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Sth Jan, I92I. ' " ’ - ' - l
I must admit that my friend W. J. “Allan, helped me a Iot’ in the correspondence,

with the Minister, vith the application for the permit, for my family to leave
Russia for Australia. ’ » : o
On the 2nd Dec 1920, he wrote the first letter, to the Ballarat Daily Preea, ‘
Cootia Star, and Eccha. There he published, how the treatment of me, took place o !
in the free Australia. These were his words, ™ Under the migration laws, in tke
Commonwealth, Mr. J L. Komeearook of Bridge Street, Ballarat, nae oppreeaed -and
everybody sympathized, with him. T years before the beginning of the war, he came

to Australia, to fimd happiness- His wife and ‘son of 4monthe, were supposed to JOinJ

| ‘him, when he had a home ready for them. The .war broke out, and’ his plans were foil

For 3 years, Mr. Komeearoolc didn't recieve a letter, from his wife. The only news

he recieved from hie birthplace, was a card, with the sad news, of the death of hie‘ E
father. Each week ‘he sends a letter to his wife, and it comes back to him with the ‘
note from the Gommonwealth " The postal comunicationa, with Russia, is mow not E
friendly." = Mr. Komesarook is very vorried for his wife and son, who is .now

7 .years old.. He asks, in the name of humanity, for just treatment, from the f
Coumonwealth. He wants a passport to his motherland, to joim liis wife and child, or
he aslcs the Commonwealth, for the right to bring them out here. The Premier aof E
Great Britian explained many times, 1n the ngusu Parliment, that there ie na: war, &
between -England and Russia,. and yet our free COmmonwealth has oppressed

¥r. Komesarook, they neither give him a passport,or allov him to ring his family E
out. What do we need a. pasaport system, in our free COmmonwealth : Tike

Hr. Komeearook- Many letters were already written to the l[inieten,, ,
'I‘erritoriee. Mr, Komeearoolc has tried to be a good citizen of the COnunonwealth, %
¥hy shouldn't we help Him, to bring out his family. As-a guarantee, to the ‘7 o
Commonwealth Mr.. Komesarook will: pay £1000 bond, if they permit ldm kome, or to: E

bring out hia family. But the preaent dic:tatorship of the Commonwealth is not ) E
'llling - '7;-,-',‘ - T ""“:‘ﬁ;_' f‘f: r- R o -7 ’ 7 E
Even thu, the fact thet I had openly explained my oppreseed situation, to the

four Ministers of Parliment G. Maxwell, Senator W. Boltin, Dr. llal.oney and
D. C. Mc Grath, and the oppression of the authorities, on the I’Ith Jam 1921,
I recieved a letter from the Minister, given to me, by D. C. McGrath. The Minieter
wrote,that the present point of view of the goverment,. is against letting in to ;

s

Australia, migrants from Ruesia, and with this approach,. was the application from
Mr. Komesarook refused. I can do nothing in this case, ami I must refuse . this

3

application.
My friend Mr. W J. Allan didn't expect such injuetic, by his Australian Government. ¢
On the 22nd Jan. he wrote, an open letter in the Melbourne Herald, under the titlﬂy

" A Russian Dilemma, Separated From Family". A
In this letter s he opened his heart, but he made a small impact, ofi the aﬁ?ﬂl{biﬁiti"“'g

f
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.and we agreed that as we spoke with: the members of parliment, we should prepare a

petition, to the Parliment, which should sit for a session on the I2th Feb.

-The Melbourne Herald published his short letter.

Russian and Australia Entry Forbidden. Petition to Parliment.

The secretary of State, replied, that he cannot change his decision on Mr. Komesarook
application.

A number of business men in Melbourne and in Balliarat, are preparing, a petition

to the Parliment, in which they ask the Parliment to.open the doors for-lr Komesarook

'to be reunited with his family, either in- Russia or. Austrelia. Those letters that

were published in the paper, started a feeling in the people, towards the oppressive
treatment of the authorities, and it brought about “that the authorities, started

to think. about my application.

