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SWidiRY .

1. Tho onetime Polish Jewish population of 3,351,000 was roduced by the
Nozis to a merc 80,000 or so within Poland itself and another 40,000 to
50,000 survivors in Westorn Curopo; ot least 100,000 also survived in the
Soviet Union. Doprived of numbors, property, organization, and funds,tho
Polish Jows faco many o'bs*baclzlos in redonstructing their life in Poland.
2. Tho coro of rovivoed Jowish 1ifo in Poland is the Contral Committeec of

Jows in Poland (Contralny Komitot Zydowski w Polsce), which, with funds

suppliod largoly by the Governmont, has undortalon a number of projocts

in tho social, oconomic, ond cultural fiolds, Religious mattors fall

within the purviow of the officially rccognizod Union of Jowish Roligious

Comaunitios.

3. At prosent, the occupational ond oconomioc structuro of the Polish
Jowish community is undergoing o change as producors ond sorvico coopera-

tivos and, to somo oxtent, agricultural pursuits roplace the older forms

of individual and private ontorprise. The Govermnmont is oncouraging Jows

to sottlo in Lowor Silesia on lands acquired from Gormanye

4. At the samo timc that the Govermmont has supported the Contral Committec,
it hoas also oxprossod itsolf in favor of Zionism and has officially approved

tho omigration of its Jowish citizons to Palostinc.

5, Anti-Scmitism, o traditional featurc of Polish political and oconomic

1lifo, hos agnin oppoarcd, A tool of somo forces socking to unscat the

prosont loftist rogime, tho movomont has florod up in o mumbor of violont
incidonts. Tho Govormmont has mndo anti-Somitism o crimc, but tho outrages
continuo, although on a somovhat roduced scalo.

6« Bocousc of tho difficultios of life in Poland and the dangors of anti-
Scmitism, Polish Jows have beon leaving the country, hoping to roach
alostine by ono route or anothers

7. The continuanco of tho conflict botwoon tho Govormnmont and the opposi-
tion in Poland is conducive to a rosurgonca of anti-Somitism, which is

onsily omploycd as a weapon in this conflicts Tho surviving Polish Jows
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thus romain victims of a political quarrol that is ‘only tangontially thoir

o
Il

interost and not at all of thoir ‘moking,
.8. The survival of Jowish life in Poland dopends upon tho vitality of the
individuals wvho romo.in,. tho influonce of Soviot policy, and the amount of

aid recoivod from dJowish organizations abroad. It also doponds in part
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upon tho attitu_de of thosc Polish Jows who aro now boing repatriatod from T

s L.

tho USSR to Poland,
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THE JEVWS IN POLAND SINCE THE LIBERATION

I. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Tho pooplo of Poland worc among tho hoavicst sufforors at tho hands
of the Gormans aftor Secptombor 1939, HKore than threo million of the Polish
citizens who porished under tho Nazi occupation wore mambers of Poland's
Jowrish community, ogainst which tho Nazis proparod and carriod out an clabo-
rato program of deportations, cnslavemont, starvation, torturo, and murdor.
Today a littlo moro than 80,000 Jows survivo insido Poland, tho romnant of
a com.wni‘by that once numborod well over throo millions. Any gonoralizations
about the Jewish community in Poland since tho liberation of tho country
must, thoroforc, bo statod in light of this fact.

The physical and social probloms attondant upon tho reintegration
of somo 80,000 Jows into tho fabrioc of tho now Poland would appoor, on tho
foco of it, to bo rolativoly simplo. Tho problom is complicatod, however,
not only bo tho wanknoss of tho surviving Jowish community but also by tho
survival of anti-Somitism in Polande So viclont have boon tho anti-Saomitic
incidonts rouportod and so widesproad is tho foar for thoir lives among tho
hoandful of Jowish swrvivors, that some Polish Jows havo boon roported sock-
ing to oscapc to tho Amorican fono in Gormany rathor than ramain in Poland,.
Othors, who havo gom-a back to Poland, aro roported to be rcturning to westorn
Gormany aftor only a short stay. Polish Jows in displaced persons conters
in Gormany have, morcover, almost unonimously doclinod to return to thoir
formor homeland, Tho goal of most of thoso pooplo is sanid to bo Palostinoe.

Tho prosont Poliah Govormmont noithor supports nor condoncs theso
monifostations of anti-Scmitism, which it troats as at loast in part an
oxprossion of anti-Govornmont scatimont. For o considorablo poriod tho
Govornmont appoarod unable to half tho attacks upon Jows=- or, for that
mattor, upon non-Jows, somc of whom worc also attackod by right-wing forcos
oporating clandostinoly in tho country. Howovor, the Governmont has placed
its opposition to anti-Scmitism firmly on rocord and has givon finoncial

and othor cupport to tho Contral Committcc of Jows in Poland (Contrulnz
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Komitot Zydowski w Polsco), tho official body .roprosonting Jows in tho

country. Furthormoro, a numbor of Jews have boen appointod to posts in tho
Govornmont, Jowish commmity lifo has boen déncouraged, and arrangomonts hovo
boon mado to rocoive o considarablo m_mbor. of Polish Jows from tho USSR,
whoro thoy woro takon aftor the Soviot occupation of thc; country in 1939,
Efforts aroc boing made to rostore tho Jowish commmity in Poland,
both by tho Govormmont and by tho Jows thomsclves. To bo fully succossful,
howovor, such moasurcs must bo accompaniod by con improvomont in gonoral
cconomic conditions within tho country and by a strictor onforcomont of
int;:wrm’i socurity. In anddition, tho prosont ambivalcnt policy of tho
Polish Govcrnmont as rogonrds tho choico botwoon Jowish omigration and
rostoration of tho Jowish commmity must bo clarifiod. It i-s probablo
that if tho Polish Jows rcturning from tho USSR provo to bo a vigorous
group, willing to adapt thomsolves to conditions which will bo sovoro at
bost, tho Polish Jowish ct;nmunity may bo ablc to bogin tho work of rocon-
struction, as distinct from tho proscont omphasis upon rolioef and rohabili-

totione

iI. THE BACKGR&U':D

Tho Jowish community in Poland wns onco ‘tho largost in wastorn Europo,
outmmbor;)d among thoe Juwish communitios in tho world only by tho Jows in
tho Soviot Union and in tho Unitod Statos. Its 3,351,000 mombors, whoso
ollogianco ranced from orthodox Judcism to socular notionnlism, provided
tho basis for o rango of vigorous nlthough somowhat isolatod cultural,
roligious, and socinl activitios. Lifo for tho Polish Jows wos, howovor,
constantly hamporod by an anti-Somitism that had bocomo incrocsingly wido-
sproad ocmong tho population sinco the carly ninotocnth' contury. Recligious
ond oconomic in its origins, Polish anti-Somitism wns proached by political
portios and church honds nnd practicod by officials high and lowe By 1939,
it was one of the distinguishing fe.ctoré of the country's political, social,
and economic life, Because anti-Semitism’ had already become so ingrained

in Polish thought, it is not altogether surprising that it still manifests

RESTRICTED



v

-3 - RESTRICTED

itself in post-war Poland, although common suffering at the hand of the

Germans might have been expected to bring the Poles and the Jews closer

together,

A. Historioal Backgound

Jews first appeared in Poland in the ninth century, coming at the
invitation of the King of Poland to escape persecution in Germany and
Bohenia. It was the King's purpose to have the Jews establish a commercial
class in a sooiety that was then divided betwe;an & landowning nobility and
e laboring peasant class., Because of the anti-Jewish risings which of'ten
acconmpanied the Crusades, Jews continued to immigrate inéo Poland, the
g?ea.test number arriving during the reign of Casimir the Great (1333-70).
Protected by a special statute, the Jews prospered in the Polish lands,
although their security varied with the authority of the successive kings.
Indeed, when the peasants rose against the ruling oclasses, as they did in
1648, the Jews were attacked because of their role as stewards and manapers
of royal and noble properties. But by the time of the partitions of Poland
in the eighteenth century, four-fifths of all ‘i:hé dews in the world were
living vithin the borders of the then Polish Kingdom,l!

