Destruction of Jewish Tradition under the Soviet administration.

Comments compiled by Chaim Freedman, June 2010.
"Nayzlatopoler rayon [region]" by G. Sandler, published by Emes, Moscow 1935.

http://kehilalinks.jewishgen.org/Colonies_of_Ukraine/NayzlatopolerRayon1935a.pdf
Selected translations:

p.23. The population in the region consists of three basic groups: 1) old colonists; 2) Jewish migrants; 3) Ukrainian migrants, part of the population of the liquidated old colony Proletarskaya [previously Grafskoy] in the settled villages and some in other colonies.


p.28
In order to make clear the changes in the make-up of the population, we will compare the statistical information that we have for the past 10 years, from 1924 until 1934. (We are making this comparison only regarding 8 colonies.) Regarding the remaining three colonies (Zelonopol, Nadezhnaya, and Sladkovodnaya, which until organizing [the Jewish national] region [of Nay-Zlatopol] were part of Mariupol district) there is no separate statistical information on them.  There are figures about the general population in the seven colonies, including those three colonies which are not included in entity of Nay-Zlatopol region and including the liquidated colony Proletarsky. 

p.41
At the beginning of the 1920s, right after the civil war, the old colonies began to intensively repair their houses. During the civil war, when bands like Makhno and other drunken bands stormed the area, many of the colonists abandoned the colonies and left for the cities. Upon returning to the colonies, they found a large number of their houses to be ruined and destroyed. A few colonies were practically completely turned into ruins. Migrants who came to the colonies in 1924 and received credits for rebuilding, rebuilt the abandoned houses. Also those colonists who did not leave the colonies also began to rebuild their homes.


pages 99 -  101.
Until 1928-1929, there were no pigs in the colonies. The colonists
were satisfied until then with two cows each.

Pig farming was started  in Zelennopole and Sladkovodne, where it met with great success. Afterward it  spread "dynamically" through out the other old colonies, where it was  particularly success in Zelyonnopole, Sladkovodne, and Mezhiretsh.

 At  first they used white Yorkshire pigs.

The raising of  pigs created a significant source of income and helped to stabilize the  financial situation of the families involved in collective farming (kolvirt).
Pig meat and pig fat became necessary products used on a day-to-day basis in
the Jewish colonies. The economical practice of being around pigs was quickly
acquired.

Comment by the translator:

" Here you see the destruction of Jewish life by the Yevsektzia before you very eyes! The entire book is a nice work of propaganda to show that the Soviet Union had created a Jewish region in the Ukraine and the statistics are an attempt to show how much the region had progressed over a ten year period since the Russian civil war and particularly during 1924-1934. Unfortunately, it was all simply a ruse to destroy any vestiges of Judaism there".
Yevsektzia

http://www.americanthinker.com/2004/10/jewish_antisemitism.html
Jewish anti-Semitism By Rachel Neuwirth
The Yevsektsiya 

We find a historical summary of this organization with the following excerpts: 

Yevsektsiya or Yevsektsia Derogatorily, a Yevsektsiya member was called a Yevsek. Yevseki was the Jewish fraction of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, created in 1919 to challenge and eventually destroy the rival General Jewish Labor Union and Zionist parties, suppress Judaism and Bourgeois nationalism and build up a Proletarian Jewish culture, as well as to impose the ideas of Dictatorship of the proletariat onto the Jewish worker class. Another important aim of the Yevsektsiya was to mobilize the Jewish Diaspora in favor of the Soviet regime. For most of its existence, the Yevsektsiya was headed by Semyon Dimanstein.
Persons of Jewish origin were over—represented in the Russian revolutionary leadership. However, most of them were hostile to traditional Jewish culture and Jewish political parties, and were eager to prove their loyalty to the Communist Party's Atheism and Proletarian internationalism, and committed to stamp out any sign of Jewish cultural particularism.
In 1919, Zionist parties' headquarters in Moscow and Petrograd were taken over, their membership arrested and their newspapers shut down. In April 1920, the All—Russian Zionist Congress was broken up by the Yevsektsiya activists and the Cheka. Seventy—five delegates were arrested on the spot, thousands of members were sent to prison for counter—revolutionary... collusion in the interests of the Anglo—French bourgeoisie... to restore the Palestine state [i.e. the future Jewish homeland as envisioned after WWI and ratified by the League of Nations]
Lenin wrote in his Critical Remarks on the National Question (1913): "Whoever directly or indirectly puts forward the slogan of a Jewish 'national culture' is (whatever his good intentions may be) an enemy of the proletariat, a supporter of the old and of the caste position of the Jews, an accomplice of the Rabbi and the bourgeosie". The Bolshevik considered Hebrew language a "reactionary language" since it was associated with both Judaism and Zionism, and was officially banned by the Narkompros (Commissariat of Education) in 1919. Hebrew books were seized from the libraries. Famous Habima Theater had to obtain an official permission to exist from Lenin, but later was branded a "zionist nest" and ceased to exist in 1926". At the same time, an effort to encourage "Soviet proletarian culture" in Yiddish language" was made, as a countermeasure against traditional Jewish "bourgeois" or "Shtetl" culture.'

