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M essage from the Chair man

One of the principal missions that United States law assigns the Commission for the Preservation
of America s Heritage Abroad is to identify ard report on cemeteries, monuments, and historic
buildings in Central and Eastern Europe associated with the cultural heritage of U.S. citizens,
especially endangered sites. The Congress and the President were prompted to establish the
Commission because of the special problem faced by Jewish sitesin the region: The
communities that had once cared for the properties were annihilated during the Holocaust. The
atheistic Communist Party dictatorships that succeeded the Nazis throughout most of the region
were insensitive to American Jewish concerns about the preservation of the sites. Properties
were converted to other uses or encroached upon by development. Natural deterioration was not
counteracted. Vandalism often went unchecked.

This report identifies and discusses Jewish cemeteries, synagogue buildings, and Holocaust mass
graves located within the borders of present-day Ukraine. Many of these sites are endangered. |
hope that the report will encourage preservation efforts and assist American Jews of Ukrainian
descent to connect with the last remnants of their heritage in Ukraine,

The Commission is aso required by U.S. law to seek assurances from the governments of the
region regarding the protection and preservation of these cultural heritage properties. | am
pleased to note that the Governments of the United States and Ukraine entered into a
Commissionnegotiated agreement regarding the protection and preservation of places of
worship, historic sites, cemeteries, and memorialsin 1994. The agreement covers the sites
identified in this report.

arren L. Miller
Chairman

888 177TH STREET, NW « SuUITE 1160 = WASHINGTON, DC 20006 ¢ PHONE (202) 254-3824 ¢ Fax (202) 254-3934
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Explanatory Notes

Spelling

Current Ukrainian place names are given for al locations. Alphabetical listing of sites follows
the order of the English alphabet.

Current names of places can be found in Where Once We Walked: A Guide to the Jewish
Communities Destroyed in the Holocaust by Gary Mokotoff and Sallyann Amdur Sack
(Avotaynu, Inc., Teaneck, NJ, 1991; revised edition, 2002).

[llustrations

It isimpossible to include photographs of more than a representative sample of the Jewish sites
in Ukraine in areport of thissize. The photographs included have been chosen for their visual
quality and to illustrate specific topics addressed in this report. Additional photographs may be
found in: Jewish Roots in Ukraine and Moldova: Pages from the Past and Archival Inventories
by Miriam Weiner (New Y ork, 1999).

The report's appendices are designed for geneal ogists and travelers searching for information
about the existence and condition of cemeteries and mass graves in villages, towns and cities
throughout Ukraine. Information about surviving synagogues and identifiable cemeteriesis
given in separate tables. Current use is indicated when known, and in the cases of cemeteries, an
approximate number of surviving gravestones and information about threats confronting the site
isgiven. Travelersto cemeteries are advised to consult the Commission’s Website,

www. heritageabroad.gov.

Information about individua buria plots was not gathered in the survey. Some local Jewish
communities have information about individual sites. Their addresses are included in Appendix
VI. Additional genealogical information and contacts with individuals and organizations with
similar interests and concerns can be found ot line by consulting www.jewishgen.org.
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l. INTRODUCTION:

.1 About the Survey

Millions of American Jews can trace their ancestry to the Pale of Settlement, a large territory of
czarist Russia where Jews were legally authorized to live throughout the 19™ century until
restrictions were lifted in 1917.* Established after the second partition of Poland in 1793 and
subsequently expanded, the Pale of Settlement included within its boundaries part of present day
Poland, and much of what is now Lithuania, Belarus, and Ukraine. According to an 1897
census, 4,899,300 Jews lived within the Pale, forming 94 percent of the Jewish population of
Russia, and 11.6% of the total population of this area. Because of the substantial Jewish
population, the area contains the largest concentration of Jewish historic sites in the world,
despite the destruction in the Second World War and during the communist era.

In 1994, the Commission released its full survey of Jewish sites within the boundaries of modern
Poland, part of which was previously in the Pale.? A revised edition was released the following
year. Thisreport, which covers modern Ukraine, is a natural continuation of that survey. Some
of the territory included, however, is located outside the Pale of Settlement, including areas open
to Jewish settlement in earlier and later times. The survey includes the historic Jewish
communities of Galicia— in western Ukraine, but also large areas to the east and south that have
somewhat different traditions and history. In these areas, in many cases settled by Jews only in
the 19™ century, large populations survived the Second World War and continue today. Despite
emigration from Ukraine, severa cities, including Dnipropetrovsk, Kyiv, and Odesa located
within the Pale of Settlement, and Kharkiv, which was not, have substantial and active Jewish
communities today.

Of the once vast number of cemeteries, synagogues, communal buildings and other significant
Jewish cultural sites, a small number function today, and only asmall part of the total are even
recognizable for what they once were. The Nazi destruction of Jewish buildings and cemeteries
had the goal of eradicating every trace of Jewish existence. This was preceded by Soviet
expropriation of many Jewish communal sites, including the destruction of cemeteries. The Nazi
devastation in Ukraine was followed by a half century of neglect of most of those places that
managed to survive. Government is much more open to preservation of the sites now but halting
and reversing deterioration, and correcting the effects of mindless and inappropriate change,
which is still an enormous task.

This survey, conducted between 1995 and 2000 by the Jewish Preservation Committee of
Ukraine (JPCU), identified over 1,500 cemeteries, mass graves, and synagogues within the
territory of present day Ukraine. Since 1997, the information has been made available on the
Internet through the volunteer work of the International Association of Jewish Geneal ogical
Societies (http://www.jewishgenorg/cemetery/).

1 On the Pale of Settlement, see Encyclopaedia Judaica (Jerusalem: Keter, 1972), Vol. 13, 24-27.

2 survey of Historic Jewish Sitesin Poland. (New Y ork: World Monuments Fund, 1994, revised second edition
1995).



The condition of the sites surveyed ranged from good to deplorable. Site researchers catalogued
avariety of threats, from overgrown vegetation and erosion, to vandalism, pollution, and nearby
devel opment.

