
1 • , ' , • • 

n 
sj 

'/y". 

\/t ,.:•• 

|an to' V - / / 
B€ffiEgKSAH J .D.C. REPORT, OCT. 1919 - JULY 1920 M 

.« othei 
s 
sir p^r^ °t Ratno and Vioinity Atrocities of the ^alaehovtzi " 

The, ©coooniic condition of Ratno was not very good even before the war-

$he tow© and its vicinity lies in a damp, swampy place. It is isolated from the 

rest of the world, as no railway passes anywhere near it. The only wa$ of com

municating with the town is through the highway that leads to the nearest cities 

Kovel and Brest-Li tovskj - 50 versts to the former and 75 to the latter. For 

those cities all goods would be brought on wagons. Of-course such transportation 

of goods offered but very snail profit. The majority of the inhabitants of this 

city were and are now storekeepers and artisans, whose condition was not very 

good, their number having been much greater than what was needed. There was also 

a small percentage of merchants and 'help™ of lumber grain and cloth merchants. 

Still the inhabitants lived on in peace, content with what one had. 

Y"ith the outbreak of war, however, the situation "t once changed to the 

worse, and a new period of Jewish life in Ratno began, a period of destroying Jew

ish property, burning Jewish houses and shedding pure and innocent Jewish blood. 

In 1915, when the Russian army retreated, the entire town was burned by the Cossack 

only few houses remaining. The majority of the Jewish population was scattered 

over the surrounding villages and towss, because of a shortage of dwellings and 

food. In the villages they found some grain in the barns of the peasants who were 

evacuated to Russia. Some of this grain they would bring to the city for sale, 

and the city was thus provided with bread. But this supply of grain was soon ex

hausted, as the Gernans began to requisition all grain. Trying was stopped, and 

no more bread was brought to town. The population of the city had to live on 

what grain the peasants would occasionally bring to town, to exchange it for sal', 

and only very few could benefit by it. Only in 19J.8 had conditions in the town 

slightly improved. Trg? ing became more free, rnd little by little the town 
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began to come to itself, till .America was again discovered, and our brethren from 

the other side of the Atlantic threw in «11 their energy and did everything in 

their power to assist the thousands of suffering Jews. Many Jews, for ??hom it 

seemed, the last spark of home was already extinguished, experienced what amounted 

to resurrection, when they suddenly reoeived support of someone in Amerioa. Such 

a man employed the money received in trading and soon found him an occupation. 

This good time however, did not last long. A dank cloud, bringing • ith it 

thunder and lightning and heavy rains, soon covered our sky. And a bbod stained 

swordappsared in our region, and wherever it passed, it left eft-r it large streams 

of innocent blood of people who were taken to their slaughter like lambs. This 

sword also passed through Ratno, where it shed the bio-d of scores of martyrs 

murdered by the wild TBalachovtzi" both at the retreat of the Polish army and at the 

reoccupation of the tswa. 

Ratno after the retreat of the Polish army 

On Wednesday, the 20th day of AC in the year 5680, the Polish army retreated. 

For two days t&e town was without military or administrative authorities, and every

one sat quietly in his ovn house. Suddenly a few horsemen of the *Ba lachovtsl" 

appeared and began to catch people and put them in a line on foe road leading to 

the highway. Out of one house they dragged several people, including women and 

children* Thereupon came a large wailing whicl- caused the majority of the inhab

itants to hide. About 50 persons were thus put in the line. At first they were 

searched thoroughly, and everything found upon them was taken away. Then they were 

led to the highway, where more horsemen, including an officer, awaited them. Upon 

our inquire, what waswwanted of us, the officer replied, that we were to gather 

some hay, get a few wagons for a military division which was to pass here in a few 

hours, and also supply the necessary food. But we saw that his words were a mere 

pretense, for there wern only Jews in the line, and Christians were allowed to 

pass by unharmed, and among those in the line there were an old man of 85 years ^ 
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and the 80 year old Jacob Lieb Kemper. A soldier beat Kemper while searching him, 

and when he raised his voice, he was shot. They also wounded a woman with a child 

in her arms. We also heard soon of great cobberies going on in town, and that 

they are taking away everything they find» Then we knew well into whose hands we 

had fallen* 

Weeping quietly and offering our last prayers we went and found vagons as 

well as necessary food and tobacco. But in spite of this they took us all 2 versts 

beyond the town, just in front of the Jewish cemetery and put 4s in tows, while 

horsemen with rifles in their arms, were all around us* How the officer told us, 

that he wanted 150,000 Mk* of us in the course of half an hour or else we knew what 

would happen to us. Knowing however, that the time given us would be too short, 

for the way alone there and back would take more, he added another 15 minutes and 

thereupon we sent 4 men from our midst, who at once appealed to the remaining in 

to-n for help, and everyone rich or poor, brought out whatever money he possessed. 

But on the way horsemen would fall upon the men and rob the money away for themselves. 

And again our men h«d to collect of the poor town the sum of 150,000 Mk., for the 

lives of 50 persons were at stake* 

And there we stood near the cemetary and] waited for the money. An hour 

passed and two. The horsemen had already prepared to do away with us, when the 

men arrived with the demanded sum* The offioer then told us that we were free. 

We ran back to the town. Our fathers and mothers cried meeting us there. 

We buried our martyr, our beloved Jacob Lieb Kemper. This time our town was saved 

from death* 

When Ratno was reoocupied by the Poles 

On Sunday, the eve of Rosh Hashona 5681, after smdl encounters took place 

during the previous night between both contending armies, peace reigned in the 

town, and toward eveting the people prepared to go to the synagogue, for the assur

ance vas given us by the Polish army force, that passed the highway on automobiles, 
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that no fear on our part need be entertained for the coming military detaohment 

of the 'Balaohovtsi", 

Suddenly however, a few horsemen entered the town and inquired for a physi

cian, and whether any military force was quartered in the place* We told them 

that there were no military in the place, and they went away. But a few minutes 

later we heard rifle shots* First they came to the Shoohat of the town, Abraham 

Eogan, at whose house ten persons ( a Minion)1 were assembled for prayer. Of the 

few old men there they took everything away and let them go. Then they turned to 

the host.Ee was well dressed in has holiday clothes, and they took him for the 

Rabbi. They led him out of the house into the garden and shot him with a revolver. 

Then they vent to the market place* There stood in front of his house the 22 year 

old only son of a widow, Jacob Chmeler, and they shot him while he was trying to 

hand them over all his money contained in a purse. Then shouts and screaming were 

heard on all sides. Everybody ran into side streets, to barns end garrets. Many 

ran, not knowing themselves whither, shouting that they were killing Jews. The 

running were pursued but owing to the oncoming darkness, many succeeded in hiding 

out of town in the woods sm* fields. A contribution of 200,000 mk* was imposed 

upon the city, but only half of it was given, as they did not know where to find 

the man of whom the money might be collected.. The houses which the inhabitants 

left in their flight, were pillahed. One Jewish house and a barn were burned. On 

the following morning ths detachment was off, but 4 horsemen remained in the house 

of David Aaron Spiro, under the pretense that they had to shoe their horses. They 

entered the house, and putting 3 men in a row, and threatening with their firearms 

they demanded money and a gold watch to be handed them, within 10 minutes. Every

thing was given them, but there w^s no gold watch in the house. The bandies drew 

their revolvers and asked with whom to begin the execution. But here a miracle 

happened, for a young man came in and declared that he had a gold watch. Then tfee 

bandits loft, leaving terror find much damage in many other houses. Thus passed 
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two weeks in terror. All houses were abandoned, the people sleeping in the fields 

for fear of the military detachments that were continually passing through the 

town and robbing whatever had remained and imposing large contributions. For a 

long time after these events in Ratno the inhabitants could not reoover from that 

indescribable terror, into whioh the murderers had thrown them. Hews was constant

ly coming from the surrounding villages, where great massacred accurred. Th«?re 

even money was of no use, for they would first take the money and then kill. 

The Mas8acrea in the Vicinity Vidranets ( 4 persons killed) 

When the Army retreated 

Yidranetz lies 6 versts from Ratno. 1) Chaim Leib Frumack, 50 years old 

was a poor Jew, whose entire family consisted only of one girl. The 'Balaohovtsi'1 

caught him in this village and took him to their elder, who demanded a contribu

tion of 20,000 roubles of him. As he had no money they beat him brutally, until 

all his clothes were permeated with his blood, and then shot him. 

2) Shleme Fuchs, 35 years was also a poor fellow. According to the story 

of the Christian teacher of the village, the 'Balsohovtzin demanded of him food 

for their entire company. He obtained the food for them, fhen they demanded 

20,000 roubles. As he did not have any money they took him out of the village 

and subjected him to the most terrible tortures; they tore out his gold teeth, then 

his eyes, cuts off his ears and put sand into his mouth, whioh choked him.. *% left 

a wife and two sma 1 children in a most critical condition. 

3) Esther Malke Fuohs, 70 years old, was the mother of Shlema Fuchs. They 

found her bewailing her son. They began to beat her, demanding money. The old 

women only had 10 roubles with her. She led them to a Jewish house where she hoped 

to get the money that would tiave her. But that man hid somewhere and could not be 

found. Twice they put a rope round hers neok, but the tie was loose and tore 

off. The thirs time she was hanged upon a tree, and then they cut off her head 

with a sword/ 
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4) Abraham Weintraub, 30 years old was a dealer in cattle. They first took 

away all the money from his wife and let her go.. Him they found a fo*' versts away 

with a peasant, trying to sell him a cow. They tortured him terribly. They tied 

him to a horse and chased him for several versts. They out his head and face with 

a sword, finally they shot him* 

Uhen the army returned there was one person killed, - Abraham Krendel, 20 

years old. According to the story of the peasants, he began to run when he saw the 

•Balaohovtzi"• They sent shots after him until he stood still in bewilderment. Then 

they took everything away from him including 1200 roubles and his boots. Then they 

fired three times at him, and each tima the rife fell out of the Boldier's hand. 

Finally he was killed by a revolver shot, and his skull was chopped bff by a sword. 

He left his two sisters, father and motherless orphans, poor and helpless, 

Lutohits, 5 verstB from Ratno, at the retreat of the Army, 1 Killed 

1) Joseph Sohmerler, 18 years old had already left vith the rest of his fam

ily for Brest-Lltovsk to go thence to Araerioa where he had a father but the war 

events detained them, and they returned to their town. The TBalachovtzi" found 

him in the company of several women and children. They drove them all together into 

the one house, beat them terribly and $ook everything away. Finally they took 

Joseph Sohmerler with them. He was subjected to all sorts of tortures. He was 

found hanging on a tree, his body cut to pieces. 

Luck, 8 versts from Ratno, at retreat of Army, 2 Killed 

On Wednesday, the 20th day of Al,5680 all the Jews here hairing wheerd what 

was going on in the vicinity, hid wherever they could. The "Balachovtzi" found 

however Shleme Fayeler, 82 years old, and Fishel Reisin, 65 years old. They began 

to beat them, tied their hands to saddleB of horses and ohased them several ̂ ersts, 

then they-demanded money, took everything away and shot them. The wife of Fishel, 

Zippa Reisin, was hanged, but tore off the rope. All property and cattle was robbed. 
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Postupld, 12 versts of Ratno, 2 killed 

Shmuel Bender, 32 years old and Lelb Schwab, 15 years old, were 2 Bhoemakors, 

who worked in the village for the peasants. The "Balaohovtzi " found them took 

everything away from them and then killed them with the sword. Thr skull of Shumel 

was all cut* 

Zamahln, 13 versts from Ratno, at return of army, 9 killed 

The victims were: Beril Tonies, 70 years old, his wife, Mints!, 70 years old, 

Jonah Braunstein, aged 50, his wife, Leah, aged 48, Hilda Skolnick, aged 30 years old 

Abraham Hirsch Marden,m36 years, Joseph Goldstein, 46 years, Hirsch Cutler, 46 years 

and Meyer (a Hebrew teacher of &rest) 70 years. 

According to the story of Hahum Cohen and Israel Cutler, eye-witnesses, they 

were all found on the recond day of Rosft- Hashona, while praying in a minion, thjsy 

were taken out and made tosurrender all they possessed, - money, gold, articles. 

Then the shotting began. Hahum Cohn was left alive only because the peas'nts inter

vened in his behalf, for he was their only blacksmith. Abraham Firsch Madder, a 

Ratno blacksmith, who came four days later on Friday, to take his dead sister and 

brother in law, Leah and Jonah Braunstein, to bury them at the tfewish cemetery in 

Ratno, was brought dead together with them. Joseph Goldtsfiein came to the village 

from Bbvel as a prayer-reciter, on the eve of Rosh-Hashonah. All the persons killed 

left families with small children. Their property wr>.s robbed away. 

Birka, 18 versts of Ratno, at return of army, 4 killed \ 

When the "Salaohovtzi" entered the village, they met Zisie Merin. They took 

away everything he had and then shot him* A few hours later another detachment 

came, and as they found Blka Merin, the wife of Zisie ^erin^ bewail her husband, 

they shot her knsband too. Ho more JewB were found. With the help of a peasant 

boy to whom a good reward was promised for Jews found, they also found the old 

Brooha Krem , 70 years old and her son Barueh Krem, 23 yearB old and they shot tham. 

They cut the belly of the old women* 
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Datin, 23 versts from Ratno, ate return of army, 5 prsons killed 

On the second day of Rosg-Hashona, the "Balachovtsi" entered the vil

lage and fotmd the following 6 men: Benjamin Lelvant, 28 years old, Mendel 

Steinberg, 35 years old, Jaoob Tucks, 82 years old, Don Larber, 60 years old 

and VelvelAbraBk, 80 years old. They took away everything they found on the 

5 men and then after many tortures, shot them. Their entire property was alBo 

taken away. 

Welimtcha, 20 versts from Ratno, at return of army, 2 killed 

Leah Brounstein, 18 years old the daughter of Chaim Braunstein, and 

Sosie Ping, 60 years old, were killed here. The entire Jewish property was robbt 

away* 

Slneva, 25 versts of Ratno, 2 killed 

Hirsch Sosnovsky, 54 years old was caught on Rosh Hashona, while read

ing the Talmud. They took away all his money then shot him in the street. 

Hoishe Plotzker, 80 years old was cut into 4 parts. All Jewish property was 

taken away. 

Vldrltch,l8 versts from Ratno, at return of army, 1 killed 

Sosie Glass, 20 years old, the daughter-in-law of the only Jewish in

habitant here, Hoishe Glass was shot* The property of the family was taken away 

and the rest destroyed* 

Zabrldie, 7 versts of Ratno, at return of army, 1 killed 

Barruch Plat, 42 years old, inhabitant of Zabridie, was found killed on 

the highway near.the village Butzen, 25 versts from Ratno. Entire Jewish 

property was either taken away or destroyed. 

Retohltza, 18 verts from Hatbo, at retreat of army 

At the retreat of the army Retchitza was entered by the 'Balachovtzin 
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With shouts of 'Where are the Jews" they ran to the house of Moishe Jacob Rosen

heim, took away everything they found in the house and then began to beat him, 
he 

and they beat him until ISmy. could not catch his breath. Thinking him dead, 

they took his two sons, beat them and then threw them in a near by lake. How

ever they turned out to be good wwimmere and they swam over the lake to the 

other bank and escaped/ The entire property of the ̂ ews in the village, horses, 

cattle and other articles, was taken away* 

Kirtoh, 18 versfts from Ratno, at return of army, 1 killed 

Joseph Schwartz, 65 years old was shot here. Entire property was taken 

away* 

Chotesov, 20 versts from Ratno, at return of army 

The entire Jewish peoperty was either taken away or destroyed. The 

people themselves could not be found despite the fact that for each Jew found 

and handed over the peasants were promised a sack of salt. 

Zdomishll, 7 versts from Ratno, at return of army, 3 killed 

Chaya Cohen, 65 years old, went from the village to the town for the 

holidjjs, accompanied by Gittel, Eliezer and Yenta Guttman. The 'Balachovtzi" 

fell upon them and wanted to shoot them. They gave away ever^thinp they had with 

them. Than the "Balaohovtzin left the women, but Eliezer Guttman they shot sev

eral times, end he fell severely wounded. The women thought him dead abd pro

ceeded on their way back to the village. But the wounded Eliezer soon rose 

and somehow followed* the women of the village. On the way they mot another 

company of "fealaohovtzi". They did not have anyMing to give them, so the 

,Ba^achovtzin shot dead Chaya lofaen. The wounded Eliezer Guttman was wounded 

once more and fell again* Still he lived on and succeeded in escaping. His 

mother Gittel escaped, fleeing to Ablata, whither the horsemen could not follow 

her/ Eliezer Guttman lay severely wounded hidden in a barn in Zdamashli. But 
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8 days later 4 men took him out together with his step-father Yitzxok Licht, 

63 years old* They were taken out of the village and killed after the most 

indescribable torture* Eliezer's brain was taken out, his heart cut out and 

one cheek chopped off. Yitzchok Licht was found with his eyes cut out and his 
neck 

Bwrnek shot through* Their clothing was taken away. Everything found in their 

house, as wellas in the other houses, were either taken away by the "BalaogovtziB 

or distributed to them by the local peasants. 

Yurevitah, 20 versts from Ratno, ate return of army. 7 killed. 

The victims here are: Pinchos Chineson, 16 years old, Baruoh Chineson 

28 years old, his wife Leah, aged 22, their 2 year old child, Deborah Appel, 

maid servant, 13 years old, Chana Chineson, 22 years old and Abraham Friedman, 

30 years old. All these persons were first beaten, robbed of everything they 

had, - money, articles, gold, solver, jewelry, gold teeth, and when they had 

no mor to give, they were taken outside and shot one after the other. The 

rest of the Jews fled to the woods. Having spent there 8 days tortured with 

fright and hunger, they finally came to Ratno. 

Dabetchna, 16 versts from Ratno, at retreat of army, 1 killed 

Zevio Fuchs, 19 years old, went to take back the house the 'Balachovtzi" 

had taken away from him* Although he was dressed as a peasant, he was killed 

and cut up into several pieces* The remaining Jews escaped death only because 

the ^Balachovtzi* had no timetto spare now. 

Dubetchna, at return of army, 17 killed, total killed - 18 

Something more horrible happendd"here than in other villages of the 

vicinity.. The village, which consisted of 15-16 Jewish families was totally 

devastated* Entire families were killed, including women and children, and 

after everything had been taken away from them* The following 17 persons were 

killed. Yahudo-Leib Rabbiner, 80 years old,Shmeril (a Kan&en refugee), 75 
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years old, Moishe Krasker, 65 years old, his wife Esther, 65 years old, their 

son Jacob, 25 years old, Esther Deborah Fuchs, 45 years old, her son Schmuel 

22 years old, Abraham Shumel Kuparman, 30 years old, his wife Ethel, 30 years 

old, Chaim Ber Reif, 42 years old, his son Wibusch, 18 years old, Jacon Fuchs 

45 years old,, Wolf Vidra, 35 years old, Abraham Guttman, 20 years old, I.'onish 

Bober, 30 years old, Hensch Cohn, 20 years oldg and Gershon Rutenberg, (a teecher 

come from Brest) 25 years old. 

According to a stony of Itzel Grabov (a near by village) who escaped 

death as by a miracle, all the Jews of Dubetcha and Rekita were found praying 

at his house on the first day of Rosh Hashona. One of the "Balachovtzi" came 

in* The Jews were frightened, but he told them he need not be afraid and went 

to call the others. They came to put sentinels at all doors and windows, ĥey 

thereupon took away everything they found on the Jews including clothing and 

shoes* Then under the threat of immediate aaUUm execution, the Jews were 

ordered to bring 2 million mark, ^he "Balachovtzi1* were meanwhile digging a 

ditch for the dead* Then every Jew took a soldier with him to his house and 

gave away everything he had, including horses and cattle. They were then brought 

to the place andput in a row. Whoever had much gold was free. Hut, those who 

had no gold tozoffer were shot one after another. One Hoishe Krasker, took a 

soldier with him, leaving his wife and son as hostage. The soldier took every

thing away far himself and reported to his elder that he had not received any

thing from the Jew. Despite the loud protests of the family, thay they gave 

away much gold, all the three were-shot. And there were many such cases. 

One Jonah Fuchs, a dealer in horses redeemed himself, giving away all 

his money. But on the following day he again fell into their hands. After 

unspeakable tortures he was shot. Those who survived came to Ratno 8 days 

later* They had been hiding all the time in woods, hungry, naked, barefoot 

and terrified, living on mushrooms they found in the forest* Nothing remained 

of all their property. 



Report of Kurtoha (District of Kuchatzkivali, region of Minsk) 

'Events at coming and leaving of "Balachovtzi" 

(Told by Ziskind Libtchlk, an eye witness) 

The village Kurtcha has 3 Jewish families. On their first visit to the 

village they found each family in its dwelling, as they arrived 3 o'clock at night. 

Like a storm they fell upon the family of Ziskind Libtchik and began their robber

ies. First they took away 2 cows and some calves. I began to beg them to return 

the cow, but their only reply was to beat me and I had to go back to the house. 

They then again entered my house and holding knives in their hands, they demanded 

money. They started to search around and took away whatever they found. Even 

children 8 underwear they took away, and the shoes and clothing of the children, 

and so they left us naked. Our Christian neighbors looked on and made fun of us. 

A few weeks later we again heard that the "Balaokovtzi" are everywhere in the 

regions killing Jews* Hot knowing precisely the day when they would come, we left 

our houses 2 weeks before they came and hid in the fields and woods. Our Christ

ian neighbors laughes at us saying: "Tou hide in vain for they will kill you just 

the same. Every man must die, so you will die a few years earlier. " On Sabbath 

of Repentance, the 'Balachovtzi came again and found me and my family hidden in 

a stall. They told us to get out. My wife and four children were told to go 

wherever they wished, and me they sentenced to be shot. Fortunately for me, they 

went to search another house and I seized the opportunity and escaped* I was thus 

running until midnight. Then after I had rested a while I thought of my family, 

with dawn I began to look around for them in the forest, and fortunately found 

them up to their neoks in a swamp and terror-stricken* Thus wo lay there for 

13 says* Then we returned to the village. We found our home ruined and the 

windows and ovens destroyed* The same thing happened with the family of Kbraham 

Leib Libstiok. T n e y ieft Kurtcha and ran losing one another on the way. The 

15 

V V5"", 
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'Balackovtzi" caught Abraham Leib, took away a l l the money he had and them 

made a noese to hong him* The noose they made out of the straps of his philaot-

er ies , This they tied around his neok and led him teJfthhBhe threat, that he had 

only one more minute to l ive* But just then something happened, a tumult was 

raised, abd the "Balachovtzi" had to f lee* A similar experience had a third family 

Eisenberg. After their home had been plundered and the family subjected to 

a l l kinds of terrible torturesm the 'Balachovtzi n. 

Village Spigatubtohina, region of Minsk 

The vi l lage has 15 Jewish famil ies . On their f i r s t v i s i t the "Balachov

tz i n found a l l the Jewish families in their houses, as they oame 4 o'clock at h 

night* They f i r s t entered the home of Haftoli Kuznietz and his son-in-law 

Daniel Steiner and feegan to pillage the house* With knives in their hands, 

they went around the house shouting: "We shall murder youl Give us money! " 

Haftoll's son-in-law was told to stand s t i l l and not to s t ir for they would soon 

k i l l him. But when they began to divide among them the gold and the money, 

Daniel Steiner escaped. When they found some money in another plaoe Haftoli 

Kuznietz did not want to surrender i t . They beat him, and to his wife they shout

ed, tjive us your husband, we must k i l l him! The woman cried b i t t er ly , shouting 

a l l the while she did not know where her husband was* They beat her too, took 

away everything and left* 

This was repeated with the other famil ies . Their homes were pillaged 

and the people beaten* The following families t^ere then in the v i l lage} Haftoli 

Kuznietz and his son-in-law Daniel Steiner, Meŷ r Polishuk and his eon-in-law 

Joseph Ronick, and a woman with 3 children. Gittel Polishuk with the children 

fled to± the woods on the eve of Yon Kippur and lay there t i l l Simchath Tora. 

Without bread or potatoes, only on weeds they lived a l l the time they were in 

the forest . When a ohild would begin to cry they would close i t s mouth with 
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a fist* On coming back to the village they found the houses destroyed, the 

windows broken, the chimneys and ovens in ruins and not even a shirt left them. 

Tillage Sutcha, township of Kutohatzkivolis. 

They first came into Chayim Sherman, robbed away everything they found 

in the house, th~ took him to the house 

e*1 of his son Peisach Sherman , and killed 

him there. In the house of his son they alsomtook away everything, but meanwhile 

Paisach Sherman disappeared* The "Balachovtzin beat the women and children 

terribly, demanding their father and husband. The woman told them that her hus

band was already killed, whioh they believed. Then they went to Chayim Sherman's 

other son, Benjamin Sherman, took everything away, then tied a rope around his 

neck and wanted to hang him. In the meantime an offioer arrived and addressed 

the men thust "Pools, why should you by hanging him allow him to die such an 

easy death. Rather subject him to all sorts of tortures*. The victim ̂ ept, kissed 

their feet, begging to be shot or hanged, but the soldiers did not want to listen 

his 
to xksix entreaties and replied: 'We should have long been through with you end 

you would have been in your grave, but we must carry out the officer's command. 

We must see that you be neither alive nor dead". And they turned out his arms 

and legs, tortured him more, took away a few more cows and leflt. The other Jew

ish families fled to the woods where they lay for 3 weeks. They were without 

bread but lived on beets. A similar fate befell all the Jews of the village: they 

weremall mercilessly tortured and stripped of their last sheet 

The Events in Great Lusha 

On Thtursday, September 16, the terrible pogrom began in our town and lasted 

for ten days* At 3 o'clock in the faternoon the first patrols of H±± the •Bala

chovtzi" appeared. They entered from all sides like a swarm of bees. They at 

once started to shoot and using the vilest language, shouted to the Jews not to 

make any attempt to escape. Many Jews who worked in the fields, fold to the woods 
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on hearing the shooting. Some of these were brought baok by horsemen. The 

first demand of the 'Balachovtzi" was money. They scattered all over the Jew

ish homes and took away whatever they pleased. Then fell the first victim, 

Israel Goldshall, 33 years old, under the accusation that he gave an insufficient 

sum of money* With him also fell Moishe Pasternaok, a lad of 14 years, without 

any cause. Then the "Balachovtzi" drove all men and women together into one 

house. The officer told them, that all Jews must give up all their money and 

valuables or else axxalagxtkmy they will be shot or burned. At the officer's 

command they •Balachovtzi" took each Jew to his house, to show where he had bur

ied his money or gold, spurring him on with blows of a sabre and whip over head 

and shoulders. Having obtained the money and valuable articles, the "Balaohovtelk" 

chased the Jews baok to their place of assembly. David Gittelis, 70 years old, 

was also lefl by a 'Balachovtzi" to his house, to show where he hid his money. 

But David Gittelis did not return to the assembly place. Then the *Balachovtzi" 

left they found him assembled hin his house, without arms, with his body out in 

many places and a bullet in his head. At the place of assembly some "Balachovtzi" 

out off with their bayonets the beards of the Jews, saying that without the 

beards they look much nicer. This lasted until 6 8'clook in the evening. Then • 

the officer declared that the women and some old men might go home, but that 

the rest would be shot, because he had not collected the amount he needed. 

All the Jews were then put in rows while the 'Balachovtzi" headed by the 

officers were all around them. St the command of the officers the unfortunates 

had to run as swiftly as the horses were galloping . Whoeewer did not have 

enough strength to run so swiftly was beaten by sabres and whips. Then fell 

under the whips the 70 year old Jacob Bear Cutler. Having arrived at the end 

of the village ,the Balachovtzi put all the men in^a row, and the offiver 

himself participated in the terrible massacres. The following were shot: 1) 

Alter Culter, the son of Jacob Bear, 19 years old, 2) Alter Shar, 58, 3§&eyer 
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Hirsch Goldshall, 74, father of Israel Goldshall, who had been Bhot before; 

4) Aaron Mazursky, 42 a Pinsk refugee; 5) Yitzchok Kushpet, 46; 6) Joseph Wax,30; 

7) Monie Ingber,26j 8) Yitchok Plat, 42j 9) Moishe Yitohok Abrahc, 21; 10)Mor-

decai Meyer Grfenberg, 25 (the officer himself stabbed him 3 times in the shoulder 

and then shot him); 11) a Jewish driver, a stranger here, who was carrying oats 

for the "Balachovtzi", Jezekiel Schneider and Joseph Abraoh were wounded, and at 

nibht they escaped and hid in the woods. After the massacre they left the place. 

On that day 15 men fell. 

On Friday September 17, the "Balachovtzi" oame again. The peasants told them 

of a rich Jew, Peisach Cutler, who hid in the woods. Guided by a peasant they went 

there, found Cutler and a few women end brought them all into the town. The 

"Balachovtzi" were shown where everything was buried, took everything away, gave the 

Jews a few blows with the sabres and left them. On the way they found the Jew, 

Michael Pen, 70 years old and shot him. 

On September 18 and 19 there were no "fcalachovitzi", nevertheless many 

Jews hid in the woods. On September 20, the Balachovtzi oame again, but the 

number of horsemen were greater. During that day only a few robberies occurred* 

Things became much worse on the 21st. On that day they killed the 17 year old garl 

Slave Eisenberg, a Pinsk refugee* The 'Balachovtzi" caught here and demanded money, 

bu she did not have any. They first picked out here eyes and then cut hern head 

with sabres and shot hens* The eighteenth victim was Leah Co|jen, 65 years old. The 

"Balachovtzi" compelled Abraham Yitzohok Hechman to dig a grave and ordered her* 

to go into it. The 'Balachovtzi" then cut her throat and shot her, Hechman had 

to cover hers grave with earth* The 19th victim was Heohman himself. The "Bal

achovtzi" took away everything he had, cut his head with sabres and Bhot him. 

On this day there was no one in the village, awen the women and children fled 

to the woods. 
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On Wednesday the 22nd, the "Balachovtzi" oaught the Jew Mordecai Puster-

ack, aged 50 who went among the tan peasants to look for food. After many 

tortures they shot horn. Mordecai's pusterack's son had been killed on Thursday 

16th* The 21st wdaiim was the woman Rachel Cutler, the wife of Jacob Bear 

Cutler, aged 68.So great was her grief over the death of her husabaod and son, 

.that she did not wish to go to the woods. Thebalachovtzi" then shot here^ On 

this day they alsomkilled the 2 slaughterers, Abe Fliet aged 70, the fattier of 

Yitchok Bleit, and his son's father-in-law, David. During the day they were 

not far away in the woods. Towards eveinigg at time of Heila - for that day was 

Yom Kippur - they went home to prey and alBO to get some food. The "Balachovtzi" 

found them in the house, dredded in white and praying. Knowing from the peasants 

that these men were slaughterers, they cut their throats with their own slaughter-

knives* 

On September 23 and 24th none of the Jews were in the town* On Friday 

evening the "Balachovtzi" caught a company of Jews in the woods and after many 

blows brought them into the town. They were dr3.ven into a barn and locked up. 

But God had mercy on them and they were freed.One of the Jews, Mordecai Leib 

Sober, died 3 days later from the blows.. On Saturday the 25th, gendarmes 

arrived* On Sundayaand Monday the remaining Hews began to retunn to the town. 

But they found nothing but chaos there. Everything waB pillaged by the peasants 

the ovens and wondowa were broken* Very sad was the condition of the remaining 

Jews, The oattle were requisitioned by the "Balachovtzi". We XZXBXXQX found 

out later that they were eaten by the Jews of Kovel (?). Pieces of Toras 

were seen lying in the streets. Such was the condition of the Jews in Lisha. 



The Pogrom-Events in Shepetovka, government of-Wohlynia 

!'r. Chayim Atlas, 27 years old, a teacher nov; in Warsaw has consented to' 

give the folloring description, of his tovm of Shepedovka, from the time of the 

pogroms to the present day. 

Up to the time of the resolution Jews and Christians were in the friend

liest relations. No hostility whatever had been manifested on the part of the 

Christian population toward the Jewish. The Christians were peasants, Ipborers, 

workers of the sugar factory, etc. The Jews were before the v/ar hatmakers, cop

persmiths anr also workers at the sugar factory. Some of them were artisans 

anr merchants. During the revolution the majority of them v or? sugar speculators 

and traders in oth r articles. 

Shepetovka is a railroad junction, and large military forces were con

stantly passing through it. Disorders here v;ere occurring even in the times 

of Czar Nicholas. In 1915 at the time of Eroussilov's offensive, many Jews 

left Sftpetovka for the other bank of the Dnieper, for fear of robberies. Sfter 

the German army left, excesses against Jews began. The tov/n'ras without auth

ority. Then the mor^ intelligent Jev.-s organized a Jswish self-defense with the, , 

Kehila. During that period a pogrom was made (mostly robb-ries)'by Fetlura's 

army. L'any Jews were then robbed. 