As o result of the partitions, most Polish Jews came under the rule
of Imperial Russia, where they were subjected to persecutions and restrictions
more severe than any they had known under Polish rule; those Jews residing
in areas acquired by Germany and Austria came under more beneficient regimes.
Many Jews in tho latter two countries became assimilated, but the Jews in
Russia continued to follow the course of orthodoxy and remained a morc or
less oohesive social group. TVhon Poland was roconstituted as a nation in

1919, millions of Jaows once again camc under Polish rule.

B, Tho Situation aftor the First World War
.The new Polend adopted discriminatory policies toward its Jowish
citizens. Although the religious functions of the Jowish community wore

legally recognized, the social and economic position of the Jews steadily

1. Simon Segal, Tho New Poland and tho Jews, Nov- York, 1938, p. 177.
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deteriorated. Restrictive legislation affected such peculiar Jewish insti-
tutions as Shehita (ritual alaughter of animals for food), on the one hand,
and limited the number of Jewish students in Polish umniversities, on the
other. Discriminatory taxation and state monopolies served to limit Jewish
economic activity.

In the jockeying for politiocnl preference in Poland aftor 1919, most
of the mojér political parties ~- with the exception of leftist groups -~
followed an anti-Samitic line, Catholic Church leaders, from Cardinal Hlond
dovm, preached anti-Semitism and favored an economic boycott of the Jews.
Polish nationalists sought to win peasant ond working-class support by atiri-
buting many of Poland's internal difficulties to the Jews, Lawless clements
attaclod Jows, adding physical poril to tho already discourcging social and
coonomic conditions.

When Hitler came to power in. neighboring Germany, unti-Somitié clemonts
in Polish political life bocame more aggressive. In 1934, young notionalist
Poles with a Gorman oriontation broke away from tho elder National Domocratic
Party to form the National Rndical Party (HARA), whosc attitude townrd the
Jows followod tho Hitler line. The offoct of this bolt was to causo tho
National Demoorats, in turn, to.- bocome mores n.nt:"L-Semitio.

Aftor tho doath of Marshal Josof Pilsudski, who had acted as a brake
upon tho oxtremists, Polish political leadership becams progressively more
authoritarian and nationalist, By mid~1936 the Government itsclf, thon
wnder Prime Ministor Gonoral Folicjan Slawo jeSkiladowski, gave opon approval
to the oconomic boycott of the Jows and thus alignod itsclf with tho an‘bi:-
Semitic forcos in Polende About tho samc time, Poland proposod the omigro-
tion of hundrods of thousands of Jows, claiming that thoy wore "suporflucus."

In sum, Poland, undor tho loadorship of right-wing political forcos,
oventually united in tho so-callod "Camp of National Unity," had bocomo by
1939 o land in which most Jows lived as "second-class citizons." Although
Jowrish political perties sont dolegatos to the Scjm (Parliamont), their role
in tho loglislativo body wns mereoly nominal,.
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Ce Tho Polish Economy and the Position of tho Jows

Pre-war Polond wns ossontially an agrarian nation, with moro than
61 porcent of its totnl population ongaged in agriculturo ond allied in-
dustrios. Ownorship of the land was, howovor, largely in the hands of a
small landowning class, which dominated tho socinl ond political life of
tho country. The bulk of the actual farmers and producers woere either
landloss or olse restricted to holdings of fivo hectares or less.l The
neod for land reform wns pressing, but the steps teken by tho rulers of
Poland did littlo to improve the basic situation.. Theo offect of this in-
transigoanco was to retain tho somi-feudalistic and backward featuros of
tho agricultural oconomy and to keop the general standard of living in
Poland on a low lovel.

Tho ocoupntional structuro of the Jowish community in Poland, for
historical rensons and becausc of tho many legisletivo rostrictions, pre-
sentod o difforont appoarance, as tho following tablo shows:

Tablo 1; OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE POLISH JEWISH COMMUNITY

Ooougu.tion Census of 1921 Census of 1931
of dJows % of Jows
Industry 33.8 42,0
Commorce 41.0 37.0
Agriculturo 568 4,0
Transport ' 3¢2 4,0
Othor . 16.2 13.0

Tho fact that the largest proportion of Jews woro ongagod in commorce
and industry doos not mean that thoy dominated these fioclds in‘ rolation to
non-Jewish Poles. Those in commorce woro mostly owners of small shops or
market stalls with morchandisc worth only a fow zlotys. Few of thosc com=
morcial onbtoerprises omploycd lobor outside tho immodiate i‘n.mily.“'g In
industry, Jows playcd some part as ontropronours in the oil, toxtilo, timber,
and gormont industriocs; they playod almost no role in mining and hoavy in-

3

dustry.® Most of tho enterprisos ownod by Jows wore small-scale workshops

1. According to the census of 1921, 64.7 porcont of the holdings woro five
hoctaros or undor; 96.7 percont of all holdings woro undor twonty hectares.
Sogal, op. cit., p. 101, .

2. Accordifig To tho Concise Statistical Year-Book of Poland, Soptombor 1939-
Junc 1941, publishod in England in Decomber 1941 by tho Ministry of Infor-

mntion of tho Polish Govermment-in-Exile (London), tho occupational
continued on noxt page
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rothor than mass-production factories. In other words, in terms of wages,
inooms, and sconomic power, most Jews in Polish coonomic life did not enjoy-
a high standard of living or an economic position of great influence. In
torme of freodom to choose an occupation and work at it without restrictions,
moreover, tho Jews were much worse off than the Poles. This fact is clearly
jllustrated by the drop in tho mumber of Jews engaged in “other" occupations
botwoon 1921 and 1931. In the cose of government and oity employment, only
o handful of Jews were omployed in Poland prior to 1839, It was for such

reasons that Jows were foroced into commerce and industry in disproportionate

numbers.

III. THE SURVIVING POLISH JEWISH POPULATION

Whon tho llazis invaded Poland, in Septomber 1939, the 3,351 ,000 Jows
in the country ropreosented 9.7 porcent of the total population. More than
75 porcont of their nmumber lived in oities and towns, where they oonstituted
275 porcent of the inha’bitants.l In 'bhé ‘throo largest oities, Warsaw, Lodz,
and Lwow, Jews constituted 30.1 percent, 33.5 porcent, and 31.9 percent of
tho population respoctivoly. : .

Tho ;‘umnediu.to rosult of the Georman invaosion and the subséquant advanoo
of the Soviect troops from tho onst was to bring over 2,000,000 Jows under
the Nozis and ovor 1,300,000 undor _th_q S?‘Vi@tS. The proboble distribution
of Polish Jows aftor tho ond of tho Polish campaign 15 suggestod by tho
accompanying chart. It is npparent that less than half a million Polish

Jovis hod moro than a vory slim statistical chaonce of survival, since most

of tham ovontunlly foll into tho powor of tho Naozis.

2. (continuod from procoding pogo) BN
structure of tho “Hobrcws in Poland” revonled that most of them operatod
indopondont businossos and did not omploy hired labor.

3. Jows hod pionceorod in the oil industry and had largely oreated the toxtilo
industry, but disoriminatqry logislation had gradually roatrioted their
activitios. Their rolo in the timbor industry goes back to the time when
thoy manngod tho great forosts in the intorests of Polish noblemen ownorse

1. Amorican Jowish Committee, The Jews of Poland (19443), P. 1,
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Chart 1. DISPERSION OF THE POLISH JEWS, 1939-1945

Population

as of August 31, 1939

3,351,000

i

In areas occupied by Gernmany
September 1939

! I —mn

September 1839

In areas occupied by USSR ’

2,042,000 1,308,000
] . } =
In areas laten In areas set wp ! In areas seized by the
incorporated | as the Government Germans after June 1941
into the Reichl General :
641,000 | 1,401,000 ’ 700,000
:
: Transferrcd to Siberia,
later to south Asiatic
Russia
JI L 400, 000%
Escaped or emigrated
ca. 15,000
(2,500-3,000 to US;
about 10,000 to Palestine;
somo to Shenghai, Canade, eto.)
8. Present estimates of the survivors of this group do not run above 250,000,
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By tho timo Poland was liboratod tho worst fears of outsidc observors
woere roalizede The Polish Jows rmmiuing in Poland itsclf were finally
ostimatod by tho Contral Committoe in Jonuary 1946 at 80,060.1 Othor Polish
Jows wore found in Germeny, Austria, and other ocountries in Westorn Europos
By oarly Docembor 1945, it was gstimated that 40,000 Polish Jows woro in
camps ond othor places in Germany and Austrin alone.? In soveral plocos,
Polish Jows comprised the bulk of all Jowish survivors. For oxamplo, 90
porcont (ovor 9,000) of tho Jows in Austria, outside of Vionna, wero from
Polandy of the 5,000 Jows in the Landsborg oomp, Bavaria, it was reportod in
October 1945 that over 3,700 svoro Polish Jows.

