Biographical note. (Joseph Komissarouk)
The following is translation of the article about L.M. Binshtok (L. Uleynikov)

from Jewish Enciclopedia, published before World War I by the Brokhause and Efron publishing company.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Binshtok Lev Moiseyevich

Publicist; born in 1836 in the town Lukachy of Volynskaya guberniya (province), died in 1894 in Jaffa. 

He studied in heder, parochial school, and gymnasium. In 1858 he graduated from rabbinical school of Zhitomir. 

He served as a rabbi through the years 1859 – 1862. In 1867 he was appointed assistant editor of The News of Volynskaya Guberniya periodical; at the same time he was appointed to the office of the “Learned Jew
” in the administration of the Governor General of Kiev, and seconded to the Governor of Volynskaya guberniya. In 1892 he went to Palestine to serve as the representative of Jewish Farmers of Palestine Aid Society of Odessa. 

He collaborated in the Dawn (“Rassvet”) periodical and in Zion (“Sion”) that succeeded it. He propagated necessity of Russian education. He also wrote articles on various problems of Jewish life in The Moscow News (“Moskovskiye Vedomosti”), Russian Courier (“Russkiy Vestnik”, The Problem of Jewish Schools, 1886, issues 11, 12), The News of Volynskaya Guberniya (The Jews of Volynskaya Guberniya, From Not Distant Past). In 1868 he published Russian translation of the novel Fathers and Children by Abramovich. He continued to publish articles in various Russian and Jewish-Russian periodicals; among others he published two open letters to Aksakov (Dawn, 1882, 4; Russian Courier, 1883, 251).

He published under pen name L. Uleynikov research The Jewish Agricultural Colonies of Ekaterinoslavskaya Guberniya In 1890, in which he presented the extensive inventory of every household in the colonies. With this work he, to a certain degree, disproved common opinion that the Jewish farming is not viable.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Published by the same Brokhause and Efron company before WWI Encyclopedia-Dictionary adds no more details. It mentions work about the Jewish agricultural colonies, and has to say about it, “In this work he, using statistical data, was proving that the Jewish farming actually exists, despite what some journalist say.” 

It states that Binshtok served as “administrative rabbi”. This was elected office in Jewish communities, subject to confirmation by the guberniya’s administration. This officer was supposed to serve as a link between Jewish community and the government. Among other duties, he was entrusted with keeping records of birth, death, and marriage, and with administering oath to the Jewish army recruits. 

� Official position; something like Jewish Affairs Advisor. 