The Yevsektsia was disbanded in 1929, after the creation of the Jewish Autonomous Soviet Socialist Oblast. Many of its members perished in the Great Purge.
Sources:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yevsektsiya
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Jews_in_Russia_and_Soviet_Union#Soviet_Union_before_World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Komzet
"With Fury poured out: the power of the powerless during the Holocaust" Bernard Maza. Google text.

Birobidzan: Stalin's Forgotten Zion
http://www.swarthmore.edu/Home/News/biro/index2.html
Joseph Stalin, 1913:

"A nation is a historically constituted, stable community of people, formed on the basis of a common language, territory, economic life, and psychological make-up manifested in a common culture." 

Among the Jews there is no large and stable stratum connected with the land, which would naturally rivet the nation together." 

A poster asserts that the kheder, the one-room Jewish primary school, produces a slavish attitude and leads to shopkeeping, the prayerhouse, and enmity among peoples. 

In contrast, the Soviet school prepares healthy people, capable of building the socialist order in which agricultural labor, factory work, and brotherhood among peoples are primary objectives.

Yiddish was used by the Soviet Government to foster the region's specifically Jewish nature. Hebrew, as the religious language of the Jews, was rejected.

Yiddish was intended to serve as the bedrock of a non-religious, Soviet Jewish culture and community. The Kremlin believed that the use of Yiddish as the national secular language of the Jews would make the Jewish Autonomous Region the new center of Soviet Jewish life
Atheism was a major component of the Kremlin's official policy. In an effort to combat religious practices among Jews, the leadership of the Jewish Autonomous Region held a series of lectures designed to undercut the appeal of Jewish Religion. 

This notice from the 1930s was posted throughout the region and listed a series of lectures and other events that were held in factories and workers' clubs at Passover time. The lectures covered such topics as the incompatibility of socialism and religion. The programs also targeted women, who were seen as the bulwark of religious belief and practices in the Jewish family.
the effort to create a new Jewish identity devoid of religious heritage and traditions proved to be a difficult task. By the end of the 1930s, the settlement of Jews in the region came to a standstill. Most non-Soviet observers concluded that the experiment in building a Soviet Zion had failed.

The Jewish Farmers in Belarus During the 1920s

by Dr. Leonid Smilovitsky,
Diaspora Research Institute of Tel Aviv University
http://www.jewishgen.org/Belarus/newsletter/jewish_farmers.htm
While conducting the policy of Jewish land tenure in Belarus, Bolshevism demanded that the Jews change their national traditions, religion and give up the Yiddish language. It forced upon them a totally nihilistic attitude toward a Jewish future. The documents of the Ninth Belarus Communist Party Congress (December, 1925) stressed the following: "It is necessary to break categorically with old Jewish traditions and their settled communities. To leave that petit bourgeois swamp quickly and to immerse themselves in agriculture, work in a trade and become useful to society and the state".26
The Yevsektsiya actively supported the violent propaganda campaign against the Jewish religion, way of life and national solidarity in Belarus. In the 1920s, the Zionist movement still retained influence and popularity, though it was exposed to repressive measures and systematic arrests of its members. Thus we can read in one of the Belarus Communist Party reports of that time: "The Zionist movement is only organised anti-Communist movement in the Republic. Zionism has became a threatening factor in the last years. The circulation of its illegal literature is evident. Zionism strongly opposes the Jewish collective farms and cooperatives. The base of Zionism in Belarus is youth, children of well-to-do families, handicraftsmen and, sometimes, workers". Yevsektsiya officially recommended to that local Party, State and Soviet activists struggle against Zionist "intrigues" which were attempting to further land tenure, create new Jewish cooperatives and collective farms, relax tax policy and conduct cultural and educational work, deliver lectures about about the damage caused by Zionist activists. At the same time the Soviet staff were urged to consider the needs of the Jewish settlement.

26 Kommunisticheskaya partia Belorussii v rezolutsiyah i resheniayh s'ezdov i plenumov ZK (The Communist Party of Belarussia in the resolutions and decisions of the congresses and plenary sessions of the Central Committee), Minsk. 1983, vol. 1, p. 294. 

Krasnoselka synagogue closure:

"The Jewish Population of the Southern Ukraine: Research and Documents"
Zaparozhye regional Center of study the problems of Jewish History and culture of the South of Uktaine. Documents from Archives of Ukrainian Security Service and State Archive of Zaporozhe. (Provided by Michoel Ronn, USA.)

Document #19 reports the ceremony held at the closing of the Krasnoselka synagogue in 1930. The total population of Krasnoselka was 380 of which 180 were adults. 160 attended the ceremony of whom 150 Jews voted for the closure of the synagogue.

Document #16 is an extract of the minutes of a sitting of the Jewish Bureau of the regional committee about antireligious work among the Jewish population.
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