Polish Jows, as wns obsorvod obove, also survive in the USSRe It wos
ostimated that some 400,000 wore tokon into tho Soviet intorior aftor tho
cccupation of tho oastorn part of Poland by tho Rod Army and following tho
Gorman attack in Junc 184l. Tho accuraoy of this figuro is difficult to
dotormino, although in tho curront discussion of tho ropatriation of thoso
persons no ostimato goos as high as 400,000, It is possiblc that as mony
as 250,000 persons survive, but moro probably tho figuro 1ies somowhoro
botweon this uppor limit and the 100,000 reforred to by Winconty Remowslki,

in
Foroign Ministor of tho Polish Provisional Govornment/ October 19458

1. FBIS: Doily, Jamuory 29, 1946, In mid-March 1946, notvdithstonding tho
corlior announcomant, tho Polish Provisionnl Goverumcnt brondecst in
Yiddish that "on January 1, 1946, thorc wore approximatoly 60,000 dJows
in Poland. Host of tham /Foside in lergo towms such ns Warsaw, Lods,
Cracow, Rcichonbach, Breslau, and othors, Those commmitios compriso
80 porccnt of tho Jows in tho comtry." FBIS: Dcily, sicrch 18, 1946
This broadeast followod the roports that Jews woro flouing Poland to
osccpoe the anti-Somitic outbursta,

2. Amorican Jowish Joint Distribution Committoo, Now York, Roport of tho

Sccrotary, Docamber 9, 1945,

3. Tow York Timos, Octobor 23, 1945, Tho Orgonizationnl Committoo of Polish
Jows in tho US&R statod in Fobruary 1945 that thore wore 250,000 Polish
Jows in tho Soviét Union. In Octobor 1945, howovor, o dologation ropro-
sonting Polish Jows in tho USSR told tho Polish Ambassador in Moscow thot
‘thoro wore "approximatoly 200,008 Polish Jows" in tho country, Tho Amori-
can Jowish Joint Distribution Committoo said in Soptombor 1945 that thoro
wore 250,000 foroign Jows in tho USSR, including 160,000 Polish Jows. Tho
Contral Committec of Jows in Poland stated on January 20, 1946 that tho
numbor wos 170,000, although tho Rosottlomorl Dopartment of tho Committoo
said, only five days lator, that thore worc 150,000,

RESTRICTED



-9« RESTRICTED

Tho ropatriation of those Polish Jows was agreod upon by tho Polish
and Soviot Governmonts as onrly as July 6, 1945.1 Hopes ran high in foroign
Juwish circlos that tho return would take placo quickly, but it wns not wntil
Morch 1946 that observors roportod the rotwrn of any considorabloc numbczra.z
On March 21, 1946 an official Polish Govornment broadeast in Yiddish spoko of
a daily incroase in the number of ropatrintos and statedthat "bofore the ond
of April, 90,000 will have a.z'-rivod undor the Govornmont plan."s

To rocapitulate, the Polish Jowish survivors comprise thu 80,000 who
wero in Poland during 1945; tho 40,000 and more estimatod to romain in Austria,
Gormany, and othor wostorn Europoan countries; and tho 100,000, at loast, to
oome from tho USSR. The 15,000 Polish Jows who cscapod to Ponlostine, tho
Unitod Statos, and clsowhore will almost cortainly never rotwrn to Poland.
Whot human matorisl thoro is to robuild the Polish Jowish community must como
from tho survivors in Europo and tho Soviot Union. But it is also cloar thot
among tho Jows inside Poland thoro is o strong dosire to get out, whilo among
tho Polish Jows outsids Poland thorc is almost no wish to roturn. What tho

Polish Jows rotwrning from the USSR fool or want has not yot boon roportod.

IV. THE PHYSICAL CONDITION OF THE SURVIVORS

Tho £0,000 Poiish Jows who ramninod alive insido Poland aftor the
liboration roprosont a group which might woll hovo boon furthor docimatod hod
tho Nazis continuod in control a fow months -- or ovon wocks =~ longor. Thoso
who camo through did not omcapo unscathod. Uony woro soriously ill, almost
all nocded food, clothing, modical carc, ond jobs. The Control Committog of -
Jows, which was organizod in Poland oarly in 1945, has ropoatodly roforred to
the supcrhuman ta'sks it has confrontod in mooting ovon the basic physical and

hoalth roquircmonts of tho Jows in Poland.

1. Polpress (London), July 27, 1945,

2, TEF - XI, 46478, March 8, 1946, .

3. FBIS: Daily, March 21, 1946, By early May 1946, it was reported that
Polish Jews from the USSR were coming to transient camps in Germany "in

inoreasing numbers." See Edward P. Morgah in Chicago Daily Hews, Uay 3,
1946,
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themselves to normal conditions."
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As a result of starvation, unhygienioc conditions, and nervous shock,
many diseases were prevalent; one observer stated that 60 percent of the
Polish Jews were suffering from either latent or active tuberculosis. The
condition of the children was so poor that the same observer gave it as his
opinion that there were "almost no healthy Jewish children in Poland."! The
extent of the general health problem waes summarized in a report by the Central
Committoe to the London meeting of the World Jewish Congress in August 1945:

"Without losing time...the Health Department of the Central Committee
began to organize local health bureaus in the various regional divisions
««oWith the inoreasing return of sick people from the camps, it 7es
noted that the most prevalent disease among them is pulmonary tuber-
culosis, @ther illnesses showing high incidence wer_e] Tuberculosis of
the bones...dropsy...miasing fingers, ruptures...nsurasthenia.... From
the very first, our Health Committee had to work against tremendous
odds -- an almost ocomplete lack of general sanatoria and absolutely
none of our own, no available beds in any of the public hospitals
and no bathing facilities."
In viav:r of the wnavailability of outside aild on any soale, the problem re-
duced itself to that of the number of Jewish survivors who wers able to work.
It was reported sarly in 1945 that 18,000 of the survivors were then unable
to work because of illness. That this problem still remains is borne out by
a more recent rsport that of 7, 743 wnemployed Jews in Upper Silesia, 277 wero
ill, while the others were "not working because they have not yet adapted
% While ovidence is lacking, it is highly
probable that o considerable number of the original survivors will never

again ‘be able to assume a productive role in the community; their physical

and psyochical injuries have rendered them incapable of resmn;'.ng normeal

- acitivitiesn.

The problem of the survivors is also complicated by the fact that
probably no single Polish Jewish family remains intact.d In the absence of

family units, the Central Committee of Jews in Poland undertook as one of

1, The health of the youngor mombers of the community was of such condern to
the Cantral Committee that arrangements wero heing made for the visit of
children to other countries for recuperative pumposes. The Finnish Jowish
‘commmnity invited 100 childrun to come as guests to Finland; FBIS: Dail A
January 17, 1946, Three hundred othor childron were said to be on thoir
way to France, from whence they would eventually go to Palestino; Jewish
Telographic Agency, Praguo, April 3, 1946,

2, FBIS: Daily, March 18, 1946,

3. Statement o% Dre. Joseph Schwertz, Europcan cheirman of the American Jowish
doint Distribution Committee, in P (Yew York), Ootober 23, 1945,
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its first tasks the compilation of a roezister of knovn survivors in order
that boreaved persons and orphan children might have some opportwnity of
discovering possible relatives or other connoctions.l

It has been reported that the majority of the survivors were betweon
the agos of 17 and 35. The general youthfulness of the Polish Jewish sur-
vivors thus raises another problem, since it is most likely that thoso bolow
25 yeoars of age are entirely on their own, and that tho younger onos arc
without any training or skills. Dr, Schwartz reported: "A boy of 17 today
5h97 went into a concontration camp at 1l...is unfitted for any productive
work and must bo trained,"

Tho poor physical condition of tho Jewish survivors caused the Central
Cormittoc to dovoto much of its energy and rosources to‘ mooting immodiato
health roquirements. Furthermoro, the Committeo has repsatedly sought
financial aid from the Polish Government and from Jewish relief organizations
abroad.2 At the ond of its first eight months the Contral Committoo roported
that 36,000,000 out of 57,000,000 slotys made available to it had beon spont

on care of and aid to tho sick, children, invalided and agod persons, and on

related activities,.