Conducting this survey was adifficult task. Researchers trekked from village to village, often
unsure of the reception they would receive, and always uncertain about what remnants of the
Jewish past they would find. In the words of E. Sokilova, JPCU Survey Coordinator for the
oblasts of Kyiv, Chernihiv, Poltava, and Vinnytsia:

All thetime | had an impression of seeing ‘ruins of Rome.” The whole social-and-cultural layer
of the Jewish shtetl has vanished. Only where some reasonable number of Jews till live can one
find ‘ides of the mostly-vanished past. The once flourishing shtetls have become ordinary
villages, sovkhoses, kolkhoses, etc. Even buses only go there one or two times a week from the
regional center. Other days, one must get there only by hitchhiking, and it is possible only in
good wesather. One cannot imagine how many times | had to get to a village using a bread carrier,
or amilk carrier, or atractor, to say nothing about horses, because the only bus route was
canceled because of lack of gasoline. The risk of being stuck in some out- of -the-way place was
always with me.

.2 Recent and Current Effortsto Document Jewish Sites

Since the rebirth of Jewish communal life in the area of the former Soviet Union, severdl
different projects have been initiated to help preserve Jewish sites throughout Ukraine.

The Government of Ukraine has pledged its help in restoring certain Jewish sites, especially
some of the larger synagogues, which have architectural and historical significance. None have
been completed however.

The Ukrainian Landmarks Preservation Society has done some preliminary survey work, mainly
around the Lviv region. It began work on the reconstruction of the Brody synagogue in the late
1980s or early 1990s, but this work has been halted for many years (figures 8 & 9).

Recently, test excavations were undertaken on the site of the former Jewish “court” in Belz. In
addition, the municipality of Zhovkva is undertaking the restoration of the 17" century
synagogue in that town (figures 42, 43 & 44) which will serve as aregional Jewish museum.
The project has received funding from the World Monuments Fund, a private New Y ork-based
historic preservation organization, and the Ukrainian government. The project, however, is still
inits early stages.®

3 The synagogue was listed by the World Monuments Fund on its list of 100 most endangered sites for 2000. See
WMF s Web site: www.wmf.org, and “Zhovkva Synagogue: Future Museum of Galician Jewry?’ inJewish
Heritage Report, 11:3-4 (1998-1999).



In 1990, the St. Petersburg Jewish University of Russia, through its Center for Research and
Presentation of the Eastern European Diaspora, initiated survey work of Jewish sites in Ukraine,
under the direction of 1lya Dworkin, Benjamin Lukin, and Boris Khaimovich. Extensive site
visits focused on cemeteries and synagogues and provided good documentation.* Lukin and
Khaimovich now live in Isragl, and they have continued their work in conjunction with the
Center for Jewish Art at Hebrew University. During the course of their expeditions in Ukraine,
their teams surveyed some 130 cemeteries and fully documented around 70 in the regions of
Galicia (Halychyna), Volyn, Podillia, and Bukovyna. Some extremely rare finds were made,
particularly regarding tombstones marking the beginning of Jewish settlement in the region in
the early sixteenth century. More than 3,000 decorated tombstones from the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries were also recorded.> The Center for Jewish Art’s underlying philosophy is
that all these Sites are at risk and that information about them must be saved, even if the sites
themselves are not.

The Center for Jewish Art’s documentation of synagogues has been funded in part by the Getty
Grant Program. This effort continues work begun by architect Sergel Kravtsov in the early
1990s when he was chief specialist of the West Ukrainian Institute for the Conservation of
Monuments and a lecturer at the Lviv Polytechnic University. Kravtsov subsequently
immigrated to Israel. Some fifteen teams of architects have worked to fully document 40 historic

Synagogues.

Other individuals and groups from abroad have, a one time or another, initiated work on specific
sites. For example, the Jewish Community Relations Council of Cincinnati, which has been
involved with the city government of Kharkiv as part of a sister-city arrangement, worked to
have the main synagogue of the city returned to the local Jewish community in 1990.° The
synagogue subsequently suffered an arson attack in 1998 during the restoration process. The
attack caused damage costing approximately $1million to repair.” Genealogists have also
compiled general and specific collections of data, descriptive information, photographs,

historical notices and other materials related to Jewish sites.

Much of the available material is listed in the compendium assembled by Miriam Weiner, a
professional genealogist who for more than a decade has led individuals and groups to research
their ancestral history in Ukraine, including visits to cemeteries and other Jewish religious and
historic sites. Her book,® published in 1999, is arich resource for old and new photographs of
scores of Ukrainian Jewish sites. Her tables of archival material are an essential resource for
anyone in search of documentary evidence of family history.

“ See their Web site: http://www.hum.huiji.ac.il/CIA/.

® For a description of the expedition of 1997, see: “In Search of Jewish Art in Romania and the Ukraine” in
Newsletter of the Center for Jewish Art, 12 (Oct 1996); “In Search of Jewish Art in Western Ukraine,” in Newsl etter
of the Center for Jewish Art, 14 (Summer 1998), 9; and “Remnants of a Material L egacy: Documenting Jewish
Architecture and Cemeteriesin Ukraine,” in Newsletter of the Center for Jewish Art, 15 (Summer 2000).

6 Unpublished paper by Alice Abrams delivered at Future of Jewish Monuments conference, New Y ork, November,
1990. See also “Kharkiv Returns Shul to Jewish Community”, JTA, (August 31, 1990).

" “Blaze Damages Shul in Ukraine,” JTA, published in The Forward (September 4, 1998).

8 Miriam Weiner, Jewish Rootsin Ukraine and Moldova: Pages from the Past and Archival Inventories (New Y ork:
Y1VO and Routes to Roots Foundation, 1999).



More localized efforts have aso arisen from genealogical passion. Neil Rosenstein and
Benjamin Solomowitz coordinated comprehensive photographic documentation of nearly

5,000 extant gravestones in the Jewish cemetery in Brody, noted for their unusua height, many
measuring over six feet tall. A second phase of the project involved the transcription of the
names and text on each stone. The complete transcription provides alist of al persons buried in
Brody fromapproximately 1838-1938.°

In 1994, the JPCU began survey work using procedures developed by the World Monuments
Fund and the Commission in previous surveys. This became the basis of the extended survey
that is summarized in this report.