A week later, when I aame to G. Maxwell, to aak him- to aign my petition, he didnot
refuse, but asked me to wait untiI he, will see peraonly, the Minister for

Home and Territories..

On the 22nd April I received a letter from G. Maxwell, voicing the hope, that I
already had heard about.

The disaussion in cabinet, re my application, and he is very happy, the Minmister

told me,that he will permit me, to go to Russia, and lie will allow me, to bring

my wife, child and mother to Australias, but not the brothers and sisters, and the
rest of the family. He hoped that I wilT shortly be able to bring out all the others.
¥hen I was speaking with the Minister, about your case, I met Senator BoIiin'and
Jolly Ingrad, and we are all happy to hear the Hinistere statement about yc%r ‘;,:

vj.,

‘application. . - :ﬁ.‘ . .
Shortly afterwards I handed in my epplication for a naturalization certificate.r
A1 papers I had to recieve from the Police and Govenor General, were to inquire o
about the right to give me a naturalization certificate. They were marked UBGENT, -
g0 thet I should be ready to leave, by the first .available boat.
On the 3rd May, I received my naturalization certificate, on the 22nd May, I received
paseport, and a letter, to the High COmmiaeioner, in London. This is the cnntcnt
of the letter,

" This will introduce to you the reno'nd, busineés man of Ballarat,
Mr. Komesarook,who is travelling to Buseia;lunder a special law entitlement, given
to him, by our department, for the purpose of bringing out to Australia, his wife,
child and mother. ¥r. Komesarook, was born in Russia, but never lived there.

¥e would be happy, if you could assist him, with the formalities in London.

Mr. Komesarook, is here connected with many business men, and is a friend of

Mr. G. Maxwell, and Jolly Ingred, who are members of our House of Representatives,
and we would be happy for you to assist him, im his travelling to Russia, and give
him permission-to take, with him, the gold, that he brought from Australia, or that
You exchange it for money in London, so that, it will enable him to pay for the
expenses, for the tickets, for his family, frowm Russia to the nearest Meitteranianm
Port, ‘We hope you will do all, to assist him, . -
signed, QUINLAND. ]
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2Ist Jan I921. :
As I received the necessary papers, I made arrangements with The Ballarat Truates )

to superviee my business in Ballarat, and I gave my brother, the right to huy
goods for my business. It was agreed, that the business will be carried on , by

one manager and four assistants. I myself started all: the proceedings, and the

i } [reriovn | 52
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necessary steps to leave the Commonwealth.

Monday I%th June at I2 eclock, myself, my brother, and 2 cousins, arrived in

Ballarat Before noon, the next day, I had everything in. order, the small things E

and that, which I had to give over to my hmther and efter 3 ocrleck,. some if my

friends in Ballarat, came to say farevell, and to wish me, a gnod healthy voyage. E

After the 2 glasses of wjne, my friend D. Word, assured -mé™that he willy, remain

the sawe friend to me, when I will come back from Burape. I thanked them ell E
i
{

Lo B . f

very much, and explained to my friend W. J. Alian, that it was not the KMinister

for Home and Territories, who gave me permission to €o home, But it is he W.J.Allan,.
.whom I must thank, because he influenced the Kinister, to change his mind. ™

It remains for me to hope that I will soon come back, with my family, from I-}umpe,
aere, where we will live peacefully.

_ Before I left the shop, I called the manager, and the assistants, and I told them,
g that I am leaving, and I asked them, to work to the best of my interest, a.ud

] what ever you do, for the good of the husiness, inr my absents, you will find,. for
E/ Yourself, when I come back from Europe. The manager and assistants, promised‘ me
their devotion and at 5 in the afternoon, I finally left my shop, .and we a11 went

to Melbourne.

prosmm

it i

The 1ast few days before I left L!el‘bourne, I visited many of uw cnuntry men.
They - hrought togethar 68 ‘addresses of their friends in Ruesia, and_told becauee of

the: war, and its consequences, they were separated from their friends, onm the other