V. THE ECONOMIC PROBLE!NS OF THE SURVIVORS

Tho oconomic position of the Polish Jows remains serious.  The acti-~
vitics of tho Gormans, abetted in many instances by nativo Polos, rondered
thom dostituto and homeloss. .n Amorican obsorvor summarized tho outlook

as il‘ollows:3

l. In a note to the first list of survivors, tho Contral Committec stated:
"Before tho Contral Committce in Warsaws had been able to tako control of
the whole worlk and give it contral diroction, the first registration had
alroody boon completed in Poland, Anyono vho rogarded himselfl ns a Jew,
anyone who camo out from bunkors and hiding-placos asked to be registorod.
Even persons who doclared themsclves to be of Polish nationality and of
not boing attached to the Jowish community rogistored with the Jawish
Council/@he local body undertaeking tho rogistration work/ which wes ro-
gardod as thoe only way of tracing lost relativoes." = ]

2. The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committeo, alone, roported that it
had mado available $1,000,000 worth of rclief goods in 1945, It also
transmitted $500,000 in Hovomber and December, after it was pormittod %o
sond such funds, and has procured anothor §1,000,000 worth of supplies
sincc tho boginning of 1946. Thoso supplios will bo forwarded as soon as
conditions permit. Jowish Toclegraphic Agency, Mow York, April 4, 1946.

3, Irving Brant in Pli, Octobor 23, I%IE. Sco %lso Bront's "Eycwitnoss in

Polaend," in Now Ropublic, January 7, 1946, RESTRICTED
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A1l who romain of tho pro=trar Jowish popula‘bioh...find themsclves

in a hostile land, thoir proporty dostroycd, their mcans of liveli~
hood gono, overy synagoguo burnod downe... Factorios with fower

than 50 omploycos in which tho Jows found thoir principal investmont
end omploymont con be rovived undor private ovmership. But how that
is to bo dono by mon who havo no buildings, no machinery, no matorial,
no monoy, no orgcdit, and who have lost thoir greatost assot of all --
thoir slkilled workors -~ is o quostion,"

A voxing problom,which has croppod up in other ocountrioes in Europo, |
is tho restitution of Jowish~ovmed proporty and reoparation for lost proporty.
According to information suppliod to tho Jewish Agency in Palostine, thoro
ramains in Poland a oconsiderable amount of estatos ond properties, commumity
buildings ond lands, privatoly ownod buildings, land, factorioes, shops, storos,
mills, otc., vhich woro formerly ovmod by Jows, individually or through
organizations, but vhich aro now in tho hands of Poles or tho Governmont,

Much of tho propor‘i‘.y in priveto hands is allegod to havo boon plundored; 3
indood, it has boen suggostod that ono of the ronsons for tho current anti-
Jowish oots in Poland is tho fact that Poles resont and rocist tho offorts

to rostoroc proporty to the original Jowish ownorse The total value of all
tho proporty involvod may run vory high; a proliminary and partial estimate
of tho valuo of Jowish commmal proporty dostroyod or lost already approachos
"340,000,000.1

Tho quostion of ovmorship is compliocated by tho fact that so meny of
thoe formor Jowish ovmors have died or disz\ppoa.rod.' The Governmont has al-
rondy takon cognizanco of this situation in its plans for nationalization of
basic industrios. Hilary Minc, Ministor of Industry, stoted that "about to-
thirds of tho industrios would bo taken ovor without componsation bocause

thoy worc formorly ownod or controlled by Gormans, or woro voluntarily codod

to tho Gormans during tho wor or bolonged to porsons who wont ovor to tho

Tho last catogory undoubtodly rofors to proporty bolonging in largo port

to Jovis,

1. A distinction must bo mndc betwean proporty complotoly destroyecd ond ,
pfoporty which has changod from Jowish to non-Jewish owmership. If |
roparations arc assosscd and collocted for damagoe donc by tho Germans,
it can bo assumod that tho Polish Joiss8 will hovo their claims prosonted
for considoration.

2, Now York Times, January 17, 1946. Emphasis supplicd. I
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Tho position of tho Polish Govormnmont on this question vms further
olucidated by Dre Arieh Tartakower in o report to tho World Jewish Congross,
moeoting in August 1945 in London:

"The Polish Govormmont seems to observe the principle of oquality of
rights...in tho field of indemmification and rostitution of property,

with, howevor, cortonin restrictions arising out of its general socinl

policy. Jows whose property wns robbed under tho Nazi occupation
will have it restored, if they or their hoirs are still alive. Con-
oragte stcps arc being taken to have this principle onforced. This,

howevor, does not refor to the big Jowish entorprisos which will bo
nationnlized, just as the big Polish onterprises will bo,"

At prosont theore is no indication of how much commmal or private
property has boon roturned to tho Jows, The faot that o numbor of communi-
ties have been rovived suggosts that thoir proporty may have boon rostored,
but tho sottlc.ament of Polish Jows in formor Gormon territory now hold by
Poland gives rise to the bolicf that thoso scttlors will prosumably rocoive
proporty onco bolonging to Gormans.and that much of tho private proporty
onco ownod by Jows moy oithor pass to tho Stato or romain in tho hands of
the proscnt ownorse

Tho Polish Governmont and the Contral Committco of Jows havo undor-
token sevoral moasuros to meot the cconomic problom of the Jows. The Govorn-
mont has thrown opon new lands for sottlemont, particularly in East Prussia
and Lowor Silosia, arons acquired by Poland from Germany. The Contral
Committce has cncouragod Jows to .ontor foctories, whoro omploymont is
promisod, and, at tho samo timo, has initintoed a ppogram for ostablishing
cooporatives.

As of mid-Horch 1946 the Govormmont rcportod that 8,951 Jows (skillbd
ond unskillod) had boon sottlod in Uppor Silesia, of whom 1,618 woro amployod.
In Lower Silesin, 12,874 omploynblo persons woro onumeratod, of whom 5,962
woro currently amployed. Tho broakdown for Lowor Silosian roveals somo signi-

ficant changos in the occupational structuro, as tho following tablec showss

Table 2: EMPLOYMENT OF JEWS IN LOWER SILESIA, 1946

Trade Numbor Percont
Crafts 1,672 2743
Marual labor 1,923 3243
Agriculturo 373 6.3
Industry 1,047 17.6
Froo Profossions 185 3.0

Adnministration 807 1345 RESTRICTED
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It will bo obscrved that no Jows aro roported as being ongagod in commorco,

a stotisticel classification in which they wore onco promimm'l:.1 It is also
significant that tho percontage ongaged in egriculture still remained small,
in spito of tho fact that both tho Govermmont and tho Contral Committoo havo

boon interestod in sotting up agricultural prco;jeo'l:s.2

Cognizant, prosumably, of the unbalanced coonomic situntion into which
Polish Jews had beon forcod prior to 1939, tho Contral Committeo has ropeat-
odly omphasizod the idoa of "productive" work. For oxomplo, it called upon
the Polish Jows "to organize [‘Ehoi:? livos on tho basis of productive work,"
and promisod to "give holp to all thosc who want to live by thoir own work,"®
Horoovor, tho-Committoo has o so-called Productivizntion Dopartment. Tho
Committoo also has froquatly onllod upon tho Jows 4o ontor factorios whero,
it says, "thorc is onough work for nll." At tho samc time it has sot up
vocational training contors and occoperativos of various typos.

In its roport to the World Jowish Congross in August 1945, tho Contral
Committoo stotod that its Productivization Dopartmont wns giving "primory
attontion" to tho ostablishmont of "production and labor cooporatives," also
roforrod to as "collootive workshops." Sovoral purposcs worc ascribod to
thoso institutions: +to rostoro tho Jowish population to productive work;
to omploy both skillod and unskillod workers; and to furnish somo moons for
the training of tho unskillod.