The passing military detachments -were robbing constantly. Honey could 

save life, and the Kehila was on the w< tch and always had prenar-d money anr cloi 

ing collected of the rich Jews. 

At the retreat of Petlura's army, 13 Jews were killed in the shooting 

that went on between the Bolsheviki and the Feylurovtzi", besides those killed 

on the roads until Hay 1919. 

In 1919 robberies were committed by the Red Bands. In the surrounding 

towns there also occurred robberies and pogroms. Before a pogrom or a robbery 



22 

i 

t he re ".:ould always be conducted an a g i t a t i o n among the masses . There would also 

be issued proclamations to the Jewish popu la t ion , con ta in ing the roproach tha t the 

Jews were conceal ing weapons e t c . The Jewish se l f -de fense would come out at each 

pogrom or robbery , organizes and armed, and more than one pogrom were thus s topped. 

"henever d i so rde r s would beg in , they would apply to the town a u t h o r i t i e s for h e l p . 

Only p a r t of the C h r i s t i a n s would respond warmly to the apne-als and he lp chase the 

b a n d i t s o u t . 

They a?*lied for protection to the Jewish Ministry, but the reply was that 

no help could be given after a pogrom. 

The pogroms v.ere mostly organized by Fptlura's army end former oarts of the 

i 

Rec Army, of "Tatar!:!" bancs, Red Bazunti detachments. The participantscof a 

pogrom were: peasants and s&diers. 'Yorkers and-intellectuals had no hand ir. them. 

An economic anii-semitism arose after the pogroms, and the relations between 

the Jewish and Christian population were very strained. The result of ihe pogroms 

and robberies was, that the town is now utterly ruined. At present the author of thii 

testimony cannot present any figures of the killed and "ounded. 

Up to this day 1500 Jews left- the town, and 20GC remained. How commerce is 

weak. The number of deaths tc->, is very great. There is an orphanage for 60 child

ren, maintained by-the J.D.C. 

Chayim Atlas. 

Protocol No. 4 

!.!r. Jehiel Katz, of* the village Kianka, district of Zhitomir, province of 

Wohlynia, a student of the 8th class of high school, has consented to tell of his 

experiences - during the pogrom in his native place. 

His father, Feretz Eatz, aged 53 was a rich man and o-ned 2 factories here 

clay for dishes was produced. 200 Christian workers were employed there, one they 

were in the best relations with their employer. Up to August £1,1919 nothing had 

happened here. They heard that pogroms were occurring in other towns in the vicin-



23 

ity. There was no way for them .to escape, ^he children, all students of gymnasium, ' 

were home as it was vacation time. 

On Sunday, the 8th day of Elul,5679, at 2 o'clock in the afternoon, 4 bandits 

on horses, wi-th red ribbons and rifles on their shoulders, passed by asking where 

the Jew Peretz Katz vras living. Someone showed them the place, and they came to the 

house. St the sight of the bandits the children began to run. For fear the bandits 

should notmoutrage her'-daughters, the mother told the girls to run away. One girl 

ran through the courtyard and the baddits sent bullets after her.She went into a 

pond and they were still firing, but they missed her. Seeing that they were firing 

at myssister I opened the window and began to shout: 'Comrade, that is my sister, 

she is coming with me into the house". Fhen I Yvent in I found my father, mother, 

ftlder brother and brother-in-law standing with the four bandits all around them, theii 

rifles ready for shooting. There was a bandit at every door. They told us to give 

them 59,000 roubles, under the threat of having us all shot. The sum was their 

estimated per capita contribution. 

Tie did not have that amount in cash. We offered them as much cash as we had • 

and the balance in goods and jewelry. And my father went with them to the garret, 

he found the amount of 39,000 Roubles in cash. After they had taken everything sway 

one said to me "Now stand by the wall as your end has come.'1 And they put us men to 

the wall. On seeinc this, mother ran to us and stood in front of us, begging them 

to shoot her instead. They shot her in the belly. She fell and her intestines 

soon dropped out on the floor. Then they gave another salvo and shot my father in 

his side. When I saw that he was shot I began to run away, ^hey wanted to'prevent 

it and I struggled with them, trying to pull the weapons away from them. As if by 

a miravle I succeeded in escaping through a door. They fired after me and the 

bullet went through the fingers of my hand. 1 hid in the grass. One of them 

looked formme but did not find me. Meanwhile they killed everyone in the house, 

my brother and my brother -in - law. They broke my brother s legs twive and then 
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killed him. After that they left. 

Afte" their departure an honest worker,, who wor!:"d with us for twenty odd 

ye?rs, saw me and told me I might enter the house, as the bandits '.-ere pone, '"hen 

I entered the house I saw my sister standinr: and tearing her hair and begging me 

not to enter. "No v.ing extraordinary, sh^ says, she doe only do^s not -ant to 

let me in. But I entered. I broke the door open. I saw my brother-in-law on the 

floor. I began to shout, Ch°yim,look at me. Su4" he l?y still, his face ovcrec 

with a white handkerchief. I do not 1_now who covered his f'ce. ne d.i'"' not reply. 

I went into the second room and saw v.y mother lying on the floor with her intes

tines out. She saw me and said: "Jehiel, give me some water" and she asked me 

where father and the other children vere. I told her I was going to see father 

and the other children and hurried into the kitchen to get some water for her. I 

ran into the bedroom and found father lying there, also with intestines out, and 

moaning. -n-e opened and then closed his e s . Not far from him,lay my brother, 

with legs broken, dead. There was a pool of blood between then. Agair father 

opened his eyes and said to me "Jehiel, what re you aoing h«>-re? :-un for you must 

live on for the sake of the other children. 1 "hall not live." T asked what had 

hap-r̂ ned. to him, ?.nc he told me " I had given them everything, ev-rn the gold watch 

an/ chain 'hey took off me, andthen they killrd. me. Pun, dohiel, do not remain 

here", he shouted with whatever strength he had remaining, "fou must, be a father 

for the remaining children". I vent into mother, she saw mo vr.^ r sked me about 

the other children. She bs~~ed me to dress her belly. I r?n UP to the r.srret. to 

get some clean towels "'hen I returned with, the towels I saw that Christian 

neighbors had.come in and -.ere robbing. I came near mother with the intention of 

dressing her wound, but a peasant stopve^ me saying, "it is a pity to use r.sw 

towels, she won't live just the same", and he tore the +owels out of my hand. I 

struggled with him but in vain, mother saw it, but sai^ nothing, onlp pressed 

her teefih together. The peasants advised me to run away, otherwise', I too might Is 
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killed. At thwi moment, my sister who lay hid on in tha wato>~, cam" in, •. r.c there 

was blood on her too. I asked h.~r whether she "too ""as wounded, but sho said she 

was not, she only went fo so-? father, ?n'J this was father s blood on her. ?• thcr 

?.sked that his legs be straightened sv.c that he be put or. t hw couoh if posrible. 

I asked fihe peasants to help mo put father on th'« couch, but no one wanted it 

cte it. ,J-h.ere was no Jew in the placo, for everyone fled to the woods. Just then 

an old Christian woman, an evangelist came in and I asked her assistance. She 

said "A Jew is also to be pitied" She, my sister and 7 -hen lifted, fat'rvr and 

placed hin on the couch. Then I went to mother, She was constantly asking for 

water. She asked about the r st of the children. I grve her and fa.*her some 

water. Then people rab in and told me that, th- b?:r:its were coming back (by this 

they wanted to frighten us, so that they could go on with their pillaring in 

our absence). I was unwilling to leave, I wanted to see "•'-.at would hapr-en to my 

parents. Si.-ter told ms to go, so that the test of the children mirht be saved. 

Sister and I then went out. A little later I rrtsv::.«'sd and saw •• peasant standing 

before my father, a jar of honey in his h-nd and saying '^iv* me the honey, you 

are dying, what do you ne-:-c1 it for?" I told him I --on:- :y~-' «"•;:. everything
 r'or 

the privilege to speak to my fath°r a little longer- Then my sir.t-ir knocked at 

the window and told me to come out at once, for the bsnditc were coming, "'hen I 

went out I saw them pulling off my brothcr-in-iaws hoots and coat. Tiere in 

front of the door, I saw my little brother ludick. T want ad to tak" hi::, in ' nd 

see father and mother '-ying. Pul h.-e ŝ id ho was told, M <:- intrstines or"1 father 

and mother were out, so he was afraid to come in. J-h.e elder sister ag?in tells us 

to go away. I say I want to be present, at my parents l-r-.st moments. She tears us 

away, we run and hide in the corn. 

Meanwhile a Christian teacher arises and sees us lying in the CCT.. F.e 

shouts: 'feo away, you are communists. All you^s wer? already slain. They mirht 

yet kill me too, on account of you". So -e ran away and came to ? German colons 
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not far from our village, '"hen e arrived there it was night. Our elder brother 

met us and asked us what we were doing her**. ~e told hir all. The Germans hid us 

in a'stall and J..O1(J u n } 0 i.:0Sp quiet, so that ha might keep us all night, but in 

the morning we must leave him. Ji'e did not sleep alt night thiking all the time of 

our parents. In the morning we decided to go beck and see what was doing in the 

house, "a'e were afraid to go ourselves, so -e ̂ sent a girl of 10 years, who was 

brought up in our house. She went and cane back at 2 o'clock in the afternoon. 

She told us that peasants verr. standing around the house and wouldn't let her in. 

Put through the window she saw grandpa and grandma lying and there was blood all 

around them. 

The Germans...gave us e?ch a -loss of milk anJ told us to go, lest they kill 

him too on account of us .Ve then d ecided to go to Zvihil. They told us that Zvih.il 

was burned, snd there was no place where we right go. But as we had no choice we 

bury 
went there. First, ho ever, v;e decided that before we go we : ust bring our parents 

at a Jewish cer.etary. we were told that all -ere buried, in one ditch near the 

stall. The small Jog did not want to leave then, so thay wanted *o bury it together 

with them. But one peasant protested: " a live being ::r:si not be buried, together 

with Jews." So they killed it and then buried it... 

i 

For seven cay s we were in the uer:r.an's stall, and he gave us food. '~e dh 

not want to leave. On the seventh dpy we wart-?d t" go home -sne bury our parents. 

The German proved to be an excellent man. He gave us a lon=- woggon, end a Jew of 

our acquaintance gave us 2 horses. *"ith that Jew than'- care a friend of ours,'"hose 

father had also been killsed. his name was ^eibel :-?tz. ""rare also came an uncle 

of nine. At 2 o'clock at night we all -ent to the village. *"e were 5 men. ~e 

came greatly to the stall, and no one noticed us. **"e dUg up the place where they 

lay an.d took them out. I fainted. iho others too1-" out the dead, "hey wer: naked. 

They wrapped them in a sheet. And very quietly -fce left the tillage. The ..onry for 

the burial we hid among the dead, so it should not be taken away from us on the way. 

http://Zvih.il
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Ky elder brother and my uncle then went to Fulsin, district of Zhitomir, not Par 

"ro::: our place, to a cemetary -that was there. I and the rest remained. I went 

back to the Germans, met my sister tl ere ?nd we talked all night of our misfortune.-

~e were afraid lest my brother and my uncle be killed too. On the next day they 

Come back. I'y brother told me that the funoralwas very nice, "hey were buried EXH 

along-side the other victims, "'other was buried separately. 

T7e decided to go to Zvih.il. The German gave <-.«ch one lis a piece of bread, 

and we went away very much afraid. Y.'e came to a river but we found the bridge 

burned, so that it was impossible to pass over- It was night. Tae wer° shown a place 

where a ferry •"ould. take us across the river. But whenwe came to the spot, we could 

not get the ferry, so we spent the night hear the ?iater. In the morning we crossed 

the water and came to Zvihil. Everything was turned. There was no one to be seen. 

The husand of my elder sister had also been killed.. ^e came to her bouse but she 

was not there. In the house we found out little sister sitting and crying. The 

Bolsheviki had burned Zvihil before their retreat. She -old me th?t the elder sistc 

went to Ixxrit-zev. "or father-in-law took her to his house. She knows nothing of 

our home and our troubles. 

The name s o-" the dead ?re: 

peretz "atz, 53; Beth. Sb.ebe hots, 52j Chaiyim Faiderrold, 25; Besalel F.afez, 

25; They left 6 orphsn. 3 houses anr Z factories were demolished. 2 families were 

ruined. I'y elser sister also died of aggravation. 

Kr- ^ehiel Katz wants to go to America. Ee has lived through many great mis

fortunes. After the P.eds had returned the family claimed their property. One of 

the bandists was then identified and imprisoned in Zhitonir. Fowever when the 

Poles retook the province the prisoners as released. Mr. Fats feared revenge 

so he came to the Polish frontier, and after much trouble crossed it without money. 

The children he left in Zvihil. The youngest brother is a soldier in the Fed 

'Army. A sister is employed in a drmg store in Zvihil. He is now alone. F" wants 

http://Zvih.il


to go to an uncle in America. Their entire property was abandoned. Ih.ey re not 

know what became of their houses and factories. People owe them much money, but 

the notes had also been robbed away. The debtors are Christians and pretend not 

to know anything. !'.r- Iv-atz is now in *~arsaw, alone and tortured by the recdllect-

tions of his sad experiences, he frecuently has nervous fits.. 

The above was submitted by ]'r. --atz in a state of the greatest irritation. 

During the story he once fainted. 

Signed — L.B. 

v«rarsaw, August 2,1921 

Protocol #9, July 26,1921 

i/.r- ^ertzel "eckler, 20 years old, a merchant of the town Luban, Pobruisk 

district, province of Finsk, now in T'rarsaw, has consented to give an account of 

his experiences in Luban and of the pogroms that too3c olace there during the period 

of his stay in the town. 

The relations between the Jewish and Christian population before the war 

were quite peaceful. Trading was going on. Jews would buy of the p asants grain; 

the peasants of the Jews - cloth, dry goods and other wares. The Christians of 

Luban were all peasants, the Jews were sm?l] traders and artisans. In the course 

of the revolution the Jews were trading in different kinds of goods. In October 

1917 the Bolsheviki took over authority and h»ld Luban till Passever 1913. In the 

last days of Ilarch the Polish legions entered the town. Terror orevailed t; on inc. 

robberies would be committed from tine to time. Economic life stooped as oocsle 

could neither come nor go. About Schvuoth the Gerr«ars occupied Luban, and. order 

was restored. The Germans sta-ed till November. At the end of Fovember the Bol

sheviki took Luban, and it was quiet as before. J-he Bolsheviki stayd till 2 

weeks before Rosh-Eashona. On the last Konday before PcshEashona the "oles occu-

. , Luban. ~ith the Poles came a Russian detachment, -hich united with the 
pied 
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and came to us with machine guns.They robbed 20 Jews of 150,000 Czarist Roubles 

and valuable articles to the same amount. They were beating the Jews for 2 hours. 

Then the Poles again left the town.. 

Two days later there again came a regiment of Polish Dlans under a very cruel 

commander ( do not remember his name). He decreed that all weapons found, -dth Jews 

be brought to him. On Sabbath the fiabbi pronounced Excommunication of all persons, 

who will not surrender all their military articles. Almost every j e v j haa; to bring 

such articles, for everyone had them. As there w?s no other clothing or underwear 

to be purchased, everyone wore military boots,shoes etc. Otherwise people would 

have to go naked. On the same Sabbath a miracle happened: T-here came an order 

of the Polish authorities for the arrest of the Commandants second lieutenant fer 

requisitions of clothing made in pohost. This made an impression upon the Command

ant and he stopped to requisition, meanwhile Polish soldiers passing through Luban 

never failed to leave some remembrance of their visit. The Poles were here for 

11 months, till July 14,1820. On that h'ednesday when the ?oles retreated, they 

pillaged about 30 stores, the damage amounting to about 2,000,000 mark. In about 

6 houses theyrset fire to closets containing clothing, but the fire was soon dis

tinguished. On that same day the Bolsheviki came in. They stayed here 'or 3 

months, until a few d?ys after Succoth. Then the Bolshevi''i retreated. They robbed 

no one, only asked for bread and -rrater- In a few days around they came back, while 

the Polish line was 10 viorst below the town. There the positionw as established 

end the Reds staryed here until the Poles retreated. 

During this period the bands of Russian deserters were formed, consisting 

of "hite Russians, whom the Polish military authorities supplied with food and 

clothing, as well ^s with ammunition, to fight the Bolsheviki. That is an establish 

ed fact. After the Poles left, they went to the surroundinr small towns: Eushitz 

Bibetchka, Harodistch, Vitchin, Biakovitch, robbing the Jews. The latter then fled 

to Luban, to which place the bands had no access 
s- A Jewish self_de. 

n s e was org-
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anized here of 80 men, old and young. I do not remember the name of the leader. 

On Lag-Boimer 5681 (1921), Wednesday, at 2 o'clock at night, the same bands 

of deserters, that were assisting the surrounding villages, arrived here in Polish 

uniforms armed with machine guns. Tvhen they saw that their was no response to their 

shooting they entered the town, went from house to house, caught Jews and subject

ed them to the most terrible tortures; threw small shildren into the river, pricked 

our eyes, cut off arms, ears, broke leags, cut the br-aats of women. No one stopped 

or hindered them in their diabolic work. This went on for a long time. "Tien they 

found no more people in the houses, they went into the cellars, dragged out half 

naked people, drove thorn all to "the..-synagogue, beating them, with swords over their 

heads. 

In the synagogue there were assembled over 400 Jews, men, women and children 

TThen it was all filled they locked it and wanted to burn it with keresone. One of 

the bandits entered the synagogue and spoke. He called upon the Jews to enter 

the army. One Jew cried 'but they are beating us". Fpon which the bandits said 

that when Batyushka Balchovitsch comes he will kill them all. They then sent into 

the synagogue their demand of such great a sum in gold, which it was impossible 

to get. Fortunately one Jew succeeded in escaping from the synagogue and he ran 

to the priest. He woke him up and told him the terrible, news, that they were 

about to burn the synagogue together with the Jews in it. '"eening, he told the 

priest that the bandits were demanding a sum which it ".ould be impossible to set. 

And he begged the priest in the name of the Jews to do something for them. The Jew 

were savedothanks to the efforts o n the priest and the director of the local high s 

school, both of whom came soon to the synagogue. The priest addrassec the bandits 

He kneeled before their leader, praying and begging them not ô offenfi the o Idest 

religion in the world and let the Jews live. Thereupon the elder ordered the 

synagogue to be opened and the Jews were driven out. The Jews began to run 

out of the synagogue and the bandits fired shots after them from revolvers and 

rifles, many were wounded. T n the wnmM
1 

in tne women s mezonme many women were out-
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caged, 'fhen the bandits-ran about the town and plur.d-re-d everything there was. 

-hey demolished the houses, broke all funniture, cut mirrors in pieces and turned si 

all Jewish houses and stores into ruins. Ihis lasfedd 24 h.-uu-s. Shortly before 

ven'nr thev obtained 30 Jewish wagons, upon which they rut all Jewish belongings 

taking with, them also, all bedclothes and valuable articles. "Thatever they could 

not put upon the wagons they destroyed. The peasants had also taken much of the 

Jewish belongings and -went back to the village. In the surrounding small towns 

of Pohost, Ozritche, Starobin there "'ere also great robberies committed by the 

same bandits. The Jews loft the town and fled to Luban. An agitation was also 

carried on by these ~'hite Russians bands. The peasants would say, you will have 

such a massacre, that all of you will be killed, -'•here was no way of escaping. 

In order to prevent the pogrom that afterwards took place in Luban, on Lag Boimer- a 

delegation was sent to a certain Foptich of the Soviet authorities in Finsk to xmnarj 

insure help in case of need. But there was no response to the appeal. The Sov

iet authorities of Bobruisk replied: Ihere are no communists in your place, so 

no protectioncan be given you. You will have to depend upon your own for protect

ion. Recently Russian authorities finally did take some steps to prevent new 

massacres. 

The object of the pogrom was: to rob, kill and violate. 25 persons were 

killed and 10 wounded. A list of this follows below. 15 women were outraged. 

The dead- were buried on the Jewish cemetery. 'l'rc enFire Jewish population of 

the town fled. Young men were forced to joirdb the Red Army. The aut' or of this 

account was hidden in the cellar of a christian, and through a hole he saw hov. 

the Jews were driven to a synagogue, and ho- some of them were hi?led near that 

very same house. He also saw several bandits pierce the breast of a woman. She 

gave some money to one bandit. Anothrr one saw it, ran lo her and also demanded 

money. But she had no more. 

Th" author of this account left the town disguised as a Pole end came to 
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Foland. r-e intends to go to America. 

list of killed and wounded 

Filled - -ates Podlipsky; Feitel Fugim, iiote Opzirier, "oishe rop-'in (a bachelor 
24 years, limbs cut off, Abraham Krumick, Abraham Shipilovitzer (loft 4 ci ildren) 
Ferschel "irkes (4 children);'" Zalman Chatzkels (1 child)}. David rCitchkovitcher; 
Chayim Epstein; Shmaryah Kaplan; Shimon Lipshitz(5 child en(, "blris Zakalnier; 
Isaah Fuzenetzer and his son (both r -fugeos from Kuznietz); -F.=.sha Kaplan; Esther 
Yatchnuk: Che'nitzie Katzenelson ^#TTKgk±Brxsf; Chaitze ''-atzenelson (daughter of 
Chenitzie. Lay ill with typhus anr -??as stabbed. )Sheine Feige Fpstein, I.'alke 
Fiziner, Peshe Reba F.oltun; "'ife of Flie Eibitch; a boy from --omir.lcy; an unknown 
person. 

"ounded - Sholom, -Hebrew teacher; Abraham Lav id Fustinovitch; Zalmar, the deaf 
one; Shimon Koltun; Abraham Streletz; Abraham Kavalertzik; Taubo F.ustinovitch; 
her daughter; Leibel, son of ".'.oishe !Forid; his niece.r" 

Protocol #15 

F.r* ^aron Barn, aged 37, a photograph of the town Emeltchin, district of 

hovogradCFTohlynsk, province of ""ch lyr.sk, gives an account of what happened in his 

town during the pogroms and till the day on wt ich he l--ft. Before the war the 

Jews and the Christians lived in peace with one another. The Christians are most 

ly pegsants. Some of them are also artisans. -re Jews are smal': tracers abd 

partly artis-'ns. 

Before Passover 1918, on "ednesday at midnight there arrived ? whole 

bend of Fetluravitzi, 15 armed men, and they fegannto kneel- at the shutters and 

demand that the doors be opened, 'ihey had a list, of a group of rich Jews. "Then 

they came into mr* II9 hum GerodetsBy s house, they asked for money and the tumult 

began. V.r- Gorodetsky gave them 630 Csarist roubles and clothing for 100,000 

roubles. Fr- Gorodetsky remained without any clothing. Then th.ey went from 

Jiouse to house and plundered until daybreak. There 'here cams a new band of 

70 men,Petlura's bandits on horseback, 'i'hey den-.anded oats for the horses. They 

then came XEXX in to Alter German for money, he did not have any money with 

him, so he went to' his father-in-law Foishe Brousman. -or- Brousman had his money 

hid in the chimney. The bandits saw where the money was hid "en and too!: it 
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all, 40,000 roubles in gold. Of Yossel Feldman, they took away all the oats he 

had. Also of Foishe Levy and Aaron Fipnis they took away all the grain. 

They then took away all the grain of the merchants and. began to shoot in 

the streets. Chaykep Brausman, 40 years old, hannened to be out in the street, 

so they shot him dead. Then they shot Feisy Shuster. David Gozman '-nd'his son 

peisy. r!he bandits then divided into 2 parties;-one went from house to house and 

robbed; the other was shooting in the streets. They shot 11 Jews: Shimshon 

Faratz, a tailor; Zissy '"oyer Kop, a me-char.t; Yossel, father of Osher Lips, 75 

years, Fottel, son of Chayim Yeshaya, Yisroel Leib C-old.fei'n, 55 .-/ears and F.oshe 

Kaplan of Clcvs.k. -he town sent him to Fmclilchin to buy food, he had with 

him v0,000 Czarist roubles. The;.' did not take sway the money of him. ne passed 

it over unnoticed to another Jew. 2 girls were violated. The pogrom lasted 2-| 

days. -hey pillaged the entire town. 

Before the pogrom in January 1919 several peasants with the leader Falenick 

went into Yossel Leibman. f'ney did not find him so they killed his wife and 2 

children (8 and 11 years old) with a hatchet. A"' so ? mr-id servant, a German wom

an was killed while sitting in a ch^ir. Ty-,<- father of the Hewish women, Azriel 

Finbinder, who came to stay overnight, was also killed with a hs tohet. 

i 

Now wc turn back to the massacre thai took olacc before Faster. On V:ed-

nes ay and Thurday they were robbing and murdering. The director of the post, 

Anthony Petrovitch, a good Christian, sent a telegraph Fessage to Zvihil, asking 

for help. So 40 mourted -'ellurivtzi Trived at once. Immediately upon their 

arrival they joined the band its-and started the pogrom <=new. The-/ said; you sent 

for us to save your Jews, so now we shall take revenge. On Friday they set on 

fire a chain of 15 stores, burning the --oods also. They did no- let c-r.yone near 

the stores until they were totally burned. The damage amounted to about 2,C0C,CC0 

roubles. Toward evening the Fetlurivtzi left in the direction of Fovorrac T'~ohl''nsk 

On the fist Passover night there arrived the first insoector of "he -own 



achool , Yaroshuk, wi th 40 " p e t l u r o v t z i " . T'ey passed the sr.al] to-ns on the w-.y 

to Fmi l t ch in : S iov i t chko , V i l e d n i k i , Lupin and the v i l l a g e s near them, robbing 

the Jews. Upon h i s a r r i v a l in Fr.iltch.in the inspec to r intended to so.-re the hour . 

He sent a coiiri-T to the Jews, demrrding a con t r ibu t ion-and foo-' for ' i r s o l d i e r s . 

T'-is.hw- sent to t'-e Fabbi , • Feb ' ' ' c J a e l F o t b l a t t . A Jewish ' V - v ^ f ;.op c o n s i s t i n g 

of 'Abraham Bu'-s tein, ' ' o i she Buck and "utcha 3: apiro, "f.qnt to t h " ' i n s p e c t o r o f f e r i ng 

to ^ ive him "v r ' th . ing they possessed anr' beg.~i.ng ' i; to dinar . , h i s men, who had 

begun t h e i r olunderinr. w^rk in Jev i "h houses . The inspec to r g"ve h i s r r o r i s e t h a t 

he-.w^^.l.d J i s a rm h i s men. Fe thereupon ca l l ed h is brr.d?..et together and tool: nwav 

'-heir weaoons from th*m. For abouF a month i t was o u i c t . 
• i 

Soap ho"e~"r thare a as an m r i s i n e 6T the neas"'hts of the " i e . ' n i t v . The 

oeas^rFs ^ e r " headed by t': bureaucreey -w' le* by a forr.er c o l o n e l , F o d e s t o v . This 

Fodestov arrive"" - i t h a band of ?00 i n s u r g e n t s , havin~ with them-a broken cannon, 

Fust to f r i g h t e n the -opulM ion . Foc i s tov f i r s t a r r - s t o d the former l e - d e r Yarosh-

k i n . Then h is men borw.>- +o plunder Jewish r>ror'-rty. 

The promi-'e-t men of the town ( named'above) then turned to the Bolshevis t ' 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s , o f fe r ing them money ?.r/ asking iham to"' * ake:L s 1 :>ps against, the new 

menace. A group was then formed i n c i t i n g 1 Fa nor-ooiriiis signed o f f i b e r , named 

-ag°n , a C h r i s t i a n . This Sagan a" r r e s sed the. insurgen t s and top" them, t h a t ±kEy 

should they not lea^e t v e town in the course of a fev hours , h Sagao, will. 'come 

out '-against t! •-:.. "-ith h i s company a l l armed to chase them o u t . 

This warning h'-d i t s e f fec t immediately. Yerusihko was rcleas-.--" a t once , rnd 

a t 11 o ' c lock the b a n ' i t s l e f t the town. °r. the way1,y'oy continued to rob and 

beat passing -Jews. They k i l l e d two boys from Z v i h i l , v ~ i s h e F o l t c r i k , and J t r i k 

"ei l i tchrr .an, ^oe^sinr 'hem of -'ivin~ information to t.Fei. 5 o l s h . e v i k i . ' Th ~- '"ormer 

j u s t i c e ' o f the oeace Fokri t^ky signed t h e i r death' s en tences . 

.After passower the band i t s became ac f i"o in : the " ic .Fni ty . In the" v i l l a g e 

F i t r i p the; ' k i l l e d the,''Jywish family 1-roltze ' r e i k i s , consisting1 '1 of I''- - 'souls. Aft or 
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the in su rgen t s l e f t , the town remained under the a u t h o r i t y of the former tov.n-

gov-rn.ident header by Yaroshka. The Polsbsvi1--! remained here t i l l Rosh.-J'oshana,191?-

At tha t time th'* insi:rr.onts began to burn the br idges on" -~ .J.s h'oy the ra i lway l i n e s . 

The Bolsheviki then began to r e t r e a t . Then the 9th Tarashtchansk regiment passed 

throu'-h our town. On Saturday morning th'-y "oeran to f i r e at the town. Then the 

town was reoccuoiad by then.. One Jew, i o ishe Rudnick, was shot by them ns soon 

as thev e n t e r e d . The" suspected him of g iv in r s i g n a l s to the i n s u r g e n t s . Then the 

s o l d i e r s b-~gan to go "rot:, hewse to hon.se, rob , beat. ?n.d k i l l , They then took 'way 

everything the Jews possessed and s e t the town on " i re . . Thus 25 houses were burned, 

including Yernshko's house, - h i ch however, the peasants saved. The i n su rgen t s l e f t 

the town then . Ihe Bo l shev ik i , on the o fhor hand, ere angry at the townspeople, b e 

cause the l a t t e r --ere sa id to havo given the in su rgen t s a s s i s t a n c e and in format ion . 

So now, a f t e r tv-- f i r e , they sent, en u l t irr.a '-um, t'-w-t i f a denor t a f i on w i l l not be 

sent to them to ps1- f o r r i v - n e s s , the - would / the remaining part o.r" th" Sown. So a 

depor t a t ion of the ;:o?x rominent psr men of the town was sor t out. to them. Then 

everything was o u i e t . -hey would ask the J--v ish •-•'•-''. Christ ian. popul-*ion to suoolv 

them with c a t t l e . After the hol idays they - 'eclarec a mobi l i za t ion of a l l menup to, 

40 y e a r s . The youth then f led to the holes in Gorodir.fcze, "0 " i o r s t below Fmi l t ch in . 

The youth requested the Poles to come and take Fmi tch in . They told the 

ro l e s a l l t h e s e c r e t s of the v i c i n i t y , and tha t t he re ane in the place r.o ::,ore 

tha" 70 Bo l shev ik i . I'.vo weeks a f t e r Succoth the PcF-s 'oo ' ' Zr.i l t c h i n * f t e r ~ rea t 

b a t t l e s , " h i l e r e t r e a t i n g the Bolsheviki shot a g r ea t man D-"id Skloysky, a-ed ?5 

and p i l l aged the town.The Poles remained hare t i l l about Shvueth 1920. xher. the 

Bolsheviki recodi f ied the town. -he Bo l shev i s t force ""as a detachment of BudennySs 

army5 5000 mounted s o l d i e r s . They sundered -ha t had remained a'"-"r the n ^ i o u s 

r o b b e r i e s . 

-h-~ author of t h i s account l e f t the lo--n in •"ctobyr 1920. He manager some

how tor.pass the f r o n t i e r - ^e was near ly drowned in ik.e r i v e r S lu t s ch . In January 

1921 he a r r ived in Poland. Aaron Bc-rn 
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PROTOCOL # 16 

!!iss Esther ^arfinkel, -0 years old, a me-chant of the to"<n Ka.venny !?ro'c\ 

district of Uovog^ad - Fohlyr.sk, province of "-'ohlynia, row in F'arsaw has cbnsonte d 

to relate "Th?.t has occurred in this town "Tiring the oogrom and -p to the day she 

arrived in. ~arsaw. 

Before the war the Jewish and Christian population lived ou" te peacefully 

-monr themselves. ?y.e Christians yore peas-nrs. liar.y of them -vere working in the 

larro local factories of clay dishes, ^ne o* those belonged to JVe .Few F.r- Zussmr-n, 

and --bout 30C. worv,,rs ver~ employed there. Th ̂  Jewish population consisted mostly 

of small traders, nart of the Jews -ore artis .tis. Before t'eo pogrom, Ferer.sly, the 

Bolsheviki, Skoropadgky and the Germans held the town. Turin- the period "rem 1917 

till Tamus 11,1919, there ,,-er-- no pogroms in Famsrny Brod. The bolsheviki stayed 

in our town till ""ednesday Tamuz 11,5679 (1919). On For. day ther • were rumors that 

there was an uprising of "So^'olovtsi " in Zvihil, an-our people wore v-"ry frightened. 