1.3 Survey Rationale & Methodology

The JPCU is the investigative arm of the Union of Jewish Religious Organizations of Ukraine.
The main aim of the JPCU isto find and describe all kinds of Jewish burial sites throughout the
territory of Ukraine regardless of date or appearance. This survey includes Jewish cemeteries,
separate Jewish sections of municipal cemeteries, mixed burial places, demolished Jewish
cemeteries, and mass graves. The findings are presented in this report for the first time. There
was no prior list of cemeteries to work from, nor any previous similar inventory or survey. At
present, there are no similar scientific or statistical lists or databases of information for the type
of information collected in this survey.

Finding the locations of cemeteries was difficult. There was no data about Jewish cemeteriesin
the territory of the former Russian Empire or the former Soviet Union. Since 1917, the number
of Jewish burial sites increased for many reasons: pogroms during 1919-1922; the uniting of
areas of Jewish burial with burial grounds of people of other religions and nationalities in shared
municipal cemeteries, and, especially, the killings by Nazis and their collaborators during the
Second World War.

JPCU researchers carried out research in libraries and archives, mostly in Kyiv, and utilized
other information sources. In addition, materials from the Center for Jewish Art of the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem and the Center of the East-Europe Jewish Investigations of St.
Petersburg Jewish University were used to create the list of initial settlements presumed to have
had Jewish cemeteries. The expeditions sponsored by those research institutions only covered
the western and southwestern regions of Ukraine, however, and despite the fact that these
expeditions had been underway for a decade, all the settlements had not been investigated.
Recent Ukrainian publications about the Holocaust chronicle the mass murder of Jews, and also
list settlements where atrocities took place.*® The information is based on formerly secret
archive sources. However, even works such as these do not contain complete lists of settlements.
Some oblasts, such as Zakarpatska, Kharkivska, Donetska, Luhanska, are not fully described.
Mostly, there is only general data without names of specific settlements. Despite research by the
JPCU, such information still lacks accuracy that could be made more accurate by on-site
research.

9 «“Brody Cemetery Project” in Jewish Heritage Report #1 (March 1997).

10 A.1.Kruglov, The Extermination of Jewish population of Ukraine during 1941 — 1944, and ibid., The
Exter mination of Jewish Population of Vinnitska Oblast during 1941 — 1944,

4



Totals of Cemeteriesand Mass Grave Sites Visited by JPCU Listed by Region:

Oblast (Region) Cemeteries Surveyed M ass Graves Surveyed
Cherkaska 24 27
Chernihivska 25 15
Chernivetska 20 7
Dnipropetrovska 5 4
Donetska 5 0
Ivano-Frankivska 34 7
Kharkivska 0 10
Khersonska 9 10
Khmelnytska 38 29
Kyivska 50 17
Kirovohradska 21 17
Krymska 1 0
Luhanska 2 0
Lvivska 81 17
Mykolaivska 7 30
Odeska 40 32
Poltavska 20 12
Rivnenska 40 32
Sumska 6 23
Ternopilska 34 9
Vinnytska 92 84
Volynska 33 29
Zakarpatska 63 1
Zaporizka 15 12
Zhytomyrska 65 71
Total 731 495




Fig. 1. Kamjanka-Buzka (Lvivska oblast), Ukraine. Broken gravestones at old cemetery. Photo: Sue Talansky
8/1997



Fig. 2. Zhytomyr (Zhytomyrska oblast), Ukraine. Dedication of Holocaust memorial on site of mass grave. Photo:
Samuel Gruber 5/2000

Fig. 3. Zhytomyr (Zhytomyrska oblast), Ukraine. Dedication of Holocaust memorial on site of mass grave.
Speakers included U.S. Commission Member Irving Stolberg, Deputy Minister of Culture and Arts of Ukraine
Leonid Novokhatko, and Rabbi Shlomo Wilhelm of Zhytomyr. Photo: Samuel Gruber 5/2000
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Fig. 4. Busk (Lvivska oblast), Ukraine. Jewish cemetery. Photo: Samuel Gruber 5/2000

Fig. 5. Busk (Lvivska oblast), Ukraine. Jewish cemetery. Photo: Samuel Gruber 5/2000
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Fig. 6. Sokil (Lvivska oblast), Ukraine. Ruined synagogue. Exterior. Photo: Eleonora Bergman 6/1995

Fig. 7. Sokil (Lvivska oblast), Ukraine. Ruined synagogue. Interior. Photo: Eleonora Bergman 6/1995
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Fig. 8. Brody (Lvivska oblast), Ukraine. Ruined synagogue. Exterior. Photo: Eleonora Bergman 6/1995

Fig. 9. Brody (Lvivska oblast), Ukraine. Ruined synagogue. Interior. Photo: Eleonora Bergman 6/1995
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Fig. 10. Medzhybizh (Khmelnytska oblast), Ukraine. Ohel of Ba al Shem Tov. Photo: Samuel Gruber 5/2000

Fig. 11. Medzhybizh (Khmelnytska oblast), Ukraine. Re-erected gravestones. Photo: Samuel Gruber 5/2000
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Fig. 12. Sadhora (Chernivetska oblast), Ukraine. View of cemetery. Photo: Raymond M. Guggenheim 8/1999

Fig. 13. Sadhora (Chernivetska oblast), Ukraine. Detail of grave of rabbis. Photo: Raymond M. Guggenheim
8/1999
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[I. OVERVIEW: JEWISH HERITAGE IN UKRAINE"

Jews lived along the Ukrainian coast of the Black Seain Greek and Roman times, from the first
through fourth centuries and have probably lived elsewhere in the territory of Ukraine
continuously since the tenth century, long before the Ukrainian nation emerged.*? By the end of
the 1500s, there were about 45,000 Jews in the regions now constituting Ukraine. By the mid-
1800s, there were aimost 600,000 Jews in the parts of Ukraine under Russian rule. Many more
lived in parts of modern Ukraine that were then part of Austro-Hungary.

The Jews of Ukraine currently constitute the third largest Jewish community in Europe and the
fifth largest in the world. Jews are mainly concentrated in Kyiv (110,000), Dnipropetrovsk
(60,000), Kharkiv (45,000) and Odesa (45,000). Jews also live in many of the smaller towns.
Western Ukraine, however, has only a small remnant of its former population, with Lviv and
Chernivts each having only about 6,000 Jews. The mgority of Jews in present-day Ukraine are
native RussiantUkrainian speakers, and only some of the elderly speak Yiddish as their first
language. By contrast, in 1926, 76.1% claimed Y iddish as their mother tongue. The average age
iscloseto 45.

