of the cemeterics, las been presided
over by Mr L. Weinstemn for the past 23 years. The old cemetery
in Stead Sireet had filled up and a piece of ground was acguired
in the West Lod and [irst taken into wse in 1929 Both the old
and the new comelenies are very well lended and are veritable
“gardens of rest”™. Both the abowve Societies bave been admicably
served for nearly 40 years by Mr Joe Brepoer o an Huovrary
capucily as Secretary.

A Grigualand West Ezrath Fionist Sociely bas been [unction-
ing simce aboul 1904 and is now under the chairmanship of Wr
P. Klein, For many years afller the war, and up 1o his untimety
death, Mr Harry Klzin was the chairman and rendered dedicated
service to the Zionist Cause. About 1953 2 branch of the Women's
Fionist Leapue was formed and is presided ower at the moment
by Mrs M. Duinow. The two orgamisalions bave roissd con<der-
uble sums of mooey [ur Ismel, comparable per capita with any
olher branch in the country.

A ball called (he Ziomst Hall was buill in 1907 in Lenpesx
Sireel and wsed for meetings, Hebrew School classrooms and the
holding of weckday afternoon and evening services.  This ITall
was sold in 1940 and subsequently demolished,

In 1900 a small number of the newer Yiddish-speaking sci-
tlers, being out of symputhy with tbe exisling congregation, hived
off and founded o separate congregation,  They buill a Synagogne
in Baronial Sireel which was opened in 1911 wnder the name of
“Beth Hamidrash Linas Hatzedek™. Lor o long pericd services
were held regularly, duily, on Subbaths amd Festivals, Nowadays
only daily afternoon and evening services arc conducted there.

Retween the two World Wars a Kimberley JTewish Guild was
founded, fanctioned, flourished and foundered.

A lodoe of the Hebrow Order of David of Soulh Adoca (a
fraternal orgenisation) snd named aller Mr Lowis Tssacsou, an
csteemed snd valued member of Kimberley Jewry, wus conse-
crated in 1931, The President in office al the Uume of wriling 15
Mr E. Benm.
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Angther Jewish organisation which renders service to all sec-
tons of the communily irrespective of race. colour or creed, is
a branch of the Union of Jewish Women. Started in Kimberley
in 1939 the co-chairadies are Mesdames L. Coben and B, Ben-
JAmin.

A anciely which no Jonger functions, having become defunct
m 1913 or 1914, was the G.W, Jewish Sick Lencfii Soctety, which
aperated along the lines of a present Medical Aid Socicty,  Staried
in 1907, mainly due (o the efforts of Kev. Harris Isaacs, who was
the [irst Chairman, the membership was 122, Taler considerably
reduced by an exodes from Kimberley becuuse of & depression
in the Dhamond trade. Tn the light of the present day costs of
medical services. it is most inleresting to note that the subscription
payable was ongimally 206 (25¢) per month, later increased 1o 1/-
(10} per week. For this small amount, medical attention. fres
hospitalisation, payment fur loss of income, while ill or during the
7-day compulsory period of mourning (Shivah) was provided. Tn
the ¢venl of death payment of £10 (R20) was made. It should
be menlicned, that at that time, hospilal fees were 5/~ (50c) per
day! TDhuspile the low rate of subscriptions puid, and the wide
range of benefits offered, 1he Socicty was able to balance heir
budgel,

Throughout the 100 vears Kimberley Tews have [ully indenti-
lied themselves and have played their part in every facet of local
and nalional government,

Sir David Harris sal in Parliument for an unhroken period of
32 years.  Firstly in the old Cape Legislative Assembly (rom 1897
1o 1910 and then in the South Afrcan Parlisment from 1900 1o
1939, Mr Burney Bamato was another Jewish member of the
Cape Legislative Assemblyv. Messrs Fo K. Lowentbal, L.I°. Lezard
and Dr 5. Fweiback were al different times. members of the Cape
Prowincial Couwncil,

Jews have also been most active in Civie alfairs.  Apart from
many who were Cily Councillors, the following have occupied the
Maynoral Lhair:

1906 WILLIAM SAGAR, IT% (18/4/06-31712/06).
19207 —10908  WILLTAM SAGAR, JIn
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1931 -1932 RERNARD COHEMN,

1953 -1955 GUSTAVE BOWMAN HABERFELD.
(The [irst Kimberley born Jew to be clected Mayor).
1939 1961 LIONFEL JAWNO.