On Wednesday morning there were o'h-r rumors that the insurgents wore coming.About 

11 o'cloc1- shots ere 'rearc. A great p^nic ensued. "ecple began to close their 

stores and hide in the cellars, v^ry soon the ins:-rrents were seen running into 

'-own and yelling - 'Give us the cormr.unists! They were loohing ?or a cert'in assist

ant surgeon named F.isselhoff. They then entered the ho-'sos and chased •rve.-yor.o out, 

men, women, children, ol" peooie, - into the street, in the Fire-tion of th- factory. 

On th" way -vrybody was beaten severely. Fearr-hil" the bandists were robbing 

everything they could. There at the factory, the entire town was assembled. Some 

of the bandits then -ent into the houses, took away "he best "kings and demolished 

the rest. At the factor-/ on-" of th" insurgents called o>«t: "F-^ow the women c-nd 

children into the river Siustch and take th--- men away from here". The men were 

thereupon «11 driven into the courtyard of ^eibusch Tchcrnowsky, while the ' omen 

and children were chased home. There in the courtyard the bandits 'OL-.?nF d of the 
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Jews that they give up the assistant-surgeon. The latter was hidden in a stall and 
where 

saw everything. Fo one kn-w however, how-he was hidden. The insirgents looked for 

him throughout the town but could not find him. The -*Vobi Hcrschl Schwartsteir. and 

the slaughterers were also standing -ith the rest of the Jews in the courtyard. The 

Jews asked tho Rabbi whether they shonlc surrender the assistant-surgeon. he Rabbi 

reolied that no" h.̂ was not answering any inquiries . And th-" assistant surgeon was 

not surrendered. About 1 o'clock in the afternoon, it was pouring then, all the 

Jews we'-e chased out of the courtayrd and led into the woods, 2 i-iorts below -the 

town. On the way they took awery from the Jews whatever they nossessed; watches, 

money, clothing, shoes. About 5 o'clock they were driven-into the woods ^n? put in 

rown there. Thr^e bandits stood opposite them and began to shoot from rifles and 

revolvers. 1-any fell "ez.6 0n the spot, some were wounded and still others remained 

alive and hid among th? dead. '"o^-r. the bar/its ceas-d scooting, they aoorr ached the 

Jews, stabbed those who were -live with bayonets, crushed their heads with pitch

forks, cut off limbs and! cut some men into nieces. Feanwhile the wor.cn came running 

to them, begginr for their husbands, but the bandits aimed, their rifles at them r-r.d 

chased them home. 

After this massacre the bandits drew off the clothing of tho dead ar.d left 

them naved. Until t-=n o'clock in the evening no one was permitted to b-nr-rovch +he 

spot. The insurgents were peasants of tho surrounding villages,. They v e---e. seen 

carrying clothing and shoes and going home with songs. After they left. 2 rirls, the 

author of this account and Rachel of the town Lug, took with 'her:'. 2 Christians, pet rev 

: , ' • ' " 

and Yushko, honest men, and; went fo the place to see what happened t h e r e . 

~e took a l an t e rn with us ^n-J w'enF in to th.--1 woods. '!|l'h-rr~ we saw the dead 

ly ing , a l l naked, mut i la ted^ cut in to e i e c e s , some, - i t h c u t e r r s , some wi thout arms, 

o the r s without heads . I t was a h o r r i b l e s i s rh t . ">e began r o weeo end shout : ""hoover 

i s s t i l l aliver,: l e t him respond! ' ' Zomo Ai£ respond. F e brought a wagon and placed 

the wounded on i t . Xiere are t h e i r names; Kerschi 3 c h l i t t e r . , Mendel Ferdi tchevsky 
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(he died the moment the wagon came to his house (Fottel Schw-rtstein, (lived for 

a day).Bar (died soon) and his fath.-r David Par, who is still living. Afte- that 

the other girl brought her father and brother, both dead, - RVr.a'th Ptashnick «nr the 

-irl's brother, Schloima. Or. the third v^gon She s*--el Si-^gel was •> re.::gbt. This 

lasted till morning. In the morning the "oiire town went <-o the woods lamenting to 

loo1' for husbands, brothers and fathers. Everybody brought his dead to his house on 

v-arons.. ,J-hc scenes were indescribable. 

In "••"::.'-ny - Brod there was no cemetary. Fo men —or-- +o be r.----n, to bury the 

dead. Then the women themselves took to digging gr-.ves in the ra'-den near the clay 

dish factorv. Bach - omen brought hen own rte^r1, -wrapt in s shoot and c Tal-'th r.d 

buried him herself. 

FFiile we stood by th-- rraves, ---e a-"-in h.<jard shooting. "Te ""•-- frightened 

but resolved to f?ce anything "pe m-sy come. "I-t them shoot us i-on!' cried the -oi.'.:«n . 

It was the insurgents that were shooting. They car.e again to look for the assistant. -

-ijrgoe.n pisselhoff, and'no'" they caught him. If-:1 heard th-mi coding av1d -..anted to 

osss r'ro::. one stall into ar.o*hor, but on the way he was c-night and shot. 

1'here war-: 140 persons killed. • Bach on-- lies in a separate1'grave. i".-;e-y -•ere 

not identified. Ther- were "20 wounded. Th-i." oecv-r.--:d on Thursday, "crnuz 11,5679. 

The Rabbi and his onh' son anF the slaughterers wore all killed. Three weeks after 

the pogrom the Bolsheviki arrived. The author of this account lived through the 

massacre herself. She buried her own brother-in-law/ In September 19-0 she cnr.e 

to Foretz, and then she went to Fo-no. For four months she h?s now been in Warsaw. 

She wants to go to her brother in America. 

The names of th- victims --ere given from memory. 

""• r s aw , | Augias; t ',1921 

Fs!her Garfinko1 

List of kfes some of tho victi E of the rogrcm at ha-r.enr.v-Broc. 
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• • • i r 

"e rach , s l a u g h t e r e r ; ^enzie Bar?ch, hu tcher ; S h i p s ; ! Segal; ' Joshua Fe 1 Far man; - s r a e l 

--elF-rr.an; Chayim F.abbor--!; Z*. Imon Laban: I s r a e l _ 'eer " e i s p l o s ; Tsa-c "eri 'sglos; bi

son Aaron: Aaron Oshman; Fcrschl 4eTamt'd; v i s e h l Ro c ens te in ; h i s "on F o t t o l ; Isrr'fe'I 

u o r s " e i n ; h i s -or . a v i d ; ^-ayer Y i lne r ; T:rr'ndel ^c"ditch -svsky; Abraham Isaac Fendock; 

h i s son - i e r sch l ; "'Volf - s s e r n i c k : Fondle , h i s b r o t h e r ; Al te r hanger, AhrFnam, hi? son, 

Leibke, h i s son, I s r a e l , h i s son; " o r s e h e l Roshi-os, -\lter -jiss-erstom, Sender ^-mger-j 

EoJs'-;r Larger , -eyor Fornoznick; 5he.ii.ike : -endler , Yank-el, h i s son, I t z i k , 15? son; 

Yont.il ^ack; Leibe F rolfg?ng; Schmulick Zalaznich: Leibke hchlo ien ; --ori l Scb.leien; 

Bavid Boor, I.'ila oneirics; Leibe Scheines ; Tuvia Ozprva; Ch.onon, son. <">f Fi.-ch Foib; 

Tchernomovsky; F 'v id Tcberrcmovsky; I s a ' h Tchernoi/^r ' -y; Leib [ rd-en, -Hers'chl, h i s son, 
I ill 1 .1 

F.oshke, h i s v s o n , ' " i l v e l . h i son;' r r ol f danger; Levi Goldman, His f a t h e r ; F i b r o t h r r ; 

; P e r i l 0-ralsky; F.ichacl; Sanvel, h i s b r o t h e r ; Shomlick, h i s b r o t h e r ; Joshua Albefcrt; 

Levi F i r o t c h n i c k , Hoishe, the cooper; Abr-ham Franks t e in ; C-et'.ie Sheines ; Abraham1 

F a r i s h k a ' s boy, Al te r S lep iak , David, h i s hoy; Fr.hath Ftashnick; Shloime, h i s son; 

I t z a p tashn ick ; Fo i she , h i s boy; Finnic , t r ie Red Headed; Foishe Orcenhorn; F i rn i e 0;-:enhor 

Schmuel Oxenhorn; Zeidel Yabke; L 'eizer Kronis ; Zc-nvil """rkr.ar.; I s r a e l , h i s son; Foishe ,T-

''"erkman; Fehe. i a Ki~selhoff; J e h i e l Scbt l i t ten; Foishe Aaron Tchernowsky; Benjamin 

S'r ame.sch 
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PROTOCOL g ! 7 •' 

mr« Abraham R a t c h i c k , 23 y e a r s o l d , a s tudent , of t h e town Romonov, p r o v i n c e 

of ' " o h l ' - n i a , now i n " " a r s a w , t e l l s what happened i n h i s town d u r i n g t h e pogroms and u p 

to t h e t ime he wen t to P ol-"nd. 

Be fo re the war Romanov was a c -u ie t , or.;._c.sful town. Fo r o b b e r i e s were eve r 

o c c u r r i n g . Our G - - r t i l e s a r e p e a s a n t s , *~e hr.d a l a r g e f a c t o r - - of l e a t h e r g o o d s , and U 

'i 

t h e r e ^ s r e a b o u t 500 w o r k e r s employed ^ n them. Our Jews were smal l t r - d e r s and a r t 

i s a n s . About R r r i n , 1919 , t he " F e t l u r a v i t z i " b e g a n to r - ' t r e F a n - She ' " - o r h o v i k i 

were on t h e o f f e n s i v e i n U k r r i n i a . T T e n t h e " F e t l u r a v i t z i ' b "ga r t h ^ i r r e t r e a t , t hey 

blew up th~ b r i d g e s b e t w e n -amonov ^n'1 Tc hud no v . T h e i r f o r c e s arr ' t h e i r s t a f f were ' 

s t a t i o n e d a t Ra.ran.ov. On the day of Bur in a b -nd of horsemen came to us ar.d- ''nr.A'-c^Q 
: i ' i 

l e a t h e r , 'k-ere. was a f a i r t h e n i n t h " town. ~"itb loud s h o u t s , "Beat the J e w s " , they 

began to b r e a k i n t o h o u s e s and s t o r e s and p l u n d e r them. n '-e pe 'bsa r tp took no n a r t i n 

t h e pogroms and i n the p i l l a g i n g . Th i s l a s t e d a l l n i g h t . In. the morning a d e l e g a t i o n « 

w e n t to t h e Ataman t o f i n d o u t wha t he - a n t e d . The Ataman demanded 100,GCC R o u b l e s , 

200 p a i r of u o o t s , u n d e r w e a r , t e a and o t h e r p r o d u c t s . Pu i s hr was "iyeri i m m e d i a t e l y , 

r e s i d e s t h i s , he a l s o demanded 5 women, t he d e l e g a t i o n r - f - cou r se r e f u s i n g t h i s . Then 

two days l a t e r , a new band of horsemen a r r i v e d and made the sar..'; demands, which w e r e 

f u l f i l l e d . L a t e r they began t o a s s a i l "..'homevor they met . F e a n " h i l e the ~ o l s b e - - i k i 

e" . t^rec the town, caugh t the m u r d e r e r s a t t h e i r work and s h o t them. p i F when a 

rumour s p r e a d t h a t t he B o l s h e v i k i - e r e l e a v i n g , f- en a l l t he Jewish. -" nh ob i h u n t s v l s o 

f l e d fnom tho town, l e a v i n g - i l l t h " i r b ° i o n . " i r " s b"hin.d them, "o r f e a r of ". 'sneeance 

on t h e p a r t of t h e " P e t l u r o v i t - : i " . 

In t h e morning the ' F e t . l u r o v i . t - - i " came i n , and no1: f i n d i p g anyone i n ; h e 

h o u s e s , t hey p i l l a g e d them end d e s t r o y e d w h a t e v e r ' 'hey C ^ H F not t a>e w i t h them. 
i 

On the fo l lowing; morn ins they l e f t t h e town. Or. the way th.sy k i ' l e d twe lve J e w s , amoi-
i 
i 

their, t h e too b r o t h e r s , G a l u s ^ i n D a n i e l Aoc' is , V.icho-el Bir.orc, an n n ' ^ o r n b o y , - t he 

http://Ra.ran.ov
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names of the others the author of the -ccount does not remember. As soon as the 

"Fetlurovitzi" left,the Qewish inhabitants returned to the town. Then th" bol

sheviki came in once more. A self d-,f„r,se v-as then organized of J^ws -?nd Christ- . 

ians. But somehow a band of "Fetlurovitzi" stole into the town and surrendered 

and fired at the house, "here the self-defense was assembled. Four J-»ws sscaned 

and one was drowned. The rest '-ore arrested and ta/'on ETC-ay by the "Fetlurovitzi "4 

l 
F.oney and anneals were all in vain. The "Fetlurovitzi" promised to release them, I I 
but on the way th • men were all ."hot. ? days 1-ter they vere found in the field 

and |j-,e ,teT--s buried them in Baranovka. Some of the victims were; Simcho Shinders; 

T'innie Rotfarb. The rest the author of this account ~oes not recollect. 

The ant-or of thai s'ory was also ^mong -hose arrested by the "petiurovitzi--

and was release"' for money.Via P.ovno he arrived in Foland and intends to go to 

'•'1: 

AmeriC'-'. 

Following i s a l i s t of the oogrom v i c t i m s . 

warsaw, 7 / ° , 1921 

A/R?t chick. 



01 

PROTOCOL #19 

• r r . J acob lie l amed , 24 y e a r s o l d , a t e a c h e r of t h e to"'n S l o v e t c h k o , d ^ c - t r i c t 

of Ovruch , o r o v i n c e of " o h l y n i e a , now i n ""arssw, r e l a t e s what he l i v e d t h r o u g h 

d u r i n r t h e p e r i o d t h a t t h e oogrom t o o k p l a c e i n h i s town and t i l l the dry upon vb i c h 

he a r r i v e d h e r e . 

B e f o r e t he war th. 3 C h r i s t i a n I n h a b i t a n t s of the to-.-n wore on very ~ood 

t o - n s w i t h t h e -Tews. The C h r i s t i a n s wore p e a s a n t s , tho Jews s m a l l t r a d e r s and. 

a r t i s v n s . 

In J u l y 1919 , Tarny 17,F679 o r a Tuesday e v e n i n g , t h e pogrom s t a r t e d . On 

S a t u r d a y t h o r ^ was a g r e - t C h r i s ' i a n h o l i d a y , the day of S t . F c t - r abd S t . P a u l , 

" h e n the G e n t i l e s r e t u r n e d -"rom t h e c e l e b r a t i o n *-'ncy snie t o ' h- -Tews: 'few c c o e x c t 

t h e w o r s t " . On S a t u r d a y e-i.-enir.i- a d e l e g a t i o n - o u t to tho p r i e s t t o ask him t h a t 

he p a c i f y t h e p e a s a n t s on Sunday. But ' h e p r i e s t r e p l i e d , t h a t c s t h e Jews t o o k 

p a r t i n sev- - r in r t h e c h u r c h from t h e s t a t e , they a r e communists and t h i s - i s --'by 

the peas _nt.s ar-- an~ry w i t h them. The ^erut . a t i o n then r r c - ' uc" ' 1 •" communica t ion 

which they hod. r e c e i v e d from the R e v o l u t i o n a r y comma P e e , and in wl i ch i t s was 

s t a t e d t h a t the- '~ews were . c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n ' s i s , a l l of them b e i r g Z i o n i s t s . The 

p r i e s t promised h o w l e r , t h a t ho would t r y and p a c i f y t h e p e a s a n t s . L a t e r i t 

appea red th .s t t h i s p r i e s t - a s one of V: •< i n i t i a t " r s of t h e pogrom. F o t h i n g h a n -

c 

pened on Sunday and F o n d a y - . P e o p l e w»r" e l r e f d - r t s r t i n g to b e ! l i ? " e t h a t n o t h i n g 

would h a p p e n . But on Tuesday m o r r i n g when the ."-rush women drove t h e c a t t l e in to 

t h e f i e l d , t he p e a s a n t vom-n ' c F t v em "To-doy th;" w o r s t w i l l b e f - 1 1 y o u . . " 

At~?rapts were-ms.de to t r a c e tho r/j mours a b o - t the rraoa.pE" r-ogrom, u.t 

u n s u c c e s s f u l l j ' - . They wanted to g© to t h e d i s t r i c t c e n t r " t o a p p l y f o r a i d , b u t 

i t was l a t e . The r - wer--- 6 Chr i s* i a n m i l i t i o mombcrs in our town. Si:-: more were 

h i r e d " v or . t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e town, to - u r a d i t d u r i n g t h e n i g h t . The Jews 

t h e m s e l v e s went around w a t c h i n g a l l the n i g h t . I t was q u i e t u n t i l 11 o ' c l o c k . 

http://e-i.-enir.i
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Scon after eleven, '•"•owever, several sr outs and shots wore heard. From ,:*11 sides 

armed bands appeared with weapons snd sticks. It was the peasants of the viciniity 

headed by a stranrcr, a hooligan, 'ust arrived in town, named 'F.?±im the Lame". 

All night through theywe-e beaming crue 1 Py and destroying everything that came in 

...... ,t 
ih-eir way. About s ix o ' c lock in the mornin - i t was a l i - t l c q r ' e t e r . Th i.n people 

began bo show un loc'-'inr- for t h e i r k i l l e d r e l a t i v e s . During th" n i g h t , "- J^'-s 
ii 

were killed; n-edaltab. Passman, "cr'sra:. Flieaer an.-'' 2 ''ins1-: : -rcha^ts both named 

Occhman. These vor'-ed i--- • fcotory in Slovitchno. Purine tho nir.h-t 'he peasants 
l i l l l 

o i l l aged a l l the houses and s t o r e s , bes ides the nersor.s , " i l l e d j 2 we-" wounded. 
HI 

They wanted to cord somoon-; to the • " ' s t r i c t cen t re and rs 1 , for raiT>":t-ry a i d , 

but people were a f ' raid to ro as the t ' rw'its worn: on - the i r v;ay t b i | ' h o r . Th-: d i r e c t 

or of th = p " s t - o f f i c e , Fsustoff Oleyevi tch , •: t a r t a r , was ? rood friend of F.r • F e l -

ar.ed, the author of t h i s acco-n" , ^rs. r - rmi t t ed him to hide in i s , M'eus to*'f (s ' 

ce l lar .Two boors l a t e r shouts ' -ere hc-r'" --rain. The band,1st r e tu rned , l u r i n g the 

da" they - s r c not F i l l i n g , only robbing Jewish p rope r ty . The panic was g r e a t . Ru

mours were cu r ren t that in the surround" r.g v i l l a g e s cond i t ions -.ere equal ly bad. 

• •any Jews of the town were hiding with "'. e peasants in the v i l l a g e s . They began to 

run. back -?rom the v i l l a g e s to the ;evn. 12 Jews were k i l l ' 1 ' ' in the v i l l a g e s . A 

l i s t of names i s expended below. All t h i s tb-> d i r e c t o r of the pos t -o f f i ce told T.'r-

F.elamed in h i s c e l l a r . Pre d i r e c t o r ' s wife was brir-.-i.ng -'own -'--a to him. Jr. *n 
I. ' ' ' i . ' 

aB.iacent room, many wo-.rrm "-ere h idden. In the post d;.r*»ctor s i.og.so the re T.OMIC 

often b.n held c n „ p ^ r „ _ c ^ o r,f the b a n d i t s , '"hoy vou.-.-"' d r ink a l l n i r h t , ?r/ ; Fir. 

Uelamed could hear a l l tv.ey wer r ay ing . And ihroug : a l i > ' l e - irhow he could s e c 

hat was going on in the s t r e e t . 

About ten o ' c lock they brought "the de^c from t h - v i l l a g e s . Th.-* v i l l a g e 

Jews themselves brought tvem. In the aft T - c o n t v e r e was a meeting in which the 

Rabbi, paruch 3ion Fabzan was a lso p r e s e n t . I t was resolved to send a deoutat ior , 

to the p r i e s t , reques t ing hi: , to nego t i a t e with, the headers of the b a n - i t s with a 



view to ending t h e i r robbing and k i l l i n g , o f f e r i n r them a larr-- sum °f money. The 

Rabbi ard the o r i e s t thereupon went to the "c-ndi ts , who were assembled in the 

cen t re of the town, d i s cus s ing fur ther plans of ''"or'-1'. The Rabbi ascended the 

ola ' 'form and addressed the b a n d i t s . Ke said t h a t the Jews vere no conxvv.rists, 

tha t the Jews wished to l i v e in oe-.ce with th- ' i r ne ighbors . Put they i n t e r r u p t e d 

the Rabbi, not al lo '"ing him to cont inue h i s speech. Shouts were coon heard : 'Peat 

the Jews, Beat the Communists!o The Rabbi was comoelled to descend. The p r i e s t 

then began h i s speech. Fe said that the Jews them e]i-es were to blame. Fe said 

they wer-1 in sympathy with the Bolshev ik i , e i c . mo the peasants he s« id , t h a t tho 

r-ospel s l so forbids to k i l l Jews. But the o r i e s t "old them to boycott the Jews 

snd not b.e"-e any -"calings with: them. But i f they -'isafr- c with, him l e t them do 

whatever they p leased . 

Then the Jews -sew '-'no t>e n r i c s t - a s . qihe Fabbi went to the rF.cb.-r Jews 

?rd c o l l e c t o r 40,000 r o u b l e s , ""ith t h i s sum he went to fr e Loaders and to ld them 

th? t i t would oay them r.ore to take money than to plunder- The bandiits took the 

money an/ divided i t among themselves. They v e r e l c pe r sons . Then ^':^"y r e n t to 

Fa lecniok . They ware in v s i n en t rea ted not to go thai-- . Honey was offered them, 

but they went there n e v e r t h e l e s s , r h o t ' i n g on the way. 

The i n h a b i t a n t s of Valednick wer aw^re of ' h e i r c r ' " " u f orgr-nizod a 

s e l f - d e f e n s e . Fhen the b-.r.rits en.t~.rsd t i e town they were g r - ' t -J ..ri.tr. s h o t s , and 

four band i t s were k i l l e d at once. After t h e i r f a i l u r e in V F . "r.ick, the b a n d i t s 

returned to avenge themselves upon u s . Meanwhile the Jews assembled in the house b 

of F o t t e l Ratner- About .? o ' c lock a t night the b?r.dits car.e dir--ct to Ha tne r ' s 

house and went in to the Jews. They at" once began to shoot and stabbed the Sabbi . 

Feople screamed ^ r i g h t f u l l y . Fany jumped ou* of the window. Amon̂  the Jews 

the re was also the wel l known stud-ant Fe id i t ch of F iev . 25 Jews were k i l l e d t h a t 

n i g h t . Later t h a t night a son of Fatner c«:<m - to me. Re succeeded in escaping . 

The post d i r e c t o r l e t him in to my c e l l a r . Fe t o l " r.- thct a l l Jews v:ere f r ee ing 

http://rF.cb.-r
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from the to"n. In the meantime I overheard a discussion at a bandits' meeting i n 

the hor.se. They were drinking and the cost master -as Persuading their, not to kill 

the Je~s, but only take their money for they are rich enough. But the peasants' ' 

would 

zsri not listenzjoc to him, anP they went out to continue the plundering. 

On Friday my Bother came to me and told me that the p-rsuits now decided 

to go fro;;, house to house and. find and. kill every Jew. Row th.oy are driving out 

the cattle into the field. They call if ia sir to kill in the presence of cattle. 

They are growinr wild. He therefore-comes to ire, so that vo may escape before it 

is not too late. The director of the post also tolJ me to go., "e ran to Ovruch, 

32 versts below our to-~n. I c>me out of the cellar and saw the entire highway 

flooded with Jews- women, children ~r.dolc people dragging along for worsts without 

stopping. It appeared ns if Jews were running away *"rr-:.i Ooluth. That-Fas just 

on the second cay of Tarnuz,?d79. I was instinctivel" • fraid to go behind others. 

I dra= "ed my father with, him and made him go forward quickly. F'e ran with all 

our might leaving many others behind us. F'e heard th-j bandits shoot after us. 

Psrt of the procession was surro'-nn---d, and the Jews driven bac1- into the town. 

Three quarters of the inhabitants escaped. .-. small oart. remained in th? hands of 

the murderers. 

Fe had to pass 13 villages on the way to Ovrutch. That took us .4"Kr.i::-:«:k 

4-g- hours. In. some of the villages the peasants barred our way. — e hv-d to give 

them money, and they let us go. After we bed psss~d the thir-t.-enPh. vil~- re, 'wag

ons 'came out. from Ovrutch. to meet us. These vers Jewish 'agons. :,ocn our arrival 

in Ovrutch we -ent to the Revolutionary Committee and told tremr-'hat we liver 

through in Slovetchcv. Trey reproached us. You rl-ays go h- r.d in bend, with the 

peasants and no- you com-A to us for help. On Sarnrbay morning they sent out a 

company of soldiers to Slovetchno. On Friday, while we were on our flight, 14 

Jews and 5 small children were shot. They lay on the road till Saturday evening, 

http://hor.se
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when they "."ere taken to the town, "'hen the -company r r ived in Slovetch.no, i t 

fought wi th the i n s u r g e n t s . Two Red army, s o l d i e r s were k i l l ed . , among them 1 Jew. 

Four insurgen ts were k i l l e d . 

The t o t a l was: 53 Jews were ' - ' i l lcd, 14 wounded:-, of "hem ?. died l r - t e r of 

wounds. In Aurust , wh~n the ro l e s s t a r t e " t h e i r o f fens ive ; the p o s i t i o n was 40 

v e r t s below Glovetchno. "or 9 months they stood op -os i i e on-" ano the r , the boles 

a ra ins t the Bo l shev ik i . Frr-r ard the end. of 1920, when tho Foles marched upon 

b i ev , the 'po. i achovtei " followed then.. At t h i s time 2 Jews w-ora k i l L ' d . "'hen the 

Poles -ere r e t r e a t i n g the 'Balachovtzi " was Bulack. 

The Jews applied to him for r r o t e c t i o n . TUit he only r e p l i e d ; "'"e know 

what " e ?re doing. This mat ter i s none of your b u s i n e s s " . K i l l i ng and robbing J e 

should not concern fbese same Jews. 

P .S . The Bolsheviki upon t h e i r r-~enterinr the town a f t e r the nof rom, t r i e d the 

r ing leaders of the bloody a f f a i r . Fany of them were sho t . Of the post d i r ec to r 

F.r- Kelamed spoke w e l l . The Jews of t'-~ town h ^ - v - » r , held the t a r t a r , to be a 

hool igan . So the Revolutionary Cor.mi" tee kxftoP-; sentenced F r . i'.elamed to 20 weeks 

imprisonment. Tho d i r e c t o r of the post-ofj'ic.e i s no1.; i n F a r s a w . 

L i s t of v i c t i m s : 

Ephraim Paligman, 25 y e a r s ; Abraham F--ligmen, 24 ' - ea r s ; Fo t t e l ' Fage l r . an , 
17 $ e a r s ; Brauch Eager., 38 y e a r s ; Yitchok' .Einkl inner , 60 y e a r s ; Judi th Potchar , 
60, v i o l a t e d and then k i l l e d ; Jacob Berkatch, 50 y e a r s ; Joserh. Binkaufer , 36; 
Chada Lakratzman, 45; Fina Leah, 48; Abraham Fa'plan, 24; P.i-«a Gittelmr-n, 15; 
Sprint-za ^ a ^ t z e s , 27; Jacob Koval, 24; h i s w i f e , 24: Joseph Tch.oschko, 60; Soidel 
R s c h l i s , 60; h i s - i f e , 55; Abraham Chrnton, 40 (severely -our /e" ' ) ;Sholom Per hatch 
50; F^rschel F o r t z e l a i , 60; Favic Zv i l i ng , 50; A woman from tho v i l l a g e C h i r o s i n -
ovka, 50 ; ;ano ther woman, 24 y e a r s ; Foishe Schlechterman, 50; Gsher Schwartz, 15; 
Shimon S t o l i a r , 60 . 

ii 
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PROTOCOL #22 , [ 

Esther Berditchevsky, wife of the Rabbi, 75 years old, of, be town Dibova, 

district of Bman, province of. Kidv, has con-anted to relate.what ha'ppsned in her 

town, curing the pogrom and till the cay she arrived inFarsaw. 

Our town Fibovj is a great town. That Christians should fight with Jews 

was a t: ing unheard of in our town. On the contrar- xhey -.'ere dealing with the 

Jews auite peacefully. Our peas-ants ere land, proprietors. Fart of them are tracers 

others are artisans. The Jews are storekeepers and artisans. It. w.as1 quiet until1 

• i 

the "Fetlurovitzi" came. T<re heard that in other towns they --ere killing and 

robbing, but in our town everything was quiet. 

Only after the day Shuvoth 1919, at 2 o'clock in the aft-moon, a band of 

"Fetlurovitzi" arrived, consisting of 30 men. As soon ?s they entered the town 

they began to one and money and articles. 'Txese they were given and they left. 

Two days later ar.oth r band arrived, consisting of "Fetluravitzi", and Foles end 
i 

began to oillsre houses and stores. This they.-" ere doing for a dsv. Then f'nev 

left. For a time ev rything was .quiet, and thus it continued till 'Tarnuz." On 

Tuesday another band of "Fetlurovitzi" and Foles arrived. Immediately upon their 

arrival they sent word to the Jews that they wer- demanding clothing and shoes. 

Fart of the Jews saved themselves by giving them money, ""hen their demands were 

not satisfied quickly enough, they went from house to house, looked into the cel

lars and garrets and when they found a Jew, they,shot him. 20 Jews were then killed 

The author of this account does not remember the names of all, but only of these* 

Herschel Portnoi, 40 years old, a storekeeper, Fenacb 0c melovsky- Vslvel Chmol-

ovsbyw a few wore wounded. This lasted a cay. Also, some wom>;n' •• ere then wounded. 

Then on a Tuesday, the loth of Al,3679," .there arrived in the town a ^reat 

company of Cossaks with the Fetman Fozakcv, with "petlcriv'icrzi ", many peasants' 

and bays of the villages and towns, some 1000 persons, all -rmeb. First they sent 
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in a patrol to find out who was in the town, The inhabitants at once began to 

hide in the cellrrs. bom?.1 ran to good Christians. One would hide wherever it 

was possible. 

r>e 'te!">.. z? ' -hen t u r n e d to t h e e v e n t s i n h e r own house during L ) • • ' 

t h i r d pogrom. On the same day the b-ndi t fe e n t e r e d the town, 2 " p o t I r r o v i t z i " 

came i n t o t he Rabbi F o i s h e Aaron B e r b i t e h e v s k y , 7- y a r s o l d , a g r e a t s c h o l a r . 

The 2 F e t l u r o v i t z i - o r e d r e s s e d i n g o l d , r o l d was on tb-u""r s b e e v e s , t h e i r c l o t h i n g 

was v e r v r i c h . On i h v i r s ^ o u l d ^ r s t h e r e c r r i e b r i f l e s . T"hen the 1 ' saw t h e 
:F|g..'" 

Rabbi anF h i s -•• i f e , t hey began to d~ : ;?ric" money anr1 j e w e l r y . Tboy t o l d u.s t o g i v e 

them •-Tj-cryhhin-r we h r d , o r e l s e t h e y wqul-" shoot u s . And tb^y at once be-ran to 

b e a t t h e Rabbi and t h e R e b i t z i n . w i t h t h e i r b a y o n e t s . The R a b b i ' s f--et were 

b i o d i n e . rhp-n they approached t h e - h o u s e a Cossack knoeckod out the win.dow n i n e s . 

t ook t h e doo r s o f f and —ent away t~ knock o1 l - <->i:f f.V O "." •» 'rf o w S O f q'th.or Jewish houses, 

which were oointed out to them. bile they w ere her ting us, someone told than of 

a p l a c e n e a r t t rpsrfid f o r the w i n t e r , - h e r e a f i d d l e : was h i d d e n c o n -

t a i n i n r 4000 C " a r i s t r o u b l e s , a gold b r a c e l e t , 3 s i l k h a n d k e r c h i e f s one o t h e r 

• 'ewelry ^".c o t h e r v a l u a b l e a r t i c l e s . They found F-is --r.r. p roceeded t o b e a t u s . 