Lo |

3ide of the ses, for 4% yrs, and I should contect, these friends in Russia, by

letter a.nd convey their givexr addresses. -

I‘he ]hat Saturday and Sunday,. my brother organized, a farewell party for me, to
which,were invited many friends and acquantances, and we Had & merry time (Frayleci). g
Some of my country men were very envious,. ’because I was going home. Some of them:
conscled me with, " Never mind,. you will lta.ve, quite a parcel of $roubles ( Tzares), ¥
before you will tear yourself away, from the Bolskeviks".. E
Tuesday evening, the might before I left Melbourne, for Europe, my cousin Ulter,
invited me, for a farewell: dinmer and there I met some more coumtry werr, and ‘they [
all wished me a happy voyage.. ) g

Wednesday 9 oclock, all my friends im Melbourne,were invited to: my brothers Bome, [
for the last dipner in Melbourne, with me. Being all’ together, ti¥l the last moment
of leave taking, I took my baggage to go over the ocean. Here we had jby and , i
suffering, and in those moments, our hearts were beating faster, we remembered aqur >

past, since we found ourselves here, and had together our joy, and we remembered’ E
our friends, whom we had lieft on: the otlier side of the ocean, and so, on
1]
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' Wednesday at 2 pm, I left my brothers hLome, and with 2 cars we drove to the‘\;oa‘t.

When we came to Port Melbourne, we met a hig crowd, at the boat ™ ORMORDE".
Everybody looked for somebody, or they looked, as if they were waiting for soﬁeboiy.
Some looked as if they were confused, tliey didn't know where tliey were. You look
for your cabin,. and cant find it, the steward, after asking, will take yon to your

.cabin. You see some of them ,cirale around, searching for luggage, and wlen the

steward assures them, that their luggage is sa.f_e,. they wouldm't believe h:inrr and they
start to carry (Shlep ) their luggege from the locker room to tlieir cabim.

Looking at the passengers and their friends, at tlie boat, yoau can observe all kimds

of tragedies, yam see some é.—.rying, whien: they take Ieawe of their friends, at the

same time, you'IL see somebody else who, stands near you, hughing, and the third,

makes himself plainly silly ( Mishuga ). You can immediatly recognize, the paasenger,

because, he is differently dressed..

The men of the Toat,. with hat that lins a Buttom in. the front, his Jacket with metal

buttons, that you never noticed before,and could make a mistake, and think 1t§ the

Captain. ( yaclkting jacket ). Those people, that were well dressed, in Beautiful
loths, and so gay ( Frayleck), with such a Lappy expression, by the time, they ga

.down to the calbin, you will see them shortly laying down with seasickness,

The bottom of the boat, are the 3ird class, were tlie cabins are low, and nearest to
the water, there you will find,small groups of people standing together, "'t‘frpmi:?aj:a,
Mama, to a newborm baby, and teenagers, of all nationalities, there ydﬁ can "‘fi‘nrd, ,
people of low econumic cormditions.They are travelling, to some other land, and here
they imagine that aver there it will be gaod for them.Yow can see here,. ang ac:tive
young mam, wha talcen Ieave of kis wife. At hame lie was & little bit happy,. amd here, ;
he is leaving liis wife,; and carries Lis parcsl,. to: the o:then corner of the ‘warld ,
where Le goes to search for happiness. He wants to: find sucit a place under the sum,
where . e will: reaeiye faor lis work, sa much payment, that it will bte sufficient,
or him to Iive om. If his Iuck will shine, them hie wife, will come to-a mew home,.
‘“ha.t he would have prepared‘ for hLer. Here you -°see hov, an elderly l[other, takess
1eave, maybe for the last time, of her son, ‘or daughter, as if thex were a11 her
children, and there is another class of wanders, who are innocent young men, duped
into soldiers,that we long ago, could do without. these soldiers, with rifles, on
their shoulders, go to another corner of the ;vorld, where they are braimra.alied, to
go to-kill, or be killed, andthat is what we call justice. Here we can also see,
how the poor class, and the reasonable, are taking leave, of all that they love,
and what is dear to them, on this side of the ocean, and sometimes, the leave is
for ever.. . ‘
When the 'baggage was completely taken in, you cam hsar, the sound of the bell, and
that means, that the last goodbye to passenger and friends, and friends must leaws
the boat. The sailors start to pull the cords, and whem the last cord is on the deck,
and the others stand still on the pier, near the boat, still saying goodbye to their
friends on the boat, with old jokes, some have their eyes full of teu:;-
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fine people, and there is no doubt for me, that they will be placed on the top,