1964 1965 CECTL JACK SUSSMAN (April 64 to Sept. 65).
1965 —1967 GUSTAVE BOWMAN HARERILLD.

Twio JTews, Messcs M. Datnow and T, Breoner are members
of the Divisional Couneil,

Tews have always been loval to the lund of their birth or
adoption and in Kimberley they proved to be no exception, Dunng
the Siege of Kimberley many enlisted in the Town Guard., This
unil was commanded by Caol. (5it) David Harris who had alrendy
shown Timscll W be an efficient soldicr, To 1877/% he was on
active service in the Gaiko-Galeke campaizn and was mentionsd
in despatches.

He alzo saw serviee in the Bechuanaland rebellion and lead a
reliel column to the beleaguersd Whites in Griguatown, [le woas
Commanding Officer of the Kimberley Regiment and  later
Colonel-in-Chief.  His son, Colonel Herbert Harrizs, followed in
iz [votsieps as Commanding Officer.  The marriage of Sir David
i Rosa Gabrigl was the [est Jewish marrisge to be selimnised gn
the Diamond Fields.

As Chairman of De Beers Company he was acknowledged
as an aulhority oo Jivmond mining and finance, Many charilable
organisations have reason o be gralelul lor his benevolence.

Full of vears apd bhonours he died in September 1942 al the
age of 90 and was Taid 1o rest in the West End Jewish Cemetery.

It is nol koown how many of Kimberley Jewry served in
World War T [914/18, bul nine made the supreme sacrilice. A
bronze memorial (o them slaods o the Synagopue. OF (hese Lisyl,
Willium Joffe was awarded the DRSO and Capluin Michas] Lick-
som the MC

The outhbreak of World War TT saw upwards of 30 of Kim-
berlew’s Jews on Active Service. Many also served o Uhe Nolional
V¥olunteer Brigade as did many women in the Women's Auxiliary
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Services. OF thuse on Active Service, Privale 5. Odes was awarded
the M.M. and Sialf Sergeant C. B. Haherfeld the EM. and 2 Mili-
lary Commendalion.

Considerable contribulions were made in the ficld of Letters,
Literature and Jourmalism hy such well-known writers as Suarah
Cierirude Millin, Benjamin Benneit, Dan Jacobson, and to a lesser
degree, Cyril Harris,

Lhroughout the ages Jews were known as the “people of the
Book™, The cult of learning was csieemed more than Lhat of
wealth,  The furtherance of education, hoth religious and secular
has always drawn supporl [rom Kimberley Jews,  Several have
served on the Kimberley School Board,  As mentivoed earlier
Bev. Hurris [sascs was instrumental in the foundation of Stockdule
Strest School.  He served on the School Doard from 189Y o 1927
heing Vice-Chairman from 1918 to 1927, Mr William Sagar from
192? Ll 1932 Mr 'G H II.':IIJI:TfL"ld from l'?ldl.ﬂ L dﬂtn_"'.. ]:lg:iug Yice-
Chairman from 195171953, Chairman from 1953 o 1960 and Viee-
Charman from 1960 @ 1989,

Omne of the tenets propounded by the Jewish sages, mammely the
practice ol philanthropy, has besn well observed by Kimburley
Tewry. Without any regard to sy denominational or colour dis-
tinctions the community has responded to the ealls of welfare
and charitable orzanisations.

sir Allred Beit left a large sum of money 1o the city for the
Alfred Beil Memorial Fund and this was [urther supplemented by
the bequest of Mr Bermard Klisser of the major portion of his
estube in the neighbourhowd of £45 000 (R0 0000, The fund which
15 now known as the Alfred Beil and Klisser Beguest functions for
the Benelil of the needy in the cily, Another substantial beyusst
by the city was made by Mrs H. Siew,

The ameount of charity dishurred by Mr Frederich Hirsch-
horn, who wus inlerested in varions mining orgunizations, will
never be known.  Large amounts were given by him in a quict
and unostentatious manner o keeping with his characier,