^ • . ! - , - • • ' I I 

" re gave tb.om p e a r l s and t\/o 1000 Rouble n o t e s , whic-'- "ro hod hp-d-'-en unde r t h e d raw

er of a c l o s e t . I t o l d them we had ro more, i l of ' ' - r o . ' then. -.- much cl.~ +1r 5 n." as 

they "*a ' ' ted, o^ ly be~-"inr them to l e t or, l i v e . 
Z b " ; i .,' .I 

The Rabbi was v>r--' weak. I n t h e K c - r e t *hore Pa." c o n c e a l e d mv e l d e r son 
t ' i . " 

'--nd ---t'other 20 J ews : g i r l s , -omen w i t h c h i l d r e n , a l l cove red w i t h s t r a w . Tn 

an a d j a c e n t room t h e r e l a " my d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w w i t h " i r 'c-. and o r r -hahs , 

r - ' sband and f a t h e r bad boon k i l l e d . 
if jj 

The b a n v i t s d i d not b e l i e v e what I top* th^m and bo~rn to .beat -• 
i " » ii 

in 

h e r d s a"d bod ies - , i was a l l b l c . c i n r . I e n t r e a t e d thr.n to i r ; ks ?" r-ryi" i r v swav 
b u t l e t us l i v e . They d i d n o t l ea - ' ? they h o u s e , bub went to t h e g a r r e t , and no t 

f i n d i n g t h e p e o p l e h i~~an t h e r e , they came b a c k . Thus i ; c o n t i n u e d u n t i l m id -

' o s e 

Tft-r r-r--.f 
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n i g h t . Th-y broke up everything in the house, turned over the c l o s e t s and the 

beds , tear up the bedclothes , le t the fea thers cut and took -way the new p i l l ows . 

At n i rh t we - ere alone ly ing on the h e r " ground, '"e we.ro a f ra id to s l e e p . 

In the r.oruinr a ne~ b-nd r r r ived to demand money. I gave them whatever I had in 

(he house. On the t h i r d day I again heard ? '-nock a t th - window of -. d i s t a n t room. 

As soon as they came in I g-ve them the e a r r i n g s which I took out of my e r r s . I 

•spec to take them. But po in t ing t h e i r r i " i ? s a t me', the" shouted, 'feivc up the 

money end gold tha* you "• vve bib-en or e l se we s h a l l shoot you!" I told them we 

had no more, every t h in" hrd d r e a d - be-n '^ken away. And to cor robora te my words, 

T showed than ho" "verything look-—' i— t'*<* ho-'se. But the-- pushed me out of the 

house boa t ing me * i t h a bayonet . I ^ir not , T.C" whaF tb-'s i r,s be.In-- done f o r . 

p- . t-r I learr-od f hat it. was planne'2 «nc decided to k i l l my husband and myself s ep 

a r a t e l y , "he so ld i e r threw me on the grourr' aga in , bea t ing me with the b°ycnet 

• r.c ' i c h i n g me with M s f e e t . I los t consc iousness . He t" ^'-ght then tha t I " a s 

oeac^ but he neve r the le s s st rue1- m^ once more —ith h i s bayonet which brought me 

Lack to consc iousness . He *h'e" s t a r t e d to b - at me -'.new, u n t i l I -.-as unconscious 

aga in , ""hen I f a in ted tpir. t ime, hey V ought me dead ?nd l e f t . They be?t my 

husband u n t i l he "ras r\e<xi. A wider, in my room was s h o t . . 

""hen I awoke I could no ; r :e anything, but I c r a v e d no t i l l I came to the 

p r ivey . There I f e l l an." fa in ted again . Fy head was a l l rounr's arr: b lood , my 

f^ce was swollen. Feanwbile the band i t s re turned ^rd wer.i t 0 the g a r r e t . T):e\' 

did not see anyone and r a r e about to descend, when suddenly one of our ne i rhbors 

sneezed. 'Bow - e '-'now where tho Jews ere h i d d e n , " shouted one o-'1 th" hoo l igans . 

They thereupon dragged down the neople one a f t e r ano the r . Tho Jews cave a"vrr a l l 

t h e i r money and j ewel ry . Thus or r / i t s tooJ" a l l t h i s . Then they und-r-'-ssed every-

b-odv and stabbed ^ ' shot them a l l --".-d. There 7;ere bout 20 men, and -11 wore 

! ; i l l e d . The women were dr iven away- F i n a l l y they k i l l e d ro r^n and c h i l d r e n too . 

Fow t h e i r pol icy was d i f f e r e n t . In the g a r r e t -hey k i l l e d r.y son Fence! Leib 
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Berbitchevsky£ and the sen of ![oishe Getzel. The r'st T po not remember. Kesnwh. i-le 

a hooligan cam1-1 into the privy, "ben he saw me, he pushed me, and I awoke, i said 

:*"hat r-c. you want".! h've no money, Go to the hor.se arr" convince yoursalf, whether 

there is any money there or not. Fe went r <=v ̂ nd it was still for a tirie. 

I cam." out of the oniy1/ and crawled to the house. There I saw the dead ly

ing. I said to myself, they must have killed -vorybedy i-; -be. g--rrot. .ind 

where is my son? Filled girls were lying there and ? few Se?d Jews were in the 

courtyard. I wanted to run into my husband s room to see w; at became of him, but 

I could not move. I remained whore I ""as. r.pen I heard him moaning. I wanted 

to go near him, but I could not. About a quarter of an hour lat >r, I heard a loud. 

moan and then all "9S .'--till. Ily husband b/eat bed Vi_is iP,st and 'hen his holy soul 

left his body- It w;s just 50 years sire-? he became Fabbi of Fubovro. 

Meanwhile there arrived a d?u:"ht^r of ; ino fro:, my first, husband. She too 

was wounded. She care just at the time the hooligans 'ere going about the housees 

col lectin" the dead. There was no one in the town to bur-- th«m. They did not 

want to let th" c^e^c lie unburied. 3o th^y dug graves and. buried them 5 man in a 

grave. 

"'hen they wer-- '"eimruding :'-orsy> & small lad with an axe stood n~sr mc. Re 
i m l I . •. i i , 

said "If you wont give any money, I j j i l l k i l l you with t h i s a::e. " 

I remained P'i.ng on th f l o o r . Fy dcughter a lso lay t h o r e i l l . There was 

no on< t 0 give us a drink of a t e r - On *ridav morning, - f t e r th- depar rure of t reb ' 
_ . . . I ... 

b a n d i t s , l was s t i l l lying on the f l o o r , whan -. hooligan cr...e in with, a r i f e •"emard-

ir.g money. He could not come near the p l a c e , "here I was l y i n r . broken no r 'u rn i -
it " . . . . - • 

tune barred h i s way. There he stood and demanded money. I said- to him "Bo you 

not see that every th ing i s broken up . They demolished ?nd took c v r y t b i n r a a"-'." 

lie th rea tened to shoot i f we would not give him money. An- he ordered me to tum 

my face to the f loor so that he might shoot me i n the back, "hen I thus turned 

http://hor.se


50 

over , he s a i d : P v - i t t i l l I go and fetch, a b u l l e t " . So I lay ard vai te" ' for the 

b u l l e t . Fy bu ugh.ter-in-law heard every th ing . She came running in to f ind out 

what haonened t c me. I told her to br ing a wagon 2nd take me to the h o s p i t a l . 

":h.en the-' had k i l l e d a l l the Jews, 4GC men, and taken everything sway, they 

drank and became in tox i ca t ed and* danced i - the middle of the s t r e e t . Before they 

took r.a to the h o s p i t a l I to ld mr daughter- in- law to look under the c lose t to see 

i f there '"as not any money l e f t . There was none. She hired a wagon and th ree 

peasants to take mo to the h o s p i t a l . I f e l t g rea t pain, when they put me on the 

wagon and wes screaming t e r r i b l y . "Then I was on the wagon I *old my daugh te r - i n -

law to c o l l e c t a l l the thrmss t h a t remained in the house. There wos in the town 

a good Gent i l e and he ga-h red a l l the orobans in b i s bouse and p.~$ t n e n i ririr>. gave 

them n igh t lodr ing u n t i l they wer- token to Ulm-n '••r^ thence to Tr lno . 

The Rabbi s wife lay for ' hr-~ weeks in the h o s p i t a l . On'Sunday morning 

a f t e r the pogrom, the " F e t l u r o v i t z i " w e r e re tu rn ing from Foka t i lov , an"on the way 

they k i l l e d 10 J e w s . . . 

A man and h i s - i f c were brought to the h o s p i t a l wounded. Pre worn*n d ied , 

and the mar was k i l l e d in trie very h o s p i t a l by " F e t l u r o v i t z i " . The good ^ e n t i l e 

' m i t r y was a sho-maker. In h i s house the women and the ch i ld r en stayed for S days . 

Th=n the F e t l u r o v i t z i said that i f the Jews would not leave the town, they would 

a l l be k i l l e d , even those who l i e wounded in th" b o s ~ i t a l . Tr Khp mtr-v-o"—-"-1 r--r 

to ns thor? worn a lso norrbr.s :.;"'"e by the 'TotP-rr-F t z i ". Fry d---ur',t~r-ir.-l.aw told 

u.c that we should go to "man. She went b e f o r e . I remained •'v r Sabbath in Fibovo 

Five of us hi red a wagon for 5000 r o u b l e s . T'mar. i s l r v v s b below Pub no v . I 

did no* have 90.-" mone^ "out X sold rv house to a ^ e n t i l e : b r 5000 roubles in Sovi-'t 

and oth=-r money arr went to Fman. One woman had received :2:2m 22,000 roub le s . 

She went before on a wagom On the way bsnFis't camo out ard took her money ••way 

fromh^r. Fe re turned to Plbova and paid the 0 e r t i l e 1000 roubles each. The 

money who had the money was "rounded, and she remained In th-" h o s c i t a l . The 
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"Fetlurovitzi" wanted to kill us, but after our entreaties thoy let us live. 

rre went further. I and the other Jewish women fave our money and things to Dmitry, 

t'oat he should bring us to Uman. And we 1-t the people in Oman know that they 

sho'-ld senr" wagons after us. F'e went a long -ay on ^oot. 7n 'he middle of the 

way wagons met us, -nd -ewent to the Committee. 

Fo" 2 weeks 7 -as in '• he house occupied by the Committee. F.epnvbile wc 

were -fraid to d=;:.ar.d th* money. Pritry Fir.self was also afraid to come. There 
ii . 

was one vorrn left in Pubova, and bmitry sho-ed her'ethe E O H ? " 6'f ever-- one. which 

mom's-" he bi.d in his garret. Fe hi-.self ~?.s. robbed, but our money was untouched. 

"u.til Chan.uka I stayed T stayed in Oman. Then they cone 'por mo from Uir.au ̂ F-ssa 

anr" I wont there. Fow it is a month since I arrived in ""-. rsaw. g want to ro to 

Palestine. 

On the fror.ti »r the author .of this account as robbed nf be" clothing as 

well as of her last money. In Ostrog she she was received well. 

Fs th.̂ r Bord:istch -"vsky, 

2/9/1922 (By T.B.) 

PROTOCOL =23 

She Rabbi cf" Zvihil, Jacob Israel Forf, has consented to give the -"'ol low ing 

account of "bct hao-'cred in his ci^y, -Jurinr ih-- "orroms, and till tbe -"•--• v:hen 

he nrriv-"b in"*arsnw. 

i 

In Zv ih i l th'-re l^vo-d a b e t / - l , 0 0 0 Jews and ig^f/X C h r i s t i a n s . "Fe Jews 

were sr.:al~: t r a d e r s . '1' •"•• Ch r i s t i ans s r ? ~o:-'-. r s :,.-r r-roPv. j . — Xs. l u r ing Jaru?.sr" 
ii 

1915 there r s " ' : a s s a u l t s and robber ies mode bv ne•~-|s• n t s . There were -'- ' - i l l e c and 

s i x wour-ded in those a s s a u l t s , '"n "he 9t% of T'cmnus :"b~c tbe Bolsheviki learned 

that a band of ooasrr.ts was organiz ing an up r i s ing aga ins t the b o v i e t s . On Sunday 

tbev ta lked about i t in. th > churches . The Bolsheviki. then nut cannon in oos i t ion 
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the peasants were kill P! by the shells. °v. the same day the Bolsheviki took 

70 of the peasants as hostages and the pe-?snnts -."ere -arnsd that, should --.n iyfimxr-

rectlon break out, ihese will be killed. The Bolsheviki also Pww.'i these prison-., 

ers to rive them information as to the ringleaders of the rebellion. Towards, eve-
f • ' . "•"' 

"ning t'-ey had. received s u f f i c i e n t information1!as to .who the rebe l s were , and that 

the peasants around Zv ih i l wer" organis ing i n t o a great fc*ce . The Bolshevik i 
' " ' " ' I I 1 b I , „ 

thereupon ag'-in placed a cannon on the bridge and fireb <=,t tho -illagos, ̂ -hoPs 
. i " . '• 

the' insurgent peasants bends v.-yr.- . The Bolsheviki thought that this -ould suf

ficiently impress the rebels, --nd that, the latter would now become calm -nd gulot. 

On Fond ay nioht there ensued a great struggle; a gr regular war botw-en 

the Insurgents and the Bolsheviki, machine guns being operated on. both sides. 

This lasted until daybreak. At dawn th-or-' were s'cen In tho city the insurgents 
i * i 

i ;. i 

wit'o white bands on their sleeves and the Bolsheviki with, red ones. Gutinskaya', 
, ii f. 

Fore t z , Zhitomir , Pruzh.an and F i -krya s t r e e t s Tjer'; f? '.• ed with th.-m, and they 
11.''' " II :|', 

f i r ed at '-11 o u a r t e r s of the town from the i r machine-guns. There were 30 Bel's hey" Ik 
•til ' 

' i ' - ' " . " 1 ( '•''• 

Jewish, lads were aiding i'hera, the* e n t i r e force rumoering 150 persons . The b a t t l e ' 
. ••' ' b i , " * : ' - ' , ' 

continued u n t i l noon. The insurgen ts wer- v i c t o r i o u s . 45 Bolsheviki and 12 Jow

ls-- boys -er-- k i l l e d . Of the ins.upgeu.tr tbor • were 200 b i l l e d : .they numbered 

severa l thousand iron. The "So'-.oiovtzi " (thus tbe insurgents -sr>: c a l l e d ) now 

dominated the- c i t y . 

After the b a t t l e the-.- went from house l o bc !-sc, gb there c r." 1 -non, • - • iw 
l!i 

anc1 old, and led them to the bridge. There were then in the. city mobilised, younn* 
... . ' , ' *' i ijj 

men i rom the -ec Army from the rowm Pol lone , . ni mooring TO. Of these 22 '.-ore also 
• ',' 

taken ?T)<~ led to the b r i d g e . Th.er - a l l t i e Folorr? your'- men were ki l led- , then" 
,. <*| 

stoned^ mut i la ted and cut inPo p i e c e s , and buried g]'• in one grave . Benzie I'uzh-

ushman anc h i s only sou wens cur iae --l-.ve. ^a r ly on lues-ay "}^ey again went from 

house to house . The Rabbi was hidden in a. c e l l a r . Pien a Jewish s i s t e r of the 
Red Cross came to the Pabbinand shouted: "Rabbi why don ' t u~u vo something. The; 
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ore s i aught - r ing a l l *-he Jews! " The Rabbi then asked the s i s t e r ho go to the 

p r i e s t and qsk him to in te rvene with the i n s u r g e n t s . Toe Rabbi and the nr les . t 

had always been good f r i e n d s . In bad times when the -eds would persecute the 

P r i e s t s , the p r i e s t of Zvihil would hide in the Rabbi ' s house; and when the r ' h i t e s 

-ou ld come, tho Rabh-' -ould find refuge- in the o r i e s t ' s house, however the s i s t e r 

came back and to ld the Rabbi tha t the p r i e s t was not home. 

The Rabbi then "-rent to * -v r i c h man o+' t h" c i t y , Favid Mezoricb.sky. to ask 

him to "o with. hi-... to the loaders of the band in behalf of the Jewish -"ommunity. 

The r i ch man was hid-en in h i s garret- and c : d not want to go. ' hen the Rabbi took. 

the "ora out of the sunagogue and ho took - i t h him 2 old Rabbis, bob I . ichel 

BolrFman, u w Rob Shumelke Goldman, two broth, r s anr" ths- serrton Levy Borkman, and 

II 

with, bread and s a l t upon :• tr-.y he w-»r.t b0 the s t a f f to r sk "or mercy and root 

on.d congra tu la t e them upon taking the c i t y , ""hile thay were on t h e i r way many 

J ••-:••• s -;f-o--» being k i l l e d r rr" 'h'-own in to the r i v . r . On t h e i r way they wer** stonned 

and bea t en , even mocked by the passing b r r . d i t s . The Rabi i v.rs passi.po by a Bank 

" i r e c f o r , i h - C-hristi-r Stankovsky. whom :•=• knew. *•:*** .'-abbi '-sk ;d him to follow 

him to the s t a f f , but the Chr i s t i an gave him ?r. "vasive rep ly an.dpassed on. 

" ' i t h great d i f f i c u l t y the Rabbis arr ived a t t i e head.cuarhors. I t was. 

surrounded by about 10-12 thousand peasan t s , ".'ith t e a r s in t h e i r eyes, the Rabbis 

berred them not to molest the Jews, Re greeted, thorn in the name of the Jewish 

oooulat ion congra tu la t ing their upon t h e i r occupting the towns and I t s v i c i n i t y . 

Thseir lead-n- was Pagor i lo f f , an i n t e l l e c t u a l . Then he -"w the ^ablvis, he a t once 

came to them and asked th :m That t h e - wanted. The r-a;: bi greeted him and. reou^s ted 

tha t the massacres of Jews be stopped, for they - e r e ro t to bl'-me. The l e a d - r 

then went on the balcony and addressed the peasan t s , asking them i f they would 

make peace with, the Jews. The rabble then be--an to: shout , 'bh.oot thorn toge ther 

wuth t h e i r Tora. Imprisons t h e n , l e t them g i - e up t h e i r weaoons". e t c . The 
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"abbi and a young Jewish i n t e l l e c t u a l a ra in spoke, p leadinr t h a t the Jews did not 

shoot and had no weapons. 

In the presence of the Patbi s eve ra l young men wer* stabbed by bayonets and 
ii 

the :.urd-rers lifted them in the air shouting 'hurrah". In the evening all the 

Jews assembled in the synagogue and swore in the name of the entire Jewish population 

that they had no weaoons. The insurr u-ts left tbe s--ru.~o~ue satisfied. Shcrtlv 

aftoi- this the peasants arcin name shouting, that the Jr—Ish weapons''-" e'r not given 

uo and they would r:?ssacre all the Jews. The Rab i saw "hat ' Pay misimdu-rstood 

them. Still they agreed f,o :;ond so-- -ral of their men "ith tho Rabbi for a revision 

of the houses of all Jewish inhabitants. So they went from house to house, but 

r,o^---»r-"1 "i d ti--«-»-r ^v - •-* o > ^ " t h i o ~ . 

On the way they -"-un" pieces o^ a machine -un and •- broken sword. ..ftor a 

conference "ith neb Lipa, a Jew nrominent ir the town, it was decided -.,]-•: t the 

Rabbi should buy several revolvers and present them • s trie -Jewish wearers..Co the 

Rabbi collected some money, vent to a. Jew dealing in weapons, bought 5 revolvers and 

brourht them later to the staff;, where he was riven ' receipt for-the Jewish 

weapons surrendered. 

On'"ed^esday morning, bandits entered the Rabbi s bouse with shouts that 

the Jews were shooting at the church. They took away 11,800 roubles of tho Rabbi, 

besides various articles and boat him severely. The bandits wo:-; later arrested. 
i 

Fearing vengeance the Habitzin begged that th^y be l i t r a t e d . 

In t h i s cogrom ' he re were kill«F. 170 Jews. On the next day another 100 Jews 

were k i l l e d . The Rab i then ran to the p r i e s t to recyest- hi: to Use h is irb'lucnce 

with the b a n d i t s . This he d i d . On Fr iday a co r r i t t - - e was org-r. i 'ed. of the preminant 

men of the c i t y to i n v e s t i g a t e who P a r t i c i p a t e d ir. the Bolshevist ac t ion ore who 
I J, 

was a communist. Pre i n v e s t i g a t i o n las ted S days , -ft.*'-r which ms.t\y suspected Jews 

mostlv innocent old men, w re r l ease r from imprisonment-. Tbe wries t p a r t i c i p a t e d 

in t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
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in the i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

A t o t a l of £80 rows k i l l e d was t1"" r -su. l t of th-"' nogrom. Some vonu-r. - e r e 

v i o l a t e d and then k i l l e d . On Prido- ' they wars a" 1 bu r i ed , 5 t,- "9 •• rro ns In 1 c r r v e . 

Of the Jews of Folonne 60 *isr° bur ied . On Saiurdrv a ro rim r->t of Bolsbev-P'i entered 

the town, and th? i r s - i r~ents l e f t . Ir. the mornln." the -ol she"i '"i a lso l o f t , ''""or 

t-o •••"eks a f t e r :he nog rom there w cs no a u t h o r i t y in the town, ne i t he r Polshc—iki 

nor i n su rgen t . 

On. the -jdncsday before tho month "1,5679, t ,->-,-̂ rda "vening tho ? r.s-'r-ent.s 

entered the c i t y . T'- -*ir lead rs - -r-> the "Sotchviki . As soon as they a r r ived they 

entered 3 J---wish h-o-:.se, "-'illed 1" persons ar-'" wounded '-. pi,G •?.•?;- of the Jew was 

I.eib Funnick. On Thursday the en*-ire bond came • I th tJ c i r l e o d - r s . Then th-1 un-'or 

of the c i t y Rir.nevsky came to the ^obbi and proposed that he , the Rabvi go with him 

and ~reet the insurgen t s and the "Pet lurovi t rA ", Th'j Rabbi went wi th him. They 

were accompanied by a b^nd o-' u s i c and c i t f e - ^ s - I so were in the process ion ca r ry ing 

bread and s a l t . 

'"he Bolsheviki wer--- can.—bile in n o s i t i -<n r.**'jr th c i t " . 1'hev '*'s; rd what a 

recept ion the - 'nsurgents were g iven , and thou ber-u: to s h e l l th i c i t y b ^ ' v i l y . The 

" i r e was t e r - i b l c . Thus i t continued a l l r . ieh t . "'hous^nrs of ' r e Insui—ent s u -v-

k i l l e d , ^or about 4 or 5 hours the c i t y was in f lames, 22 syr.-agorues were burned. 

75' ' of a l l Jewish and e h r i s t i - n houses wer" burned »lso,-. '•< Jews - T - k i l l e d by 

b u l l e t s . I t was impossible to ex t inguish the f i r e . Oe Thursday the in su rgen t s l e f t . 

On Friday the town was d e s e r t e d . The Rabbi "ent - i t h <?GC0 Jews to Forin for brer-". 

On Tuesday another "CCG-OOCC Jews came to Y- r in . Or. bhxlnasday t i e Rabbi learned ty at 

b i s wife and another 14 Jews were k i l l e d s e l l of the age bf "B-oC. In t'- e asylum 

for t h e ar'-d they - e r e k i l l i n g 75- c0 year old r m . The uoish-- ,vlki did : h i . s , ta'-ing 

revenue pcr t'n° c i t y Is rece iv ing the insurgen ts with music. On t h a t Tuesday 57 

Jews ' -ere k i l l e d . 

After the pogrom the c i t y suffered from spotted typhus and o ther epidemics. 
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7,SCO people d i c e . Fo- t h e r e are ?bout -';O0O Jews in the c i t y . The Rabbi i n t e n d s 

to ro to Amer ica . 

(S igned I . I . b o r f ) "'"arsaw, Aug, 0 ,1921 

PROtOJOP g;25 

"r. Zalman Riklin, 62 years old, •• t ilor of the town C-orodzr-tchir, dis

trict of Fosir, orcvince of ,Tirsk, and no- In. "arsaw. p,r ve an recount of what 

occurred in his town cur in.- the po- rem and till the day on which he arrived in 

•̂arsa?/. 

Before the war, the Jews (18 families, 1? souls) lived on very good terms 

with the Ghrirt'1-ns. The •• Frist laps were ueasan's, and f h Jews ere traders and 

artisans. Until rlslov 14, cbSl everything was normal under -he Bolsheviki. Luring 

this Bolshevist re cine r..any peasants would hide Ir •}-,<•> woo "s rs deserters, as they 

did not want to 'o into tho army. Th^rc was ?r old teach r in the village named 

Nicholas Vevestchik. Fe was a r. ember of the "Soviet!' which consisted of 12 man. 

Fe pointed: out to the Soviet all the deserters, and all their "-ropcrty was confis

cated. Fnere wer- 60 such deserters. The Jewish deSerters wer" not -ointed out 

by the teachers, for the Jews were giving him money. On Kislev 6,5681, rumors were 

current that the "Balachovtzi " were coming. The Bolsheviki were frightened, fheur 

number "-as small. So they left eighL d-.ys before the pogrom. F.eanwhile the 

deserters entered the village and averred themselves uoon t]-o Soviet, '-bey took 

away all the cattle, V orses and «ve.rythlr.T they found. The position o'' the'Bala-

chovtsi " tfas within 10 versus of o.-r town, in Fr-m-rovitch, h»;•« they had •- force 

of €0,000 men. Our peasants joined B?lr.chovitch, who told if: -ur that by killing 

Jews he was saving Russia, *r\r thrat everything would be as good as it -was before. 

Ibeanwhile tho "eserters dominated the village and beat the adherents of the 

Soviet. One night they called a me;-.ting of the neighboring villages in a windmill 

outside the city to decide what - as to bo done with the Jews. Tn the surrounding 
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towns the "Balachovtzi" were k i l l i n g and robbing the Jo- s , - the-' argued - then 

why should s t r a n g e r s take away the proper ty of our own Jews. ' Their leader was a 

c e r t a i n a s s i s t a n t surgeon Bril-ov. He advocated the k i l l i n r of a l l the Jews, on a 

s e c r e t l y fixed day. On Thursday F i s l ev 14,5651, there assembled in the town a mass 

of peasants of the surrounding v i l l a g e s in the home of F r . Hik l in . The d e s e r t e r s -

were a lso the re " r " 'bey n?de the Soviet ga ther ? 11 the -Jews of Gorodzat ich , ren 

women and c h i l d r e n . The men were locked in one room, the -omen and c h i l d r e n in 

another . All the s h u t t e r s -vere closed ar,r' a watch was placed around, the house . 

Among tho pea.s-.-nts were 2 hooligans of anoth r town. 

They demanded money of the Jews. The Jews having e:rvecto<i t h i s , g-.v- up 

everything they possessed: gold , money, s i l ve - , watches , ->ic. . r . Riklir . was not 

home at the t ime. F.e was in Bibetchko, a couole of v e r s t s balow r o r o t z a t i c k . Sf te i 

the hoolig.-ns ha"5 obt r incd e l l the money and va luab les of the. Jews, they "reran 

c a l l i n g the men c u t , one sifter ano ther , then the women. They were a l l taken in to 

a s t a l l , where they vrero ' .eaten wit: s t i c k s of wood u n t i l they r ' e l l d-Cad. 66 

"arsons wer-" thus k i l l e d . One -omen, name" Frieda F a i r e l , remained n1 ive as i f 

by a mi rac l e , She held a 2 year old ch i ld in hor ^rms. ""hen they s t ruck 'nor thw 

k i l l e d the c h i l d , '-'he screamed t e r r i b l y auP f e l l together - i t h the c h i l d , '..nd the 

ban-b t s thought them both dead. She l e f t the tour af terward . 

r-ero i s a l i s t of th Persons k i l l e d . 

g.nrucb I h u r a v l , 50 y e a l s , a m i l l e r ; Fs h r Bai . : oI , ''?., h i s w i fe ; Fg.igel, 

25 , b i s daughter ; Chlo;]na, I S , h i s son* Foah fu.ravhl, 60, a merchant; Cbashe, 20, 

h i s daughter ;Fa lka , 18, h i s d a l ighter ; A l t e r , 19, b i s son; Shm - r i l Eqlobitzb.y, 36, 

a son- in- law; Sar?h. Par-hsl Fo lob i t zky , h i s wi fe ; Ghana, 6, h i s e ' r i ld ; Ch.ryim £|huch-

man, 65; Brocha 35 , h i s daughter , Josapg Schwartrmm, 20, son - in - l rw , bur led a l i v e , 

^enach - ' e i s e l , 55; Shiene, 25, h i s ch i ld ; r -ashe -"-achel, 20, h is c h i l d ; Kerts'.l, 30, 

h i s c h i l d ; Oodaliah p e i s e l , 1-6, h i s c h i l d , Fehemiah, 15, h i s c h i l d ; " i s r o l i c k , 7 , 

h i s c h i l d ; Sarah, 2 , h i s c h i l d ; Benjamin Appelbaum, 65; Sarah, 45 , h i s w i f e ; Elcn? , 
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8, h i s c h i l d ; ; Gron.on Horman, 40; Fesha, -35, h i s w i fe : PaviS, 20, h i s son; 

Y i s r o l i c k , 8, h i s son; Forcocai Pudel , l u ; Chaya batmen, ?5 ; Y i s r o e i , 14, her 

boy; F ^ i g e l , S , her g i r l ; P i s i k Brisman, 40, P e i g e , 40, h i s wi fe : C i t t e l , 

15, h i s daughter ; Fankel , 14, h i s son ; ; Rosa, 6, h i s dau£ht---r; Avremelr. g yea r ; 

Liebe R ick l in , mother of author of account, 104; " o t t e l e Rikin, :"5,his wi fe ; 

Chaye Riba, 23, h i s daughter : G i t t e l e Leah., 18, dgu.gb.t~r; F s t h s r , 14, daughter ; 

Chayim Peisach Fourwitz , 65 ; F o r i l , 40, h i s son; Ghana, 3S, b a t t e r ' s wi fe ; b i s r o e l , 

S, son, '.'oishe bhurovl , 70; Kei.Ie, 35 , daughte r - in - law; Be i lka , 6, h.sr F u r h t e r ; 

Schleime, 2, her son; F e i g e l , 14, her daughter , Fcchel Kuchnian, 55, Finch, 35 , 

w i f e , Chaya Sarah, 8 , r"-jv.~hter, Gr ina , 6, daughter , J e z e k i e l , 1, d a u g h t e r ; I s r a e l 

Bretzl-y. 26; P.er.-.ch F r i t c h i k , 27, Asron Fu.rton, 75 , h i s f - . he r - in -Pw; Sara!', bean 

Fatzenelson, 50; b e - s c h e l , 75 , her husband, F e i g e l , IS,, t he i r ''. ugi-ter; A l t e r , 14, 

t h e i r son; Sosh'-'a, 8 , daughter . 

After the s laughte r t rey dug 6 graves;, undressed a l l the v i c t p s ^n~ took 

trie c l o i h e s away, end buried the:.. ' . II together m >n ""ith vomer. The - roves tbev 

covered —ith sand , so that they could no' be no t i ced , ""her: thev were th rough 

with t h i s th" ' —e^t "rom house fe rouse , too1- •-.-.•• y -. r"th- 'r~ th--re —as t h e r e , 

leaving som-̂  w a l l s . 

A small g i r l , p<-'borah R ick l in , 12 years ol-':, was a - i f r e s a to a i ' t h i s . 

They had alreadv taken hr r s by the nee"- to the uur-p-rerx to be b i l l e d . I t was 

the bandi t ph.ilio Sinkovslry who bxxi^nvk.Er led b e r . ^ u t '. urv xr.mu.xr. enothcr P o n t i l e } 

i n t e r f e r e d . ~ - ha~e had enough wib-out he r , he s a i d . They l e t her go and she 

went to a r .a i 'hbcr- Ths s o l d i e r s were dressed Ir Folish uniforms, -ho g i r l then 

went to another ue^s-; n t , • h-'r-'- F r ieda -'-eisel who remained a l ' v among the dead 

was hidden. The s i r l and pr ioda -• r ial , so-r.t the night in 'he s t a l l with -he 

c a t t l e . Treys remained t: e re a l l A&y cv F r iday . On Sat- :••'ay v r r i r . " ^-Ye n--as-

a r t s threatened tha t they -ould k i l l fhem. P e n they f led to the vi-llsge q i b o t c h n i | 
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Thrre wore t—o brothers op the girl In that village. Prom th^r" rhey ".'ent to 

'"? is O-Torsztaditch, another village, 10 versts '"'rom "ibetchni. Th- brothers heard 

from the peasants 1>at they -ere killinr all Jews there. On that same Friday F.r. 

Ricklin was in Bibotchmi, '•vp: he saw s great -"r.-*c? approaching. Le stood -nd watch.ee 

them. They -rrested him, tool: hlr. into 'lie house of a Jew anr' demanded '•000 roubles. 