Since 1991, the idea of a distinct Ukrainian Jewry has been revived. In former times, Jews living
in various parts of the territory of present-day Ukraine had identified themselves as Russian,
Polish, Galician, Romanian, Bessarabian, Hungarian, or even Austrian Jews and, more recently,
as Soviet Jaws.

[1.1 Pre-Communist

Jews appeared in the territory of present-day Ukraine in antiquity, when Jews are known to have
lived in Greek settlements in the Crimea from the first through fourth centuries C.E. Much later,
in the 12" century, when this territory became the part of Khazar Kaganate, Judaism played an
important role. Many Khazars converted to Judaism. There is substantial ongoing research
about the history of the Khazars and the extent of the Jewish practice. Khazar necropolises are
known in Ukraine.

Ancient Russian chronicles relate that Jews from Khazaria visited Volodymyr, the prince of
Kyiv-Rus, to try to convert him to Judaism in 986. A letter written by Kyiv Jews found in the
Cairo Genizaindicates that Jews were settled in central Ukraine in the 10" century. Medieval
writers Benjamin of Tudela and Pethahiah of Regensburg, the latter of whom visited Kyiv in the
12" century, mention the city.** Additional evidence is the name of one of the Kyiv city gates of
the 12th century — Zhydivski Vorota (Jewish Gate) —situated near present-day Lvivska Ploshcha-

1 The following sources have been utilized for this historical overview: Zvi Gittleman, “ The Jews of Ukraine and
Moldova’; Miriam Weiner, Jewish Rootsin Ukraine and Moldova: Pages from the Past and Archival Inventories
(New York: YIVO and Routes to Roots Foundation, 1999; 21-26; Zvi Gittleman, A Century of Ambivalence: The
Jews of Russia and the Soviet Union 1881 to the Present (New Y ork: Schocken Books, 1988); Salo W. Baron, The
Russian Jews under Tsars and Soviets (New Y ork: Schocken Books, 1964, revised second edition 1987); and
Encyclopaedia Judaica (Jerusalem: Keter, 1972), various volumes.

12 Robert S. MacL ennan, “Diaspora Jews, Romans, Othersin The Greek Style Cities of the First Century Crimea’” at
http://meteora.ucsd.edu/~norman/bsp/Cher/rsm01.1.html.

13 «Kiev" in Encyclopaedia Judaica (Jerusalem: Keter, 1972), vol. 10, 991—998.

13



(Lviv square). Unfortunately, there is no information about Jewish cemeteries from that time,
but at least one Jewish cemetery must have existed in Kyiv. Then, beginning in the 12" century,
Jews entered the territory of Ukraine from Western Europe in the wake of the expansion of the
Teutonic Knights and other Christian forces. Jews also migrated to Ukraine from the east due to
the persecution against Judaism from Russian and Byzantium Orthodox clergy.

The most active period of migration to western Ukraine was in the 16" and 17" centurieswhen
the region was under Polish rule. The Polish nobility invited Jews to help manage their estates
and develop economic activity in the newly founded private towns. Predominantly Jewish
towns (shtetls) began to appear on Ukrainian territory as early as the 15™" century when the
Polish aristocracy invited Jews to settle. By the 17" century, Jews began also to settle in eastern
Ukraine. Jewish communities appeared in Podillia, and farther to the east in the towns of Rivne,
Chernihiv, Bila Tserkva, Bohuslav, Pergjaslav, Pyriatyn, Lokhvytsia, Dubno, etc. Architectural
remains and cemeteries in these areas date from this period.

Thus, from the 16™" century until 1939, the largest and most important Jewish community in the
world was located in Eastern Europe in the region that was first under the control of the Polish
Lithuanian Kingdom, much of which later became part of the Russian Empire. Approximately
half of this historic region is now part of the new modern nationof Ukraine, which gained
independence in 1991.

Western Ukraine was the site of some of the earliest Jewish settlements. By 1447, a Jewish
community was established in Sambir, and soon afterward Jews settled in Uzhhorod, which
became a Jewish religious center (this area was part of Czekhosl ovakia between the World
Wars). At Berehovo, then part of Hungary, Polish Jews were encouraged to settle on the estates
of the Schoenborn counts. Mukachevo was once home to thirty synagogues and had a Hebrew
press established in 1871.

Beginning in the 16" century, Ukraine was the site for nearly every major religious, social, and
political movement in the Jewish world. Despite the devastation of the Chmelnytskyj massacres
in 1648 (in which 100,000 Jews died), the Jewish community continued to grow and develop.
Israel B. Eliezer, known as the Ba'a Shem Tov (c. 1698 — 1760) founded Hasidism, the popular
religious movement, in the western Ukrainian regions of Podillia and Volyn during the first half
of the 18" century.

The teaching and practice of Hasidism offered hope and dignity to alarge portion of the Jewish
population of Eastern Europe, particularly those who were looked down upon by the Jewish
establishment of community leaders and scholarly rabbis because of their semi-literacy,
ignorance of Jewish law, and poverty.

The Ba'a Shem Tov and his followers placed prayer and faith on an equal footing with
scholarship and knowledge of the law. Thus, through a religious movement, a large Jewish
underclass was recognized as a powerful and legitimate religious and socia force. With
Hasidism, even the ignorant could find divine grace in prayer with purity of heart, devotion, and
enthusiasm.
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Hasidism taught that God should be served with joy and happiness, thus the movement fostered a
rich tradition of song, dance, and story telling. A corollary to this was the increased belief in
wonder-working rabbis. These sages, known as Tsaddikim, continue to be revered by Hasidic
Jews today, who especially venerate their graves and consider it a duty and privilege to visit and
pray at the resting places of their revered teachers, many of whom lie buried in the Jewish
cemeteries of western Ukraine.*

Initially rejected and bitterly fought by adherents of the Orthodox status quo, Hasidism was
gradually embraced by much of the Jewish population of all social classes. In many ways the
movement reinvigorated Eastern European Judaism after the devastation of the 17"-century
pogroms and the increasing polarization of Jewish society.