Health services have also attracted the support of the com-
munity. Various members have served on the Hospital Board
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and Mr William Sagar served for many vears and also as Chair-
mun. Dr H. Wolfsobhn one ume Medical Officer of Health, de-
voled himsell most energetically (o combatting T.B, and (he H. M.
Wollsohn Sunta Centre bears testimony Lo his efforts.  Endow-
menis and beguests wo the Kimberley Hospital have been made by
Messes CGoorge Mosenthal, [arry Mosenthal, 5. B. Toel, Mrs H.
Siew, 5ir David Harrizs, Mre and M M, Aropson and Mr H. van
der Heim,

In the fizld of Commerce local Jews have been prominenl.
Several have besn on the committee of the Kimberley Chamber
of Commerce. Mr G, B. Haberfeld has been President and Mr
H. 1., Shein, President from 1968-1972, which 15 a record period
nf service in thiz capacity. He also served ag Mational Viee-
President of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of South
Africa, represenling the MNorthern Cape,

Criqualand West sport bas drawn its share of devolees, both
players and  sdmimsicaiors, from local  Jews.,  Players oo
numerous 0 meplion have ohtained their Grigue colours 1o
Rughy, Cricket, Soccer, Tennis, Hockey and Bowls,

Two ol the highlights in the history of the congregation, bave
been the occasions on which it was bomoured by visits by Chicf
Rabbis of the British Empire, Once by Rabbi Dr J. H. Herle,
of revered memory, in November 1920 and by Rabbi Dr Isracl
Brodic in April 1950, The latter laid the foundation stone of the
Helena Siew WMemorial Talmud Torah

For many years the congregation had felt the wanl of @ soit-
ahle Commuual Hall. This want was [lled uwltimately. Funds
were collected and a hall was buill adjoining the Synagogue. This
hall was afficially opened on 26th November 1950, by the Presi-
dent, in office at the ume, Mr G. B. Haberfeld.

In conclusion, it is regretlable and a matter for decp concern.
that, numerically the congregation 5 dwindling. Tt is, howewver.
o be hoped, that with the expected development of the resources
ol the hinterlamd, (hat many more Jews will be attracted o Kim-
berley and help 1o reinforce and revitalise the Congregation.



Griqualand West Hebrew

Congregation Committee
1973 — 1974

LTFL TRUSTELS:
Mr Joz Breaner — Mr Abe Pollen

PRESIDENT:
Mr MNathan Cohen

VICE-FRLSIDENT:
Dr 5lum Klein

TREASTIREER:
Mr Solly Alulovitz

COMMITTLE:

Mr David Allen Mr Therrick Horwile
Mr Bobby Benn Mr Geldie Mechi
Mr Webby Cohen Dr Leon Maresky
Mr Saul Ginshurp Mr Elly Zhles

MIMNISTER:
Rev. J, Id. Matzner

SECRLETARY:
Mr Casper Klewansky

KINDRED SOCIETIES

JEWISH BENEVOLENT S0CTETY
KIMBERLEY

PREESIDENT-
Mr Abe Pallcn

VICE-PRLESIDENT:
Mr Sally Alufovitr

TREASURER:
Mr Joc Brenner
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COMMITTEE:

Mr Thave Capon Mr Dermick Fuorwils
Mr Webby Cohen T Teon Maresky
Mr Saul Ginsburg Mr Hymic Scidle

HON. SECRETARY:
Mr Joe Brenner

GRIQUALAND WEST JEWISH
BURTAL s0CIETY

HOM. 1.IFE PRESIDEMNT:
Mr Lippl Weinsiein

VICE-PRUESIDENT:
Mr Selly Alufovits

TREASURER:
br Wehby Cohen
COMMITTEE:
Mr Armneld RBayer Mr Boriz Kaplan
Mr Bernard Benjamin Mr Mike Klcia
Mr Cvril Llaberleld Mr Casper Klewansky

Mr Cgstave Haberfeld
HON. SECRETARY:
Mr Joe Brononer

HOM, LIFE MEMBER:
M= Bessic Klein