'•Then he dib not give them the desired amount, b~c?use be h'-d ro money with him, they 

undressed him ^vA informed hi:, that he would soon'bo "rilled. In the meantime there 

came --unning the murderer bazar F-ovick. He was of Rickl-.ins v'llage. Fe caught br-

Ricklin by the " and -nd led him to another house, br• hichlin hid there in a hays tad 

and they did not find him. The bond then pillaged th" "ullage Bib tchni, er? all the 

Js" ish hous"s. Arc! th'j ?0 Jo— s -• ••.-- chased out and driven bar-foot "v«r tho ice :>•:• a 

quarter of a --r.'t. One Jew from Kinsk, Israel Beryl, did not -pant to go, so the y 

shot him. ""hen tho Jews came to a few - re s --r:d sat down ne-r them, ''ell bifshitz 

went av-ay to th 2 bank of the river ar/was shot. Th" bandits wanted to, sho.pt all the 

J v s , ut the peas'-n.ts ''i'' not nsrmit this, P r ih-lr cattle sttooo' puite near the 

niece, end j.pe oeasah'ts -ere afraid tha*" some o-" hue cattle night be killed by the 

bullets. 

The J--ws lay M'-ir until night. "ben the hooligans who wane all sfrangers 

here left Bibetchni, the Jews returned to the village. On the way back to the vil

lage they found the body of the Finsk Jew. He was a-teacher- The pigs P d begun to 

devour-him. Fir. Ri'-lin and a few women brought him into a Jewish h-"use, The rest 

of! the Jews r?r to the ueasonts to fine their children. The' ban/'- fcs met them there' 

and killed then all - IP ncsons. 

]'r. RiPlin went to Slutok an- stayed there 10 weeks, ^rom Sir to he uc-ni to 

""arss.v- be vas been here c weeks and intends to go to America, when be has 2 sons. 

Zissol Ricklin 

"arsaw, August 3,it2ic2 1S21 . Per L.B. 
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PROTOCOL ;2B 

F r . Abr-'bar. F ? r i o v I t c h , 41 y e o r s o l d , an -rtist - - a i , " , t e r of F i e v , h a s c o n s e n t e d 

to give an a c c o u n t of what h?ppened d u r i n g h i s voyage to " r r s a w . Th'- ^ o l l o w i r •* i s 

' i r s t o r v . 

I was g o i " g t o "or.rr.ol w i t h my w i f e and Z c h i l d r e n . On P o c n e s d a y June 15,1?<F1, 

we boa-"- -" a s t e a m s h i p c r u i s i n g on t" r i v - r b n i - p r r . ^ e f r r r . wo l e f t , I i n c u i r e c 

y - o U i a v such a io ' - rncy was s a f e . I . e . —htthr-r t"- i r e was no rb.r.']:?r moc.t-'.rr w i t h h o o l i 

g a n s . T was '-.ssured t h a t rv-'-iryihing was q u i e t . 

"Fe were on "he wot -r for about 4—5- h o u r s . Another IOC Jews w e r - w i t h u s on 

the s t e a m e r - Suddenly a -'re«t tumul t and p a n i c e n s u e d . Tho r P s e r v r ' .head of u s , 

wh ich l e f t on ' h - ? ' " h , rir^-'-y1 a t *he s t a t i o n S u c u l . I was t o l d t i - t BO Pols.h.oyik 

b a n d i t s - r n t t h e r e on boa rd trie s t e a m e r an" s h o t t e d ; ' Fo rds u p , l e t t h e C h r i s t i a n s 

land pr,:- t h e Jews remain on b ^ a r d . " Tho ' o o l ' g a n s then, bound a l l t h e J e w s , i t h o u t 

e x c e p t i o n , s t a b b e d them w i t h ba' 'on-->ts, r . -ot b u l l e t s i n t o *'; cm and then F r e w them 

a l l i n t o t h e w a t e r . 

"Pen. we h e a r " tl i s we wanted to r e t u r n to F i e v . ""e were i n g roa t r ^ s o a b r . T h i s 

l s s t e d a c o u p l e o-" h e r s . - - o r we notice'."3 a '"'--- b o o t s comir.~ to -ur s t e a m e r . There 

wer-' a b o u t 20 Jews of . l e v of t h e l o c - 1 seFlf-rVf.erse in tr em. Troy p a c i f i e d u s , t e l 

l i n g us n o t xo f e a r , f o r t h e y would p r o t e c t u s . They t o l d t h e w e a r "omen and c h i l d 

r e n to descend i n t o t he c ' f b i n s , w h i l e t h e s e l f d*-,f3rise 9 r / . puV: o t h e r s t r o n g ycun.g 

men remained on d e c k , " " i t h t h e : " ^ I r e a n . s re- ry to s h o o t , ns b e f o r e a b a t t l e . T h e y 

were a w a i t i n g t he b a n d i t s . I t was s a i d thu t t h e b a n d i t s War a lways a o - r e c h i r r a 

s t e a m e r In b o o t s . The bard-":.- a r e c o w a r d s , when they see • r./ied p e a r l s t r o y f l e e , 

" h e n r e drew n e a r e r t h e b a r k , we s-:v a Jewish r.i l i t i s - c o r . i r r toward us i n a s m a l l 

b o a t . I n t h e bo4 t he had b i s '"ead w i f e . T'rhen v;i too'- him -;'cnr r-~ ou r s t e n n e r , he 

t o l d us t h a t he was on boa rd t h e s t eamer t h a t ' - e n t b e f o r e u s . "-^ - scoped d ^ a t h by 

jumping i n t o t h e w a t e r - Fe swan a f t e r t h e s ' e a m s b l p h o l d i n s to a r-' c? of b o a r d . 
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Then ho hid in t h - bush-s on the bank, and when the bandit-- vern -ere h° found h la 

dead wife whor. he i s now taking to por.m r.1. The r.ene o'i' the steamship was J-cmishev, 

end the da te ok"' tho massacre " a s "un- 14,1P21. 

Meanwhile we saw t',:o - o r " parsons cor:.inr- to us in •: small b o a t . 'these won 

a lso Jews '.Fro -scaoeb d o a t h during t h s t s l augh te r on th - steam-'r Teni.sbev. One of 

them was a b - r e f o o t g i r l . She l o o ' - ' 1 1 i1'" a CFr io t i -n so the F ^ r t i l e s took her of 

the s h i n . A dumb boy was saved, by one of "h- crew. Over 100 Jews wer° " ' i l led on 

the s teamer . Our steamship - as followed by -n -rmored -oa t with machine 'uns , to pro

t ec t our steei:.-r from any poss ib le a s s a u l t s . Some o ' th-- crew of tha t knxrrt bo-at 

declared that ty.-y "-ould take I t bock for c e r t a i n r - p a i r s . Th- self-de.fa.nso understood 

what t h e i r r e e l design, was. They " ant c-d pimply to have us unprot -c ted, so fhey t h r e a t -

ened to shoot the crew of the bo-, t should they no-,- leavo th" s teamer . Pre boat con

t inued following u s . . Bfe come to t h a Prv.u. Loyev. V'hen wo come nearer the b'-nk we 

heard the Jews loudly b y - a i l i n g t h e i r dead, -hen "h*y too-- the::, opt of the water - The 

e n t i r e bank - a s covered with dead .Around them stood i r e t.--"S of Loyev- Our sh ip 

staged at" t h i s point 1-g hou r s . The self-'" -"' use went in r sa rc ' of t i e i v u h i t s and 

caught 27 of them. 'Of ese at f i r s t pr. t-srded to b - Red Army men. ~"' T.O ^---ntile lac 

fep'rys'" them, t e l l i n g us ho they wo . -":"'•' were the r e a l h--ndi t s who w-'-ted to 

exterminate a"11 the b . r d i t s of Loyev. "'he s'clf-^efons.e theroun'on took then "11 aboard 

the sh ip an' disarrr-d them. Later th-- b a n d i t s confess---" !• at they i" fondod to i.-pro 

a nogrom in Loyev. . Th ore were a l l looked up in a c r-bin. Our mil i t i -* run -ould go 

in there ewe?-,- now and then arP beat them. Fe to- ' - r —-•- = u-'-r t h - b a n d i t s for the 

murder of h i s — i f e . Fe beat them s e v e r e l y , 2 o^ t ier . ! - too1-- or1 upon 'ho deck shot 

the - and thr-rw them in to th - r i v e r . Tbe r e s t wero t-. k m a i t h us to Pommel end h'.rr.od 

over to the Bolsheviki for t r i a l . They wer- a l l shot in poms.1-!. 

(Sigurd) Abraham - - a r i v r i t c h 

P .S . There --era a Gentile- physic ian and h i s daughter on the steamer Tenis.hov. " her. 

he saw the b-n-dits v i l l i n g tho Jews he b-gao to shout: 'mur-'urs —ha* a rc you d o l o r . " 

So the b a n d i t s shot him ar.d h i s d r u g h t - • *-b t v e n **..,- ,-ri*ft - . ^ F , 
— -•• -•'•ew <•••• -:- .-.ULQ i.re w a t e r . 
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PROTOCOL -26 

r. Jacob p--.hk'-:nnri, ?5 '-ears old^ --..n "employe - or" tie ""-p. as'' "rom the town 

"bhorr.y Ostrov, nrovince of Fo5Pl.Pi, no--' in "arsau has consented to give the follo'u'ng 

•-ccount of -hat happened in his town -hrrir.r the nogrom. 

Our tc.--n h--r 350 -'ewish families -"urino the vu-r- Post of them were small 

'refers. ,-,o>:.o of rhem vere artisans. T'ne Oent'gles -ere p-rs-ntr ?."-' 1and-owners. 

Before the war the Jews and 'he Christians lived o n v-ry "ooc*. ! .s. 

Until the time of which I am '--Filing here, -v̂ ryth.ing was quiet. At the 

end o:0 October ar " in the beginnin" of hovfvmbcr 1920, the -'isturbances berr-n. One 
i. 

Thursday tb.ore or-r.-eared in our v i c i n i t y , -t the Ga l ' c i an f r o n t i e r , ".mall bond;. 6f 

'Pe r imink in tz i " anP "petbu.rivtgi ". !:_..•:-dlately upon tb.ei a r r i v a l these burr's beean 

to pl l l r .go Jewish houses . 

Polish :. ilit.o.r forces w re s t i l l occuoying our town, j t - a s a f t e r the con

c l u s i o n of peace b e i g e ' n the Bclshe~i '"i and the Fo les , -nd the l a t t .:r wer a rout to 

r e t r e a t . At the f i r s t , the, 'Peril r ' .nkintzi '' be;- -need con t r ibu t - ' ons ; 1C0,CC0 C z r r i s t 

r o u b l e s , 20,000 roubles in go ld , end ] or p o i r 0 f l e a the r appr- rs fo<- b o - t s , e t c . Th«se 

•• I ' < ' . 

"emands " o r e s a t i s f i e d as f ? r as oor-sible . 
fill 

Oncoming hor ro r s were in the a i r - . . J 1 Jews were in a s ' a t o of o o r i c . Bad 
Hi 

rooor t s w-re also coming c'r"P. t he " i o ' h i t y . Jews - e r e b- Ing a s sa i l ed and robbed on 

f e roa""s. Among tl ese ware the fol lowing: Shuchal tcr . " i s ro leh Blank, i 'or- 'ecal 

Leib F i t e l s . 'Foe b^rp;. t s took awa^- ha l f a m i l l i on marks p-c:. "-hem and l e f t 'hem a l l 

naked. Other Je~s were a r r e s t e d , beaten, e t c . 

In the beginning of Fcvembr when the Foi l s • -rmy •"'Ore- r. had <-.lrsc-.dy "acuated 

our town, "he banc's become more d a r i n g In the '"•! a s sau l t s and r o b b e r i e s . On Fov?::.ber 

11 , 1920 there took o lace th t e r r i b l e s l augh te r of the two Jewis'' f a m i l i e s , • brahu-r 
r - i 

and Joseoh " I -b inde r and t h e i r wives anr" 10 c' i l ' - r en . '."heir b'-bi--r were glso b i l l e d 

and a f t e r they - e re dead, the " c u b i t s cut t h e i r h-e-'ds off , detached t; e i r limbs :ni 
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t h e i r tongues . This occurrence h o r r i f i e d the e n t i r e J c ish ro ru lYt ion o-° t i e v i c i n i t y . 

Ihere was no one to a only to for a i d . 

On the evening of Kovemb -r 16 there caf.e unon the h "Is of the r e t i r i n g Bol 

s h e v i s t army bands under Colonel '"--.kovlev, ran to a your.g man yet np- -icn-ved in rornoms.i 

p i s f o r c e , mostly c -va l ry - surround"d the town, and a t a s ign? l of a horr. -"chanting; 

Beat the J<*ws and save Russ ia" , they began to n i i l r g e houses ar.r] s t o r e s . Tho scre-u,-

in? of the v ic t ims was t - r r l b l e . In each h o ' s e entered bv them tho-ri wore soon heard 
I 

horribel screams, sud "enl.y followd b~- silence, u', ich meant that !ueir work was over. 

Thus they continued all night. In the morning it was learned that they violated about 

100 women, killed 4 Je?;s and wounded 200 people. 

This was only the beginning of Pre tragedy. On the next cay a new military 

detachment arrived '.-pict completed the work begun by their predecessors. In the course 

of 2 tours the town w as again plundered, 9 p-:rsnns were killed 3 50 v.-cm-'n were i-iolated 

and 20 Dersons were wourFed. Th small number of dead is accounted for by the fret 

that most of the Jews fled during the night to th«» tillages and tho fields. But the 

oeasants did not permit the Jews to enter the villages .so the Jws lay for 2 nights 

and a b y in the fields, in cold and df-mpness. "Per they heard that the Boksheviki 

came b--ck thev returned to their homes. The-' found the dead and the beavilv wounded, 

in bleed and frozen to the ground all over the streets of the town. 

Scire victims -ere so mutilated, 'hat it was impossible to identify them; such. 

as --sr.deI ?orman, 75 years old, and Feibus'-- teller, a ty-ius p'tient,"2 rears old. 

There were ter-ible scen-s in the .cmsky hospital; there lay all the heavily wounded 

?nd the outraged women who were infected with venereal diseases.. 

The read of the streets and houses were collected. There were1' IS of then, feme 

were headless. The young women stepstein was shot because she "id pot ro rmit them to 

violate her in ifhe street. The typhus patient Piss i'elb.u.rJ wad outraged in spite of 

the fact that her temperature was 4 ". Per father Abigdo.r Fel-'r̂ r v as shot before he r 

very eyes, because he rii-" not have any gold. 
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In the bath they found a dead boy, the insane Fphraim C-arber- Our town 

counted 25 v ic t ims dead, 150 women out raged , aged 12-. r5, and 200 s l i g h t l y and 

heav i ly wounded. The e n t i r e town was p i l l a g e d . 

Shlema Gontchars wife went to look for her daughter and on her way l o s t 

her 2 months old baby. She could not r e t u r n because of the d- ngcr cue could not 

f ind her baby a r ' t e rva rd . But 2 days l a t e r an old Gen t i l e woman or night her the 

baby.xsjtd I t lay in the s t r e e t almost naked end i t was unhur t . 

Jacob Ashkenazl. August S,1921 

P̂ROTOCOL _30 

Pr- Aaron Finokur , 17 years o ld , s s tudent of tho gyiruasiun of the town 

Zaslov, province of ^ 'ohlynia, now in Farsaw, has consented f.o t e l l what happened 

in h i s town during the pogroms. 
i 

Before the war our Jews and Christians, lived, on the best terms. The 

Christians were peasants and land-owners; some were merchants. The Jews were 

dmall traders and artisans. 

Three days before Passover 1919 the Bolsheviki entered, the town, and the 

"Fetlurovitzi" retreated. The Bolsheviki remain d here, 5 months. It was quiet 

during this period. There was in. Fetlura's army a certain ridenko, leader of a 

band which would fall upon Individuals in the dark of the night, beat and ro-c them> 

A.s sen as the Reds began to ore pare for the evacuation of the -own, the bandits 

i t 

began preparations for a pogrom. Their hearers were the same men vbo mrde the pog

rom in Zhitomir- They-wore called "bitchiviki" of Oslicla. The Reds stayed until 

Ohol-Faraoad-Fesa.cn and. were driven out by the "Fetlurovitzi". On Sat m-ay morning 

the 'Fetlurovitzi" entered. They at once began to break into strops -n-1 rob. 

They then went from house to house. At this time they murdered 3 Jews; Abraham 
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Shmuel S inger , a shoemaker, 60 years o l d , a • oman, Tchcrkesskaya, 40 years o l d . 

The nogrom las ted for S davs . 

The Jews - e r e af ra id to le:\v = t h e i r hiding p l a c e s . Tbe .peasants o-t'1 the 

11.1 '• • 

to-n helped r i l l a g e the s t o r e s . Pie bedcloth was, cut pan and s c a t t e r e d m the 
i i n i i 

s t r e e t s . On Saturday the Bolsheviki en t e r ed , anr: \agaln I t w a s ' o - i e t u n t i l Rosh-
i 1 i<" ., .' •'• 

iii; ' i '" , 

Pashona. On Saturday hhe Bolsheviki entered ' end ag--in I4- was bPr'.et u n t i l Rosh-
1"i ( ' • g .1' | 

Pasvona 1919. 

The Poles enter "d tbe town'and stayed hero until June 1920'. '""bile retreatin: 

they robbed the Jerrs, taking away clothing, shoes, undeVwear, money. They also 

cut the beards from the Jews. 

i 

Luring the pogrom of the "pet l u r e I t z i 1 " on" Passover .1918,-, they issued'1 a 

b n ' i 

decree that a l l men of t h e ages 16-45 should, nresent tr er.se lye-s for m i l i t a r y s e r -
' 

v i c e . Five of my comrades and I went to the m i l i t a r y gymnasium for "a'1 c e r t i f i c a t e 
we 

t h a t we wer s t u d e n t s . On th-:.' way back wiepwere a r r e s t ed 6h the charge tha t /were 
Bo l shev ik i , ;nc taken to the of "P. c e o f the commandant. Pr.ere was a company ""of 

' . i i 

soldiers there ready to go to the front. Their !''[eIde.r commanded that we he put to 

the wall and shot. "Fe began to cry and beg,1 saying! that we were innocent. After 

aooealing and beg~in?, for some time we were finally released by another officer. 

On our way back a soldier detained a young man of rbllone, suspecting him of 

t'ein" '* Boishovpki • 

A°ron bmoken. Aug.''9', 1921 
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A l i s t of a l l p ro toco ls t rken of pogroms ; i n Pohlynia 

sec t ions of Ukr^inia Attached 

II it n II 

II II II II 

i- II 'i II 

Oeneral Review of C i ty , Foktcha, ""ohlynia 
I le ln i tza . '^ohlynia 
Fizvhr ,""oh lynia: 
Lubomil, ^"ob lyn ia 

H i s t o r i c a l r ev i e;; of orbhanage r
A2 

b iograph ies of c h i l d r e n in orphr-n=ges ;/'2 and 0'4 
Autobiogrrp: y of Fosiha Oorshr.an 

" Chan a -.verbuch 
r i . - 1 i 1 • Abrar.am eas 

•lactv v i t s i ',' io F-.'tno 
" i r Great 0 l u s t a 
" in Futchatzka Polia 
" ir Luban 

in Foltzitch 
in r"ohlynia in " v i h i l 

P:raine in Tut l e v . 
"oblynia In Old Fcnst.ent inov 

Fcgromb In " 'ohlynia , Flanka 
Fogroms in. r r oh lyn ia , Lubar 
Pogroms In ""ohlynia, Zvih i l 
Pogroms i n " 'ohlynia , in Fam.eny °rod 
Fogroms in "-"lev, (By paint--r Abraham Fan i--ri tz } 
Pogroms in Bib-ova 
Fogroms i n Tchorr.nostrov 
Fogroms in r h i t e Russia in Qorodzjoichi tch 
Sxerpts bear ing on pogrom events in " b i t e Russia. 
"'oh l y n i a , Os trooo 1 
" o h l y n i a , ^as lov . 
Pohlyr.i'-, Slovetchno 
""oh 1 yni a, Romonov 
" o h l y n i a , Ami l i t e r in 
F'ohlynla, Stepetovka ' 
"oh l ' -n i a , Poionne. 

II 

II 

Fogroms 
" 11 

II 

11 

11 

11 

Fogroms 
Poorcms 

of 
11 

i n 
m 

http://Tchorr.no


67 

^PROTOCOL 38 

F r - Abraham R i n g e l , 28 y e a r s o l d , a t e a c h e r of t h e town P o l o n n o , p r o v i n c e 
of 
of " ' o h l y n i a , now i n " > r s ? w , t e l l s what happened i n t h e i r town, d u r i n g t h e pogrom 

P ' 

and up t o t h e day on wh ich ho went to P o l a n d . 

c e f ' o r e t h e \var Jews and Chr is t ! . - -ns liver1, p e a c e f u l l y t o g e t h e r . The C h r i s t i a n s 

were l a n d - o w n e r s and a few of them were a r t i s a n s . The Jews w e r e s m a l l t r a d e r s and 

a r t i s a n s . 
";; : i <•. 
II u . -

A f t e r t he B o l s h e v i k i l e f t i n 1918 , one of ou r l o c a l C h r i s t ! -ns F o b e l t c h a k , 
1 1 • " i 

0'i ni 

a p l a i n , b u t l i b e r a l nP-'dod p e a s a n t 3 became he-d of t h e m i l " - t i p . On t h ? I r s t b a t - 'n 

u r " a y of Pecember , t h e r e a r r i v e " «n emorls'sany of ^ e t l u r a ' s government 1 in. " b ' i h l l . 

Fr c a b l e " a r o e c l a l m e e t i n g of a l l J ewish a l d - r m y n . Pre gave" them to u n d e r s t a n d i n 

'.,'- •". '. y, J 
a d e l i c a t e way t h e sad c o n d i t i o n o4" ' h e u i y r m a n r e v s a t n r e s e n t and t h e i r even 

F 'i'.' ' "bPb.ii I 
p,-,j . |! 

r .ore e io rmv o r o s n e c t s . . lie a t t e s t o r , h i m s e l f a s an ex t r eme r a d i c a l . ,'nKe c o n c l u d e d 
g- , 'll "" 

I ., .- , '"''" 'i' ': r " -. ;• 
h i s sosech w i t h an a s s e r t i o n t ' r a t ? s t h e p e a s : r . t s v e r , ; - - w i n g g r a i n , t h e Jaws o u g h t 

- 7 * ' by, . " ' ' 4 ' ' " ' ' i 
to - i v e money. And he demanded 200 ,000 Roubles i n U k r a i n i a n b i l l s . gh.e a ldermen 
p r o t e s t e d v e h e m e n t l y . I t was r e s o l v e d to c a l l a ger.or<-.l m e e t i n g . At t h i s m e e t i n g 

, i i 

t he Jews d e e ' r e d not t o ' c l v - any money. Then he s e n t an u l t i m a t u m to t h e F e h i l l a h 

o f f i c i a l l y , t h r e a t e n i n g i n c a s e of a r e f u s a l to g i v e money v o l u n t a r y to t o p e t h i s 

money by f o r c e t h r o u g h t h e C o s s a c k s . 

The Jews a g a i n c a l l e d a m e e t i n g . The same At t tman cr-mc t o t h e m e e t i n g 

accompanied by t h e c i t y Commissary and demanded money. I t was f i n a l l y d e c i d e d 

t o g i v e him a l i s t of a l l t h e r i c h Jews of t h e town, ar.d " h a t e v ^ r "each one of t h e m ' ' 
i ,-.. -

;)• •• , ' ' . i i ! 

would g i v e h i m , he shou ld d e p o s i t ; wi th t h e c i t y t r e a s u r y . This plon was c a r r i e d 
. . • ' • . ' i J j i , . . . , . 

t h r o u g h . R e c e i p t s r e r p i s s u e d f o r a l l sums g i v e n . The poor were g lv- 'ng of t h e i r 
II 

il: \"\ 
own free will. To the rich, the emissarv vent accomoariec by'1 Cor-sac-'s. All do-

nated the reouired sums. P'hen the ---taman iwanted to take the Ataman out of the 

treasury, the Starosta did not penr.it it. So he finally left, without money. 

http://penr.it


p 
68 

T i l l pur in 1919 p e t l u r a ' s a u t h o r i t y continued i n ^ P k r a i n i a , ancthus f a r i t 

may be s a i d , i t was q u i e t In FJkrainla. two weeks before burim there beg^u to 

spcear G a l i c i a n "L i t ch iv ik i " on horses and s t a r t e d to p i l l a g e houses and;.-stores i n 

broad dgyiigi t,. At night they were a lso beat ing a l l those who would a t tempt to 

a s i s e a no ise whi le they - e r e robbing. This they continued u n t i l a f t e r Furim. 

Then news reached the people that the r a i l r - a d was oo-m. ~ur the Jews who 

troweled than were i n many cases thrown out of bhe ca r s while the t r a i n was running . 
'• ' ' •' ' :•'"'• t :j ' i.v'lb 

Fany Jows were k i l l e d i n t h i s way. 

The Jews were - 'epressed. I t was impossible to e i t h e r outer or leave the 

town.Two ".ee"'-s before Passover ,iKie "Fetlurov: t'zi " took 9 nror . imnt J e - s of the 

town as hos ts e s , because In Be.rditch.ev, The SsxiHrmrxtsi:—srs^ksTcfcxinc Bolshevik i 

were bea t i ng the Fet-lure-ItsF., Thev coy.and.oc that the lews send -a. ! elegranhi.e mes-
i , •• 

soge to the Bolsheviki to stop killing the ?etlero-'itsi or molesting them, in any 

w v , else thev said, thoy would kill the -Jewish, hostages. The ^allowing wore 

arrested, Joseoh Goldstein, director of the: ban/', Aaron Rats, Lav id Greenfield, 
,;•• I ' 

Abraham Shimtzes, Foishe Oladdy, Fargol, Pearl Lichtstein. The lj"ws were given 

24 hours to carry out - rat was demanded of them. Bo begging helped. Tie persons 

arrested were kept In a e«r at tho railway station. There they -ere undressed 

naked and beaten 'ith. swords over boc:-----s and heads. Their children, who -orld 

somehow make their way to the station to bring them food, w,gP's telling afterward 

of the terrible treatment endured by th'-.- hostages. The Jews a:"ai u called a -.eating 

J ";'".' 
and sent a d .-.legation to th? s t a t i o n . /.ft' r r.any e n t r e a t i e s to b r n c i t s agreed a t 

. • II 

l a s t to accept 200,000 Csar is t baubles . They; demanded and gje-e given i n a d d i t i o n 
i 

to ' h i s , b o o t s , c l o t h i n g and va r ious products ' . Strenuous "f-"onto wevo made i.o 

c o l l e c t a l l t h i s , and the' bos t ag 3 s a l l o^ t h t e s ick ap'P b-okan "n body T'a.n'd c i n d , 

we1-" r e l e a s e d . 

A few -Fys l « t e r there -rpoeared in Polonne a mm who sard ho yygs P'stka 
Pet lura himself . He, st—-.ed in Polonne £ days . r " o - i s a r r i v a l ha issued •••. ca l l 
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to tho Jewish populat ion to ase;.bl i n the s nagcgue, whore he would address brer:. 

Several thousand Jews ca re to the mee t ing / P e t l i r a himself , a man of 70 —ith a grey 

beard , ascended the platform a^d spoke ? :kr-Pr.i?n i t h here ?r.r] there a Yiddish or 

Hebrew sen tence . Pis speech was - s o r t of r«nror»ch to the Jewish peoole fpr i t s conduct 
ii 

Be deplores the t e r r i b l e f a t e of the c h i l d r e n of I s r a e l and the f sc t t ha t so much 

Jewish, blocb i s being shed, go ga^-e d e t a i l s of the pogrom in Pros'u-rov, where 5,000 

Jews were s laughtered in the course of 3 " a y s . I t is as the Jews deserved . The same 

fa te a lso s- .ai ts you and a l l the o ther Jews of u ' - ra in ia . he s-.ic. The only s a l v a t i o n 
i St I ' 

i s "Z-doko Tat 's i l bemoveth" - give money. He wanted •- de lega t ion to come to b.im a t 

9 o'clocd- sharp . Tiuj de lega t ion went to h i s wuorters and negot la ' ^ons s t a r t e d as to 

the sum. Fe was i ven 100,000 Heur les . This he took and sa 'd he was. going to Shepe-

tcvka . There h i s force was s t a t i o n e d . And he promised to use h i s Inf luence with them 

and persuade them not to- come h e r e . The Jews th--n hi red a wagon for him for SCO 

Roubles of Chayim bamslry. On the way he took away the d r l v r s overcoa t . 

After he l e f t , there came to the town s band of "L l t cb iv ik i ". That was Friday 

evening. They a r r e s t ed the nine most prominent Jews of the town and s a i d ; '"the Bo l 

sheviki a r r e s t ed a Cossack in ifisMmanis Homanov, let. the Jews then produce tha t ross 'Cp 

or the nine hostages w i l l be s h o t " They thereupon issued •• pars to t be p o s i t i o n of 

the bo l shev ik i to 2 Jews, who took the d i f fe ren t roads . The two Jews were the riabbi-

Chasir.es and. "br. F a r k s l . The Jews were to r tured s eve re ly . The •r.ecuPP-on Igs ted t i l l 

""'edr.esray. The hostages ere f i n a l l y re leased by the r-.nsom of 20.fi',COO roubles r nd 

many r i f t s . The band lef t the t<-rn. 

On S'.'ndav a new band of pet.iurovit.2i a r r i v d from Berdi tchov c o n s i s t i n g of S00 

men. They too ca l l ed a meeting of the Jews in synagogue, took moray an" c lo th ing r rc 

l e f t , b ight days before P - r s c e r f V r e ^y-'i n came i a band of Potlurovi t s i . They s u r 

rounded the house of P.hertz, a r r e s t ed the two b r o t h e r s , Aaron and Scbr.uel, a teacher 

Azroicha, 1 o ishe S lbe in , Bavid. pasmanik, J e h i e l F i r s c n e r pud r ;en.rie the t i n c m i t h . 

Thev were susoscteb of u -ing a Bolshevis t Revolutir par— Committee. They -ore taken 
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to ? ra i lway s t a t i o n , put to a w a l l , subjected to t e r r i b l e t o r t u r e s and then s h o t . 

That same night the Bolsheviki besieged the town. Everybody 'rid wherever one 

could . Early in the morning? tbe town - as s t i l l in the h---n.cs of the " F e t l u r o v i t z i ". 

In the market place they cought a young man, Schleime Lorfman, undressed him and then 

Iril led Mm on the spo t . About 4 O'cloct- in the morning the Pol - be->-?P-i -ntored the town. 

On Prion"-- evening the 9 Jews, who were ' - l l l ed a t the s t a t i o n , -.ore i. rough. 1. in end 

b i : r ied . On the road they found ? wounded J e w , ' t h e son of Chayim " ••Poirel who died a 

few da--s a-'M.-̂ r he was borurbt i n . The Reds remained in the town fo r 8 days and then 

again hod to r e t r e a t . The Jews f led to the.'. surrounding towns and- follow ed the b o l 

s h e v i k i . -- rry wom-'-n gave c i r t h to ch i ld renon the way. On Sunday n igh t the P e t l u r o v - '' 

I t s i entered the town and. at once k i l l e d Blie F o r i e l , ' iPvid bhiedwasser . "'Bromover they 

found i n the town the-/ t ea t s e r i o u s l y , "ha t eve r they found i n the houses they e i t h e r 

took wi th them or des t royed . They ruined the e n t i r e town. ri'rAs l a s t ed 8 days . Luring 

t h i s time thev a lso h i l l e d in e neighboring v i l l a g e 23 Jews, the wife and children, of 

F i l e Berr.an and. o t h e r s . 2 - eeks af ter Passoverihe Bolsheviki entered and stayed 

u n t i l Tamuz. -e fore they l e f t the town they ordered a m o b i l i z a t i o n . Then the young! mer 

h i e , b c-vse they die not t-an.t to g'oint the Red Army. Then the Revolut ionary Com

mi t t ee made searches and a r r e s t ed 52 Jews and c a r r i e d them away to Z v i h i l . As soon 

. . . . I 

as these b2 Jews ar -ived in b v i h i l , the boko lov- t r i " who rus t r.tered t i e c i t y , k i l l e d 

them as Bo l shev ik i . These same Sokolovlz t i a l so c? . . ' to Polcnre ?rr ruled t h e r e . 

O i l l i n t c h , a hoolcgrn and the spn of a p r i e s t joined them, -a was d i r r c t o r of the 

l o c a l gymnasium --Rich -as maintained by Jewish money. The Sokolcvi iz i b.'grn to plunder 

the town and bea t tho Jews. 

On 'iisho-Beab anx armed train, of the Feds came to the s t a t i o n and began f i r i n g 

at the town. The Soko lov i t r i then f l e d . Later the F e t l u r o v i t z i apa i - entered the 

town, remained In i t 2 months and then l e f t . After S:'kkoth the Poles came i n . 1'hey too 

robbed although on a smal ler s c a l e , and cut bea rds , the holes were followed by 
the Bolsheir iki , who had been chasing them from Kiev and the e n t i r e Ukraine . Budennv's 
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Cossacks, were then part- of the Red Army. And. these Cossacks1 began to rob.be'-1 and 

v i o l a t e women. Te r r ib l e SGre^mr were heard gl'l no rh t . In the morning i* became known 

tha i the b r idges were bu rn ing . T-e Fet lurovl t r i were e:rveo*eb to r e t u r n , Towards 

"veuinc- the" reentered the town. About 10 horsemen. came! to tho hour-e of Abraham 

Ri n r e l °rd shouted . Give us food and money. These the"' -"ere g iven, then they —ent 

i n to each house and violate.." over 200 Women of the toT7n in the most b a r b a r i c r.ar nor. 