It is not albogother cleor whothor thoso coopurctivos aro similar
to tho produccrs' cooporativos as knovm in Groat Britain and tho US. Tho
quostion of ownorship and control docs not soom to bo the primary intcrost

in thoso arrangomonts, whi.ch appoar to bo pools of skill and labor ongagod

1. FBIS: Daily, Morch 18, 1946; soo Tablo 1, p. 5 abovos
2. A roport from Warsmw, datod April 17, 1946, stcoted: "Tho attompt to

sottlo /Jows/ on /Eho/ larid provod...to bo succosaful. About 400 Jowish
farmors sottled on B farms and are farming 1470 Ha. Thoy possess 1,611
hoad of livostock. dJewish farmors aro active membors of tho Poasant

Mutunl Aid Union. Thoy fulfil contributions in kind up to 104 porcont,.."

FBIS: Daily, April 17, 1946,
3. FBIS: ﬁni“"l1y, January 5, 1946,

——
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in a comaon, colloctivo offort to produce goodss The Contral Committoo has
roportod on cooporatives of carpontors, shoomakers and leather workors,
oloctrical workers, woavors, soapmakors, tailors, umdorwoar workors, nasons,
brushmokors, and printors.

To help financo this work, o crodit cooporative wns organized, whioh
had spont 8,500,000 slotys on tho projocts by Octobor 31, 1945. But tho work
wns hamporod by the insufficioncy of funds, snd tho Contral Committoo has
apponlod $o foroign Jowish organizations for financial ossistanco.l In
Lowor Silosin, for oxample, tho ocrcdit fund avnilablo to cooporativos in
tho distriot totaled only 1,050,000 zlotys (about $10,000).

Tho curront importancc of thaso cooporatives is not altogothor clocr.
Concoivod as sclf-holp dovices, it moy vory woll bo that thoy nro not adopted
to tho typo of largo-scanle sottlemont which tho Govornmont wants to oncourago
in wostorn Poland. But it is probable that os long os tho Polish Jowish
community rcmnins smnll and somi-isolatod from tho rost of tho population,
it will tond to sot up and support such cooperative vonturos to sorve its
ovn noods. Similar considorations may apply to Govormnont‘—sponsorod offorts
to sottlo Jows on farms. Avoilablo ovidenco indicates that most of thosc
aro small farms -- usually oporated by Jows who oan prove thoy wore farmors
boforo tho wor -~ but as tho formors booamo intograted into o community it
is likoly that thoy will bo able to produco monoy crops instoad of romaining

moroly solf-suppliors 2

VI. THE GOVERSHMENT AND THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

f_\s rogards tho Jowigh question, o now ora in Poland wos inaugurated
vwith tho ostablishmont of tho Provisional Polish Govormmont on tho basis of
tho Yalta Agrocment. Dovoid of tho anti-Somitism wvhich had cheractorized
pro-war govormmonts and hod marked somo clomants in tho formor Govornmont-in-~
Exilec in London, the now Govormmont has steadily doclarcd itsolf in favor of

oquitablo troatmomt of tho Jowish population.

1. Apponls wore nlso made for oguipmont for various kinds of craftsmon; raw
motorinls woro sought for workshops (loathor, throad, cloth, motal, otce)e
2, Soc noto 2, p. 14 abovo.
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Undoubtodly influcncing the attitudo of tho Polish Govornmont tovnrd

the Jows is tho position of tho Soviot Union on tho Jowish qumﬁ:i.on.l Tho

Soviot cttitude concorning the Jowish problom in Poland has, howover, boon

cxprossed only in vaguo torms. Tho closost approach to an officinl oxprossion
of policy was containod in convorsations botwoon Marshal Stalir and Dre Imil
Sommorstoin, chairman of tho Control Committoo of Jows in Poland, on tho
occasion of o rocoption to membors of the Polish Govornmont in tho Kromlin
in July 1945, Stalin is roported to havo told Sommorstoin that ho know vhat
tho Gormans had done to tho Jows and wos proparod to avengo it, and to havo
ropliod "cortainly and soriously” to Sommorstoin's quory whothor tho Soviot
Govornmont would bo intorestod in an intornntionnl solution to tho Jowish
prohlcxm.2 Sincc thot timo thoro has boon no indiocation of ony furthor
olaboration of policy, asidc from the stops trkon to fapilitato the ropatri-
ation of Polish Jows from tho USSR. However, tho Polish Govornment, in
moking anti-Somitism a orime, appears to havo borrowed a loaf from tho

Sovict book.

It is vory likoly that both Moscow and Warsaw arc sonsitivo to tho
foct that tho curront anti-Somitism in Poland is in part an oxprossion of
hostility toward tho now rogimo and, wltimatoly, townrd tho USSR. It may

bo thoir policy, thoreforc, to proccod slowly in uprooting tho movemont

le In tho USSR, Jows aro rocognizod ns o distinct notional olomont and have
boon grantod o large moasurc of cultural aubtonomy, with Yiddish as thoir
national languago. Biro-Bidjan in onstorn Asiotic Russin is o Jowish
autonomous ropublice Thoro aro gshools’ throughout tho USSR whoro ine
struction is in Yiddish; rcsoarch institutos, thoaters, and othor cultural
activitios aro carricd on in the same lanpguage., As a natural concomitant
of this. recognition, anti-Semitism has been outlaweds On the other hand,
Zionism is regarded as a bourgeois reactionary movoment and the Hebrfew
language has been banned. During the war, Soviet Jewry was encouraged to
renew contacts with Jews elsewhere through the Jewish Anti-Iascist Committe -
This Conmittee collaborated with the Jewish Agency in Palestine and the
VWlorld Jewish Congress in publishing materials on Nezi atrocities, but
such cooperation did not mean that the Soviet official position on Zioniasm
had changed. It is not clear to what extent Polish Jews in the USSR were
influenced by Soviet policy, but it may be of significance that the
Soviets have consented to their repatriation,

2. Overseas News Agency, September 4, 1945.
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rather than intensify a feeling that evidently enjoys considerable popular
support.

A. The Government Policy

The new policy of the Polish Govermment toward the Jews was summarized
in a letter written by Prime Hinister Edward Osubka~Morawski to Dr. Sommerstein.
Intended to be read to the World Zionist Conference held in Igpndon in 1945,

the letter stated:

In connection with your trip to the World Zionist Conference in

London, I authorize and beg you to inform all interested about

the attitude of the Government of National Unity toward the re-

maining Jewish population alive in Poland....

1. The Government of National Unity most categorically condemns
and will fight with all possible means racism and anti-Semitism
as the remnants of the criminal ideology of I'ascism and Militarism.

2, The standpoint of the Government is the sguality of citizens!
rights for all citizens without distinction as to race, religion,
or nationality.

3« The Government will give its full support to the action of
economic reconstruction and productivization of the Jewish
population in Poland and to the reconstruction of the cultural
and educational 1ife of the population.

4. The Government will do everything possible to facilitate the
access of foreign relief to the Jewish population in Poland,

5. The Government will not restrict, but on the contrary, will

support, the efforts of individuals or of institutions which

organize the voluntary emigration of Jews from Poland.
This statement of policy ﬁas been supported by other officials and has. been
reiterated by Osubka-Morawski on several oocasions.l! Political parties,
trade-unions, ‘and similar bodios have also voiced these views. Fox: instance,
a rapreaen’ba‘bivé of the Polish Peasant Party declared or July 21, 1945 that
"in democratic Poland there will be no discrimination because of race or creed."
A joint political party and union declaration of April 19, 1945 read, in part:
"All citizens of our country are equal beforo the law and ought to have equal
possibility of exist.enco and development." The oath of allegiance taken by

officers and enlisted men of the Army enjoins the soldiers to "respect all

citizens as equals, and devotedly 597 protect democratic freedom.”

1. For example, in an address to tho Polish Nationsl Council, as reported
from Vlarsow by the Jowish Telegraphic Agency, January 3, 1946,

CONFIDLNTIAL
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The anti-Semitic outbreaks in the country have tested the Government's
intentions to live up to its expressed policy. Sobn after a particularly
violent anti-Semitic outbreek in Cracow in 1945, a law was passed making
anti-Semitic agitation a criminal offense.l On December 21, 1945, the
Government promulgated a deoree providing the death sentence or life im-~
prisonment for violence against Jews 2 Shortly afterward Osubka-liorawski
told the llational Council that Jews would enjoy the fullest protection of
the State and promised that anti-S-emitis:n would be wiped out. Subsequently,
trials of persons guilty of attacks upon Jews and Govermment supporters have
been held in Pola.nd..:5 Another indication of the Govermment'!s attitude was
evident in the formation of the semiofficial All-Polish League for Combating
Racial Ideology, composed of govermment employees and sooial workers.?