The legacy of Hasidism remains especially strong through western Ukraine, with numerous sites
associated with the movement’ s founders and the many revered successors. Some placesin
Ukraine, like Sadhora, were established as magjor Hasidic centers and attracted large numbers of
devout Jews for generations. In the 1730s, the Ba' a Shem Tov stayed in the vicinity of Kosiv
(then part of Poland) and this town later became an important Hasidic center. Kuty also had a
strong Hasidic element. Jews owned eleven houses in the town of Sniatyn as early as 1592 and
this town later developed as a Hasidic center. Sadhora, established in the 18" century, had a
famous synagogue known as the “ Great Shul” and became the seat of the rabbis known as
“Ruzhiner.” All of these towns had impressive Jewish cemeteries, parts of which still survive.
Members of the Shnayer dynasty of Tsaddikim are buried in the town of Vynohradiv (Western
Ukraine).

In 1791, Empress Catherine Il initiated the creation of the Jewish Pale — the territory where Jews
were allowed to settle and pursue a wide range of economic activities. Soon after the beginning
of the 19" century, Alexander | ordered Jews to take surnames. These, asarule, originated from
the names of places where Jews lived (Vinnitsky from Vinnytsia, Zaslavsky from Zadavl, etc.)
or from the occupation (Soifer, Reznik, etc.). Often surnames reflected a religious characteristic,
for example families of Levite origin took the surnames Levitin, Levin, Levitansky, Levitan, etc..
There were similar origins for Kogan, Kagan, Shoichet, and other names.

In 1817, the Jewish Pale was ratified as the territory where Jews could live in shtetls only,
mainly on the lands of Galicia, Volyn, and Podolia. Ukraine, as a part of the Pale of Settlement,
was densely populated with Jews. All the territory of so-called Slobozhanshina (Kharkiv,
Katerynodav, Luhansk, and others) was, however, an area where Jews were prohibited from
settling. In big towns such as Kyiv, Kharkiv, and Odesa, however, Jews were allowed to live if
they met certain financial and social qualifications. Thus, despite many restrictions, Jews played
a prominent role in the development of commerce and industry in the region, and especially in
the growth of its mgjor cities such as Kyiv, Odesa, and Kharkiv.

% Theliterature on Hasidism isvast. Many have been introduced to the stories of the sages through the writings of
Martin Buber and Elie Wiesel. See especially Buber’s Tales of the Hasidim (New Y ork: Schocken Books, 1947)
and Wiesel’sSoulson Fire (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1982). A more scholarly approach can be found in
Gershon David Hundert, ed., Essential Papers on Hasidism: Originsto Present (New York and London: New Y ork
University Press, 1991).
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Many of the most important Jewish thinkers of the modern age were born in those cities. In
Kyiv and Odesa, for example, the Jewish Enlightenment movement; (known as the Haskalah,
found some of its earliest support. These cities were also the home of such famous Yiddish and
Hebrew writers as Sholom Aliechem (1859-1916), I.L. Peretz (1852-1915), and Mendele
Mocher Seforim (1835-1917) as well as important Zionist figures such as Leo Pinsker (1821-
1891), Ahad Ha-Am (1856-1927), and Vladimir Jabotinsky (1880-1940). The Haskalah
movement also took hold in west central Ukraine where, for example, Khotyn's Jewish
population grew after Bessarabia became part of Russiain 1812. By mid-century, it had become
a center for Haskalah and even had a private school for girls.

At the beginning of the 19™ century, there was an organized, official attempt to settle Jews on the
land as farmers. Jewish agricultural colonies were created, and Jews were moved to the lands of
Khersongubernia, beginning a continuous movement of Jews east and south.

By the beginning of the 20" century, Jews lived in aimost all the towns of Ukraine. They also
congtituted one-third of the total urban population. More than one-third of all Jews in western
and central Ukraine lived in towns or shtetls where they formed an absolute majority. The
largest population lived in the western and southwestern aress.

The brutal pogroms of 1881-82 were carried out mostly in Ukraine; these atrocities and
economic hardship stimulated substantial Jewish emigration from the region to the United States
and other countries. In 1903, there was a particularly brutal pogrom in Kishinev (now Chisinau,
the capital of Moldova)) More pogroms took place in 1905-06. The emigration to the United
States began in the 1880s as a result of pogroms, but the most intense emigration took place after
1903. Jews also moved to Western Europe, Australia, and South America, but the greatest
number immigrated to North America, particularly to the United States.

The Russian Revolution and the Civil War of 1918-21 brought the greatest violence since the
17™ century against Jews in Ukraine and the greatest destruction of Jewish monuments. And
although these horrors would be dwarfed by the terror of the Holocaust, and, thus, to some extent
are forgotten, they ranked at the time among the worst catastrophes of Jewish history. Estimates
put the Jewish death count at 35,000, with over 100,000 left homeless.

1.2 First Independent Communist Periods (1917-1939)*°

After 1917, Jews began to move in large numbers from small villages to big towns and cities, in
part because of the numerous pogroms in small towns during the Civil War when Jews suffered
from requisitions, robbery, and violence. From 1919 to 1921, violence against Jews occurred in
more than 350 localities. A result was that the Jewish population of large cities such as Kyiv,
Mykolaiv, Kharkiv, Donetsk, and Odesa increased significantly.

After a short period of Ukrainian independence, the western third of present-day Ukraine,
including the city of Lviv, became part of the re-established Poland, while the eastern part fell

15 On this period see particularly Nora Levin, The Jews in the Soviet Union Since 1917: Paradox of Survival, 2 vols.
(New York and London: New Y ork University Press, 1988).
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under Soviet rule.*® The partition left more than 1.5 million Jews in what would become the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. By the late 1920s, the Soviet regime began to end all
autonomous Jewish communal activities. Thiswas accompanied by a policy of confiscation of
synagogues, converting them into sport halls, factories, and other facilities.

During the early Soviet period, Ukraine (together with Belarus) became a center of Yiddish
culture, abeit devoid of any religious content. Yiddish schools, theaters, newspapers and
publishing houses were established, as was the "Institute of Jewish Proletarian Culture in the
Ukraine" attached to the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences. During this time Jewish ethnographic
collections were expanded, and these collections — preserved from the destruction of the
Holocaust — form the core of many state Judaica collectionstoday.!” Toward the end of the
1930s, during the Stalinist purges, nearly all of these institutions were eliminated. During this
time, religious and Zionist activity was forced underground. By the late 1930s, after a thorough
crackdown, most of those involved in propagating religious observance or Zionism had been
arrested.