'"hole barb's of them went from hor.se tdii house and committed v i s hor r ib le . I'ojitrage In. 

the presence of the women's p o r - n t s . One f a t h e r , sBr*-b?m Kratchik at tempt."d to defend 

h i s only daughter . They s p l i t b i s head - I t h a sword}'. P.ary g i r l s they c - r r l -d awry 

wi t'r them. 

Many J e - s ran to t h e i r Christi ' -T neighbors wi th th.-: i n t e n t i o n s of h id ing i.n'j 

" 'h 1 ' • ". i 

their hoir.es. But not all the C ris'l-ns had the enrage to 1st the Jew's in. The 

bo-v-dits entered the synagogue, tore uo the Tora.s and other holy books:;: and redo 
I " 

t.hr̂ ug"'" th ° streets with fragments of them on tlvlr bayonets. 
Ill' 

On Tuesday, the s econ/1 d-y of Sukkoih, when the b- r .b i t s were thought to have 
t 

l e f t , the Jews went i n t o Ri ngel s o>-se, in tend ing to bur;'; the cor uses which lay xh3HXS 

t h e r e . Of-course the re was a -~rea.t wai l ing a* this- . Suddenly a bard re turn • --'• • and 
' ' ! ' 0 

I II 

beaming the loud o u t c r i e s arc v a i l i n g , the'* entered this house . They took array •?T*ory-

tbl'-'g t'-oi-.. r-as --'nd then thro*.; i bomb in to tbe house. The corrr.es were xkrrrxnxuEx 

b l o - r uo In to p i e c e s . Thus they do. inat'.ep the town :'or ten P y s . i u r i n g t h i s time 

the fown was t o t a l l y dovo.stated. Abraham Li mines,, 6b years old was P i l l e d b caube' he 

had no money to -ive the b a n d i t s . Leib 'Feinstock los t - r.eye". '. o i she Sclu-chtir.an 

was wounded. I t r l k Rep-elovltch was sho t . 

After these bards l e f t , th!e,| Foles r - t u - r ^ P . They also robbed. F r . ' - ingel 

'-''•'. , ' P '•.•'•• 

hid i n the; ga-"ret o" the syna~og i"e, and Mrey d-j •• not find him. n e cape to by rsaw i n 

T-'o-'-ember 1P2Q. F-r f a the r and mot r " e r e a lso 1"T l lcd, and thus h" i s an o r b r - r . 

Be wants to go to America. He has ho--, —or. beer, ""fused i •"is'arl 

-".b rah. am Rib gel.. 
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PSOTOCOP j:S9 

t'r- Brlman C i r r b e l , 2S yea r s o l d , a s tudent of Libau, r ' i s t - i q t of Z v i h i l , iprov-

~oh lyn ia , no™ in"" rarsaw, has consented to r e l a t e - ' -t haonenod in h i s town 

{ii, i 

nng the oogror, --v^ u n t i l he went, to " ;a-saw. 

Before t h r w<-r the Jews an" the Chris-Pans l ived n n t e peaceful Iv and o n ghe 

bes t terms with one avofh.e-r. I-o excesses —or occurred . The C h r i s t i a n s *-c-o land

owners, nsrt ' ly a r t i s a n s , -,,,,.o.r'1"rs sub merchants . The Jews "-ere sm"li t r ade r s and 

a r t i s a n s . There arc 26 l e a t h e r f-'-c.-orles in our to—n, -bout S-10 of thorn are o u l t e 

l a r g e . 

Th torn l i e s on the bank of -pe r i v r Slush.tch. The Poles toot: the town i n 
l } 

the en." of 1919 an," held ^t, t i l l Fay 1S20. I n June 'hey mrrch-^d on Kiev- 7rh«n they 

r e t r e a t e d they made a stand at Lubar- They had t h e i r p o s i t i p r s on the S v i s l o t c h , u n t i l 

the Bolshevik i began to chase them back to Poland.:Puri ng t h i s tlmu the town was under 

Soviet a u t h o r i t y . IFhen the Bolsheviki were h e r e , t h e i r domination was not f e l t hare , 

except by the l e a t h e r manufacturers , of whom they of ten r e o u i s i t i o n e d l e a t h e r or 

g.onev. 

A r t e r P.osh F'-sbonah the P o l s h c i s t army r e t r e a t e d toward F iev . The connect ion 

of our town with p-.-> rail-? ay - a s severed . Fr.e i n h a b i t a n t s d: •-' n o t 'mow what r as 

going on. They only saw tho bo lshevik i r e t r e a t i n g . They were followed by the Po les . 

As a l a rge nar t of the Bolshevis t army here cons i s ted of Buder.ny's CosracPs, thev 

f o l i c " "d c lose ly the Pen Army uoon i t s r e t r e a t r;d i n each town they would -"i nd. the 

Revolutionary Conm.it.tee and k i l l them. The r e t r e a t o^ the army las ted fror:. Rosh-

Pashonah t i l l Yom hipour . T> ev di.-" not know themselves -ho was chss ing them, the 
i i . II j 

Poles or Buderny s Cossacks, who were then very h o s t i l e towards the o ther nart..?. of 

the Red Army- The Poles went a f t e r Bucenny's Oossacks. I t was ou ie t during the time 

of the evacuat ion of the Bolshev is t army. There were however, s-ver-- 1 cases of r-bblr.g 

the Jews i n the town. 

On the morning of August 23,1220 there came by the F-lonne highway s eve ra l 
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horsemen. They car.'-' to Jewish, houses and Aerrarded sac]:s. They r torod ria^y boused 

?n J commanded the noodle to take off t b e i r be : "o r clotbinrr and shoes . A g r e a t panic 

thereuoon broke out in the town. I t -.rr-s said that a grer '* force of Cossac1'." was -"'oil ow

ing '.hese horsemen. Fe^rwb.ile they robbed - l a t . - vu - t ray .-ould, i O'-ey, j ewe l ry , a r t i c l e s , 

and bea t the Je-ws. Al l the Je' s then began to hide in the e e ' l a r s and ip. f " o ' - r e t s . 

Part of the:., - e n t to C h r i s t i a r s wi th who they were acou^inted . For a l l C h r i s t i a n s 

-•...a-oted. to take in Jews, "or thry feared that the Cossacb-s would k i l l them, too . ""hen 

evening came, the Cossac1."" had o mo i^r.g "nd discussed a nlan of the norrom. P..ere 

were S0C0-10000 Jews in our town. The Coss'.-chs bec'lped to make -be' norrom wi th cold 

wranor.s on ly . They divided the town in to q imr te rs and s t a t i oned small grou.os, each 

one - i t h a leaFer- Ail the p a r t i e s —ere to a t t co - ' the r -spect ive houses s i ; .u l tabonesiy 

so t h a t tho i - h a b i t a n t s sh-oulp not b ' v e a chance to e scape . About r - b o ' c l o c k at ni'urht 

the e n t i r e town, was c~.'-uni-->d by th u.urd r e r s ".ho wort-rd sys t cma t i ca l lv -11 r i ht 

through. Pr--y robbed, v i o l a t e d a l l -orien, e.veo those of bO y e a r s , and ' - i l l d overvon.e 
ouicklv 

who a i d ro t give them mone"/-=nou-:h. There was ro noss ib le ' scare for the*? were i n a l l 
"t 

houses. All ni ht terrible screams of l'n tortured, vi. later nru1 beaten were heard I n 

the town. V.o one could come to t.hoir rescue. '.bout midnight the first flame broke from1' 

our house (Mey- r Girszhel) vb-ich was first -u.llâ ed -rr' then S' t '"'ire to. There was 
i 

no one in true '.'ouse. Th-'t night abut ?.C oersons were I'll led, 200 wound d and a great 

number of women violated. 

ilere is a list of tie p rsor.s killed: 

"or~eoai Gan, 70 years: Foishe -•-arr:oliqs, 44; C: • ra, his "b.fe, 40, was first 
violated: Ferschel "eT.Omo-.-sky, 36; Per cbel StambnlrP.gr. 60: ' irscr Feh.uba, 40; pearl 
his wife, 40; pinchus bazulin, 55; icishe Fershenblit,5C, Jacob Fillman, IB; Zalman 
Sofer, 62; Shloma P"ssiker, SO, kill-ri while sleeping; Jacob jS? ndler, 12, Abr-h'-m Rex-
nick,60: Anshel Anser, 33, Starosta of the town; Yisroel LP... •"-•rfinkel, ! aua.ger of 
Pharmacy of the Ar.~r.lcan Committee;: Rivka Zetser, 50; Abraham Po.arashin, "5; Brocha 
Char--shln, 30; Esther 'vIkitz,60; Aaron Sh.einir.ar.., ?0; his - -fe, 70; Jacob :-bs*eln: 
::ath--*n. i;2ssenstein, 27; benjamin W&issborg, 40; Rivkk'--ass, 55; Yisroel Rotschik, 20 
abnorr.' 1: T:oishe Sarar Fahar; b'aman pron, 24; Chaya. Rpisel ' osskaya, 64; Alter Sleeer 
65: Jacob Joseoh Foltun, '60; rlsther Zemliak, 62; pi tchok Podsb^r, 15: Plieseo Feldman, 
32; Jacob Ca-t'-r, -"'0 slaughterer, Fever Borfr.an, 35: •'ordeot'i Fernnick, 35; S->r̂ -h 
Chaya Funnlck, 46; It'a Leah ^an.delman, 63, Ethel Oieershel, 65, bober Tmper, -'5, î eile 
Sandler, 50, Pisroel Sabdler, 23-, hr-r son., Bay id, 12, Israel Skolnick, 15, Boi le . 
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horsemen. They came to Jewish houses and eman'-ed saci-s. They --riored many boused 

and cou.r.ar.ded the p o c l e to tak~ off t h e i r b e t t e r c lo th ing and shoes . A g r e a t pa r i c 

tbereuoon broke out in the town. I t w-s said tha t a - r o r ' force of Coss^ct-s - a s r'c 11 ow

ing tp.ese horsemen. FlearwhiTe they robbed Pha' ev-'r P a y could , u o ' e y , j ewe l ry , a r t i c l e s , 

and beat tbe Jews. All the Je' s then began to hide in the c e l l a r s and the g a r r e t s . 
. ; ' . . ' , " I ' l 

Part of the: , r e n t to Gkri.** H - r s - . i th win: they were acquain ted . Pot a l l C h r i s t i a n s 

-••anted to take i n Jews, P r they feared tha t the Cossacks would k i l l the-.. , too. "'hen 

evening e.ar.e. the C-or sacks ha" a me- f5n-g "nd ^i 'ciuE"!] a nl^n of the uorrom. Pp~re 

were- 6000-10000 Jews in. our town. Tbe Cossacks fi-cirkr to ibabo the pogrom wi th cold 

weapons on ly . They d i v - dec vhe town in to ouor t e r s ard s t a t i o n e d small gr-uros, each 

one - 1 t h a l e a v e r . All the r^ r i l e s - e r e to at tac1- the r e spec t ive houses s lmul tabeously 

so t h a t t h - i -hobi t--nt" should not t ' - -e a chance to escape . About S-P o ' c l ock at n i r h t , 

the e n t i r e town was occunied by th mure r e r s who worked systems t i r .ally --11 r i ht 

through. Th'-y robbed, v i o l a t e d o i l --omen, even those of 60 , ,->ars, and M i l d o.vervor.e 
auicklv 

who di •-" n o t give then. mere- 'Anciuh. Ibere w=? no poss ib le escape -""or they were 'n cl"> 
y ii ' up 

houses . All n i -h t t e r r i b l e screams of th " c r t u r e d , v i l a t e d r.rd bea ten were heard in 

the town. Fo one could come to t h e i r rescue:. 'bout midnight f'-e f i r s t flame broke from 

our house PMey r CPrszhel) which was -"'irst M i l l r - e d any tPen sot f i r e t o . Ther-' was 

no one i n the house . That night --c-b ?-0 persons wer-.- ' - ia led , 2CC. wound, id anr' r r^eaC 

number of • omen v i o l a t e d . 

i-'ere i s a l i s t of Pre p rsor.s F i l l e d : 
'•'ordecai 0-an, 70 y e a r s ; Foishe F a r " o I I e s , 44; Cb-na, h i s -*rife, 40 , was f - r s t 

v i o l a t e d : Persohol Zernor:o*~sky- 36; Per chel Stambr.lsky, 60; ; - r s c h Fohuba, 40; Pea r l 
Jjis -wife, 40; Pincbus / .azul ia , 55; I oishe F e r s b e r b l i t , 3 C , Jacob Pi l l r . ' -n , IS ; Zalman 
Sofer , 62; Shloma Hussikor , SO, killed, whi le s l e e p i n g ; .iscqb S i n ' I e r , 12, Abraham Rez-
n i ck ,80 ; Anshei Anzer, 63 , S t a r o s t a of the town; Yisroel Leib. 0 - r f ink 'F i , • anager of 
Pharmacy of the American Committee:: Rivka Ze t se r , 50; Abraham Iha rash in , 35; Procha 
Char--shin, 30; Esther : t ' l k i t z , 6 0 ; Aaron Sh.einr.an, "0 ; h i s - r i fe , 30; Jacob 'Fibs'-ein; 
"'•• than r ' a s s e n s i e i n , 27; benjamin P'ei s sbe rg , 40; Riyka 0-as-, ~b; ":"isroel Rotschik , 20 
abnormal; "o i she Sarar Fabar; Fa.rn.an pvrom, 24; Chaya Se i se l posrkaya, 64; Al ter S l e e e r , 
65; Jacob Joseoh Fo l tun , '60; Esther Zemliak, 52; Yitchok Fodzhar, 15; F l i eze r Feldman, 
52; Jacob Canter , 40 s l - m r h i e r e r , Peyer Lcrfm-sr, 35; ' o r d e c a i Fomwaick, 35; S^.rah 
Ch^ya Funr ick , 46; I t a Leah nar.delman, 63 , Ethe l Gieorshel, 65, Pober I "-per, 4 5 , Pe i l e 
S a - d l e r , 50, " i s roe l Sandier , 23, her s o n . , I - v i d , 12, I s r a e l 5ko.inick, 15, Beile . . 
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Cantor , 55; P e t t a Leah 0—its, 60; R-chsl p-" ' l l ik, 28; Rachel Srotkow'sky, 60, Cbvna 
" i • I 1 . 

A l t e r , 19. 
'. - i i 

n.os-'des 30C persons were severe ly wounded. 
i • ' ;• • 

I t w-'S puie t - ' r in the mor-'' ng. in the s t r e e t s " v o i r v-ere s t i l l a f r a id to 

an near. S t i l l s r r a l Jews " e r t u r e d out io - sk the band" t s what the?' .wan t . -p. This 

de lega t ion Inclubed; SV alo:r. ~"els eberg, "beryl Segal , Leiz'-r Segal and h o more Jews. 

They went fo the s t a f f h id : had i t s nuenters in th ' houses of b-n:-le Fat z and Joseph 

Balk. The s t^ f f to id the de lega t ion t h a t they -.ould not beat the Jews, they only 

wanted l e a t h e r - Tie ~olegation agreed to r iv them as much l e a t h e r as they wanted. 

Pre-* brought to th" s t a f f - 1' r~ "-agon a l l lo: bed with l e a t h e r . The b a n d i t s l a t e r 
6 '- ' - hi 

went ro the l e a t h e r ?-.ctori es thex^elves rn* took •: ~r--t'nir. away. Fury soon the 

o l l l " g i n g was r e su rvd . " ' ego ' i a t ions •': i not lead to any r e s u l t s . The da1* passed 
- • : - ; ' " ' 

without v i c t i m s . At night they -• r.cre-- se" the i r murderous work, -s a g a i n s t the p r e -

vious -o r i : . They drank an" ran ro a l l houses rn.c v io l a t e : ' a l l -omen. They took 

•wav a l l w lua-b-le a r t i c l e s and -"octroyed e- reryhting in. Pre ••ouses. The Jew i-pchnar. 

Gan was con: an. bed to P v e un a l l his money. They ho*was to ld to oiace his f i n g e r s 

uoon the *able arc they choc—ed off a l l h i s -'-;-:-«rs with a s r e r d . One of the band

i t s came "• r to Fr. f-ornberg and d o- r-r d,ed to be ex ex in^'d. Ib is t h e nbysicjan did 

and " r - s c r i b e d mod', c i n e . P-e bar "i t s *F on to ld him -o -n' .-ess naked and they took 

?-?°y a l l h i s c l o t h i n g . Tpe cases of v i o l a t ing the women were —rv c r u e l . Thev would 

catch -.omen In the s- r e s t s , drag them i n t o a house and each wer:Id be outraged by 

20 b'-pdj ts . 
i n 1 :i , n ; , 

The nog rom las ted 3 days . After t h i s they l e f t , '.he i n h a b i t a n t s were eve-r-

•• I. J i 'Hi 

joyed; in fan t ry of "he Foishe v a n began to a r r i v e . They saar tney -ould keep order 

in the town. On the same d .̂y tv.eir e lder addressed the Jews and' 'assured then tha t 

he and n p s - o l d i e r s we"-"- no pogrom makers, an" t h a t no one would -ce r.-iolested bv 

them, so that the Jews might r e t u r n to t h e i r peaceful occupa t ions . 
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The i n h a b i t a n t s r u v s a t i s f i e d . They c o l l e c t e d the dead and v.Uri ed them.On 

F.onday "eg: m i l i t a r y d<->tachmert s d isappeared, and they again s t a r t e d to r o b , going 

s y s t e m a t i c a l l y from house to house . Ih.oir plundering l a s t ed "or over 2 weeks, u n t i l 

Pol ish P r c e s entered the town, on 'he 17th of October, 192C . 

This 'ogro... - a s organized a f t e r the "ollowing oP.n: The town " ? s divided 

"ntc 2 oa r t s by a br idge e rec t ed across i t . Turing the ni"h t the s o l d i e r s were ir, 

•he new oar* of the town where the Jewish oooula.tion i s sma l l , bur in" the day they 

were in the new uar t o-"' t he tio-vn'. Fere they ferme-o gro ~v for p i l l a g i n g . IFoon 

en te r ing a hous - they looted -'or r.on.ey, j ewel ry , c l o y i n g and valuable a r t i c l e s . 

The oeassnts of t h e surrounding v i l l a g e s co l l abora ted v l i h them. I hey would come 

with wagons, take a i r the bedcloth arr the good's of the s t o r e s , even the ' ' ' - rn i tu re 

an" ho:r ehel'c o r t i c l e s , ard ^ u p r .-o. home. S" mult a neouclv the-- *-ould v i s i t the 

l e a t h e r f a c t o r i e s and t ake array t h e i r fir-" si ed "ob raw l e a t h e r and ^.Iso t - e v.a. t e r i a l s 

for vork-ng l e o t h a r . Pollcwing Is a l i s t c" tho m& an ̂ ac tubers - ; v s e l e a t h e r faetor- 'e 's 

we- r p i l l a ~ e d , no bring but. tbe Ai t.ches being l e f t . : Poryl r-'hlmsber and b i s two sons , 

Peyer G i r s k e l , Jos-rub Pe lk , *Pcbael ba lk , Jacob Zuloz, Pot to 1 Pis H and c P b r s . The 

lo s s of oroper ty In the f a c t o r i e s amounted to m--ry m i l l i o n s , b"> - •••r.tire loss of 

u r o p e r t - i r t'-̂ e truvn I s b - ing e s^ma ted a j - mi l l ion : .vr '-s. Several P-rge m i l l s r r r e 

also o i l l a - e c , the f l o u r and ent i re inven'or;/ heir. tr. ken away. Of th*"- e n t i r e town 

only ''our O" f i v e houses remained < -tou.'-boc. 1000 houses war - l i t e r a l l y l e f t b a r e . 

pver thr - a l l s , f l o o r s ard c e i l i n g s had b re r broken up, --ben the bandi ts larked, for 

t're nlaces -""here money might have bo-r h idden, " e s t <-•'' th/- - i rdows -nd doors had 

beer broken. The Jewi di nooulatio*" is 'J most e n t i r e l y d ftc-rive**' of c lo th Ins* and 

shoes . 

lu r ing the pogrom mapy Jews fled to th s*>rrnur:bi >->•.• "o-'-ns : • Polonno, Os t ronol , 

0"'d-i-'onst a*ntinov, n , - i t r e v . Afte1- tbe. o-ogrom the Jews of trie neifr hborin** -ov-ns sen':t"'i 

I n wagons of bread and r r" 4 c?,Trf:r4:s. Mrero v e r s mav,v s i c k suf f f r ing with + v^tius '-ncl 

o ther contagious " i s e a s e s . Sir: *•'-errand Jer-s were l e f t - ' i tboy: c lo th ing -.nd -p thout 
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bread . Fair* of the su f fe re r s came to Foland, in tend ing to go to America. After the 
• I II 

pogrom t h - r e came de lega tes from Ar'-rica to t-1- o w r the i r f r . i l i e s . 

Fr • O-irshel came to America t o g c h e r .-i th ' r . Ch.aihel C-bason, as e e l - g a t e s to 

procure '•el-of for t p e s u f f ' r e r s . r-e irt-udr: in tends }o -o toAru-r ica . wptrrrr 8 days 

a f t e r the dooart .rre of the de lega tes i n November ISblO, the 'own - a s repccupied by 

for- Fols'--eviki "-bo are hold'-n^ i ' to '''he a b s e n t r?.v. 
I ,; e 

"~h -. n-'ver th - s t a f f "•"oulb art- r 'he town. Ft would set'" i t s oxu-rb-rs ":.ong 

the Russian p o n u l - t i o n . "ho-n the staf 'f ocoupif. d a iou-so that house was l e f t - a l o n e . 

The" would c;-:r o r e s e r t s of the masters of' i r e house, V- ' hduce thbi to s t a y longer , 

""owever immediately upo- the s u r ' f s d pa r lu re the s o l d i e r s would p i l l a g e i t . Thus 

wh.er the s ta f f l e f t the house of r'errzle ---;tZj one of *'-" cer commanded. "Take ovo'ry-

i i |., ,| i , ,1, , 

th ing out of the hor . se ." rbnd he h . : . r e l f part ic l e t eb in the robbg-y. 

.1 11 

Zalm-n "Prahe l 
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PROTOCOL ^'41 

" p . ' ordecai i e ib Sobarke, a st-up^nt of the 7th c l - s s o p the gymnasium v':' the 

town Os t rono l , Zvih i l d i s t r i c t , g 'or i r .ce of "Sohlyria, now i r ""arsaw, t e l l s what 

hanrc'ne-d i n his town -drub ng the yygroms. 

In ISIS when ' he BolshevI1--' r u l e - h e r e , t h e r e were? foni.ee in the v i l l a g e s 

orb - o r ' s bands of S'hepals,Sakalov- t z i and o t h e r s , named F i f Pre sgents of 

Fe' . lura s bands . I'h^r they o r ' - n i r e d in our to-n a Jewish se l f -de fense undor the 

l e a d e r s h i p of la 1 man Bie'!o'*rsnitzky -.of -5c ha e l Cantor- The company cons i s t ed of 

abou* "CO p e r s o r s . "hey had. ?0 r i f l e s and a ;, ac- :'> n gun. Xi'T^ •': i t p a t r o l s were 

Placed in • 11 orris of the town, or th r r i v e r Slutsch and •*•: tha ' r i d g e s , before 

the se l f -defense was of-gyni zed.} the re would oc-ur a s s a u l t s by ti-- oeb.s-nts of t i e 

vie- n i t y . S u t when the peas a r t s -'riun-" out t h a t a s e l f -oof - v s e was ac t ive , they 

si core.-' t] rir a s s a u l t s . 

111 
At t h e end of 1P1P " r l a r ^ s ariry a r r i v r i . r"b * poasar t s •• oorheb, tha t Ore 

Jews hyd "eapons , a1"" the Pet luro- 'p tz i began 'o Pi re at the town, '-they entered i t 

l a t e r *r>.r~' i:r_., --.otely H I " " " the -7ew Se l lg Stelmak, br years o l d . Th-y began to 

r i l l a ~ e J-'v.-'rh houses . Al l night were heard screams of t h e r e b e a t e n . The c or.mane 

Permitted to rob in the course of 12 t r -u - s . In. the morning •• de lega t ion went to 

the colonel to - sk him ac s top the pogrom. He -errand ed ,"ery r - ••• of wes no ri 

-before order would be r e s t o r e d . So they brought hi . r. U i r arm? •: rP i t becpm:-

q u i e t . 

At the er^" Q--> |y . e s.ame fu;p.--r another ba.nd of S ~ - r i i v i t ? i i f , n r , r . . 

Oikkov-r-r S"-ns 'ogue ^n" — ourricd s ix Jews t h e r e ; the se:rton, Pve r wore " ' infers 

they cho-ccd of:", so t : at he ''^eti on the followin:-: r o r n i n g ; Cb.ayir Mil: r. , curved 

r i e c - --her; ..'oder..an, ^i^ of h i s —curbs, '•< pcrrr-r., whor--' f n.i !"-•--' c ' - o r y off , and 

2 other Jews were severe ly wounri^d. After th i s the ban"' l e f t . 

Oo L'ecembe-" 25 1019 when r s t l v r s ' s arr.y b e s a r to f a l l to riP-aes, the Foles 
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en te r se the town, a force of 100 x.o vit F F lans , boon t h e i r en t rance thev began to 

bea' the Je - s w i t h t h e i r bayonets anP iP.haikas. In the morning the Colonel en ra ne

ed tuA. o ryir-e copula t ion bo assemble at the : Cat Fol ic church. AIL men J e - s arb £i:ir.±y. 

Ch ris t l ans ""-'-e, " r iven out of t h e i r rouses . , "hen a l l -vere. a-ss'ofobled in f r o n t of t h e 

church, the Colonel s ter-u e 'Pfor :aro nv.c d emanded'-.that",' he Je.-s s t r i p on one r i d e 

and. the C h r i s t i a n s on the o t h e r , your.g and old seoar r-tely - Prie b lurs stood wi th 

the r i f l e s ready to shoot . Then the Colonel ec .. •Tr-v. ape v cody to b r e e l and take 

h i " ha t off . P ier - was at that time a --rea* s thw, . And' : he Colono'l' then de l i ve r ed 

a soeech, r a - I n g t h a t the JC-T'S'!';' ad weapons'find wb.pyv.--r would no1 surreub -r h i s arms 

•ould be s} ot . Those w'po renliedj. in th,r- af'ri n.;ati-- wore allowed to ~o home and 

br ing t h e i r v r r u r s , Those .-'ho df-niod ho-vin- weso"ns a- -u"' ''"rown unon the -T . - J 
' '•• ' • -" " " , . i,„iS|i V::,; " ' ' ' " ' , , " 

undress'"- rake-'" an" ": oaten v-.^y s--verely. This ev -cu ' lon l a s t c " tVort XC o ' c l ock 

in the morning t i l l o O'clocV inbiher af t rnoon. . . Then -f tor a fev, blows'witfi' the'"'' 

S'.-ords the puople were chased hoi;-.. 

An t h e folFowi r.g -v- 1000 peasants org-: r i^ed anyr "rove . tho Popes o u t . Put a 

day l a t e r the'- reiur'-'ri- —l+h a s t rong y ?rmv cnd cariho.n r-P " she l led hpe t o-^n. The 

colonel r»r: '• t i g " r'-'e r.o"bi r s to '-ob for 1? bo< r s . Ard a l l ni '-ht the xolbT—r'-bs 

soihriers were pl ' -nv^ring louses and s t o r e s . P-ey loaded Swal-'-ns "'- th goods1--nd 

o lo tb i r . - anr"' c r r i e d them °wav. 

" s e g i r r i n g of the ewe of Tom I'Porur -z.no t i l l Chom Fomael c r t s o-' tb,a .vacl is t 

ing Polsh ev i s t arrPes passed •. "through our town, pnd^ony s Cossacks p rac t i c - l ly l a i d 

-'joste the .-—fire t.o*vn. Pnev a r r e s t e d the .'.or *- uuomir. -r* men c o r r a l l e d t'-er.. *o 

give "hem money, c caned a l l s tores ' -'-oo took/Fever--thi1"' out tog :i'her ' ' r the oearr.otj 

r:'-,-.ô T do^y-TYo -̂ fhe Inh:abitar t s of -Si 1 c lo th ing leavlr: ' them'-3.11,. ba.refoot a.rP n--k"d . 

The-* took away a l l F O P T , e r-atnuk s ;:on g and then.5 . ot .him. The bai ' " i t s epetered 

the h^use of b'abarko anri demanded money. Tpgr they - or" g iven . ^a.ter they u anted 

t 0 V i . - , i a te l aba rko ' s - - f e . Per husband i n t e r e f e r e d •s'o1 they' wounded him '-"'ith a 

sword, and beg-u " i r i n g at the' house. In the course of t : i s shoo t ing , Jhleime 
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Z a b a r k o , a youn* mar. named Per jar. i n - oA -Sec "ec-htman wore wounded.. Jus t , then my 

s i s t e r Chan?, baborki ' e n t e r e d . S e e i n g what was. go ing on she s t a r t e d t o s c r e a m . Thej 

s l o t h e r jnv she f e l l f r s r i n t h e c o r r i d o r . 15/ f a t h e r A od h ' o u r s l a t e r . The 
p;< it 

.. ' I , 

a u t h o r of t h i s account was at t h e time r i d d e n . uh.r. he t r i e d to e n t e r t h e ' r o u s e , 
i •• •'•' . i i l ' t - .'':','' 

the*' f i r e d at h i r v b u t : i s s e d big: , i-a-tur h.e h id i n £ c b l l a t . 

' II,,,, I • ">'j 
At 'he S-.::.-'- t ime they came i n t o t h e house of ":'? t c h o k ' cm .. r rovmovskv and 

i , i 

demar-'ed money of h i m . Fe was i l l anvil or i n b e d , so i bev shot h i m . The b r o t h e r s 
• ' 1,(11 

T ' r u t c ' e r we re s h o t • ben t h e v t r i e d to run •". a" from, the b a n d i t s . One was 18 y e a r s 
.,: I ll . ' , . A . 

o l d , t h e o t h e r 14 . On t h - t -Ay 7 -«;p re ^IPl .ed sod 'P.a ry uoundod . 
1 ii I 

For two days i t ' l r a s a g a i n o u i e t . The, Jews began to b u r v t h a i ^ c a d . Sud-
\ - ,1 I •• , 

! ( 
d e n l y tl ? some b a n " P s -raturn-rc •-•nr begin* t h e i r p l u n d e r i n g vork anew. r u r n l . t u r e 1 i | 
was ch-oopcd t o - - ' e ce s and y,,,̂ ,, s t , r e • t s were, - " - l i ed w i t h f e a t h c - r s of the p i l l o w s . 

V > i ' I I, 
,,';; ,1 • • 1 idV 

The; 'wer-- c l o s e l y f o l i a r ed vri i h t he oeasb.nt.s - h o came w i t h -a- -one any took ': 11 houss 

hi "t" 
ho le or• i c l e s a w a y f rom t h e m s e l v e s , r ' e a n n r " u r t h e r m a s s a c r e s the Jswf- l e f t f o r 

1,1 • • 'i, !" ! • • ' ; 

Old K o n s t a n t i r . o v . which was h e l " V*-- the b o l e s . Al.-.ost thai e n t i r e t.owr. ,i r. e l u d i n g 
I'.'j ' ' : 

the c h i l d r e n en." t h e r e on f o o t . 

' . ' • ' . ' ' i ' 

A' the same t i m e a -Jewi s - . c.eleg-;b i o n an goa lee to "be band i t s ' : , off.er.tng them 
11 

money and ?. s k i n r th.em to s t o n t h e nofe.ro ras . in t h e r elisg at 10 n -.ore irP.;s,iif b a u f o r , 
' . j . , . 