There is thus no doubt of the intentions of the present Government
toward the Jews, and of its oonviction_tha‘b the anti-Semitic outbursts also
refleot a basic hostility toward the new leftist regime. But it is also true
that hostility toward the Jews is widespread and that the general lawlessness
throughout the country makes it diffioult to control the situation.® There-
fore it is not surprising that the Polish Government, as shown by the fifth
point in Osubka-Morawski's letter, also gives support to individuals or
organizations engaged in aiding the voluntary emigration of Jews from Poland.
Osubka~Horawski told the Hational Council in January 1946 that th_e G;)vern-
ment objected only to iilega.l oemigration, which, at that time, had assumed
considerable proportions, By taking this stand, the new Polish Govermment
has indicated its recognition of the part that Palestine has come to play
in the lives of many Jews and its readiness to make it easy for Jews to leave

Boland if they so d.esire.6

1. Independent Jewish Press Service, Octobor 26, 1945,

2. Reported by tho Polish Committee of the American Jewish Congress, MNew York,
January 1946,

3. See, for example, the account in FBIS: Daily, May 13, 1946,

4., FBIS:; Daily, April 11, 1948,

5 For an ortant judgment on this question, see Report of the Anglo-Amorican
Comnittee of Inquiry on Palostine, Washington, April 30, 1946, p, 74,

6. Tho Report of the Anglo-Amorican Committee says (p.75): "Accounts of life
in Palestine given before the war are romemberod and rendered doubly attrack
ive by contrast with tho ordoals they have enduresd. Thesa accounts aro ro-
poated now and play their part in inducing tho Jows to set out on the road
esewhich is believod to load to Panlostine,."
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In an address bofore tho London Viorld Jewish Congress, Dr. Arieh
Tartakowor gavoe the following analysis of this seemingly ambivalent attitude
on the Part of the Polish Govornmonts

Mo loss clear is the attitude of the Polish Governnont on the quostion
of Zionism No difficultios whatsoover are being made against Zionist
activities in Poland., All tho Zionist groups, as woll as the Hecha-
lutz Movomont whoso aim is to train Jewish youth for omigration to
Palestine, are devoloping their work freely. In his conferenco with
us, the Polish Ambassador in London stressed his admiration for Zion-
ism and promised that os soon as the Polish Government overcomos the
prosent great political and cconomic difficulties with which it is
faced in tho administration of the country, it would consider support
of Zionism as omo of its dutios, Tho Ambassador at tho samo tine
strossod that this attitudo has nothing to do with any wish of tho
Polish Govermment to haovo tho Polish Jows loavo tho country; on tho
contrary, tho Polish authoritios would profor to have the Jows stay
in Poland, but thoy also approciate highly tho will of tho Jowish
populntion to havo thoir own national home ostablishad in Palostine.

Anothor indication of tho Govormment's gonerally favorablo attitudo
toward the Jows is found in the faot that o number of Jows now oocoupy import-
ont govornmontol or othor public positions. Among them oro Hilary Mino,

of - -
}:Iinistor/ Industry; Leon Chajn, Vice Minister of Justico; Jakob Borman, Undor
Soorotary to tho Promior; Jorzy Boroisha, head of tho Stato Publishing Trust
(Conlnik ; Boloslaw Drobnor, Honryk Altman, S. Szor, Jorzy Szapiro, Foliks
llontol, in vorious ministrios and othor posts; cnd Emil Sommorstein hoad of
tho Contral Committoo of Juws. It must bo omphasizod thot those mon not only
roprosont difforont political views but arc also divided with respoot to
Jowish political issuos, HNovortholoss thoir prosonce in the Govornmont,
civil sorvico, ond polico has mado it possiblo for hostilo clamonts to
attributo unpopular measurcs to thome Tho Govornmont, howovor, shows no
indication of rosponding to tho olomor and agitation by romoving thesc mon
from officc.

Tho Govornmont has also givon its support to tho idea of "Jewish
ninority rights in Poland," clthough, ns Dr. Tartakowor suggostod in his
London addross, this stand is largoly ccodomic in viow of tho small numbor
of surviving Jows. In rospoct to contacts with Jowish commmitios obroad,
moroovor, tho Govornmont has shovm its willingnoss Go havo Polish Jows ronow
thoir rolotionships with Jows in othor lands. Tho Govormmant, for oxamplo,

gavo its "oxpross blossings" to thc large Polish dologation which attondod

tho London Conforcnco of tho World Jowish Congross lost yoar,  RESTRICTED
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Be The Urganigation of the Jewish Community

The mere fact of an organized Jewish community is no proof of the
Coverment's favorable attitude toward its Jewish citizens, but developments
in Poland suggest that the Government views with favor and supports the
Jewish cormumity orgenization there., As early as 1944, the Polish Committee
of National Liberation (FCHL), the forerumner of the present regime, establish-
ed a Jevrish Departmen'b.l At about the same time, Jewish leaders who had been
active in the Jewish underg::'c»und2 established a committee in Lublin. The
leader of this committee was Dr. Emil Sormerstein, who already held a post
in the FCNL. Soon after the FCHL wes transformed into the Provisional Govern-
ment of National Unity in January 1945, the Jewish Committee was expanded

into the Central Committse of Jews in Poland (Centralny Xomitet Zydowski W

Polsce) with Sommerstein as chairman.

The Central Committee has been desoribed as "a coalition body of all
Jewish political parties -- the Zionisty Bundists, Demoorats, and Workers
Party, in equal numbers." The Zionists include the Migrahi (religious), the
Zionist State Party (rightist), the General Zionists (center), and fhe Ha~
Shomer ha-Sa'ir, Right Poale Zion, and Left Poade Zion (all lsbor). It was
the sheer pressure of events that forged a committes out of these ordinarily
disparate elements in Polish Jewish 1ife. But the Committee is more than a
device for party representation; it reflects the current Jewish alignment
with the Provisional Government ih Poland.

From tane time of its origin, the Central Committee has been the core
of roviving seocular Jowish life in Poland, Enjoying official sanction, it
has played a leading rple in organizing relief (financed by the Government
and foreign sources), in undertaking steps toward economic reconstruction,

and in encouraging the revival of cultural life. Jewish commmal buildings

l. Soveral Jews were connected with London Govermment-in-Exile , but their
presence was overshadowsd by the anti-Semitic elements which were also
affiliated with that government.

2, For a partial accownt of the Jewish underground see the remarks of Jakob

Berman, reported in FBIS: Daily, April 11, 1946; also the Report of the
Anglo-American Committee of Imguiry, pp. 72=-3.
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have been restored or established; an association of writers, journalists,
and artists has beon oroated; a Yiddish-language weekly, Dos Ilaie Leben

(The Hew Life), is being publishod. In Lodz a Jewish library has been opeued
and a lecture series begun. A historical cormission has started to collect
documents of various kinds bearing upon Jowish life. Broadcasis in Yiddish
aro nnde rogularly over Polish radio stations.

To carry out these objoctives, the Central Comittoo orgzanized the .
folloving departments: Soocial ‘elfarc, Child Cere, Produ&iviiation,
Statistics, Information and Propagandna, Librarivs, ieslth. The Goverment
supplies funds for this work, For example, it lhns undorwritten tho ontire
budgot for schools in which Yiddish is the languago of instruction, and

" mony Jowish subjeots (including Yebrow lanzuage ond litorature) aro taught.

Religious mnttors por se arc the province of the Union of Jowish
Roligious Comrmmities, anothor cemuititoo organizod with tho pormission of
tho Govormment. Tho logal bosis of tho Union is o circular of Fobruary 5,
1945, according to vhich cny toa Jowrs oan form e roligious commmumity, nlthough
there con be only eno such group :in any ono place. At nrosoent , 58 such
groups aro said to bo #&n oxistoncs, of which 40 werc reprosonted at n moeting
in Cracow in March.t

Tho surviving public proporty of the Jowish community was divided bo-
twoen the Central Commaittoo and the Ynion, genoral proporty devotod to
cultural mattors going to tho former, roligious proportiuvs -- synagoguos,
milevehs (ritunl bo.ths), ote. -- to tho lattor. The roligidus Union also
naintains homos for childron.