36

The boat started to leave Port Melbourne, my brother, and my friends, alll ™

toge ther about 30 people, plus the women, were standing at the slore.
I was standing om deck, where I could see them all, amd pulling at the streamrs,
that were thrown from shore, long strips of paper, that they were throving frour

‘the shore, and they reached me at the other ond, and so my friends were following

the boat, until they reached the water, and here the papers tore away, and my ‘
friends remained on the other side. Ny brother cried lbudly, my othexr friends
had tears im their eyes, amd so we became separated, and I could see m’ friends nol
more. , - ‘

I went to my cabin, and started to make it homelly,. and prepared m,‘yself,i_ﬁo %
continue the long voyage.. i -
After -I2 hours of travelling, from llelboume, inr the middle of" the sea, far far
away from the crowd, the hustle (Tumili), and here on the water, it seemess that ’
people, uoite themselves more than on the land.. I went down to the 3rd «lass, s

o

to find my equals, and here you can quickly see the capitalist might, eve‘g withont
glasses. On this boat " Ormamde"™, om which I was travelling, together with ]
I21I0 other passengers. The boat was 62I ft, long . The crew of sailors counted
409, they occupied I4I ft, of one part of the boat. The First class of
passengers, or shortly said, " The Users™ class, which we can say, that withaut i
except;l.on, that they are the people, that swallow tho muscle strength, and . _

from above, their blowing steam ( a.irs of the rich), and those 841 passengers, g
occupied the maim part of the boat, and this was 360 ft, long oo
On the 2nd deck, were the secbnd class, passengers, II aouls, at’ the very point‘ é
of the boat, which was always, unrestful being omy I20 ft, long,e were packed%.ﬁ?‘;
together body to body,and under these conditions, o the boat, found themselvesg ‘l;
I0I6 passengers of the Third class, and that was the class of boat, that riq}cog . E
its life, and builds the boat, but the First class, is the one, that has all : .

: '3
the best in 1life, they can ask for anything they want.. :
Here I met the Russian working class, who after a long exile (Galuth), im f-

Australia or New Zealiand, in the wines or sugar plantations, vﬂ_io didn‘t have any

righfs, under the previous regime, even the right to go home, now they carry
their parcels, to the Free Bolshevik Goverment. Some of them that I knew, were y

under the Bolshevik Goverment, but, I was astonished to met such young people

as Yavan Yavanovish. Do they know that, in reality, a person who doesn't knoi;
what he is talking about, he thinks , he is a worker, and makes the world happy.
After a while with him, I'm convinced that, - if he only had the opportumity,

to make pogroms, or to reach the status of a capitalist, he would quickly do sc-

J. L. KOMESAROOX
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§th August, 1G21.

To the SecretsfY,
Home and Territories Department

paar Sir,

¥e huve received our firat letter for a periodé of 3% yeers |

reats und sisters w=ho live at Aleksandrovsk Ekat. Gov. |

Their tale is of terrible sufferings. Tbey have been . -
tions have lost ..

‘through. the pogroms and confisce
Juding their clothes, aotuallyfoff;

They still have their - E

from our pa

Ukralne.

wealthy merchants but

.everything that could be removed inc

their backs and left destitute .and starving.

house propertles worth mnny thousunds of pounds but are debarred rom .
' ing of them or collecting renis. e

q} using, dispos
i pelp them to leave Ukraine an
: In view oOf tphis we pray you-to gran

allow them to 1

They now ask us to
#e propose to do sofaih

them out and N -
for them as_ w¥we can

(
; our expense and also undersa
well afford to do it.