F n i a Finf.'-r an" o ' P r s . The1 b a n d i t s com a n r o c Lei sex i<au:'''-r to leaf them to h i s 
•p 

h o u s e . Fe had a t home a -'-own u*-> d a u g h t e r and was jfr-nib t o +ake the3 ban-p- ^s 

th.ero . he th e^e f c-e led them by s P ; e h' r e s t s so the** s--ot h i m . The v i s i t s o f 

t h e b a n d i t s last..-'3 t h r e e w e e ' - s . Pn - • p, tir-a town i s row i n r u i n . 
. , ' '•>! A ' 

' V . -ab-orka came to "arsaw i n - ' ' o n l ' 1941 'anc Ir. t u n e s t o s o ro Caned.-s. 
:- '.1. ' ' 1! i | 

mordecai ~'elb Zaborka , 
1 

ir , 

of Ost r o r - o l , ""oplyni a 
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Pr.O'lOCIL ?S2 

i 

F r . P inne Schmuklor , o2 r e a r s o l d , a fo rmer m e r c h a n t of T e o o h i o o l , d i s t r i c t 
„ - : • ' • 

of Old Fonstantinov, province of'"'chivnla, now in'T-'arsaw', has consented to relate 
!' • ill' • 

. . . . • 'i I . 

what he l i v e d tl rough chrvi.0" t h e pogroms. 
jj';|::b;i|iii' J.j 

Be fo re t h e war the Jews and the C h r i s t i a n s l i v e d -very n e a e e f u l l y among tbem-
!fi A " , 

s e l v e s . The C h r i s t i a n s ' ' -ere f a r m e r s , and t h e Jews s m a l l t r a d e r s , o a r t l v a r t i s a n s . 

I n Pecerrber 1918 , a f t e r the He t.man and the O e r r r n s l e f t , t h e " p e f e l u r o v i t s i '-' 
b : | • . 

l e f t t h - t own , and e v e r y t h i n g was o u ' i e t . The re was i n ov.r v i c i n i t y a peasant . , l e a d e r , 

a c e r t a i n S h i s h k o . When t h e B o l s h e v i k i wanted ' to occupy our r e g i o n , t h i s Sh i shko 
i,i I " " i " . • i " 

o r g a n i z e d the p e a s a n t s "nd Harmed, many thousand's of them, i n ord.'-'x to pre-^nnt P o l -
.1.11' 

. . 1 . I 1 . r 
s h e v i s t o c c u p a t i o n . T h e Jews of our town a l s o pa r f ioijps t ob. in. t h e i n s u r r e c t i o n , , b e -

' . .• • I ' ' ' ' . • ' • • • . . : 

i n g r e p r e r anted by 150 men. ""hen the B o l s h e v i k i wan ted to ent= r our tcwr., the ; ' would 

send a d e l e g a t i o n demanding t h a t We l e t them i n , :*ut;he.ich t i m e t h e i r d e l e g a t i o n would 

be a r r e s t e d . 

Be fo re Passover 1919 t h e b o l s h e v i k i t r i e d to g e t i n but war- d r i v e n away. 

The;/ niade t h e i r p o s i t i o n two m i l e s from u s . The B o l s h e v i k i w e r e t h e n ir . Y a r i m p o l , 
1 , b Pp. 

and we were n o t i f i e d to t h a t e f f e c t from t h e r e by t e l e - r e oh . Pr.is was dor--- 3 d - v s 

! , . " f 
b - f o r e t h e pog rom. in our town . Pne nuirb r of t he b o l s h e v i k i t h e r e was s m a l l . The 

' ' - ; ' ; • i. 

s t a f f of the i n s u r g e n t s I n our town was sua 1 1 , so 'hey t e l e - ' r * nhed an o r d e r to t'a*- oo l 
" !! 

to have t h e Bol rb e v l k i a r r e s t e d and b r o u g h t t o Chen. They were a r r e s t e d and b r o u g h t 
b 1 .. ri ' 

t ii' b 
t o Chan and imor i s o r e d . The m i l i t a r y Watch " r o u n d ; t h e o r i s o n c o n s i s t e d of Jews 

' .: 1 ' ' 

e x c l u s i v e l y . A f t e r the . ' ^ o l r h o v l k i had been ir. p r i s o n c clays, r u r . c r s s p r e a d t h a t 

a l a r g e f o r c e op b o l s h e v i k i was march ing uoon Chan, bo they began prooar-*-tion i n 

ou r town. Tire a u t h o r i t i e s o r g a n i z e d a -"roan ar.ourF the town wi th -••rr.ou. to fcrovrnt 

t h e b o l s h e v i k i f r o : , e n t e r i n g t h e town. 
i f t'-rwa-ods i t became known t h a t t h e D e a s - n t r ha-d b a n b r i b e d by t h e r : olshev i k i 

f o r v i t a l p a r t s c " t h e cannon "-ere p i s s i n g . 



PI 

The Bolsheviki began she l l i ng tho town. This was on tho second dsty of 

Tanuz,b679. On Sunday morning the in su rgen t s r ep l i ed *• i th s l o t s ?t tho b o l s h e v i k i . 

The Bolsh""""" 1*i opened a. cannonade, • no the oee.sar.ts begs." tc withdraw g radua l ly . 

The Jews remained a t t he i r *->osts. Seeing that the insu rgen t s were r e t r e a t i n g , they 

also t^r.^l" y threw away "he i r ' r::.s and returrr-d. to town, "P-r the Bolsheviki saw 

no o r r o s i t i e n , they f*e- s P f i r i n g and . r v s ' ".bout f r ee ly -

In the c u r s e of 'he F e r e bhishko no t i f i ed the su rrf*--?,.d"'*-g T-" t l r -ges , t h a t 

the town need -d h e l p . The ><•— • s h!th; boh.5nF ti-e town in c e l l a r s . They thought the 

, ir . . . . 

bolshev ik i -aiU" r ^ ' r s a t in a c-aiole of pour s , "hen the pols-hevl'—" saw th.e g r e a t 

f e c e of oe-asants march-in.," ^"o tp.- ~ l l l a g c s , they agc-in l e f tho 'own leaving b e 

hind them a l l t h e i r b-'longings an'" h o r s e s , for fear of P e rap id ly advancing new 
ii 

insurgent, bands . This was a l l on Sunday . .orning. Then % : P., the armed p e a s a n t s , 

seeing no "'oe Ir. the town, beg-r to r e t u r n v thei r — •'• Ilalt 'es, these t oo , vie re r par 

ent IT* b r ibed j and then the Polsbev Pi r o - e n t o r e - -he tc***r., came to the or ison and, 

re leased the a r r e s t e d cor.-.rades. These re leased Bolshevis t p r i soner s at once took 

r i f le.s and beg^-n f i r i n g a t th "own. Prey se t f i r e to the o r i s o n . They also s e t 

f i r e to the r i c h e s t ar.~o r ec t i e s t houses of the town arb be'-e shooting c o n t i n u a l l y . 

The Je-s who lay hidden behind th.e town, were Ignorant of th.e rra sence of the Bol

s h e v i k i . r:h.en they l e f t t h e i r homes they l e f t ever;-thing i r t h e i r houses locked. 

There were rany J e - s hid* n-- in c e l l a r s . Tbe bo lshevik i came to those c e l l a r s and 

f i r ed shots i n t o them, -he Jews began to run ±nt7r:tb-- ,Ir out of a l l th« c e l l a r s . 

At the doors they met tre polshe- ' ik i -bo robce-d their of everything they h-d - j . th 

them and then k i l l e d them. F.any —omen *- ere out raged. The nnssacre c r h 'rued, t i l j 

4 o 'clocka.in the af ternoon. The nassengers who had r c t r o ? t e c , seeing the .:ews 

h i d i n g behind the town, told the Jews to f l o e . Part of t r e Jews tben escaoed to 

B ie loz io rka , Legevl tz , Lechevit** anb o i ' r r T i l l a g e s . 

while the Bolsheviki v as enegared in t he i r -p rk of p i . i a g e , they passed by 
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•' r gOp 

C h r i s t i a n houses w i t h o u t t o u c h i n g thorn. Thsy t o l d t he C h r i s t i a n s to go t h e J e w i s h 

h o u s e s «nd t a t ' e ' v "rvtb . ing av.'av "ro:. . ' h e m . 

Toward even ing t h e y l e f t t h o ' o w n , f e a r i n g the r e t u r n of the r e b e l s . On I o n -

da.;/ morning the r e b e l s r e t u r n e e t o the town.. They robbod a l l t h - s t o r e s I n ' he'} marke t 
. i) •. 

o l a c e anr" then ; u*-r "d them. Then thev P r o p t o oack uo a l l th-- h i s t c l o t h i n g and 
ii i 

u n d e r w e a r , o l aced 11 on wa-ens and c a r r i e d i t 60 t h e r a i l - ^y s t a t i o n at. {'pe'ep'-itz. 

A l a r g e Q u a n t i t y of b e d c o t h they t o - ' - uo --nd s c a t t e r e d a b o u t '.be s t r e e t s . They a l s o 

broVg - i r r r . ' wanes . Th-- p e a s a n t s c a r r i e d awav f u r n i t u r e , doo r s and •--,- r v t h i n g t h e r e 
1 

was i n th.e b o u s e s . 

One hundred and e i g h t o c o o l e - e r b i l l o n , o ld one y o u n g , womr-n and c h i l d r e n • 

Pa.ny g ' r l s - .ore o u t r a g e d , 15 men. :ere wounded, « bou t 10" houses were burned and a l l 
,1 , j fi I 1 , 

wirPow panes b roger r . Tne " k o r s and furni j tu ' re wer - des t royed , and r v e r y t h i n g - a s 
MI 1 1 

•;': i I.",! II 

c a r r i e r away.' 

Fiv<» days l a t e r t h e P o i s h e v I P i l e f t . Ti.s,' P a r was i d l e . I t . r emained unb^'r 
r i j! i1 

•Bolshevis t a u t h o r i t y . Tbe Jews began to r e t u r n t o 'he i r —n, but tiler** was nor ---wen 

' .1 »! 

a cup Left to " r a n . : f rom. Th.e Jews of Old-Lonst-anT.mov t h e r e u p o n ' s en t b r e a d and 

t e a - k e t t l e s , A k i t c h e n was o r y - n i red i n tbr- I own, •••of former r lc ' r tn»n had to s t a n d 
1 is ' 

] I 
in l i n e f o r a p i e c e of b read a n J <- p o t of t e a . The town rorr- mod t o t a l l y p a u p e r i s e d . 

I Ir - ^chmukler a r r i v e d i n " a r s a w I n P a r c h 1 9 2 1 . be t h i n k s of T i n ? to 
, ,;. 1 
P". 11 :-' 

Amor; ca 

Lis* 0^ pes3r ns k i l l e d I n T'eoofti pel-Char, 

- e r - ' i n o l d e h r e r g , 3 5 ; Jo shua Zi.iner-, 65* puc 'yerFibes ' , 7 0 : "p'.sroel Gelman, 7 0 , 

s t a b b e d ; J a c o b Abo-Pedis , 4 0 : L'-svl'd - k i r t i s , E2; i c h a a l g ro l so lman : Schrr.uPl'- 'Fr^isou-n<: 

1 
F o i r h s F r e i s e l m a n ; F o i s h e K r e i s e l s , -on of Schir .sha* Ben i i o n J ' s eua r t o n , 5 0 ; Cra.no, 

h i s d a u g h t e r , 22;Yent a Oelman, SO; Tochebec Pnif ' f , bC: Sv.rah C b v r n e s , 3 5 : Abo Ojjfaya 

p r e i n a s , b O ; Foishe. Chayim Shmuels , 6 0 : Avrr r . ; , l i P c P , 6.3; E e r s c h e l o r ' ? ' o l > i , 6 8 ; 

Zairean A l t z h n i t z i e r , 5 7 ; hi s s o n i n 7 l a w , 3 0 ; F.lrl ' . r . f r lma.n/s " 0 ; Talm-rn s g r a n d c h i l d , 
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a g i r l , 17; L-eib Kr iv i lkerb do: ' -erschel Ghryim "fisroel 's , £0; son of i t z k e Cohen, 

20; Sincba, water c a r r i e r j 45 ; S.h rndel r e r e t s , 70; Po the r - in - l aw a-" ^alman I';er-

setg-oes son. -10; , -erscbel Salman, 73 ; hahum ' ' u r i t z , 68: ' .oishe Joseph, 50; hisP/spn, 

20; Sheba Leah, 30j Pr-rets , IS ; Terns, 14: l o t t e l e rchmeidor, 35 ; SchmW 1 i'rciselma*1, 

70; A. beggar from Fbar i t svh , 65; Moishe boiky, 55; bienbol "- ' r i ter ; 60; The so-*-p-makers, 
i 

boy, J^c-ob, Pi; Pis f- t ho r , b4; '!>•& l a t t e r s son " e r s c h l , 50; -"erschl L i s t r a r t e n , 25; 

Chayim Spahgel(s son - In- law ""e ins te in , 55 ; Joseph --oo-'aport, 60; poy of Joseoh ' 

Pabes , 17; The P.abbi's g i r l , 9; Oetzie Commission, 70; Yisroel «o-"ner, GO; Sobo-in^el 

daughter of Schmuel I t z e ">:irsch, ?0; Abraham ± e rke r , 63 ; Ethel Forma n, 40: ?:oishe 

^ereimar., 52 ; F.unle kernel's son Shos t ick , I S ; "ci la p ib tche s son Schloma, 25; 

her daughter , 22 . 
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PROTOCOL ---'-66 

The woman. P a s y a Keldman, 38 y e a r s o l d , w i t h o u t o c c u p a t i o n o*1 t h e 'own 
" ;.,i 

" * ' - ' e v , d j r t r l c t of Ta ras t ch .q , n r o v i n c e of hi e v , - r e now i n ""ohl**ri 9, h a s c o u s e r t e 
, ' ' „ - - ,'•'•• „ 

,i i ' i 

t o r e l a t e he r e x p e r i e n c e s c u r i n g t h e pocrcr i" and u n t i l s h e w e n t to P o l r n d . 

Be fo re th*" t a r we had no pogroms i n our p p - c c . 'the p,eaSji-r.ts wer- ' w o r k i n g 

! r ' h e s u g a r f a c t o r i e s at K o s h t e r o v k a , ber . Ich vka,Fish-. 'Vba . So tre of them had 

t h e i r own l a n d - The Jews were t r a d i n g i n g r - i n , su j :«r , -n" some w e r e a r t i s a n s . 

Fan;/ Jews a l so - o r i - s d i n t he sugar f a c t o r i e s , i r .p-nuaru 1918 , on e T h u r s d a y , 

•-": en t h e r e ?;as a f a i r i n t he town, r . - ry p e a s a n t s of t h e s u r r o u n r u r v i l i ' g s s 

of-me to our o p a c e . One p e a s a n t cf Lomi s tood no i n a wagon and '' ' ••-*!"vr.rec a s n e e c h 
-, '•'•, ' i 

s a y i n g , " As I ar. a.n i n v a l i d a r P have s-.-Te red im-'cb i n t h e w a r , the Jews wanted 

to k i l l me. So no- th.e peas nuts, must t ake t h e i r r evenge u.oon '"he J e w s , " 

Tbe p e a s a n t s then be can *o c a t c h Jews and bea t t hem. Some of th'-ir. bu--an 

t o o i l l a g " t h e s t o r e s . '. g r e a t pan'-:; ensued i n Pre town . The o o a s a r t s wounded 

manr* Jews am" "Plundered a g r e a t number o:" s t o r e s •- :A bouses , , ' ' ' - i s was b e f o r e t b e 

O-orman-Ketman occu c a t i o n . Tbe peas-ants zoo*- l o f t : hu*- t o n . Lur ing the f o l l o w i n g 

week , German-Pet-man ' b r e ' e s &&1KXTJL e n t e r e d the town and n m-'lned he re A ne 

mouth's . Tur ing t h i s -euried e v e r y t h i n g was qu.--.et. Jews " -ere t r a d i n g andearnihgnr- ' 

t h e i r l i v e l i h o o c . pu acef u l l y . 

Soon of ten Sukkoth p e t u r a s army came. The Potman and th.e 0 rr.rcsr s w,,ere 

•-one. The -"potluro**-:A c i " began to t a k e Jews f o r p a t r o l d u t y on the r o c s and i n 

the town. Trias passed the " i n t e r ah'd ho "bin;: •-'• r a - o r r i n a r y haopemeri. 

" e f o r - F ' -r i r . 1?19 , " h e r e w e r e rumors t h a t t h e B o l s h e v i k i we--e coming . 

The " F e t l u r o v i t z i " then sai • t h a t t h e Jews were b e t r a y i n g t h e i r s e c r e t s to the 

" o l s h e v i k i and were h e l p i n g then: i n every .yi'sy . The "pa t lurc - l t . ; - ; i " then began 

making a s s a u l t s upon the J--ws.. 15 Jews were " r i l l e d a t t h a t t i m e . P-:• c-uthor of 

t h i s account r e : embers or.F' t h " folio-win." mi res ' ; t h e ' s o n o-r* ' r o t i c l , t h e b a k e r , 
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21 y?-a.rs o l d , the son of Ford.-- 'ai L'ei.fe, the b lacksmi th , IS years o ld ; the nephew 

of S c h l e i a e , the s l a u g h t e r e r , 20 years o ld ; the son of "o ishe I t a i k , the w a t e r -

c a r r i e r , 00 yo'-rs o ld ; the son of Yossel bup--rnick, ?.Z ye^rs o l d . These same 

young men we~e previous ly taken for p a t r o l l i n g duty in the y - n and now they 

'-ilP-d th**m. 

S igh t rv'P br-"ore Pur in- the BolshoviPi e n t e r e d . They r r r a i n e e in the 

towr u n t i l Passover - Then the F e t l u r o v i t z i began to chase the polshevp- i o u t . in 

th i s the*/ f i n a l l y succeeded. Before t he i r subsequent pe t rwat the P e t l u r o v i t z l 

h i l l e d 'he ~'o 11 ovi ng *"Fve women ho wor-.- s e l l i n g •-•prlo-oak^s ip the s t r e e t ; Sarah , 

daughter of tchmvel, the Pebrev, .topchr-", 30 years o l d ; Sarah Riwka _, daughter of 

beib fbu.., 40 yea r s o l d , th- dr.•.;?' to r o* ' "uss ie , 2? y e ' v s o l d , the "rife of Sender , 

the Pl'-brow t e a c h e r , --5 years o l d . T'rnn the Polshe*P Pi reeccuoied the town and 

held i t f ' ve weeks. 

Purin;; t h i s period the Bolsheviki organized a Sylf-defpr.sy of 100 Jews. 

Ihey were taught to spoof, ciTlr} they p a t r o l l - P fpe to-n -t ni h t . Aft ,r S": ovuoth 

there came In to the town a greet force of b a r P i t s , • b"i t •''000 men Under the 

le---"crshlp c--1 Tutyunyuk. The bsnP cons is ted of poas'-nts of Rishishko, Zanahovka, 

"avubka, Caspi tca'ur . They at once bugnn k i l l i n g Jews. They k i l l e d th.e e n t i r e 

s e l f - d e f e n s e . 2k^c:cxt----arr.SK^krgaT—kii-binr They stay*..'-" two days , p i l l a g e d a l l 

tbe s t o r e s , v i o l a t e d -omen - of th.er. l e f t . 

Then trie bolsheviki came again and renal nee in the olace about a. month. 

Pnen the ""Lite Guards came i n . ' p i s was in 1-blul 1P3.9. Th°y k i l l e d 45 women 

g'h.o were s e l l i n g things i*" t h e ' s t r e e t s . Among th-** v ic t ims 'were -achel Guendin 's 

J a u ~ h t e r , 40 years o ld ; " ipna , the b l acksmi th ' s i f e , 50" years o ld ; Bei le -F .o t to le 

Abraham-Pennies, 45 y e - r s , Z i s s e l vr5 -F r.? tchna", '50 y e a r s , her four da*, g b t ^ r s , 

14,16 and 19" and 21 y e a r s , f i r s t "be la ted and truer, " r i l l ed . In her house the re 

were hidden 4C Jews, and these were a l l b i l l e d . A bribexroo: . of PastPov, 21 

1 | ; . . : _ J i l l 

years and Z i s s e l s s o n - I n - L w Leib, son of FAoPIi, '̂0 yef-rs old were k i l l e d . 
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Also S i s s e l ' s daughter Feiga, 23 years o ld , with her 4 small children, one of 

•whom she was pressing to her b reas t . Chayim, the hatmaker s son "was k i l M together 

with his wife and 6 chi ldren. Also a daughter of Noah Plotnick with 4 chi ldren, 

a daughter of Leih Shmuel I t z i s , 18 years and a son of 25 years . All women were 

f i r s t violated and then k i l l e d . Tamchan,, the remnant dea le r ' s daughter with her 

2 ne ices , orphans g i r l s , 11 and 14 years o ld , were k i l l e d . Also the wife of 

Beryl the t a i l o r , 50 years , his daughter-in-law, a '-ddow of 33 years , and 2 small 

children of 3 and 5 years , a son of 21 years , were a l l k i l l e d . The son of Moishe 

I t z e the water-carr ier came from Zivitov with his betrothed to hifle hereip and they 

were k i l l e d . Also the son of Abraham Moishe -Schmuel,19 years was k i l l e d . 

Thus the murderers continued their work for 2 days and 2 n igh ts , and then 

the Bolsheviki began to arr ive once more. The "White Gurads l e f t . The Bolsheviki 

stayed in the town u n t i l after Sukkoth. Then the 'toachnovtzi " came i n , a force 

of 3000 men, and s t ra ted to rob clothing said money in a l l houses. They took apart 

a l l ovens in search of concealed money. They also broke up the w a l l s , poured out 

the feathers of pillows and took away the pillow cases . They stayed 24 hours i n 

the town and l e f t . Then the Bolsheviki came back. The town had been great ly im

poverished by the robberies t There was no money wherewith to carry on t r ade . 

A Jewish committee was then organized to procure food products for the town. 

Thus anther 2 months passed. Before Hew Years Denikin again came in with a force 

of £fi&0HHK 5000 men, a l l Don Cossacks. They s e t f i r e to 40 houses and then 

burned them. Then they entered the court of Mottel Lemeshke. There were 20 houses 

the re , 10 families occupied each house. There were also 3 stroes the re . The ban

di t s k i l l ed Sholom Le4eshke, hi s wife and 3 g i r l s . The l a t t e r were f i r s t violated 

and then k i l l e d . Herschl Lemeshke and I s i a sh , the barber surgeon were hanged. 

They chopped off the head of the l a t t e r ' s wife and the ears of h i s son. They then 

went in to the house of Yossel Fotchar, k i l l ed his daughter Soldie, 30 years old, 

together with her husband and 3 chi ldren. One of the children she held fcn her 
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arms, so they k i l l e d i t wi th swords . They hanged a l l those who begged them to l e t 

them l i v e . Chayim Y o s s e l ' s s o n - i n - l a w , aged 4 5 , was k i l l e d , as was a l s o h i s -,?ife, 

whi le t h e i r only son , aged 19, was hanged. 12 f a m i l i e s were hiding i n the house , 

and t h e y were a l l k i l l e d . Among them were Le ib , t h e b lacksmi th , 50 y e a r s o l $ , h i s 

wife and 8 c h i l d r e n . 4 workers of Pliskovo who hid i n a wal l were found t h e r e alnd 

k i l l e d . Also 2 Jews of the v i l l a g e s Furabi and Zlodivka were k i l l e d toge ther wi th 

t h e i r wives and c h i l d r e n . Other v i c t i m s , were Nahum, son-in- law of H&sie Goldie 

w i t h h i s wife and 4 c h i l d r e n ; Monnie, the t a i l o r and h i s w i f e , a lso t h e i r daughter 

and son- in - l aw, the son of t h e r i c h David E i s i k . Nahum and h i s wife were k i l l e d . 

Their 8 c h i l d r e n escaped and are a l i v e . There were a l t oge the r 140 k i l l e d and 40 

houses burned . The e n t i r e town was p i l l a g e d . 8 days t h e pogrom l a s t e d . They 

would p i l l a g e only a t day- t ime, not a t n i g h t . 

After Hew Years the Bolsheviki came i n . They a s su red the Jews tha t now 

order and peace would be r e s t o r e d i n the town. They t o l d the Jews to give whatever 

one could to one another . They had then a good Commissary, and he t r e a t e d the 

Jews w e l l . *?henever they brought a b a n d i t to him, he would shoot him at once . L i t 

t l e by l i t t l e order was again e s t a b l i s h e d and t rad ing r ev ived . The Commissary 

would k i l l 6-7 b a n d i t s each day. Then the Jews began to reques t the Commissary 

t h a t he cease k i l l i n g the b a n d i t s , fo r they might l a t e r avenge themselves upon the 

Jews. The Commissary then made a solemn vow t h a t t h e Jews would be p ro tec t ed as 

long as he was a l i v e . U n t i l Passover i t was q u i e t . The Jews baked some matzoths 

f o r the h o l i d a y s . When the moment a r r ived to c l e a r ou t the Chometz, a young man 

named Krasny came to us and informed us t h a t there was a band encamped j u s t behind 

the town. A g r e a t panic thereupon ensued among the Jews. The Commissary had a 

s t rong force watch t h e town a t n i g h t . People were afra id to go t o s l e e p . 

The Jews went t o the Commissary and to ld him t h a t ' t h e y were a f r a i d , for a 

s t rong h o s t i l e force was i n a p o s i t i o n j u s t behind the town. His r ep ly was t h a t 

he had telephoned to Kiev f o r a i d . All n i g h t the Jews did no t dare to s l e e p . Many 
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Jews hid i n deep d i t ches and o the r such p l a c e s . About 8 O'clock i n the morning 

t h e r e en tered a sma l l fo rce of 'Sokolovtzi " accompanied by peasan t s of neighbor ing 

v i l l a g e s of the Taras tcha d i s t r i c t . The Bolsheviki l e f t a t once . This was on 

Wednesday, a day before Passover ,1920. The b a n d i t s came i n w i t h arms, s c y t h e s , 

a x e s . They f e l l upon the town and began to burn houses and k i l l whomever they met . 

In the Beth-Hamedrash there was a h id ing p lace for 300 pe r sons . I n the 

synagogue there was a p lace f o r 400 persons and i n a smal ler synagogue tfcsxa fo r 

another 400 . In a l l these p laces the re lay Jews, men,women and c h i l d r e n . When 

the Denikin fo rces were i n Tut iev , they had a l ready poured kerosene around the 

synagogues with a view of tosxtuia burn ing them. This however, they had no time to 

do before t hey l e f t . 

Now the "Sokolovi ts i " were t o l d by t h e C h r i s t i a n s of the town where the 

Jews were h idden . They placed watches around the synagogues and burned them a l l . 

The Jews then began to jump out of the windows and throw out the c h i l d r e n . These 

the b a n d i t s threw back i n t o t h e f i r e , sending b u l l e t s a f t e r them. The screaming 

of the burning people were t e r r i b l e , ^he b a n d i t s l e t no one ou t of the synagogue. 

Whomever they caught i n the s t r e e t or i n a h id ing p l a c e , they brought and threw 

into the f i r e . 

On Wednesday,Thursday and Fr iday they were k i l l i n g old men, women and small 

c h i l d r e n . They sa id they had been sent to k i l l a l l the Jewish i n h a b i t a n t s of 

Ukra in ia . No ransom or money was Kxsa-pxsB& accepted . All s t o r e s were burned. 

Not one of those thrown i n t o the f i r e escaped. They s e t f i e e t o many houses . 

Almost t h e e n t i r e town was burn ing . They took Jens out of the c e l l a r s and k i l l e d 

them. Some Jews ran to C h r i s t i a n houses hopin to hide t h e r e , t h e C h r i s t i a n s them

se lves k i l l e d them. Many Jews were thrown i n t o the River Burova which f lows through 

the town. On Saturday morning the Bolsheviki retunned to town. The ^Sakolovtchi " 

had a l ready gone. 

The Bolshevik i then began to sea rch the c e l l a r s for l i v e pe r sons . They 
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could not f i n d anyone. They s tepped upon corpses c o n t i n u a l l y . On Bath s t r e e t 

they found s eve ra l persons who were s t i l l a l i v e . The c e l l a r s were f i l l e d witb.2 

dead to such ah e x t e n t that they could not approach the l i v i n g pe r sons . 

I n the course of those t h r e e days 4000 men were k i l l e d . On t h e s t r e e t s 

there was l i t e r a l l y a s t r eam of b lood . On Saturady t h e r e were s t i l l heard the 

moans fif r o a s t i n g men. The Bolsheviki s e n t t h e Kiev Commissary h e r e . They g a t h 

ered about 700 persons a l i v e , mostly orphans and about two-three hundred old 

peop le . The Bolshevik i sa id they would f i r s t c o l l e c t and take away the da-a.d. 

The Bolshevik i c o l l e c t e d t h e dead wi th horses and *«agons. There was a mountain 

of them. . 

When the survived Jews saw what became of t h e i r n e a r e s t , they threw them

se lves i n t o t h e r i v e r or the f i r e . On Saturday the Bolsheviki remained u n t i l 
to 

n i g h t . On Sunday morning the band i t s s t a r t e d feksc shoot a t t h e B o l s h e v i k i , who 

thereupon l e f t t h e town. Fhoever of t h e Jews could follow them, did s o . The 

b a n d i t s pursued the f l ee ing Jews. Whomever they caught , they k i l l e d . 

I n the v i l l a g e Kashperiwka, t h e f l e e i n g Jews were being k i l l e d . The ban

d i t s found i n the bath-house of our town the su rv ivors of 2 houses who could not 

escape . They wanted to k i l l them, bu t a G e n t i l e horseman came to the scene and 

s a i d : 'Why k i l l these Jews, they a re mere women and c h i l d r e n . They w i l l d ie 

of hunger {jost the same. " 

There were a lso many wounded t h e r e . Those wounded remained i n t h e house. 

The peasants drove the su rv ivo r s to a s t a l l on a farm. There were 24 men and 

300 c h i l d r e n t h e r e . Four men were beheaded a t the g a t e . An e l d e r l y woman was 

t i e d t o the horse and was dragged along u n t i l she d i e d . The r e s t were locked up 

in t h e s t a l l . At n igh t a Chr i s t i an woman brought a p i t c h e r of wa te r and th ree 

loaves of bread and gave each ch i ld some bread and wa te r . 

I n the morning the re came 10 mounted men wi th long h a i r andnahaikas i n 

t h e i r hands and s a i d : "you have lived enough, come out and we s h a l l do to you what 
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we have done to yours b e f o r e . " 

The people began to cry and scream. They were a l l dr iven ou t of the s t a l l 

and put a g a i n s t a w a l l t o ±XXK be k i l l e d . Then an e l d e r l y peasant came running to 

the scene and appealed to the murderers . 1 say to you, do not k i l l KS them. Their 

blood w i l l cry unto u s . Let them l i v e . Let them go in to the wor ld . They w i l l 

d i e of hunger j u s t t h e same." The band i t s however s a i d . "These Jews w i l l t e l l 

on us,why should we l e t them l i v e ? " 

The peasant then proposed a meeting of a l l peasants of the v i l l a g e to decide 

what -Ras t o be done with t h e r e s t of the Jews.A meeting was c a l l e d . A l l the p e a s - j 

en t s were assembled. They resolved to ask the Jews themselves , ahatfc f a t e they 

would p r e f e r ; be k i l l e d , o r be driven away w i t h o u t food. 
b a n d i t s 

The Jews r e p l i e d : "We want to l i v e " . Then the Times took t h e i r nahaikas 

and began to chase everybody out of the v i l l a g e . Whoever had s t r e n g t h ran away. 

The smal l c h i l d r e n and the women were k i l l e d by t h e b a n d i t s . I n t h e v i l l a g e s which 

the Jews passed through i n t h e i r f l i g h t , the peasants k i l l e d them. Abraham, the 

shoemaker, ran w i th h i s wife Ethe l and h i s daughter G i t t e l , aged 2 1 , through t h e 

v i l l a g e Cu lve r t . The g i r l could no t run any more so they l e f t her s i t t i n g on 

a b r i d g e . Another g i r l of 19 a l so remained. They had to be l e f t beh ind . The 

paranes r an on, and the daughters were k i l l e d . . The mother became i n s a n e . The 

f a t h e r i s i n Square . 

Thus we ran on u n t i l we arr ived i n P l i skov . This was on the l a s t day of 

Passover . The Jews of Pl iskov came out to them w i t h wagons, b r ing ing them food and 

d r i p k . . There we remained 2 days , -tfien news reached us t ha t t he band was marching 

on P l i skov . Then ve le f tvon wagons for L ipove tz . . 

After the ho l iday when th ings became q u i e t e r , a de l ega t i on waB s e n t to Tu t iev . 

An i n v e s t i g a t i o n was made of the number of persons k i l l e d , the number was 4500/ 

The orphans were taken to an orphanage in Kiev, Whoever wishes to ob ta in information 

about the orphans , may apply to i t a t the Kiev orphanege. 
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Names of persons k i l l ed in this pogrom which he author of t h i s account 
remembers. ~" -.-.— — . - _™ _ .__-,. ... 