It is roported that rolations botwwocn tho two groups are occasionally
tonso, largely booauso of the prosenco of Comrmmist mombers on tho Conmittoo.z
At tines tho Cenbrel Committoo has triod to diminish tho influenco of tho

roligious corunmitics, but in tho smallor towvms tho Union is said to bo vory

1, Inborviow with ir. 2. Worhaftig, World Jowish Congress, Now York, who
roturnod from Poland oarly in Ifirch 1948, It is probable thot the number
of ton Jows who can organize a religious community was based upon the

troditional minyon: of Orthodox Jovish practico.
2o At loast four mo?ﬁors of tho twonty-ono man original Contral Committeo

wore idontifiod os Comaunists.
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strongs. The Union, moreover, is #upported by the Jewish rfélipious parties --
Mizrahi a..nd Agudists (ultra-orthodox) =~ as well as by some general Zionists.
Rabbis, it is reported, have also been orgmnized into a central union, which
is recognized by the Govermment,

Nevertheless, the Central Committee will continue to receive support
from various factions, becaume all relief has to be siphoned to Polish Jews
through its agency. Even though ib has no mandate and was not chosen by
election, the Central Committee is the body around which Jewish life is

being built in Poland.

VII. THE PROBLEMS OF JEWISH SURVIVAL

The question of Jewish survival in Poland is not only one of the
welfare and protection of numbers. It also involves the extent to which
Jewish religious and cultural life can be expected to endure. The opposing
factors are powserful: +the few, weakened survivors, whose problem has been
discussed above; the impact of anti-Semitism; Ithe influence of native left-
wing and Soviet views upon the manner in which Jewish settlements will be
organized,

A. The Anti-Semitic Problem

There is little doubt that the current anti-Jewish manifestations in
Poland represent a continuation of activities by right-wing groups that
were at work before 1939, when even major political parties had anti-Semitic
prdograms. By exploiting the surviving remnant of Polish Jewry, these ele-
ments are seeking to compromise the Government and to attack leftist trends
in Polish life either as purely Jewish oreations or as a Soviet-Jewish
conspiracy. In other words, there is not much that is essentially new or
different in the current anti-Semitic agitation. However, the anti-Semitic
overtones in pre-war Polish politics predisposed many Poles to the accept-
ance of lazi racial theories, and there is evidence that Poles persecuted
the Jews as vigorously as did the Germans during the ocoupation. The re-
treating Nazis, moreover, left in their wake a heavy residue of their racial

theories. Even before the liberation of Poland, anti-Semitic propaganda
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emerged in Polish emipgre oircleos. In London, for instance, thero was pub-

lishedothe anti-Semitic sheet, Jestem Poliskem (I am.a Pole). Anti-Semitism

reached such dimensions in the Polish Army under General Vledyslaw Andors
that many Jewish soldiers felt compelled to desert those forces and scek
enlistmont with other Allied armies.’

By mid-1944, widesproad anti-Semitism vas reported in Lublin and
other parts of Poland, attributable at this timo to the departing Getmans.
By April 1945, moro reports werd ourrent and a dozen Polish tovms were
namod as pla¢es where Jows had been killed, allegedly by menbers of the
Polish Homo Guard (Armja Krajovm), the armed force formed by and loyal to
the Govermnent-in-Lxile. These sporadic instances finally culminated in
two fairly large-scals anti-Somitic incidents: at Rzoszow on Juno 11 and

at Cracow on fugust 11, 1945.2

The authorities moved quickly to sontence
the persons charged with complicity in tho Cracow pogrom, but tho anti-~
Semitic agitation did not cease. Tho Polish Jows, furthormore, did not
think that tho sontencos of two to seven and one-half years wore heavy
onough for the guilty porsz:m:s.?J

By early Octobor 1945 it was roported that Polish Jows who had ro-
turned rocently wore again fleoing Polend becauso of tho anti-Somitie
exccssos.4 In fact, Polish officials wore said to be advising Jows to
loave Poland for their own safety. From Prague, too, camo reports of in-
oroasing anti-Jewish manifostaotions and tho nows that the Jews were becoming

panicltye Leaflets were boing used to varn Jewis to get out bofore thoy were

Killed.®

1, Sco Genoral Anders' statomont of denial in tho How York Timos, Iobruary
18, 19%46.

2+ Sco Jowish Tolegraghic Agoncy roports from London, August 21, 1945; from
Warsaw, August 27, 10945; from hoscow, Soptembor 3, 1845. Soc also Indo-
pendont Jowrish Pross Sorvice roports from ¥arsaw, Soptombor 4, 1945; Trom
London, Soptombor 14, October 29, November 5, 1945,

3. Anothor oloment seems to have projected itself into the turbulent sooue,

according to Dana Adams Schmidt (Hew York Times, Soptembor 7, 1945), vho

roportod that Polish omigres were saying in Paris that the Government!s

actions woro boing dirootod not only against the anti-Semites involved

but also against so-celled "anti~-Communist cloments.” :

Carl Levin, reporting from Zoilshoim, Gormany, in New York Herald Tribuno,

October 4, 1945; soc also Gladwin Hill!'s account of his visit to Poland,

in Now York Timos, Octobor 27, 1945. .

Se. Jowish Tolographic Agency, Praguo, Soptomber 11, 1945,

>
.
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As tho tonsion mountod within Poland and rumors inoroaéod that tho
local polico in Cracow had boon involved in the pogrom, therc wore signs
of incroasing panic among tho Polish Jawis. Soon thoy wero roportoed appoar-
ing in Gormany by the hundrods dnily.l It was at this jumoturc that Lt.Gen.
Fredorick E, Morgen, UNRRA chiof in Gommany, made his statomont that Jows
woro flooing Poland as part of somc proconceived pian, But the Polish
imbassador to the United States, Oscar Lango, almost immodiately confirmod
tho fact that "thore had boon onc pogron in Crocow . . . and numorous indi-
vidual acts of violanco agninst Jows in 55.57 country." Shortly aftorward,
Foroign Ministor Rzymowski gave offioinl confirmation of tho oxtont of tho
anti-Somitio disturbancos in Polond.? |

The Contral Committoo of Jows in Poland, novortholoss, annowncod that

tho situntion in Poland did "mot justify panicky omigrntion."3 This stato-

monb wms immodintoly questionod by foroign Jovish sourcos ; it vms allogod

‘that the Commimist and Socialist mombors had diotated tho froning of tho
statomont, thot it had boen issuod aghinst the wishos of tho Zionists, oand
that Sommorstoin had signod undor duross.® -

Tho prosonce of anti-Somitism in Poland prosonts tho Contral Committoo
with o difficult political probleom. Dopondont as it is on tho good will of
tho Govornmont, it has to minimizo tho oxtont of anti-3cmitism or olsc
suggost that tho Govormmont is wnablo to make tho cowntry internally socuro,
Yot it oamnot dony tho fact that opposition olomonts, outsido ond insido
Poland, havo boon carrying on o campaign of violonco ngainst thé Govornment

in which tho Jows havo sufforods. Tho gonoral policy of tho Central Committoo

l. Sooc, for oxmmplo, Kondall Foss in tho Now York Post, Docembeor 7, 1945.