In the 1930s, as part of the economic and socia politics of the Soviet Union, Soviet authorities
established four Jewish autonomous districts in the southern part of Ukraine and in the Crimea.
Large collective farms (called kolkhoz) were established, the members of which were mostly
Jews. So, in such places, new Jewish cemeteries were established. These settlements lasted until
the Second World War, when German forces occupied them and murdered their inhabitants.*®

1.3 Holocaust (1939-1945)

During the war, nearly all of Ukraine was occupied by invading German armies. Of the
approximately two million Jews who lived within the boundaries of modern Ukraine in 1939, it
is estimated that 1.4 million were killed in the Holocaust. Hundreds of historic communities,
especialy in western Ukraine, were completely destroyed at the hands of the German invaders.

Typical of the terrible loss is the fate of the Jewish community of Lviv, which numbered 109,500
in 1939. Of these, 97,000 were murdered in Lviv or sent to labor and death camps between
March 1942 and January 1943. Of those deported, only about 150 individuals are believed to
have survived. Synagogues perished along with the congregations. The gravestones of Lviv’'s
Old Jewish Cemetery were uprooted and removed, never to be retrieved.

1.4  Soviet Era, Post-Holocaust (1945-1990)

At the end of the Second World War, the boundaries of the Soviet Union and Ukraine were
moved west to the line of Ukraine's present border. After the war, Jews returning to their homes
were often met with hostility. The repression of Jewish cultural and spiritual life was severe.
Kyiv became a center for anti-Semitic activity. The suppression of Jewish religious study and
use of the Hebrew language continued, as well as arenewed wave of nationalization of Jewish

16 On this period see Ben-Cion Pinchuk, Shtetl Jews under Soviet Rule: Eastern Poland on the Eve of the Holocaust
(Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1990).

17 See Tracing An-Sky: Jewish Collections from the State Ethnographic Museumin . Petersburg. (Amsterdam and
St. Petersburg: Zwolle, 1992).

18 On the movement to settle Jews “on the land” see Gittleman, op.cit., A Century of Ambivalence, 142 ff.
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communal property, the elimination through murder and deportation of the Jewish leadership, the
closing of al schools using the Yiddish language and, finally, a fervid anti- Zionist campaign.
Many Jews, in the face of such organized repression, emigrated to Israel and the United States
when able to do so.

As part of these policies, Jewish history in Ukraine was ignored and even denied. Jewish sites
were neglected and even misidentified. Jewish suffering in the Holocaust was subsumed into the
genera outrages of the “Hitlerian War” or the “War Against Fascism” during which millions of
Soviet citizens had died.

1.5 Modern Era (1990-2003)

In 1991, Ukraine again became an independent nation. The first president after independence,
Leonid Kravchuk, though aformer Communist, was democratically elected and reportedly
received the support of the majority of the Jewish population. The collapse of Communism and
the re-creation of an independent Ukraine have set the stage for the revitalization of Jewish life.
Over the past decade, the new Ukrainian government has evidenced some sensitivity to the needs
of Ukrainian Jewry.

Still, the precarious economic situation has been a decisive factor in the continued emigration of
Ukrainian Jews. Throughout much of the 1990s, as many as 50,000 Jews ayear left. This
emigration has had dire effects upon the state of Jewish communal properties. Large-scale
emigration from smaller communities has left many sites entirely untended, or insufficiently
maintained — this just at atime when new laws provided the basis for Jewish communities to take
charge of many aspects of their historic and religious heritage. For example, the Jewish
population in the once-important community of Berdychiv has dropped from an estimated
14,000 at the time of independence to a less than 800 today — leaving the Jewish community in
the town with much less means and political influence to protect its enormous cemetery.

Emigration has taken atoll in another way, too. Many of the country’s Jews best able to assist in
the recovery, restoration, and maintenance of Jewish sites throughout the country have left the
country. The redlity is that the more steeped in Jewish culture a young and energetic Ukrainian
Jaw is, the greater the likelihood he or she will emigrate. Thus, the foremost researcher of
Ukrainian synagogues moved to Isragl in the mid-1990s, and almost all researchers engaged by
the Jewish Preservation Committee of Ukraine to work on this survey between 1995 and 1999
have also emigrated.

Despite this outflow of talented people, the Jewish community, which has been guaranteed equal
rightsin the country, has been trying to reorganize itself for participation in a democratic society.
Among its primary tasks are the re-establishment of communal organizations and activities and
the restitution of communal property seized by the Communists.

The dedication of amemorial for the victims of Nazi brutality at Babyn Yar, the site of the mass
murder of the Jews of Kyiv in 1941, marked the beginning of a new erain Ukrainian Jewry. Its
trend continues — new Jewish schools have opened throughout the country, giving hope for a
Jawish future, and more and more memorials have been erected, recognizing obligations to
remember the past. The two sides of this equation are easily visible in the central Ukrainian city
of Zhytomyr, where the local rabbi, relocated from Israel, has reinvigorated the Jewish
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community and established a very active school, as well as other education and social programs.
Beginning in May 2000, town officials joined with the Jewish community to erect and dedicate,
severa new Holocaust memorias on the sites of brutal massacres and mass burials of Jews on
the edge of town (figures 2, 3).

The Jewish community in Ukraine is made up of many different religious and cultural groups.
The leading organizations for Jewish culture are the Associations of Jewish Organizations and
Communities of Ukraine and the Jewish Council of Ukraine. Together with Union of Jewish
Religious Organizations of Ukraine and the Kyiv Municipa Jewish Community these four
organizations founded, in 1998, the Jewish Confederation of Ukraine, to be an umbrella
organization for promoting of all aspects of Jewish life in Ukraine. Nevertheless, there are splits
and disagreements within the Ukrainian Jewish community involving personality, financial and
power conflicts. But the community as a whole continues to grow in all areas — religious life,
social programming, and cultural affairs. Leading international Jewish organizations have also
established branches in Ukraine. Appendix VI includes the names, addresses, and general areas
of activities of many of the most active organizations and institutions.