Moishe Pecker was prominent in public a f f a i r s , his mother-in-law, his step

mother, his children. He lay hidden in a Christian house and ishen he wanted to 

leave the v i l l a g e , he wascaught in the f ie ld and k i l l e d . Ossiah, the butcher add 

h i s two chi ldren. Schmulik Mordecai Herk and his two daughters with the i r husbands 

and chi ldren . X±ase2x2a*£s±z w±jHsxibcdatrxfaianariri-terfcfaerrrhashgndsxartd--cbdr£gXMa 

Nissel Zayetz with his son and daughter-in-law. l&eyer and his ent i re family. Moishe 

the sexton and his family. Yisroel Shimak and his family burned. Yankel Chayim Wolf a 

with 2 boys and 2 daughters. A family consisting of a fa ther , mother, s i s t e r and 

brother-in-law with the daughter's 2 small children. The ent i re family of Noah 

the butcher. The ent i re family of Jacob the butcher. Entire family of Jacob Schmuel 

I t s e s . Herschel Putzers ent i re family. Yisroel Yetzkes two daughters with the i r 

husbands, a son and his chi ldren. The wife of r-erschel the butcher with six 

chi ldren. Entire family of Yisrolik Tannes. Entire family of Motte Bienes. His 

son-in-law qi th four chi ldren. The wife of Leib the butcher with 4 chi ldren. When 

she went into the s t r e e t three days af ter the pogrom and saw the scene of the mass

acre, she aid her children threw themselves into the r i v e r , she holding her smallest 

child i n her arms. Entire family of Yisrolik Mendel. Entire family of Yossel Yop. 

Entire family of Uri-Leib, the shoemaker. Entire family of Moishe Aaron, the t a i l 

o r . Sholom Leib Schmuel I t z e s . 3 families of Mottel the baker. Entire family of 

Leib the hatmaker. Entire family of Shlime the slaughterer- Entire family of 

Shmuel Leib, the slaughterer . Entire family of Chayim Tchumak. Entire family of 

Jacob Moishe the butfaer. Entire family of Kalman the butcher. Entire family of 

Jacob Moishe the butcher. The wife and 4 children of Chayim the butcher. 

In Tamuz, when some people came to the town to look for the secret places 

where the money was hidden, they found Shloime the slaughterer abd h i s wife. He 

sa t on a chair with a book before him nailed to a wa l l . His wife was in bed sur

rounded with blood and worms. The men were so frightened that they l e f t the jggg 



92 

two where -times they were. The dead are s t i l l lying in the town. 

Other persons k i l l ed were the following; Slova, daughter of Moshe David, 

the t insmith, her father and a son, a g i r l of 23 and a boy of 16, a son of 35. 

Two small children are now in Kiev. Entire family of Chi en e Pecker- Entire fam

i l y of Elie the blacksmith. Entire family og Meilach, the Blacksmith. Entire 

family of Yossil Drulnik. Entire family of Yudel Drulnik. The wife and children 

of Mendel, the driver- Entire family of Chayimka Rbipjes. 

The author of th is account Basya fieiBman intends to go ±kax*Ax to America. 

Basya Reisman. 
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Account of Menache Segal, member of city council and Zemstvo 

1) General da ta . 

The c i ty l i e s on the r iver Slutsch. In the year 1917 the tewn counted 

20,000 to 22,000 Jews and about 15,000 stetaMxHH.Christians. 

The nearest railway s ta t ion was Polonne, at a distance of 60 vere ts from 

Zvih i l . 

Until 1917 the c i ty had not suffered from any mil i tary occupations or coup. 

The population lived in comparatively favorable ciroumstances. The majority of 

Jews traded in grain and bu t t e r , which were exported abroad. There were about 

1500 workers employed in the factories of the metal and leather i ndus t r i e s . There 

was also a number of ta i lor ing and shoemaking workshops, each of which employed 

15 to 20 workers. 

In the city council there were 23 Jewish councilors out of a t o t a l of 40. 

The Executive of the Jewish Kehila consisted of 26 members, who belonged to a l l 

po l i t i ca l fac t ions . 

After the revolution in 1917 the leader of the c i ty mi l i t i a was a ce r ta in 

Svitkovsky ( a Menchvist social democrat. Being a tender hearted man he was unabae 

to manage the mi l i t i a properly and resigned his off ice . A strong armed man was 

needed in h i s place. Such a man was the Czarist mil i tary officer Bakov, and him 

the city council appointed commander of the m i l i t i a . 

This •*""'»*3* Bakov had no small part in the pogrom which occurred in Zvihil 

and lasted 2 days. 

The s i tua t ion in Zvihi l . Strained re la t ions between Gentile and Jews 

In July 1917, on a Friday afternoon, tbe 27th infantry regiment passed through 

the c i t y . Part of them remained in the c i ty barracks. The rest as well as the cav

alry were stationed in the v i l l a g e s . The reactionary, na t iona l i s t i c elements of 

the town, at once began a Ukrainizing and anti-Jewish ag i ta t ion in the arsy. 
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After the outbreak of the Bolshevist revolution in October the antagonism 

between the Jewish and Ukrainian population grew stronger. 

In the end of 1917Zvihil was not more than 120 vers ts from the f ront . The 
• 

Russian army, which began to dissolve even before the conclusion of peace, was now 

running away from the f ront in masses. The Ignorant and enraged soldiers not f e e l 

ing any authority over them, f e l l upon the c i t i e s and towns and robbed whatever 

they could. There were also single cases of murders. The soldiers were ass is ted 
in 

iajr th i s by the peasants of the neighboring v i l l a g e s , who shared with them the 

booty. 

8) The f i r s t pogrom 

On Januray 19 and 20,1918 there was the f i r s t pogrom in Zviftil. I t s tar ted 

on Friday the 19th in the morning. A great mass of so ld ie r s , followed by a s t i l l 

greater band of peasants holding sacks and baskets in their hands and from s tore to 

s t o r e . The soldiers are breaking into the s to re s , from a l ine of the peasants and 

d is t r ibu te among them the wares. 

Mr. Menache Segal t e l l s a charac te r i s t ic episode of this pogrom: At one 

store a soldier i s d is t r ibut ing goods among the peasants in the l i n e . The l a s t 

one in the l ine i s a peasant with 2 children in his arms. There i s nothing le f t 

in the s t o r e . Then the peasant says to the so ld ier . "I have also suffered in the 

war. Why then don' t I receive anything?" Upon which the soldier r ep l i e s : '1 shall 

a t once open another s t o r e , and you sha l l get your share f i r s t without having to 

stand in the l i n e . " 

Even more charac te r i s t i c i s the fact that the pogrom was not of an openly 

anti-Jewish character , despite the fact that only Jewish stores had been plundered. 
* 

but so to say, an act of revenge on the par t of the soldiers upon the peaceful 

town population for t h e i r experiences a t the f ron t . While robbing, the soldiers 
ft 

would say; ^ e are taking everything back. The city people had been robbing enough". 
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The m i l i t i a commander Bakov had not done a thing to stop the pogrom. He 

ordered the m i l i t i a men to shoot, but secret ly he entrusted them to shoot in the 

a i r . This encouraged the hulligans and the pogrom went on undisturbed. The work

ers council , then sea i - l ega l ly exist ing i n Zvihil has immediately upon the outbreak 

of the pogrom been notif ied of the fact.And on Saturday a t 2 o'clock in the a f t e r 

noon there arrived 2 armed automobiles with about 100 so ld i e r s . The pogrom then 

ceased. 

The t o t a l of the pogrom was, according to Menache Segal t h i s : 700 Jewish 

s tores were plundered,(the goods were carried off by the peasants on wagons to the i r 

v i l l ages . ) a cer tain very sympathetic officer from St . Petersburg, who agitated 

against the pogrom was lynched by the ywgrgm mob; 2 soldiers from smong the hooligane 

were k i l led accidental ly , when the i r comrades, passing by a s to re , shot into i t , 

thinking there was no one l e f t ins ide . I t i s also worthy of note tha tc i ty o f f i c ia l s 

part ic ipated in the pogrom ag i ta t ion . 

*• Later events 

A l i t t l e l a t e r , in the bginning of February, the German army entered Zvihil 

a 

in i t s march through Ukrainia. With the help of the Germans number of Jews suc

ceeded ingett ing back from the hooligans part of the a r t i c l e s robbed away by the 

le t te r .But the by far greater part of the Jews were afraid to point out the rob

bers and pogrom makers, even when they could get hack their belongings. 

The German mil i tary administration which took over xaaxiy almost en t i re ly 

the conduct of the affairs of the c i t y , l e f t the c i ty council . The ant i-semit ic 

clique became more and more arrogant in their at tacks upon the Jews in the c i ty 

council . They also conducted a great antisemitic agi ta t ion in the town.. 

In May 1918 the Germans deposed the Ataman Petlura and made Hetman Skaropad-

sky head of Ukrainia. He was prac t ica l ly nothing more than a servant of the 

German reactionary c l ique. 
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With the outbreak of the German revolution in November 1918, the ru le of 

Skoropolsky ends. Authority over Ukrainia i s again assured by Petljura. Zvihil was 

entered "by Petlura s army en December 9,1918. Until that time everything was 

comparatively quiet in Ukrainia. 

In January 1919 great s truggles began between the Bolsheviki and the 

"Petlurovitzi ". 

5 . Pogroms in Wohylinia and conditions in Zvihil 

During the months of January, February, March and April of 1919 there oc 

curred in Zvihil and i t s v i c in i ty a number of smaller pogroms. But unlike the 

f i r s t pogrom, they were not confined to s to re s . Now the hands of "Pet lurovi tz i" 

wont from fiouse to house and robbed Jewish property. There were also individual 

vict ims. 

More recently there occurred t e r r ib le pogroms in the c i t i e s , Zhitomir, 

Berditchev, Proskurov, e t c . Zvihil however, suffered but l i t t l e . This was 

part ly due to the fact that the local commandant Fedalko, of the Pe t lu rov i t z i " 

has been taking from the Jews large sums of money and great quant i t ies of goofls 

and dis t r ibut ing them anong the enraged bands of Pe t lurovi tz i , whenever there was 

danger of a pogrom. But the resul t of th is condition would only be that the Jews 

becoming more impoverished with each sad contribution and never being secure in 

Zvihi l , began to leave the ci ty in masses, so tha t in a very short time the Jew

ish population decreased grea t ly . 

6. The Bolsheviki in Zvihil 

From April 22 on the s i tua t ion changed ra3 ioa l ly . On that day the Bolshevist 

force that was stationed i n Zhitomir occupied Zvihi l . They at onee founded a 

revolutionary committee and took into I t a few Jews. The antagonism between the 

Jews and the Ukrainians was growing. The Boisheviki were a very small number and 

had with them an insignif icant mil i tary force. This encouraged their victims 

opponents to manifest their h o s t i l i t y . On the other hand these h o s t i l i t i e s on 
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part of t he i r foes led to many repressive measures by the Bolsheviki.lauthoritftes• 

In the beginning of Ju l t rumours f ina l ly reached the Bolshevist leaders that an 

at tack is being prepared upon the Revolutionary Committee. On Sunday, July 6, 

when the Christian population was assembled in the church, the Revolutionary Com

mittee was notif ied that an agi tat ion is being carried on in the church against 

the Bolshevist a u t h o r i t i e s . As a measure of defense the Bolshevist army surrounded 

the church and shot into i t , thereby dispersing the crowd assembled in i t . 

7. The Attack upon the Bolsheviki 

On the following day, i . e . on July 7 a hand of 3000 organized peasants of the 

surrounding v i l l ages , armed with s t i c k s , attacked the Revolutionary Committee, 

took away a l l i t s money and ki l ls d 15 Bolsheviks and men of the amy. The other 

Bolsheviki escaped, and the c i t y remained without any author i ty . Late that night 

the same hooligans began to search the houses for "Jewish Bolsheviki" and thus 

the t e r r i b l e pogrom began. 

8. The horrible massacre 

A great number of Jews were dragged beyond the c i t y to the bank of the 

river Slutsch. They were told to dig a ditch 15 by 20 archin. Then the murderers 

undressed them naked, chopped off their arms and threw them alive into the grave. 

Their were t e r r ib l e screams during t h i s s laughter . In one instance a father was 

compelled to chop off the arms of h is son ; i n aiother, a son was made to do the 

same thing to his fa ther . About 500 Jews parished in t h i s way. The author of this 

account Menashe Segal, stood a l l night naked waiting for his t u rn , to be k i l l e d . 

About 2 o'clock a command came to l e t the ramining Jews l i v e , only keeping them 

under surest . Not a l l the rebels heeded t h i s command, yet many Jews were thus saved 

amongBhem Menashe Segal. The leader of th is band of insurgents was a cer ta in 

Pogorielov, a former Czarist l ieutenant colonel. 

On July 6 he issued a manifesto in Zvihil of a very hypo-cri t ical nature. 

I t was an order to the Jews to surrender their weapons. 
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9. A very sad episode 

There was in the town a cer ta in Mendel Kababial, an outcast who served in 

the Chiezvitohnika. The Pet lurovi tzi demanded that the Jews themselves should find 

and k i l l him. The Jews found the outcast somewhere in a garret and had to k i l l him 

with their own hands in the court of the synagogue. 

10. Contributions imposed upon the Jews 

On July 9 Pogorielov stopped the pogrom in Zvihi l , but demanded of the Jews 

50 horses and a great quantity of s a l t and sugar. The Jews delivered to him whatever 

they succeeded in co l lec t ing . Besides the Jews who were k i l led during the 3 days 

July 8,9, sad 10th, beyond the town, a great number of others were k i l l ed in their 

houses, after these had been thoroughly pi l laged. Many of these who escaped perished 

la ter in the v i l l ages and surrounding towns. 

11. The Bolsheviki in the c i t y . The bloody events in Kameny Brod 

Complete order was restored in ihe c i ty on Thursday, July 10, when an armored 

t r a in arrived from Zhitomir carrying a detachment of Bolsheviki. Pogorieliev cap

tured 1^ million of Soviet Roubles and fled from the town.. But at the s t a t i on , 

Tchudnev men of the Bolsheriki army ±a£a ident i f ied and k i l l ed him. This fact 

howevejrji did not prevent the insurgents of the surrounding towns and v i l l ages from 

continuing their hooligan work. Thus, on July 17, they issued a decree to k i l l 

a l l the male population of thettown, to the number of 127. 

12. Pogrom Agitation 

On July 16 there came from Zhitomir to Zvihil a force of two to three 

hundred Bolsheviki. The remaining Jewish population feeling that the Bolsheviki 

might have to leave the town very soon, because of their small number, and wishing 

to avoid further massacres on the part of the insurgents, have formed a common 

secret committee together with the Christian population of Zvihi l . The object of 

th is committee was to see that no more bloodshed occurred. The Jews appealed to 

the Bolshevist au thor i t ies many times not to k i l l the pogrom makers. Nevertheless 



98 

^* A very sad episode 

Thare was in the town a cer ta in Mendel Kababial, an outcast who served in 

the Chiezvitohnika. The Pet lurovitzi demanded that the Jews themselves should find 

and k i l l him. The Jews found the outcast somewhere in a garret and had to k i l l him 

with tbs i r own hands in the court of the synagogue. 

10. Cpntrlbutions imposed upon the Jews 

On July 9 Fogorielov stopped the pogrom in Zvihi l , but demanded of the Jews 

50 horses and a great quantity of s a l t and sugar- The Jews delivered to him whatever • 

they succeeded in co l lec t ing . Besides the Jews who were k i l led during the 3 days 

July 8,9, gnd 10th, beyond the town, a great number of others were k i l led in their 

houses, after these had been thoroughly pi l laged. Many of these who escaped perished 

la te r i n the v i l l ages and surrounding towns. 

11. The Bolsheviki in the c i t y . The bioody events in Kameny Brod 

Complete order was restored in the c i ty on Thursday, July 10, when an armored 

t r a in arrived from Zhitomir carrying a detachment of Bolsheviki. Pogorieliev cap

tured l i | million of Soviet Roubles and fled from the town.. But at the s t a t ion , 

Tchudnev men of the Bolsheviki army ixAa. ident i f ied and k i l l ed him. This fact 

howevein-A did not prevent the insurgents of the surrounding towns and v i l l ages from 

continuing their hooligan work. Thus, on July 17, they issued a decree to k i l l 

a l l the male population of thettown, to the number of 127. 

12. Pogrom Agitation 

On July 16 there came from Zhitomir to Zvihil a force of two to three 

hundred Bolsheviki. The remaining Jewish population feeling that the Bolsheviki 

might have to leave the town very soon, because of their small number, and wishirg 

to avoid further massacres on the part of the insurgents, have formed a common 

secret committee together with the Christian population of Zvihi l . The object of 

th is committee was to see that no more bloodshed occurred. The Jews appealed to 

the Bolshevist au thor i t ies many times not to k i l l the pogrom makers. Nevertheless 



99 

a strong agi tat ion was carried on in the town against the Jews.. F i r s t they demairled 

that no Jews be allowed to f i l l public of f ices . L a ter they afvocated the extermi

nation of a l l the Jews under 30 years of age. The ag i ta t ion cost the Jews of Zvihil 

about 100 vict ims. The s i tua t ion became more uncertain e«oh day. After the execu

tion of Pogorielov the leadership of the insurgents was taken over by another out

ca s t , a former bookkeeper in the local Loan fund. The subsequent massacres were 

a l l carr ied out in accordance with his orders . 

The band of insurgents which h i ther to had i t s quarters on the other side 

of the c i t y , across the r ive r , now went to the River Tchizhovka, about 10 ve r s t s 

from Zvihi l . 

On July 25 there arrived in Zvihil a larger number of Red Army men. The 

c i ty gradually came to i t s e l f , but i t was i t s fa te to l ive through e horr ible event 

very soon. 

13. The Bolbheviki l e f t . A delegation to the insurgents. 

On August 17, the Bolshevist mil i tary forces l e f t Zvih i l . The c i ty temporar

i l y remained withoutanwyauthority. The Jews then sent a delegation to Stonojovsky(s 

band. The delegation cosnisted of Dr. Volsky, the p r i e s t , Alexander Kutchinsky 

and the pharamacist Ludwig Machan. The delegation requested that no pogrom be 

made. Stoyanovsky thereupon replied that he wi l l not leave a single Jew a l i v e . As 

soon as the delegation l e f t Stoyanovsky's quarters and the Bolsheviki l e f t the 

town a band of hulligans crossed the r ive r , set f i r e to a number of houses on the 

bank, plundered them, k i l led men, violated women.. The center of the town, however, 

they did not en te r . 

14. The Petlurovitzi of East Gal icia . Contributions 

On August 16, a larger force of Pet lurovitzi came to the c i t y from Shepetovka. 

They were from East ^ a l i c i a . i n a peaceful way they demanded the following to 

be given them in the course of 2-3 hours; 100,000 roubles, 25 puuds of sa l t , as much 

sugar and 100 pouda of bread. The Jews s ta r ted negotiat ions. They pointed out 
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the fact that the c i t y has for over a month been torn away from the v i l l a g e , 

and tha t they could not even feed theirs e lves . Many children are dying from hunger, 

adults are giving away their co s t l i e s t clothes for bread. After long negotiations 

the Jews succeeded in carrying throug-h the ransom of a large sum of money about 

10-15 pouds of s a l t and some sugar, which the Jews collected among themselves. 

15. The f i re 

On August 19 there arrived in Zvihil,Stoyanovsky with his band. The Jews 

greeted them with music. On the other s ide of the r i ve r the Bolsheviki were yet 

quartered. Upon hearing what was going on in the Jewish quar te r , they threw 

down from seroplanes, several explosive gas bombs, which caused a great f i r e . 

There was at that time astrong wind, and the f i r e raged for about 6 haurB. About 

3000, or three quarters of a l l Jewish houses, over lOOOstores, several drug s to res 

and 26 synagogues burned down. The great majority of the Jewish population 

remained nakedm barefoot and without she l te r . People began to f lee panic-s t r icken. 

The "Pet lurovi tzi" s t i l l remaining in the town helped extinhuish the f i re very 

energe t ica l ly . . Dr. Tchernobilsky and Mr* Segal of the c i ty succeeded in l e t t i ng 

the Bolsheviki know what havoc their bombs wrought. The Bolsheciki then sent 

for ths aufferers; 900,000 roubles, 50 pouds o f s a l t , 6000 arshir of c lo th , alarger 

amount of sugar and 300 boxes of g lass . For a few days i t was comparatively quiet 

in the town. 

16. Zvihil without authori ty . Jews f l e e . Murders and robberies on the way 

On August 23, the Petlurovitzi went to Pollonnaya. Stoyanovskaya's band 

le f t a l so . The c i ty remained without author i ty . From the other side ofnthe 

r i v e r , from Lubtchitza and Chananovka, bands of peasants would come and k i l l and 

rob the she l te r less Jews. Every day there -would be 5 or 6 men k i l l e d , and there 

was mo one to bury them. Part of the Jews escaped via the vi l lage Yarin (10-12 

vers ts from Zvihil) to Koretz. On the way many of than were robbed and k i l l e d . 

17. Pogrom. 28 old men k i l l ed 

On August 26, a bend of peasants entered the c i t y , led on by a former excise 
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c o l l e c t o r Kotchergin. They f e l l upon the remaining poor s h e l t e r l e s s Jews, who had 

been unable to e s c a p e . They dragged out 47 men of send-ru ined houses and k i l l e d them. 

Even i n the home f o r the aged, where t h e r e were 40 inmates , they k i l l e d 23 old men. 

According to the s t o r y of a h a l f insane woman, name E t e l e , the hool igans choked wi th 

an "Etz-Chayim" an old Jew who sa t over a Gemora. While k i l l i n g a Jew t h e hool igans 

would shout "Here you have a commune'\ After the pogrom the remaining Jews h a l f 

naked and hungry, saved t h e i r l i v e s by f l e e i n g from the town. 

18 . T e r r i b l e famine aid spo t t ed typhus 

The towns Berezdov and o t h e r s were overcrowded with r e fugees . There was 

a t e r r i b l e famine and spo t ted typhus was r a g i n g . 25-30 persons weuld d ie d a i l y . In 

Yara a l l the 8-9 thousand refugees had spot ted typhus . Many of the n a t i v e popula t ion 

a lso con t r ac t ed t h e d i s e a s e . 

19 . Menashe Segal on the ---ay to Kpretz 

Menashe Sega l , the author of t h i s account a l so f l e d from Zv ih i l on August 26. 

On the way he was robbed of whatever was s t i l l l e f t on h im . , and naked he a r r ived i n 

the v i l l a g e Chotcher. T h e r o a na t ive Jew gave him an ove rcoa t , and thus he c o n t i n 

ued on h i s way to K o r e t z . . 

20. Ar r iva l of American Re l i e f 

On August 27 the Po l i sh army en te red Koretz . Immediately a f t e r t h i s t h e r e 

a l so a r r ived the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the J .D.C. Mr* Shien . He a t once gave 25,000 

marks fo r t h e Zv ih i l r e fugees , and promised to send d o t h i n g . 



102 

REPORT OF THE POGROM IN KOITZITZ 

Shleime Komissar the son- in- law of H i l l e l Morducais, j u s t a r r i v e d from 

the town K o i t z i t z , d i s t r i c t of Bobruisk, province of Minsk, t e l l s the fo l lowing : 

I am t h e only surv ivor who escaped from the town, which was a l l p i l l a g e d 

and the i n h a b i t a n t s k i l l e d during the th ree days of Shvuoth. There was then a g r e a t 

and t e r r i b l e massacre of the Jews i n K o i t z i t z . 

Knowing t h e r e f o r e a l l about my town, I may t e l l you that during those 

days 105 persons were k i l l e d . This number inc ludes i n f a n t s of 2 months and old 

men of n i n e t y . There were a l so about 70 persons severe ly and s l i g h t l y wounded. 

And these were innocent people , snd they were k i l l e d not by f i r e a r m s , bu t by 

kn ives , a x e s , spades , e t c . , a l so by s p e a r s . Merc i l e s s ly the murderers turned out 

l e g s , arms, pr icked eyes o u t , crushed s k u l l s , pu l l ed o u t h a i r even of small 

bab ies i n c r a d l e s . 

I t h e r e f o r e , now apply to the J o i n t D i s t r i b u t i o n Committee and r eques t i t 

to h e l p the s u r v i v o r s , p a r t of whom a r e seve re ly wounded. The s i t u a t i o n i s very 

gloomy. The people are wandering about i n the wor ld , i n u t t e r d e s p a i r , s i c k and 

exhausted . Many of them went to the Soviet homes, where they get a tablespoon 

of soup a day. Among these are ch i ld r en who have pa ren t s i n America. Thei r 

pa ren t s l i v e w e l l , are- dressed w e l l , while t h e i r c h i l d r e n . . . The su rv ivo r s a re 

compelled t o accept a id of the Soviet a u t h o r i t i e s . That a i d c o n s i s t s of a h a l f 

pound of bread a day. 

I t he r e fo re i come now to you, Jews of Koitzitzjj . as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

of our town, i n whose nane I have the honor of giving you a l l t h i s in format ion . 

You must no t th ink tha t I e n t e r t a i n he re any persona l de s igns . No. I hare 

b r o t h e r s i n America and I hope t h a t they w i l l n o t leave me. I t he re fo re now 

appeal t o those of you who have f r i ends on r e l a t i v e s i n K o i t z i t z , l e t them do a l l 

they can to a id them. Former i n h a b i t a n t s of K o i t z i t z do your dutyl Do not r e -
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main indif ferent , but bear itr.oonstantly in mind. I know that a l l Koitzitz 

people have connections with one another. 

The thing needed is not l e t t e r s , but money. For a man wi l l say to a robber: 

"Here i s some money and l e t me l i v e . " The robber may agree to the ba rga in . . . 

And i f those remaining in Koitzitz w i l l have money, they may be able to sake them

selves . With money the men may be able to mske their way to Poland, where l i f e 

i s more secure. I appeal to you once more; do not forget the unfortunates who 

have suffered enough, help them with whatever you can. Do not forget also your 

wives and.children, who are waiting in the orphanages and homes for the i r piece 

of bread. And you children, do not forget your parents, three quarters of whose 

l ives are gone, and who are now obliged to beg. I appeal especially to the men 

who le f t thei r wives many years ago. Listen to the outcry of the women and 

chi ldren, and do not f a i l to respond a t once. 

I appeal especially to the following persons: 

Moishe I t c h i Goldman 
Simcha Kaplan 
Abraham Gorelick 

Schmeril Herschl, the painters 

The above named families remained a l i ve . Their condition however, i s very 

sad. I t i s w r s e than death. They are therefore awaiting impatiently the support r 

of you men. I hope that you w i l l not remain indifferent,* but send them aid at 

once, and ass is t them in coming to Poland. But not only these men, a l l must he lp , 

to the l imi t of thei r a b i l i t y . No one must refuse. 

Money may be sent to the Baranovitch branch of the J.D.C. Help. Save your 

re la t ives and f r i ends . And do this quickly for time is p rec ious . . . 

I , Schleime and my wife Golda Commissar are now in Baranovitchi. You may 

send your l e t t e r s to the t i a s " and I shall resend them to your r e l a t i v e s . 

Respectfully, 

Schleime Commissar 
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49 . 
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6 1 . 
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5 3 . 

Axmiansky , Z i s s e l 
Her grandchi ld 
Abraham Kiever 
Shmuel-Moishe L i f s h i t z 
Leibe Feinberg 
Fruma Esther Feinberg 
Rachel Rubitenner 
Minnie Rubitchner 
Esther Rubitchner 
Baby Rubitchner 
Chayim Zirkind 
Sarah Miriam Zirkind 
Baby Zirkind 
Leibe Zirkind 
His son 
Chayim Meltzer 
Jacob Ruditcher 
Baby 
Rasha Altchen 
Minka Altchen 
Brooja 
Ida " 
Herschl " 
Malka " 
Mordecai " 
Baby " 

ti ti 

Z l a t a Markin 
Beryl " 
E l i a s h " 
Mania Goldman 
Aria " 
Rachel " 
Chaya Sara " 
Schmuel A l t s che l 
Leiba Feinberg 

Chayim Feinberg 
Mame Ogzmiansky 
Nachman Drozhaver 
F e i t e l Nisman 
Al ter Altcher 
Slova Altchur 
Pea r l Axelrod 
Metcha Goldman 
Minnie L i f s h i t z 
Aaron Matches 
Ziva I t k i n 
Shleime Ze l ig I s k i n 
Malka Zel ig " 
G i t t a China Balamas 
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3 
18 
65 
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7 
11 

8 
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wife of Leiba 

Minnie *s daughter 

h i s s i s t e r 
another s i s t e r 

J acob ' s daughter 

daughter 
daughte r 

wife of Herschel 

son 
son 

her son 
ti n 

her brother 
s i s t e r 

Leiba1 s s i s t e r 

h i s daughter 

her bro ther 
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54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61 . 
62 . 
63 . 
64. 
65 . 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71 . 
72 . 
73 . 
74. 
75. 
76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81 . 
82. 
83. 
84 . 
SB. 
&£• 

Chayim Abraham Ginsburg 
Feiga Ginsburg 
Abraham Itche Ginsburfe 
Baruch Mar go l i e s 
Rachel Margolies 
Chaya Axelrod 
Masha Zvilev 
3 small ch i ldren 
Gnesia Goldman 
Myra Altschuler 
Reizel " 
Fe ige l " 
Frieda " 
i e i s e r " 
Bennie " 
Be i le " 
David " 
Okumiansky Chana G i t t e l 
Benjamin Furlich 
Boutbha " 
Deborah " 
Malka " 
Leizer Sirkin 
Sirkind 
Hechama Rudnitcher 
Malka " 
Baby " 
Leiba " 
Y i s s i l I tk in 
I tzk in " 
Ghayim Goldman 

80 
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65 
58 
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65 
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17 
65 
30 

1 
15 
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10 
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65 
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16 

6 
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her son 

k i l l e d in ] 
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ti 
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1. 
2 . 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 
6 . 
7 . 
8 . 
9. 
10. 
11 . 
12. 

Deborah Feinberg 
Malka " 
Kass i l i er Ruditcher 
Dead Zirkin 
Nachama " 
Ljoshe Zirkin 
Feige " 
Frade Reise l Axelrod 
Jacob Reditcher 
Chaya Altchur 
Orphan I t che , Altchun 
Sache Narkin 

13.Michla Narkin 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 

Leah Goldman 
Goldman 

Moishe Oxumianskly 
Yoshe Feinberg 

l i s t of Wounded 

1 s house 

• 

10 
6 

45 
65 
55 
40 
18 
65 

8 
55 

9 
15 
13 
7 

39 
38 

paeent k i l l e i 
n 

wife 

her daughte r 
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Liebe Oxismsky 
Sima Rachel Drozdov 
Aaron Bavid I t z k i n 
Son! a l a s man 
I l t c h i Altchun 
Sacoh Axelrod 
Chayim Axelrod 
Elka Sarah I t z k i n 
Fe ibe l I t z k i n 
Riba Rodel Goldman 
Osni Rinburg 
Yoshke Rinburg 
Sarah Be i l e Goldman 
Beryl Goldman 
Kei la Goldman 
Sarah Goldman 
Sarah Al tchin 

"???? 
Reba Margolies 
Rachel Margolies 
Beryl Niaman 
I t a Aplamanskaya 
Malka S i rk in 
Chayim " 
Mirse l S i rk ind 
Eer son 
Chimka Raditcher 
Y i s se l I t z k i n s two ch i ld ren 
Rei sel Meltzer 
2 c h i l d r e n 
Gral ia Goldman 

40 
54 
8 
9 

15 
11 
65 
50 
32 
12 
50 
22 
50 
16 
14 
25 
35 
60 
40 
14 
14 
14 
5 
3 
30 
6 
5 
6 and 8 
45 
7 and 10 
50 

husband in America 

List of Outraged Women 

Mira Feinberg 
Reizel Goldman 
Reizel Rinburg 
Slova Altchin 
Gussie Feibels 
Deborah Gorelick 
IAba Elka Berkovskaya 

22 
25 
22 
23, 
19 
19 
23 

her h a i r pu l led o u t , she died 
her f a the r i n America 
daughter of a s l a u g h t e r e r , t h r o a t cut 
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An Assaul t Upon a Railway Car i n which the re were Pogrom Vict ims 

The fo l lowing persons were k i l l e d : 

1 . Yoshua, of the v i l l a g e Dul inkovi tch , 23 yea r s 
2 . Bery l Duchan, 55 
3 . Schmeri l , h i s son, 25 
4 . Jacob Moishe L i f z h i t z , 55 
5 . Joseph F inke l , 22 

6 . Dinah, h i s s i s t e r 28 

A few more were k i l l e d , but not i d e n t i f i e d . 

The bodies lay i b r a week i n the s t r e e t , f o r no one dared bury them. Fearing; 

epidemics , they then burned the bodies and b u r i e s the a s h e s . 

Rosha Hamam oof Dobro, a F r o e b e l i s t , 22t was v i o l a t e d i n the c a r s before 

everybody . 

•The fol lowing were wounded: 

1 . L i f s h i t z , daughter of Jacob Moishe , 16 years 
2 . Lifsha Goldberg, 15 
3 . Sender, 13 years was wounded th ree t i m e s , h u t neve r the l e s s succeeded 

i n coming to Bonruisk, a d i s t ance of 40 v e r s t s . 