2. For Morgan's statomont, as originally roported, sco Tin.s'hin?on Daily Nows,
January 2, 1946; for rcbuttal, soo Raymond Danioll in Tho How Yor osg,
Joanuary ‘4, 1946, and intorviow with Judgo Simon Rifkind, ndvisor on Jowish
affairs to Gon. Joscph T. MoNornoy, American commandor in tho Europoan
thoator, in Evoning Star (Yashin ;ton), Jonuory 3, 1946. For Lango's stato-
mont, soc Ovorsocs Nows Agoney (Hashington), January 3, 1946, and Alox-
andor H, ow. IoXxle),. Fobruary 1, 1946, Rzymowski’s intorviow
is in FBIS: Daily; January 25, 1946, Tho Roport of tho Anglo~Amorican
Committoo of Inquiry on Palostino has an oxcolTont summary scetion on
Poland, pp. 72 IT,

5. New York Timcog January 11, 1946; FBIS: Daily, Janunry 5, 1946,

4, Tndopdondont Jowish Pross Sorvico, January 11, 1946.
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socoms to bo ono of minimizing tho soriousncss of tho attacks, although
shortly aftor tho appoaranoce of tho cbove-montionad amnouncomont, Pawcl
Zalocki, socrotary gonoral of tho Committoo, rovoalod that "fascist gangstors"
had killod 352 Jows in Poland sincc tho liboration, and that 20,000 Jows had
loft Poland in tho provious yo:\.r.:L

Tho motivation for tho curront anti-Somitism in Poland arises from
political and coconomic morc than from idoologicnl faotors. Tho political
fooctors arc thoso which motivato tho olomonts opposcd to tho pruscnt rogimo.
Tho cconomic factors aro found in tho quostion of tho rostitution of proporty
and tho compotition for ;joba.2 But nono of thoso faotors would bo offootivo
without tho prosonco in Polond of an anti-~Somitic trodition.

Tho opposition ranks includo oxtromist olemonts vhich reprosont a
pro-fascist attitudec and hopo for an ovontual war botwoon tho Wostorn Powors
and tho USSR. So long as thoy aro in o position to carry on this ngitotion,
an‘lti-Somitism in Poland is unlilkoly to diminish.  On tho othor hand, if
politic'al ovolution in Poland rosults in tho curbing of oxtromist olomonts
in t};o opposition, tho chancos of survival of the Jowish oomunity wil’:L bo
corrospondingly onhcncod. . ’

Be Tho Factors in Survival

Providod the monnco of anti-Somitism is oradicatod, thoro arc cortein
-faotors which would tond to promoto tho rostoration of Jomrish life if thoy
oporato in o positivo dirootion. It is cloar that tho Jows thomsolves, undor
tho loadorship of men from various walks of 1lifo in tho Contral Committoo
ond tho roligious Union, have takon tho lond in doing things for thomsolves.
Lvon without tho support of addod numbors of Poli'aﬂ Jows from othor aroas,

tho frogmont within Poland has shovm vitality and forcofulness.

1. Indopondont Jowish Press Sorvico, Fobruary 1, 1946, Tho Committoo also

pubiishoed population date showing thot numbors of Jows had doelined from
80,000 to 60,000 in tho ocarly months of 1946, Soo Chaptor III abovo.
Dr. Josoph Tononbaum, prosidont of tho Amorican Fedoration of Polish Jaovs,
-roportod from Worsaw thot 800 Jows had beon slain sinco the liboration.
Evo Star (Wnshington), April 20, 1946,

2. Roport of tho Anglo-Amoricon Committoc, p. 74.
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Nevertheless, without aid from the Government and support from abroad
-~ support which is being sought in increasing amounts 1 _. the Central Com~
mittee could not have achieved what it has, It is quite probable that one
key to eventunl survival may be the amouht of foreign anid, especially that
coming from Jewish orgonizations in the United States,

The attitude of both the-Polish and the Soviét Govermments is of
extreme importance for Jewish survival, Here a distinction must be made;
however, between the mere preservation of Jewish lives and the resurreotion
of a Jewish religious and cultwral community. The Poles seem more inclined
to restore the historic Jewish commmity than is likely in the case of the
ituasians, whose Polish Jewish guests have sometimes been described as wwille
ing oconverts to Communism, The test of Soviet influence will appear in the
future form of the settlements of Jews in Silesia, the future policy of the
Polish Govermment toward Zionism, and the degree to which Jews continue to
direct their own affairs. The fate of the estimated 85,000 repatriates now
going to Silesia will provide the answer, probably before the end of 1946,

The extent of the survival of Jewish culture may be decided, further-
nore, by the interplay of two additional fasctors. Ono is the matter of the
mumber of books, school buildings, and other physical properties that have
survived, Tho tradition of scholarship ran deep in the historical Polish
Jowish commmity, and it is probable that it will again become an important
aspect of Jowish life there.z A more important factor, however, is the
personal intersst in Jowish affairs of, the individuals who have come to play
a part in leoading the revived Jewish commmity, The Central Committee com-
prises mon of varying politiocal views, ranging from the roprosentatives of
the labor partics (Commmnists and Socinlists, the latter of wham are trddi-

tionally anti-Zionist) to religious Zionists. .These men also reprosent such

1, For example the Jewish Lobor Cammittee, New York, has announced tho
creation of a special fund of $250,000 for the maintonmnce of institutions
ostablished in Polond for tho Jows. Tho now arrivals from the USSR wore

. said to be in need-of food clothing, and monoy., Now York Times, May 19,46,

2y It should be pointed out, howsover, that the Yiddi®H Solentific Institute,

one of.the lending bodies of its kind in the world, has moved its head-
quarters from Poland to the United States, It is now engaged in retriov-
ing whot remnins of its archives and in bringing thom to this country.
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disparato exporioncos as thosc of underground fightors and of scholars,.
In viow of these facts, it is quito possible that tho Zionists may have
boon motivated as much by a fear of left-wing dominancéd (mainly Cormunist)
as they havo beon by o desirc to get Jews out of whot they regard as o
pogrom-threatoned Poland to Palestine. In spito of thaosc conflicts, the
Contral Comaittoo has shown great intorost in reviving Jowish intelloctual
activities, wndoubtodly in roco@itic;n of thoir importance for the morale.
of the survivors.

If the surviving Polish Jews from the USSR have become indoctrinated
with commmism they will probably be equipped to play a leading rols in a
country whose government is already sympathetioc to the Soviets, and the
preserbation of the orthodox Jewish way of 1life will be threatened.l if
these elements achieve prominence, it is very likely that the Zionists will
intensify their own activities, although they may be forced to work clandes»
tinely. On the other hand, some .observere have suggested that the repatriates
will prove to be anti-Commmists. If this is the omse, many of them may
seek to emigrate to Palestine, although some may prefer to remain in the
new settlements in Silesia., If Palestine is closed to immigration, however,
the tension within the Jewish commmity in Polend will mount and the future
of the Central Cormittee and of the Jewish cormurity generally will becoms
even more uncertain.

Poland is now threatened with a political orisis involving the future
poosition of the Peasant Party lod by Mikolajozyk, former premier of the
Government~in~Exile and now a member of the Warsaw Govermment. The resolution
of this orisis may have its effects upon the fate of the Polish Jewish com-
mmity., Although some of the members of the Central Committes are Communists,
the bulk of the surviving Jows in Poland are undoubtedly not. (This situa-
tion may, of course, be changed once the politiocal inclinations of the re-

patriates returning from the USSR are known). In spite of their general

1, At least one report, iwwaver, suggests that the repatriates are bringing
back Jewish religious books and objects from the USSR;Jewish Telegraphic
Agonoy, Moscow, April 6, 1946,
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non-leftist views, however, most of the Jews in Poland probably feol that
the’present Government with its declarations on minorities and racial and
religious groups guarantees the Jews a fair chance for survival in a physical
sonso, On the other hand, the more cmservative Peasaunt Party may not seem
to them to represent such a guarantee, Thus, while therc is not necessarily
any ideological tie botween the Jews in Poland and tho prosent leftist rogine,
they will cortainly prefer to support a govermment that promises and ondoavors
to protect them. Miltolajoczyk himsclf is not suspocted of ant:{-Semitic
‘tendoncioes, and if he oan persuado his party to take a similar stand, the
Jows in Poland would probably have no roason to objoct to its hogemony.
At tho samo time, thoy camot overlook tho fact that Mikolajcsyk's party
draws upon tho support of oxtromo rightist and fascist groups in Poland,
and thot theso olements may prove more poworful than the presont loadership
of tho Poasant Party.

" Vhatovor the political prospoct, life for tho Jows in Poland will
bo harsh. At this momont, their position is ospecially endangered by forocos
outside the Governmont and basically opposed to that Government. Prosumably,
the Jows can survivo as porsons only if oxtremist opposition olomonts aro
hold in check; thoir chances of swrvival as Jows, in tho religious and
cultural sonsc, arc govornod by a complox of othor faoctors, some of whioh

cannot bo controlled by eithor Polos or Jows.
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