According to the World Jewish Congress (2004), there are 75 Jewish schools in the country in
some 45 cities, among them 10 day schools and 65 Sunday schools (other sources may give
different numbers, but mostly in the same general range). The International Solomon University,
founded in 1993 offers Judaic studies at its branches in Kyiv and Kharkiv, enrolling about 150
students. Coursesin Hebrew are aso offered in many other places, and there are many outlets
for those who wish to express their artistic creativity. Much of the Isragl-oriented activity is
directed by the Jewish Agency for Immigration. Several Jewish newspapers and journals are
published, including the Kyiv-based Hadashot, thereis aso aweekly TV program called
“Yahad” on state television.

Several laws and decrees passed over the last ten years have affected the fate of Jewish
communal properties. Among these, the most important are: a 1991 law concerning the return of
communal property; a 1994 agreement with the United States on the protection and preservation
of certain cultural properties; a 1998 decree concerning the inviolability of places of burial of
human remains, preventing privatization and development of cemetery sites; and a 2003 law on
burial places.
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Fig. 14. Lviv (Lvivska oblast), Ukraine. Wall and fence of Old Jewish Cemetery. Photo: Samuel Gruber 5/2000

Fig. 15. Lviv (Lvivska oblast), Ukraine. Entrance gate to Old Jewish Cemetery, now a marketplace. Photo: Samuel
Gruber 5/2000
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. JEWISH SITESIN UKRAINE
[11.1 A Legacy of Synagogues and Cemeteries

In 1924, just six years after the devastation of the First World War, Jewish historian Majer
Balaban wrote in Lvov (now Lviv), : “We gtill have time to save our relics but, if we do not do it
right now, if we do not start this job at once, everything our fathers were for nine centuries will
perish utterly.” Balaban was also responding to the destruction of Jewish properties, including
the Great and Suburban Synagogues of Lviv, after the city returned to Polish rule in 1918.

Balaban and others initiated efforts to record information, including inscriptions on tombstones,
and to photograph Jewish sites. He was acutely sensitive to the rapidly changing patterns of life
of traditional Eastern European Jewry. In addition to the rising trend of anti- Semitism within
Poland, he was aso surely aware of the changes aready underway in newly communist Russia
and Ukraine, where many Jewish siteswere expropriated as part of Soviet policy. He could not
foresee, however, that in 20 years the Nazi's “Final Solution” would extirpate the Jews living in
Poland and much of Ukraine and that the cemeteries would become the only materia proof of
their long inhabitance.

Balaban and a few other like-minded scholars and contemporary photographers, such as Roman
Vishniac, saw aworld destined to change, if not disappear.*® Modernism, industrialism, and new
religious and political movements were al affecting the traditional Jewish world. Even before
1939, the world that many of the famous Y iddish writers were recording was already history.

The most exhaustive effort to record Jewish monuments was an inventory of synagogues begun
in 1923 by the Institute of Polish Architecture of the Polytechnic of Warsaw under

the direction of Szymon Zgjczyk. Zajczyk took thousands of photographs of Polish Judaica and
synagogues, and prepared detailed descriptions. Because much of modern-day Ukraine was then
part of Poland, this work encompassed documentation of many Ukrainian sites.

Architects from the Institute of Polish Architecture took hundreds of accurate measurements of
synagogues, and copies were made of polychrome decorations. The primary sponsors of the
project were killed during the Holocaust and much of the material gathered was destroyed when
the Germans burned the Institute of Architecturein 1944. However, some material was saved,
and this forms the basis of our information about Polish-Ukrainian synagogues before the
Holocaust.

Since the 1950s, Polish architects Maria and Kazimierz Piechotka have worked to identify,
interpret, and present this material.® In the few cases, such as Zhovkva, where conservators are

19 Some of Roman Vishniac's many evocative photographs of pre-War Jewish life are easily accessible in Polish
Jews (New Y ork: Schocken Books, 1947), A Vanished World (New Y ork: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1983) and To
Give Them Light: the Legacy of Roman Vishniac (New Y ork: Simon & Schuster 1993).

20 Maria & Kazimierz Piechotka, Wooden Synagogues (Warsaw: Arkady, 1959) and ibid. Bramy Nieba: Boznice

Drewniane (The Gates of Heaven: Wooden Synagogues), (Warsaw:Wydawnictwo Budownictwo i Architektura,
1996).
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looking to restore historic synagogues, they are able to look to these photographs for an accurate
depiction of abuilding’s pre-War appearance. More often, the photos taken by Zgczyk and his
team stand in as surrogates for the buildings themselves.?

In an article written in 1933, Zajczyk was till able to write “the historical material of Poland in
this field is, in comparison to the rest of Eastern and Central Europe, unusually rich and
interesting. It has the important property of supplying us with a collection of the historically
valuable structures without any interruption in time. From the late Middle Ages to the most
recent times, we can trace in Poland the development of types of synagogues.”

Until 1939, this legacy was, for the most part, protected and maintained by the Jews through a
variety of communal organizations and through a system of personal involvement and
accountability. According to historian David Davidovitch, one of the first to attempt
documentation of the artistic and architectural heritage destroyed during the Hol ocaust:

Among the factors causing reverence for objective artistic values which helped preserve
important artistic monuments, first and foremost were the religious, national, and cultural
freedom and the latitude permitted Polish Jewry in economic affairs up till about the middle of
the 17th century. Polish Jewry did not suffer the pogroms and persecution to the same extent as
Jewish communities in the West, where numerous communities were annihilated and their art
destroyed. The veneration felt by the Jews for their ancient monuments was expressed in the
outstanding care they took of their artistic possessions, restoring and embellishing them when
nature and pogroms had taken their toll. On the other hand it was expressed in the development
of their ancient tradition, the rich literature and folklore which had been woven around the
monuments by numerous generations. All this provided a constructive factor of reverence which
resulted in the preservation of many historical monuments.*

The Holocawst turned upside down the world which Balaban, Zagjczyk, and others had studied.
All the wooden synagogues were destroyed except some modest small-town synagogues that
survived because their size and form did not differ from neighboring homes. The loss of
masonry synagogues was also extensive. Even when the buildings themselves survived, they are
now ruins or have been rebuilt with their origina form and function drastically changed. Many
have been devastated, and amost all have lost their interior fur niture and fittings.?®

In the wake of this destruction, the exact number and overall condition of Jewish historic
monuments in Ukraine remained unknown for a half-century. One of the primary goals of the
project was to identify sites and assess their condition while especially compiling a master
inventory of Jewish cemeteries and mass graves throughout the region. The result of this survey
isinformation based on site visits to over 1,300 Jewish sites, and selected information on
additional sites gleaned from other sources. It is believed that several hundred more Jewish
burial grounds and mass graves exist within the present-day boundaries of Ukraine.