. ) Ye are here two brothers, have been in this country for uboutg
43' "1y years and are naturalised for 12 years. “e are in a good financial
#3. 7 position. se conduat & Stationery Shop in Collins Strret and &

Py it  Chemist Shop in N pon Street, Yootscray, own many house, shop and
IEM © . " land pro <n the subburbs and have {avested in the war Loan and &

ificates nearly £100C0C.
gather and his family are of-what th
pleased to name - the

— e Authorities at present
- {n Power in Russia are “Boourgeois® class. - -All
“:nis children have never becniconnected,with‘“pblitiéalﬁ,matters, and
“ not being communists:they ure therefprg,beraeCuted,andistgrved."‘_jtg
o o e request the permit to be issued for Father - Abram aged 72
§*: . < Kother - Sarah 53. ;Siaterq,,ngrah;32@and Clare 22 alsoaﬁrothers'-,;ﬁ
i .. Baruch 3¢ and Jacodb 2B these "Tuofmarried<813teruarrFrieC:
g—chtid?an,jﬁieoinii

<y

" are singles
_her husband’Samue}~faznanaxy-undftﬂéi=:Liz:yvun
- r .Xasanick and their young child.
[; : we realice that their plight 1is beyond imagination and are; -

ng their case as quite urgent and while assuring’ ¢

therefore.preienti .
yon,or’gur good faith ve hope you will grant us our petition.

" o35
Rachel 31 her. husband Be

dyryerr

'YéﬁiEQfatthfully,ufgg
A OE

MY [e—— i

[Gaaainin ]

e
son
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Sirs, B Lol -
;._..,:J..a.m horoby aataohing &-copy of thn.p-rmit.ior ti};c
to Australiq. o : < e

e .

.Tou wcro mroqu a‘bout-my caso from tho, Por-ighn Oriic-,

I Ldndoxi n_on Nov. 30..21; 'but J.take the :

liberty to pPlead dirigt ta--,;;h_ :
E\,. .on bchalr or  my p.opl._ . : ctLn

. ) ; .
-—— .
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Thcy are in the ra.mino-'arcn and it is only s qucation o t .;
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I- was cnceuragcd'to write to you by the X o m s 8 & r*o o k\
. .

of You in very higli'-fﬁx_in

“t3em 00, l-.sov. "‘r - el g e

- - ¢ - :- e ’\=.¢~u*-‘~h~:

L X %,Q.Q&Ld B U.B,ank 3uarantu qitk tho J_L_u_a tralia Houg. who m T
. -_-. M-A.e " .
'.turn A_gura.qtud to Por.'gx Orﬁico*all ox,ponaas -in my canc e

T bcg or you ,plcaec,don..t lobs- a day and spar- no oxp-nac. ...,
HOURS COUNT wmm om; Is-

Tig.R

oF. STARVATION RATIONB. L LE

B “._. _& 4’ .s-\-

.;',;.7.",- .1’.3-'&80 8cn¢ a sp-cia.‘l mas

8l ms Wq.ngcr with Anko ts "and any ohcr, onnj»
ﬁ..v: .-4., . .:' -. . T, .’..7 ;‘. . ) o .',‘f .
:.':;_, ST e -...._..T'::,__ ”:':. . -.. N T . \.“‘... . .-.:“.‘:.:’ ; .‘.. -

:'~1 am 'nry likclf -ncrouching on ymm tima__“ ,ggith th:ls 1ett-r
ccltsarily

_ thoir way by now .but pray

veTite

&’ )
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. . H .. Sm oD
o ” 0'- : -~ - e
- ,-..,.- 5~Q:“\1

,,,_,Jch ...original"“c'f“tlf‘_'“ﬂ"o ey jaadditIOnd ponnit = whiok 15780

'th- *091.))';.,0-:( th. pcmit, 1 hand.d”«in to. th.‘
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Nap e Sataclipatio ..I rcmain yours
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