21 photos of pre-war Polish and Ukrainian synagogues can also be seen in George Loukomski, Jewish Art in
European Synagogues from the Middle Ages to the Eighteenth Century (London: Hutchinson & Co. Ltd., 1947),
though these are occasionally mislabeled and the accompanying text is not entirely reliable.

22 David Davidovitch, Synagoguesin Poland and Their Destruction (Jerusalem: Mosad Harav Kook and Y ad
Vashem, 1960), 6.

2 Mariaand Kazimierz Piechotka have been generous in sharing their findings.
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The historical circumstances surrounding the founding of Ukrainian Jewish cemeteries varies
greatly — especialy between west and east, and between essentially small rural communities
(shtetls) and larger cities. Cemetery locations and types are often a result of the historical
circumstances of the creation of the particular cemetery. Cemeteries founded under Polish rule
in the 17" and 18" century differ from those established under Russian rule in the 19™ century.
In many ways, the varied survival pattern and current condition of Ukrainian cemeteries reflects
these historical trends.

Portions of the cemeteries, especially those in larger cities where a sizable Jewish community
remains to tend to them, are in relatively good condition. In these cities, the newest Jewish
cemeteries are often adjacent to non-Jewish cemeteries, as part of amunicipal cemetery
complex. But even in these cases, encroachments by nontJewish burials jeopardize the security
of individual burials and the sanctity (as defined by Jewish law) of the cemetery asawhole. The
greatest danger is in the western part of Ukraine, the region that was under Polish control
between the wars and was completely occupied by the German army. In that region, where
many historic communities no longer exist, the cemeteries remain unprotected and at great risk.
For the most part, the oldest Jewish cemeteries arein this part of the country —in Podillia and
Volyn, the heartland of Jewish settlement from the 16" through 19™" centuries, and the center of
Hasidism.

Even in areas far from the Pale of Settlement, however, such as in the Donetska oblast, there are
many Jewish sites. Here, Jews settled at the end of the 19" and beginning of the 20" centuriesin
agricultural colonies.

When large Jewish cemeteries do exist essentially intact, however, there are serious threats. For
example, in the New Jewish Cemetery in Lviv, which covers many acres, there has been gradua
encroachment of non-Jewish burials onto the site — often at the expense of existing older Jewish
graves. A visit to the cemetery in May 2000 revealed many relatively recent Christian burials,
complete with crosses, sometimes with an image of the body of Jesus Christ (figure 19). While
many of these new Christian burials date to the 1980s, still others are from the 1990s. The
pattern seems to be that older graves are broken and neglected, and, when not tended for some
time, they (or at least their markers) are removed and the plot is reused. The reasons for this are
uncertain. Convenience may be afactor, but so may be the deceased’ s association with Judaism
— perhaps through a parent or a spouse.

Throughout the country, lavishly carved tombstones — among the finest examples of Jewish folk
art — have been identified from as far back as the 16" century (figures 45, 46, 48, 50). These,
however, are seriously suffering the effects of time. Over the past half century, many of these
precious stones have been lost — their memory is preserved only in older photographs. An
important source for information about these lost stones is in the systematic documentation
carried out for many decades by ethnographer and photographer David Goberman. 2

24 Two collections of Goberman’s photographs have been published. These are: Jewish Gravestonesin Ukraine and
Moldova (Moscow: Image Publishing House, 1993) and Carved Memories. Heritage in Stone from the Russian
Jewish Pale (New York: Rizzoli, 2000).
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Of great concern is the continuing problem of looting of tombstones, dumping of waste on
cemetery grounds, and development of cemetery sites for other uses. Throughout the period of
Communist rule, as well as during the years of the Nazi occupation, large numbers of cemeteries
were desecrated and built over with housing complexes, factories, and other structures. While
there are now government assurances that such desecrations have stopped, there has been little
significant action on the part of national or local authorities to reverse earlier destructive
practices. While areas of historic cemeteries where gravestones are till visible are, for the most
part, safe from new encroachment, other areas of those same cemeteries, where stones have been
removed or buried, continue to be at risk. Other sites where all stones have been removed are
even more endangered, since local authorities, and local private individuals are not easily
convinced of the historical accuracy of claims about the essence of these places, and about their
sanctity. To remedy this situation, research, mapping and often legal action is required to
reestablish recognition of historic boundaries. A recent affirmation of the historic boundaries of
the cemetery in Brody (Lviv oblast) isavictory of patience and tenacity. Part of the Brody
cemetery has been fenced in recent years; now the rest can be fenced, too.

In March 2000, the Ukrainian Ministry of Culture agreed to assist the Ukrainian Cemeteries
Preservation Society of Brooklyn to establish the proper boundaries of the Yampil (formerly
Yampeli) cemetery, where the noted rabbi, Y echil Mechal, is buried, using archaeologica survey
methods and assisted by the noted University of Kamjanets-Podilsky;.

In Rozdil (Lvivska oblast), the large cemetery has been fenced in, but the hilly area has quite a
few stones that are broken, face down, and otherwise illegible. According to the mayor, the
Nazis did all the destruction. One man had taken stones to line his basement but died the
following day, so no one elsetried it.>> Many stories of this sort are associated with Jewish
cemeteries throughout the country.

Often it is only with the erection of new fences, as has been done at several older cemeteriesin
the Lviv and Ternopil oblasts, including Belz (figure 34), Olesko (figure 35), and Sasiv, that
respect is established for these holy sites. Fencing itself has its problems, however. At the
cemeteries of Ternopil and Komarno, where not al of the historic burial areas are included
within the fenced areas, it became even more difficult to regain those portions excluded.

In some cases, the cemeteries and graves of famous rabbis and Tsaddikim have been protected.
The cem